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"Whatever brings the apostle Paul, in his writings, into notice, will ultimately 
bring him into triumph. All the malignity and the sophistry of his em'-ui^ viil r.d 
only a^ail him in vain, but will lead in the end to the perfectly of hi.-. ;;li)ry, anil the 
i:\li-:iiii!ii nf liis .u'o^oel. They [i::iy scourge iiini uiicomliiijiiK-ii, like tin: lion tan 
magistrates at Philippi-, — they may in-liet on him the lashes of calumnious eeusut-e, 
but. they cannot silence him ;- they may thrust him, as it wore, into a dungeon, ai:d 
fetter him with their strained internret.alions, hut his voice "ill be raised even at the 
midnight of ant-elidstiau darkness, ami v.ill be hear..! effectually; his prison-doors 
will burs:, open, as with an earthquake, and the fetter- will fall from his hands ; and 
even strat.gcrs to go- pel- truth will fail down at the feet of him, oven Paul, to make 
th at momentous inquiry, ' What shall I do to be saved?'"— Whstely. 
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PREFACE. 



" The times which are passing over us," after making 
every fair allowance for the tendency to exaggerate what 
is present, may be safely reckoned among the remarkable 
periods of human history. The "signs" of our times 
stand out in such bold relief that the most careless must 
observe them, though, with regard to the import of some 
of them, the most considerate find it difficult to form a 
decided judgment. Many of them are obviously of the 
nature of portents or omens, and inevitably lead the mind 
to think of "the things that are coming upon the earth:" 
and not a few of them seem to wear a lowering aspect 
on the near futurities both of churches and of nations. 

There are, however, others of them bright with pro- 
mise; and among these perhaps none is more fitted to 
excite hope in the Christian mind, than the increasing 
attention which the Bible is drawing to itself. This is 
manifested in the more thorough study and sifting of its 
substance and its evidence — in the more searching inves- 
tigation into -the meaning of the sacred books generally, 
and especially of the writings of the. Apostle Paul, and 
in the more unequivocal and general avowal, among 
Christians of almost all denominations, of the principle, 
that, on matters of religious faith and duty, the first 
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application, as well as the last appeal, should be made 
to "the oracles of G-od." These characters, which be- 
long to our age even still more remarkably than they did 
to the era of the Eeformation, shine like a light in a dark 
place. 

The happy change in the state of the church and the 
world, on which the desires of good men are so intensely 
fixed, is to be accomplished by Divine truth, accom- 
panied by Divine influence. Such a pure theology as 
will prove the snitable instrument of heavenly influence 
in transforming individuals, and churches, and nations, 
must be based on a well-understood Bible, and especially 
on a well-understood New Testament : for we run into 
no vicious circle when we say, we must learn to read the 
Old Testament in the light of the New, in order to our 
deriving illustration to the New Testament from the Old. 

As the New Testament is the complement of the Old 
Testament, so the Pauline epistles are a concentration of 
the common doctrine of both respecting the method of 
human salvation. That wondrous economy in its funda- 
mental principles, and practical applications, is, in no 
portion of the inspired volumes, so compendiously, yet 
so fully, unfolded, as in these remarkable writings. 
They are, indeed, remarkable writings. " His letters are 
weighty and powerful," was the reluctant acknowledg- 
ment of some of the Apostle's contemporaries, who, disbe- 
lieving his doctrine, and disliking his spirit, endeavoured 
to undermine his authority ; and all judges, in all ages, 
possessed of the adequate intellect and information, 
however prejudiced against the system of doctrine 
taught in these wonderful compositions, have been con- 
strained to admit, that, apart altogether from the ques- 
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tion of their inspiration, they must have proceeded from 
a mind rich in the highest endowments and acquisitions 
of which the human spirit is capahle. 

There is an inextinguishable vitality, an innate vigour, 
an indestructible symmetry, an ineffaceable beauty, in the 
saving truth — the glorious gospel of the grace of God as 
stated in these epistles. It has been successively, as it 
were, laid on the Procrustean beds of the Oriental, the 
■Neo-Platonic, the Aristotelian, and the Scholastic Philo- 
sophies; but it has outlived all the rackings and ampu- 
tations which were requisite to fit it to enter into these 
artificial forms, and it needs only to be " loosed and let 
go," to start up " whole, as it was," and to resume its 
interrupted march tlrrough the world, to scatter light 
and life, liberty and blessedness, among men of " every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people." Thus to 
loose the truth, which has been unhappily so long fet- 
tered, is the great end of a true exegesis. 

Much was done towards the attainment of this end by 
the expositors of the age of the Reformation, numbering 
among them some of the greatest men of an age singu- 
larly fruitful in great men ; Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, 
Melancthon, Zuingle, Ecolampade, and Martyr, and 
others of scarcely inferior ability, learning, and piety. 

In the age that followed, the fetters which had been 
shattered were strangely repaired by many of the second 
and third series of Protestant expositors; and, with some 
noble exceptions, humanly constructed theories for har- 
monising the varied statements of Divine Revelation, 
under the plausible name of " The Analogy of Faith," were 
by them not onlyused as a direct means of interpreting the 
Scriptures, but so elevated above all other means as to 
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control, and, indeed, in a great degree, to supersede 
them. 

A better course has been entered on. The true nature 
and design of Exegesis appear to be more clearly appre- 
hended. Christian Expositors seem now generally of 
opinion that, however true may be their " systems of 
divinity," and however manifold and important their uses 
(and, for my own part, I would find it difficult to over- 
state my sense of the value of that system of divinity held, 
in common with all evangelical churches, by that reli- 
gious denomination to which it is my privilege to belong), 
it is wiser and safer to make the Bible the basis and the 
test of the system, than to make the system the principal, 
and in effect sole, means of the interpretation of the 
Bible ; and that if, in any case, the system, fairly inter- 
preted, should forbid the reception of a doctrine, which 
the well-established principles of interpretation, fairly 
and cautiously applied, bring out of a passage of Scrip- 
ture, there must be no hesitation as to whether it would 
be better to modify the system, or to misinterpret the 
Bible. 

To aid, in however small a measure, the removal of 
these bandages and entanglements which have sur- 
rounded inspired truth, so that it may walk at liberty, 
and perform those high and holy functions which are 
its exclusive prerogative — in reforming the church, and 
converting the world, — has been the main object of my 
public life, and especially of those exegetical works, 
which I have — perhaps in too great number — of late 
years sent from the press. 

The present publication has the same object, and 
substantially the same character, as its precursors. 
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Like most of them, though, published at an advanced age, 
it is the result of the inquiries and studies of youth and 
manhood. This statement deprives the Exposition and its 
Author of some claims, which they otherwise might have 
had, on the indulgence of the readers. But it is right 
that the truth should he told. The Horatian period for 
retaining in the Author's repositories forthcoming publi- 
cations, has been considerably more than trebled since the 
first sketch of this Exposition was produced ; and during 
the period which has since elapsed, the manuscript has 
often been reviewed, corrected, curtailed, and added to. 
In its substance, it has been delivered to a Christian 
congregation ; and, with its philological appendages, 
repeatedly read in the Class of Exegetical Theology, 
over which I have presided for nearly twenty years 

In examining some old papers, I found an application 
made to me, nearly thirty years ago, by a numerous 
class of Students in Theology, of various Christian de- 
nominations, who at that time were accustomed to spend 
an hour with me weekly in critically reading the New 
Testament in the original Greek, requesting me to 
publish the Notes on the Epistle to the Galatians, which 
I had read to them. I was gratified with the expressed 
approbation of my young friends, but do not regret that 
I declined complying with their request. The Notes 
are now a somewhat less inadequate exposition of this 
important Epistle, than they then were. 

Many of these Students are honourably occupying 
important stations in different sections of Christ's 
church, in distant quarters of God's world. It is in the 
indulgence of a better feeling than vanity that I mention 
two of their names (and I am sure none of their fellow- 
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students will find fault with the selection), the one from 
among those " who have fallen asleep," and the other 
from among those " who continue to this day." The 
first — the dead, — my near kinsman and dear friend, 
John Brown Patterson, the gifted and saintly minister 
of Falkirk ; the second — the living, — and long may he 
live in honour and usefulness, William Cunningham, 
D.D., Principal and Professor of Ecclesiastical History 
in the New College in this city. 

I have endeavoured, though, I am afraid, with doubtful 
success, to make this Exposition at once a readable book 
for intelligent Christians, though unacquainted with the 
Sacred Languages, and a satisfactory statement of the 
facts and principles on which the Exegesis is based, to 
critical Students of the New Testament. It would have 
been easier — perhaps more advantageous — to have 
sought these ends in separate publications. 

Such works as the present, to serve their purpose, 
must, to a great extent, be compilations. The principal 
merit of their authors is in making themselves ac- 
quainted, as far as possible, with all that has been done 
for the elucidation of the subject of exposition, and pre- 
senting the substance of all that, in the exercise of their 
best judgment, they think has been well done— supple- 
menting this, as they are able, by the results of their 
own independent research. This is what I have at- 
tempted to do. I have appended to this Preface a list 
of the authors whom I have consulted in preparing this 
work. "Where my obligations have been of a kind that 
admitted it, they have been noticed in the text or in 
the margin ; but he who shall go over the field I have 
traversed, will find that I have been materially helped 
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by hints and suggestions of so indirect and remote a 
kind, as precluded the possibility of. being intelligibly 
acknowledged. 

It is a remark of Andrew Marvell, that " whosoever 
he be that comes in print, whereas he might have eat 
at home in quiet, does either make a treat, or send a 
challenge to all readers : in the first of which cases, it 
concerns him to have no scarcity of provisions, and in 
the other to be completely armed ; for if anything be 
amiss on either part, men are subject to scorn the weak- 
ness of the attack, or laugh at the meanness of the 
entertainment. This is the common condition to which 
every man that will write a book must be content with 
patience to submit." 

The condition appears to me perfectly reasonable. 
Had I not thought the provision I bring forward whole- 
some and nourishing, and, moreover, somewhat rare and 
savoury withal, it would not have been presented. Had 
I not thought the positions taken tenable, I should 
never have occupied them. Nevertheless, it will be a 
satisfaction to me to see a table more abundantly covered 
with viands from the same exhaust] ess repository — more 
rich, more varied, and more skilfully prepared ; and in 
surrendering when fairly conquered, I will feel gratitude 
rather than shame ; for, to allude to the fine figure of 
Jortin, next to attending and gracing the triumphs of 
truth, as her successful soldier, the object of my most 
fervent wish is to be " a captive tied to her chariot 
Is, if I have undesignedly committed any offence 
t her." 

I cannot conclude without expressing how deeply I 
feel the favour shown the Author, and the benefit done 
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to his work, by the careful revision which the sheets 
have received in passing through the press, from the 
Rev. "William Veitch of this city, and from my kinsman, 
the Rev. J. B. Johnston of Kirkcaldy. The former of 
these gentlemen, so extensively and so favourably known 
to scholars by his edition of the " Iliad," and his elabo- 
rate and accurate work on the " Irregular Greek Verbs," 
kindly undertook the charge of the Greek quotations ; 
and by his careful attention to these, as well as by his 
ingenious and learned suggestions on various points of 
Greek criticism, he has rendered the work less faulty 
than it would otherwise have been. 



JOHN BROWN. 



Authub's Lodoe, Newik 

May 1853. 
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Ver. 

2 and all the brethren which are with me, 22 ; unto the churches of 

3 Galatia, 1, 23 : Grace be to you, and peace, from God the Father, ami 

4 from our Lord Jesus Christ, 24; who save himself for oor sins, 25; 
that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 26 ; according to 

5 the will of God and our Father, 31 : to whom be glory for ever and 

6 ever. Amen, 33. I marvel, 42; that ye are so soon, 418 ; removed 
from him that called you into tin- graee of Christ unto another gospel, 38 : 

7 which is not auother, 41 ; but there be some that trouble you, and 

8 would pervert the gospel of Christ, 43. But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel onto you. 40 ; than that which we 

9 have preached unto you, let him be accursed, 40. As we have said 
before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto 

10 you than that ye linvi: received, let him be accused, 48. For do I now 
persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? 40; for if I yet 

11 pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ, 50. But I certify 
you, brethren, 50 ; that the gospel which was preached of me is not 

12 after man, 50. For I neither received it of roan, neither was I taught 

13 it, 57 ; but by the revelation of Jesus Christ, 57. For ye have heard of 
my conversation, 59 ; in time past in the Jews' religion, 59 ; how that 
beyond measure I persecuted tire church of God, and wasted it, 60 ; 

14 and profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own 
nation, being more exceedingly /.ealous of the traditions of my fathers, 

15 60. But when It pleased Cod, 01 ; who separated me from my mother's 

16 womb, 61 ; and calico mi! by his grace, 01 ; to reveal his Son in me, 61 ; 
that I might preach him among the heathen, 02 ; immediately I con- 

17 ferred, 03; not with flesh and blood, 03 : neither went I up to Jerusalem 
to them which were aposiles before me, 03 ; hut I went into Arabia, 64, 

18 418 ; and returned again unto Damascus, 64. Then, after three years, 
I went up to Jerusalem, 64 ; to see Peter, 05, 419 ; and abode with him 

19 fifteen days, 65. But other of the aposiles saw I none, save James the 

20 Lord's brother, 05. Now the things which I write unto you, behold, 

21 before God, I lie not, 66. Afterwards 1 came into the regions of Syria 

22 andCilicia, 00; and was unknown by face unlo the churches of Judea, 66; 

23 which were in Christ: but they had heard only, that he which perse- 
cuted us in times nasi-, nmv preaehetb the faith. 07, 420; which once he 

24 destroyed. And they glorified God in me, 68. 

CHAPTER II. 

1 Then fourteen years after, 420 ; I went up again to Jerusalem, 69 ; with 

2 Barnabas, and look Titus with me also, 70. And I went up by revela- 
tion, 70 ; and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, 7 1 : but privately to them which were of reputa- 

3 tion, 72 ; lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain, 72. But 
neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 

4 circumcised, 73 ; and that because of false brethren, 74, 425 ; brought 
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es, 75 ; who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, that tiu'v might bring us into bondage, 76: to 
whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth 
of the gospel might continue with you, 75. But of those who seemed 
to be somewhat, 7fi : whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me ; 
God accepteth no titan's person, 77 ; for they who seemed to be some- 
what in conference added nothing to me, 77 : but contrariwise, when 
they saw that the gospel of the unci reumcis ion was committed unto me, 
as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter, 78 ; (for He that 
wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the 
same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles), 78, 425 : and when James, 
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship, 79 ; that we should gu unto the heathen, and they unto the 
circumcision. Only they would that we should remember the poor ; the 
same which I also was forward to do, 80. But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, 81; I withstood him to the face. #■> ; because he was to be 
blamed, 83, 425. For before that certain came from James, 85 ; he 
did eat with the Gentiles, 84 : but when they were come, he withdrew, 
and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision, 85, 
425. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that 
Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation, 86. But when 
I saw that they walked not n prig] illy, 87; according to the truth of the 
gospel, 87 ; I said unto Peter before them all, 88 ; If thou, being a Jew, 
livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why com- 
pellest thou the Gentiles in live as do the Jews? 89. We who are Jews 
by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 90; knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law, 91 ; but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, 92; even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law, 93 : 
for by the works of the law shall no flesh he jusl.iliei:, <)3, 425. But if, 
while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin ? God forbid, 94. For 
if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a trans- 
gressor, 95. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God, 95. I ani erueTied with Christ, 9(i : nevertheless I live, 
96 ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, 97 : and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 97 ; who loved 
me, and gave himself for me, 97. I do not frustrate the grace of God : 
fur if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain, 98. 



CHAPTER III. 

foolish Galatians, 107 ; who, 108; hath bewitched you, 107 ; that ye 
should not obey the truth, 100 ; before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath 
been evidently, 105; set forth, crucified among you? 104, 426. This 
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only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the 

3 law, 109; or by the hearing of faith? 110 Are ye so foolish? 110 
having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfcut by the flesh? 111. 

4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain ? Ill ; if it be yet in vain, 112. 

5 He therefore that mini.stcrelh to you the Spirit, and uorkcth mira.cks 
among you, 113 ; doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing 

6 of faith? 114, Even as Abraham believed God, 116; and it was ac- 

7 counted to him for righteousness, 117. Know ye therefore, that they 
which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham, 115, 110. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heat aen through 
faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall 

9 all nations be blessed, 120. So then they which be of faith are blessed 

10 with faithful Abraham, 122. For as many as are of the works of the 
law, 123 ; are under the curse, 123, 426 : for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 

11 of the law to do them, 124. But that no man is justified by the law in 
the sight of God, it is evident : for, The just shall live hy faith, 125. 

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live 

13 in them, 127. Christ hath redeemed us, 131 ; from the curse of the 
law, 130 ; being made a curse for us, 131 : for it is written, Cursed is 

14 everyone thai hun^eih tin a tree, L32: thai the bh'ssiiig of Abraham. I :'..',; 

might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, 133 ; that we might 

15 receive the promise of the Spirit, thniusrh (Villi. li.Sti. Brethren, 1 speak 
after the manner of men, 140; though il, be but, 426; a man's cove- 
nant, 141 ; yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth there- 

16 to, 141. Now to,142; Abraham and his seed were the promises made, 
142. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of one, And to 

J7 thy seed : which is Christ, 143. And this I say, that the covenant, that 
was confirmed before of God in Christ, 145 ; the law, which was four 
hundred and thirty years alter, cannot disannul, 146; that it should 

IS make the promise of none effect, 145. For if the inheritance, 147; be of 
the law, it is no more of promise : but God gave it to Abraham by 

19 promise, 147. Wherefore then serveth the law? 148. It was added 
because of transgressions, 149 ; till the seed should come to whom the 
promise was made, 151 ; and it was ordained by angels, 152; in the 

20 hand of a mediator, 153. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, 155; 

21 but God is one, 160. Is the law then against the promises of God ? 
God forbid, 162 : for if there had been a law given which could have 

22 given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law, 163. But 
the scripture hath concluded all under sin, 165; that the promise by 

23 faith of Jesus Christ oii^lit be given to them that believe, 166. But 
before faith came, 170; we were kept under the law, shut up, 171 ; 

24 unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed, 172. Wherefore 
the law was our schoolmaster, 173 ; to bring us unto Christ, 174, 428 ; 

25 that we might be justified by faith, 175. But after that faith is come, 

26 176; we are no longer under a schoolmaster, 176. For ye are all the 

27 children of God, 177 ; by faith in Christ Jesus, 178. For as many of 
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yon as have been baptised into Christ, J78 ; have put on Christ, 180. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female, 181; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus 

29 181. And ifjefe Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, 181; and heirs 

according to the promise, 182. 



CHAPTER IV. 

1 Now I say, 185 ; That the heir, us long as he is a child, differeth nothing 

2 from a servant, though he be lord of all, 185 ; but is under tutors and 

3 governors, until the time appointed of the father, 180. Even so, 187 ; 
we, when we were children, 187; were in bondage, 189; under the 

4 elements of the world, 188 : But when the fulness of the time, 191 ; 
was come, God sent forth his Sow, 193 ; made of a woman, 194 ; made 

5 under the law, 195 ; to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons, 191, 389-398. And because ye are 

sons, 198; God hath sent forth, 199; the Spirit of his Son, 199; into 

7 your hearts, 199 ; trying, Abba Father, 199, 398. Wherefore, £01 ; 
thou art no more a servant, but a son, 201 ; and if a son, then an heir 

8 of God through Christ, 201. Ilowbeit then, when ye knew not God, 

9 206 ; ye did service unto them which by nature arc no gods, 207. But 
now, after that ye have known God, or rather arc known of God, 207 ; 
how turn ye again to the weak and heg^arly elements, whereunto ye 

10 desire again to be in bondage ? 208. Ye observe days, and months, and 

11 times, and years, 208. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon 

12 you labour in vain, 209. Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am ; for I 

13 am as ye are, 210 : ye have not injured me at all, 212. Ye know how, 
through infirmity of the flesh, I preached the gospel unto you at the 

14 first, 213. And my temptation which was in my flesh, 428 ; ye despised 
not, nor rejeeted, 214; but received me as an angel of God, even as 

15 Christ Jesus, 215. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I 
bear you record, Unit, if it Jici hem possible, ye would have plucked out 

16 your own eyes, and have given them to me, 215. Am I therefore 

17 become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? 216. They ze;i.'onsly 
affect you, 221 ; but not well, 222 ; yea, they would exclude you, that 

18 ye might affect them, 223. But i( is good to be zealously affected 
always in a good thing, and not only when J am present with yon, 224. 

19 My little children, 225 ; of whom 1 travail in birth again until Chri-r 

20 be formed in you, 226 ; I desire to be present with you now, and to 

21 change my voice, 227 ; for I stand in doubt of you, 227. Tell me, ye 

22 that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law ? 229. For it is 
written, 230; that Abraham had two sons; the one by a bond maid, 

23 the other by a free woman. But he who was of the bond woman was 
born after the flesh ; but lie of the free woman was by promise, 230. 

24 Which things are an allegory, 231 : for these are the two covenants, 
233 ; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
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Ver. 

25 which is Agar, 234. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, 234 ; 
and answered) to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 

26 children, 235. But Jerusalem which is above, 226, 420 ; is free, which 

27 is the mother of us all, 238. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that 
bearest not; break forl.'i ami try ilum tiia: travail est not: for the de- 
solate hath many more children than she which hath an husband, 232. 

28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise, 23!!. 
20 But as then he that was horn after the flesh persecuted him that v;as 

30 born after the Spirit, even so ■/( ?"s now, 240. Nevertheless, what snith 
the Scripture? Cast out the bond woman and her son-, for the son. of 
the bond woman shall not be heir with the son of the free woman, 243. 

31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bond wonian, but of the 
free, 254. 

CHAPTER V. 

1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made u- free, 

2 and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage, 251. Behold, 
I Paul say unto you, that if ve he circumcised, Christ shall profit you 

3 nothing, 258. For ! teslify again to every man that is circumcise' I. 

4 that he is a debtor to do the whole law, 2G0. Christ, is become of no 
effect unto you, whosoever of you ore justified liy the law ; ye are fallen 

5 from grace, 262. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith, 206, 420. For iu Jesus Christ neither circum- 
cision availelh any thing, nor uncircumcision ; hut faith which worketh 

7 by love, 238, 429. Ye did run well; who did hinder you, that ye 

8 should not obey the truth ? 270. This persuasion amidk not of him 

9 that calleth you, 272. A little leaven leavcnei.h the whole lump. 2V3. 

10 I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none other- 
wise minded, 274 : but he that troubleth you shall hear his judgment, 

11 whosoever he be, 275. And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, 
why do I yet suffer persecution? (hen is the offence of the cross ceased. 

12 277. I would they were even cut off, 429; which trouble you, 270. 

13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use mil liberty fiir 

14 an occasion to the ile-h, 283 ; but by love serve one another, 287. For 
all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy 

lj neighbour as thyself, 287. .But if ye bite and devour one another, take 

16 heed that ye be not consumed one of another, 2H9. This I say then, 
292; Walk in the Spirit, 202 ; and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 

17 flesh, 294. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other, 294 ; so 

18 that ye cannot do, 430 ; the things that ye would, 296. But if ye be 

19 led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law, 208. Now the works of 
the flesh are manifest, 2<i;t ; which are these ; Adultery, 300 ; fornication, 

20 300; uneleaimess, 300; lasciviousness, 300 ; idolatry, 300: witchcraft, 
300, 301; hatred, 300; variance, 300; emulations, 300; wrath, 300 ; 



v Google 



VlT. 

21 strife, 301 ; seditions, 301 ; heresies, 301 ; envyings, 301 ; murders, 301 ; 
drunkenness, 301 ; re veilings, 301 ; and such like, 302 : of the which 1 
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do 

22 such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God, 302, 430. But the 
fruit of the Spirit, 305 ; is love, joy, pe-nre. lon.Er-Hiiifit^Hiisr. sreiitlem.'s-, 

23 goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, 304 ; against such there is no 

24 law, 307. And they that are Christ's, 308 ; have crucified the flesh, 
26 with the affections and lusts, 30(1. If we live in the Spirit, 311 ; let us 
26 also walk in the Spirit, 311. Let us not be desirous of vain-glory, 313 ; 

provoking one another, envying one anoihor, 314. 

CHAPTER VI. 

1 Brethren, if a man, 316 ; be overtaken in a fault, 316 ; ye which are 
spiritual, 318 ; restore such an one, 31 7, 320, 321 ; in the spirit of meek- 

2 ness, 318 ; considering; thyself, lest thou also be tempted, 310. Bear ye 

3 one another's burdens, 323; and so fulfil the law of Christ, 325. For if 
a man think himself in hi: something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 

4 himself, 327. But let every man prove his own work, 320 ; and then 

5 shaE he have lejoieln^ in himself alone, and not in another, 330. For 

6 every man shall bear his own burden, 331. Let him that is taught 
in the word communicate unto him l.hal lenehelli in nil good things, 334, 

7 400. Be not deceived, 335; God is not mocked, 337 : for whatsoever a 

8 man sowetb, that shall he also reap, 337. For he that soweth to his 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption, 338 ; but he that soweth to 

9 the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting, 340, 431. And let 
us not be weary in well-doin;;, 342 : for in due season ivc shall reap, if 

10 we faint not, 344. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, 346 ; especially unto f.lieiu who are of the household of 

11 faith, 347. Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with 

12 mine own hand, 354. As many as desire to make a fair show in the 
flesh, 357 ; they constrain you to be circumcised, 358 ; only lest they 

13 should sulfur persecution for the Cross of Christ, 359. For neither 
tliey themselves who are circumcised keep the law ; but desire to have 

14 you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh, 360. But God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
363 ; by whom the world is crucified unto me, 370 ; and I unto the 

15 world, 373. For in Christ Jesus, 377; neither circumcision availeth, 

16 378 ; any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature, 379. And 
as many as walk according to this rule, 381 ; peace be on them, and 

17 mercy, and upon the Israel of God, 382. From henceforth let no man 
trouble me, 383 : for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus, 

18 384. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit 
Amen, 385. 

If Unto the Oalatians, written from Rome, 384. 
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" Commentarii quid opens habent ? Altering d:i.i;i ciii iterant ; quse obscure 

"iTijila sum (ilaiui s(Tmoi;c j i ■ ;ii i r i. JtiM.t . imiliitnim sii![i:.<-ini;is i-f] .lifLint ; ft dinunt, 
hunc locum quuirnn sic !:!i:ssiTii:it, alii -iu invt'fjitvtiLiilv.r j ilii uriisum suum et 
intelligentiam his testimoniis et liiio Tiitum ur ruiior.r i'ormniv : ut pruJuns I tutor emu 
diveraas explanatiunes lcjjerii, tt niultoT-.-jn vel prr.-!iri:i:l;i vr-J itr.pi'oiiHii'iLi iliilk'fvi!. 
judicet quid verum ;H.'"— Hikbom'ml-s, A/ml. tiilv. Ib.tff. Liii. I. 
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AS EXPOSITION 

EPISTLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL 

GALATIANS. 



PROLEGOMENA. 

SECT. I. — TUB TERSONS TO WHOM THE EPISTLE IS ADDRESSP.lt. 

Galatia, or GaiIo-Gra?cia, to the Christian inhabitants of which 
this epistle was addressed, is a large district in Asia-Minor, 
situated between liithynia and Cappadriehi, forming a portion of 
the region now known under the name of Anatolia. It derived 
its ancient name from being inhabited principally by the descend- 
ants of a horde of Gauls, consisting of three tribes, the Trocmi,' 
the Tolistobogii, a and the Tectosages, 3 who, finding their own 
country too small for its population, emigrated soon after the 
death of Alexander the Great — about S00 years before the 
birth of Christ (278)— and proceeding eastward, secured for 
themselves a settlement in the Asiatic regions. 4 In the course 
of time, they intermingled with the Greek inhabitants, and thus 
got the name Gallo-Gr;.wi, just as the Germans settled in Eng- 
land were called Anglo-Saxons, though (according to Jerome) 

1 Tfiu«)xo[. 3 ToKttrroffwytoi. ' TeKTO<ruyes. 

4 Wemsdorff, d<; lu'pullka daHwum. IMlcmticr. Jfidoire des Celtes, et 
pirth-vUermnent des Oaulois. 
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still retaining, even so late as the fifth ceiituvv. much of tlie 
dialect and maimers of their Celtic 1 ancestors : at the same time, 
like the other inhabitants of Asia-Minor, they generally spoke 
the Greek language ; so that the apostle's epistle would he 
sufficiently intelligible to them. 3 During the reign of Augustus, 
Galatia w;is converted into a Koinan province, and placed under 
the government of a proprastor. The inhabitants of this region 
were, generally idolaters, worshipping the Grecian di\ in sties, 
though it is likely that their religious observances were modified 
by the traditionary superstitions which the original settlers 
brought along with them from the west of Europe. In this 
district, as indeed throughout Asia-Minor, there seem to have 
been many Jews, and not a few proselytes to Judaism. 3 

Such was the state of Galatia when the Apostle Paul appeared 
in it, preaching to its inhabitants the " glad tidings of salvation 
through Jesus Christ." That it was through the instrumentality 
of Paul that Christian ify was introduced into this province, 
and a number of Christian churches founded, is abundantly 
apparent from chap. iv. 13-19; but it is not quite so easy to say 
at what particular time these events took place. It is certain 
that the apostle was at least twice in Galatia. 4 Some have 
supposed that the Galatians were converted by him soon after 
his first visit to Jerusalem, 5 when he went to his native country 
Ciliein, which was at no great distance from Galatia; and as he 
spent a considerable number of years in those regions before 
Barnabas came and brought him to Antiocli, this account of the 
matter is by no moans improbable. Others suppose that the 
churches of Galatia were planted by Paul and Barnabas in their 
first journey, after they had been solemnly set. apart to the work of 
the gospel among the Gentiles. G Galatia is not indeed expressly 
mentioned in the history of that missionary tour; but they are 

" Their origin;)] name, KiAi-ui'. KAra, appears somewhat disguised under 
their later appellation Fahrnu. 

1 " Galatas, except o scrnvnie fir:ec>> que munis On ens loquitur propriam 
liuaTinn cnulem m-ope habere quam Treviros." Hicronym. Pro!, in Ep. ad 
Gal. The subject of the hmsuage of the Galatians is discussed iii Jablon- 
ski's. di>-erhit)iin " I )e Lingua l.vciLunlcii." 

3 For a fuller account of these matters may be consulted, — I foP'niiiini's 
di^sert;ie..ei '■ 1 )c Antl[aa tialatia," and his " lntroduclio Thcomfdcd- 
Critiea ad Lectionem Epp. Pauli ad Gal. et Coloss." 

' Actssvi.6; xviii. 23. « Acts ix. 26. Gal. i. IS. « Acts xiii. 1 3. 



;y Google 
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said 1 to have preached the gospel " in the region that lies round 
about Lycaonia," and there is no doubt that Galatia may he 
included in this general description. In the Acts of the Apostles, 
chap. xvi. 6, and chap, xviii. 23, we read of the apostle being in 
Galatia; but it seems plain enough that on both these occasions 
he found elm relics already established. At whatever period the 
apostle first catne to the Galatians, his labours were remarkably 
successful. Though apparently suffering severely from some 
bodily disease, they received him as an angel of God, and his 
message with a readiness and affection altogether remarkable. 2 



SECT. II.— THE OCCASION OF THE EPISTLE. 

It appears that not very long after their conversion to Christi- 
anity/ 1 the Galatian churches were visited by some false teachers 
who professed to be Christians, but who insisted that, on the part 
even of the converted Gentiles, submission to circumcision and 
an observance of the Mosaic ritual were necessary in order to 
salvation. As this doctrine was in direct opposition to the 
gospel as it had been taught by the apostle and confirmed by 
miracles, these false teachers left no means untried to shake the 
attachment of the Galatian churches to their spiritual father, 
intimating that he was uo apostle, in the proper sense of the 
word, but merely a preacher sent out by the churches at 
.Jerusalem or Antioch; that ho was not consistent in his teaching 
respecting circumcision ; that lie had abandoned the opinion he 
had once held, and now taught the necessity of submission to the 
law of Moses, even on the part of believing Gentiles. These un- 
principled exertions seem to have been attended with but too 
much success. To stop the progress of this defection, and to 
bring buck to the simplicity of the faith of Christ as to the ground 
of acceptance with God, those who had been seduced; and, in 
subordination to tlii.-, object, to vindicate his own character front 
the aspersions cast on it, the apostle wrote this epistle. 

SECT. Ill THE SUBJECT OF THE EPISTLE, 

The subject of this epistle is materially I he same with that of 
the lOpistle to the Romans — the ground of a sinner's acceptance 
with God — the Divine method of justification ; but it is of im- 



v Google 



4 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [TROL. 

portance to remark, that it is not viewed exactly in the same aspect, 
nor treated in the same way, as in that epistle. "Agit apostolus," 
says Krasmus, " in hae epistola, quod nuscpiani non ngit.uta legis 
Mosaics scrvitute invitot ad evangelii gratiatn. Quod idem agit 
in epistola ad Romano s : nam utrisque idem error aeciderat sod 
diversa. nit i one." The diversity of those two epistles, which have 
so much in common, arises from the circumstance, that the apostle 
has to do in each of them with a different set of adversaries. 1 

In the Epistle to the Itomans, in opposition both to Gentiles, 
who expected to he rewarded on account of the merit of their good 
works, and to unbelieving Jews, wdio expected ju.it i Heat ion through 
obedience to their law, and who maintained that the Gentiles 
could not be saved except by submitting to it, he shows that 
men are restored to the Divine favour not by obedience to any 
law, but by believing the truth as it is in Jesus, " who was 
delivered for men's otlenees and raised again for their justifica- 
tion;" and that whosoever docs this, whether Jew or Gentile, 
shall certainly he saved. 

In the Epistle to the Galatians, he contends not with Jews 
rejecting Cliri.M.ia.nir.y, hut with Jews professing to embrace it: 
yet teaching that the observance of the law. of Moses, as well as 
the acknowledgment of Jesus as the Messiah, was necessary to 
the salvation even of the Gentiles. In opposition to this dogma 
he teaches, that the Mosaic institution in all its extent never was 
capable of justifying any person — that it was never intended tin' 
this purpose— that it was now entirely abrogated— and that for 
men to observe its requisitions with the iii/cniiou of ^pevrrmj to 
therMchns God's favour, was not only lost labour, hut was a 
material renunciation of the L'rand characteristic doctrine of 
Christianity, to wit, that men arc restored to the Divine favour 
entirely on the ground of Christ's merits, and entirely by means 
of faith in him. The doctrine is substantially the same in both 



1 " Sciatis eandem esse maieriam Epi>:ola: Paidi ad Gaktas-, et qui* ad 
Romiiniis scrlpta. est : sed hoc differre inter utramque, quod in ilia, altiore 
HUiisu ft pro f'uinlioril ins visiif; est arguments : hie quasi ii.il ens s-crik.TLM dc 
quibii- in consequent ibi is ail. itrnciisnti Gula.Oe el sic in^iAmtes estia ? tali 
scrinnnu moderatus i-A. quod incrqiurd potiusquani doiioret et quoin pos-er.t 
slulli i!il(.-l.Lin-i.:rc,iit eimisnuncs sriiU'iilias conniimii oiv.l ione vestiret : et qua? 
ratio snadere non polerat, rev or: art' I iiudoritas." — I[ii:i»>ny_u. ad Paul, it 
Eustoch. 
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epistles. But in the Epistle to the Romans it is laid down in its 
most general form ; in the Epistle to the Galatians it is laid down 
with a peculiar reference to the false doctrine taught hy the 
Jewish teachers. At the same time it is worthy of remark, that 
as, in the general doctrine of the Epistle to the Romans, ' that 
just.ilieat.ion is not hy law,' the particular doctrine of the Epistle 
to the Galatians, ' that justification is not hy the Mosaic law,' is 
necessarily included ; so from the principles on which the apostle 
in this epistle shows that justification is not by the Mosaic law, 
the general doctrine, that it is not by law at all, necessarily 
follows. 

It also deserves to be noticed, to rescue the apostle from the 
charge of inconsistency which has sometimes been brought 
asiinsl him, that the opinions respecting the Mosaic law which, 
in the xiv. and xv. chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, he 
represents as, though mistakes, yet proper subjects of forbearance 
on the part of the better informed Christians, and those which in 
this epistle he represents as utterly subversive of the gospel of 
Christ, are materially different. The persons mentioned in the 
Epistle to the Romans were sincere Christians, who looked to 
Christ, and Christ alone, for salvation, but who, not being satisfied 
in their minds as to the abolition of the Mosaic institute, still con- 
tinued to observe its requisitions, not as means of justification, 
but merely as religious duties — observances divinely enjoined, 
and never formally repealed. The persons referred to in this 
epistle were men who professed Christianity without understand- 
ing it, — men who, for secular ends, had become teachers, and 
who insisted that circumcision and the keeping of the law were 
as necessary as faith in Christ in order to justification and 
salvation. It is no way wonderful, that though the apostle 
could bear with the former as well-intentioned though misin- 
formed Christians, he would " give place to the others, no, not 
for an hour;" regarding them as the most dangerous enemies of 
Christianity— traitors to the Saviour's authority and murderers 
of the souls of men. 

SECT. IV. — THE DATE OF THE EriSTLE, AND THE PLACE 
FROM WHICH IT WAS 'WRITTEN. 

Some have supposed this to be the first epistle written by 
Paul. This is the opinion of TertulUan and Epiphanius. Others 
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consider it as probably one of the last lie wrote. This is the 
opinion of Theodore t. Chrysostom says it was written previ- 
ously to the Epistle to the Romans. The only internal indica- 
tion of date is in chap. i. 6 ; but it is impossible to say whether 
" so soon" 1 refers to a short period intervening, between their 
receiving the gospel from the apostle and their apostasy, or 
between the arrival of the false teachers among them and the 
success of their machinations. As to the time, therefore, when 
(liis epistle was written, it seems impossible to arrive at certainty- 
It could scarcely, however, lie written earlier than a. D. 49, or 
later than 58. 

A similar uncertainty rests on the place from whence it was 
written. It was probably from some place in Greece-Proper or 
in Macedonia, It is all but certain that the account, given in the 
note at the end of the epistle is not the true one. Wherever it 
was written, it seems pretty evident that it could not be written 
from Rome, to which the apostle did not come sooner than A.d. 
G0. a 

SECT. V. GENUINENESS OF THE EPISTLE, 

With regard to the genuineness of this epistle, the evidence, 
both external and interna!, is abundant, and of the most con- 
clusive and satisfactory kind. Indeed, so far as I know, it has 
never been seriously questioned. 3 It is quoted by the apostolic 
fathers, Clement, Hennas, Ignatius, and Polycarp. Irenasus 
gives evidence in its favour. Clement of Alexandria, Teriullian, 
Origen, and all subsequent Christian writers, refer to it as of 
undoubted authority. It was known, too, to the ancient heretics, 
and by them ascribed to its true author. The evidence is to be 
found at large in Lardner's " Credibility of the Gospel History,'' 
Part ii., chaps. ii., iii., iv., v., vi., xvii., xxii., xxvii., xxxviii., 
Ixxii. 



1 Dr Davidson has examined fin: question n^pcciini; the date of the 
oyiMli', inn: f.ta jjIih-c! I'nn.i ivhidi i! vn< written, villi ;rw!;i1 cure; and candour. 
Ho supposes it most likely that it was written from Ephesns about a.d. 65. 
— Introduction, vol. ii. p. 292, el mq. 

3 It does not belong to Knsobivis' dass of iimAeyd/if,™ ypatfiai, but to 
that of the eVSiuSijsoi tail uu.vhr>y<i£fi.tvm )■■(.' i r r/i ( ;/. wh\it In' e'.sOHJicre oulif 
HiKura rSjv tiucXtjo-iairTiKifv ■xupiiftHaiv i':\^}ni mil fhXnuroi ™i ,wfiniAi;y,-,in 'imi 
ypatpai. 
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The internal evidence of the genuineness of the epistle lias 
been placed in a very striking point of view by Dr Paley, in his 
" Hone Paulinas :"— 

« The argument of this epistle in some measure proves its 
antiquity. It will hardly be doubted but that it was written 
whilst the dispute concerning the circumcision of gentile con- 
verts was fresh in men's minds ; for, even supposing it to have 
been a forgery, the only credible motive that can be assigned for 
the forgery was to bring the name and authority of the apostle 
into this controversy. No design could be so insipid, or so un- 
likely to enter into the thoughts of any man, as to produce an 
epistle written earnestly and pointedly upon one side of a con- 
troversy, when the controversy itself was dead, and the question 
no longer interesting to any description of readers whatever. 
Now, the controversy concerning the circumcision of the gentile 
Christians was of such a nature that, if it arose at all, it must 
have arisen in the beginning of Christianity. As Judeawas the 
scene of the Christian history; as the Author and preachers of 
Christianity were Jews ; as the religion itself acknowledged and 
was founded upon the Jewish religion, in contradistinction to 
every other religion then professed amongst mankind; it was 
not to be wondered at that some of its teachers should carry it 
out in the world rather as a sect and modification of Judaism, 
than as a separate original revelation ; or that they should invite 
their proselytes to those observances in which they lived them- 
selves. This was likely to happen ; but if it did not happen at 
first,— if, whilst the religion was in the hands of Jewish teachers, 
no such claim was advanced, no such condition was attempted 
to be imposed, it is not probable that the doctrine would be 
started, much less that it should prevail, in any future period. 
I likewise think that those pretensions of Judaism were much 
more likely to he insisted upon whilst the Jews continued a 
nation, than after their fall and dispersion ; whilst Jerusalem 
and the temple stood, than after the destruction brought upon 
them by the Roman arms, the fatal cessation of the sacrifice and 
the priesthood, the humiliating loss of their country, and with it, 
of the great rites and symbols of their institution. It should 
seem, therefore, from the nature of the subject, and the situation 
of the parties, that this controversy was carried on in the interval 
between the preaching of Christianity to the Gentiles, and the 
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invasion of Titus ; and that our present: epistle, which was un- 
doubtedly intended to bear a part in this controversy, must be 
referred to the same period. 

" But, again, the epistle supposes that certain designing ad- 
herents of the Jewish law had crept into the churches of 
(.ialatla, and had been endeavouring, and but too successfully, 
to persuade the Galatic converts that they had been taught the 
new religion imperfectly and at second hand; that the founder 
of their church himself possessed only an inferior and deputed 
commission, the seat of truth and authority being in the apostles 
and elders of Jerusalem: moreover, that whatever he might 
profess amongst them, he had himself at other limes, and in 
other places, given way to the doctrine of circumcision.- The 
epistle is unintelligible without supposing all this. Referring 
therefore to this, as to what had actually passed, we find St Paul 
treating so unjust an attempt to undermine his credit, and to 
introduce amongst his converts a doctrine which he had uni- 
formly reprobated, in terms of great asperity and indignation. 
And in order to refute the suspicions which had been raised 
concerning the fidelity of his teaching, as well as to assert the 
independency and divine original of his mission, we find him 
appealing to the history of his conversion, to his conduct after 
it, to the manner in which he had conferred with the apostles 
when he met with tlicm at Jerusalem, — alleging, that so far was 
his doctrine from being derived from them, or they from exer- 
cising any superiority over him, that they had simply assented 
to what he had already preached amongst the Gentiles, and 
which preaching was communicated, not by them to him, but by 
himself to them ; that he had maintained the liberty of the 
gentile church, by opposing, upon one occasion, an apostle to 
the face, when the timidity of his behaviour seemed to endanger 
it ; that from the first, that all along, that to that hour, he had 
constantly resisted the claims of Judaism; and that the perse- 
cutions which he daily underwent at the bands or by the insti- 
gation of the Jews, and of which he bore in his person the marks 
and sears, might have been avoided by him, if he had consented 
to employ his labours in bringing, through the medium of Chris- 
tianity, converts over to the Jewish institution, for then ' would 
the offence of the cross have ceased.' Now, an impostor who 
had forged the epistle for the purpose of producing St Paul's 
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authority in the dispute, which, as hath been observed, is the 
only credible motive that can be assigned for the forgery, might 
have made the apostle deliver his opinion upon the subject in 
strong and decisive terms, or might have put his name to a train 
of reasoning and argumentation upon that side of the question 
which the imposture was intended to recommend. I can allow 
the possibility of such a scheme as' that. But for a writer, with 
tills purpose in view, to feign a series of transactions supposed 
to have passed amongst the Christians of Galatia, and then to 
counterfeit expressions of anger and resentment excited by these 
transactions; to make the apostle travel back into his own his- 
tory, arid into a recital of various passages of his life, some in- 
deed directly, but others obliquely, and others even obscurely 
bearing upon tile point in question ; in a word, to substitute 
narrative for argument, expostulation and complaint for dogmatic 
positions and controversial reasoning, in a writing properly con- 
troversial, and of which the aim and design was to support one 
side of a much agitated question, is a method so intricate, and 
so unlike the methods pursued by all other impostors, as to re- 
quire verv flagrant proofs of imposition to induce us to believe 
it to be one." 1 

The argument for the genuineness of the epistle, from the 
obviously undesigned coincidences between it and the Acts of 
the Apostles, is also very clearly stated by the same most judi- 
cious writer. The general principles on which that argument 
rests are brought out in Nos. II. and III. of the chapter in 
"Hone Paulinas" already referred to. The particular instances 
in which it applies will be referred to in the course of the Ex- 
position. 2 

1 Ilor. Paul. chap. v. No. I. 

2 The following Table, taken from Dr VhiviiUo'i, is valuable, both as fur- 
nisbinff evidence of the epistle's authenticity, and materials for its right in- 
terpretation : — 

Parallels between the Epistle to tin- (,'nlniiita.i mnl that to Uie Romans. 
Gal. ii. 16. . . . Rom. iii. 30. Gal. v. 14. . . Rom. xiii. 8-10. 

... 11.19 vii. 4. ... 1. 17 vii. 13-24. 

... Hi. 6 iv. 8. ... v. 10-21 i. 28-31. 



v Google 



EPISTLE TO THB GALATIANS. [PROL. 



SECT. VI. (iliXliJML CJLUIACTER OF THE EPISTLE. 

The character of the epistle is, upon the whole, a divine 

vehemence mingled with sdleetioiiate tenderness. Erasmus goes 
too far when he savs that in it the apostle '■' reprehend! t mugis 
quam docet." He reproves, but he teaches even more than he 
reproves ; and Ids very reproof is teaching. He is nearer the 
truth when he describes it as '•' vehemens ct acris oratio " breath- 
ing " salubris austeritas et clemens sasvitia." Theophylact's re- 
mark is just : " IloWov to 7rpooi'/iioe yipti Svpoi sai natra ax*&oi> ij 
<Vio-toXtj' to yiip ut\ firiciKfVHjBai rots pathjTtut iicitrki)£fOS dtofievtits, oi 

SiSao-KdXou." Jerome's description of the apostle's eloquence, as 
displayed in [Ids and his other epistles, is very graphic : " Paulum 
npiistoliim quotieseunque lego, videor mihi non verba, sed audire 
tonitrna. Legito epistolas ejus et maxime ad Eomanos, ad 
(jalatas, ad Ephosios, in quibus totus in eertainine posit us est: 
et. videbis ram in testiiooniis qua? sumit de Veteri Testa mento, 
quam artifex, qnam prudens, quam dissimulator sit ejus quod 
agit : videntur quidem verba simplicia, et quasi inuoeeutls 
hominls, et rnsticani et qui nee fkcere, nee declinare noverit in- 
sidias sed quocunque respexeris fulmina sunt."' 

Not less striking is the master-sketch of a living writer,— 
" The mind of Paul is rapid as the lightning, and yet strikes, 
by its zigzag impetuosity, every projecting point that approaches 
its path ; and, still undelayed by these deflexions, attains in- 
stantaneousiy the goal." 2 

The careful student of his writings generally, and especially of 
this epistle, will probably concur with the learned and judicious 
Beza in a eidogium which, to a superficial reader, may appear 
exaggerated. " Quum orationes ipsius totam indolem et x a P aK - 
rripa propius considero, nullam ego in ipso Platone similein gran- 
diloquemism, quoties ill! libnit Dei mysteria detouare ; nullam 
in Demostbene parem SfiwonjTa comperisse me fateor, quoties 
animos metu divioi judicii per terrefa cere, vel coounonolacere, 
vol ad contcmplandam divinam com i tat em attraherc vel ad 
pietatis ac misericordhe officia coustituit adliortari ; nullam 

1 Hieronym. ad Pammachiuni 

J ] >»iiglas's 'Htrut-t ure of Prophecy, p. 09. 
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denique vel in ipso Aristotele et Galen o, pra-stantissimi.-i alioquin 
artincibus magis exaetsim docendi melhodum iuvenio." " Quanta 
subi.ilit.site," to borrow tbe classic words of the accomplished 
Winer respecting this epistle, "quam singulari solertia, quam 
egregio online in liac dispntat.ionc usus est apostolus, quarnque 
accommodate ad Juihwinim mgeiiia, i. e. quam efficaciter expo- 
sita sunt omnia 1 Nihil facile addiderit quisquam, quod argu- 
mentorum incredibilem vim augeat, nihil demserlt quod absonum 
aut debile, nihil trajecerit quod alieno loco positum videatur. 
Bene omnia composita absolutaque sunt, sequabilitcr fluunt, et 
his, qui legant assensum pane extorquent." It is justly remarked 
by Dr Davidson, " A fiery energy pervades the epistle ; an impe- 
tuous tone marks it. Yet the matter is well arranged. The 
order is clear. Idea after idea, and proof after proof, are conse- 
cutively disposed." — "The character of the apostle is strikingly 
impressed on it. Strong emotion, manly earnestness, a tone 
emphatic and sharp, alternating by easy transitions with mild, 
affectionate sympathy, bespeak the energetic Paul." 1 

SECT, VIT,— THE DIVISION OF THE EriSTLE. 

It is justly remarked by Eiccaltoun, that " those who know any 
thing of epistolary -writing will not expect the methodical exact- 
ness of an accurate treatise, mudi iv<s the- formality of a scholastic 
disputant. The writer who understands his business will never, 
indeed, lose sight, of the point, he has in view, nor omit anything 
that is necessary or proper for attaining his purpose ; but at the 
same time he will lay the materials together in such an easy 
natural way, that every new thought shall appear to be suggested 
by what went before, until the whole plan is finished ; each part 
throwing light upon another, and ail of them making one con- 
sistent piece. The epistle before us will be found to be an 
absolute masterpiece in this way of writing." The following 
seem to be the divisions into which the epistle naturally resolves 
itself: — I. The Inscription, chap. i. 1-5. II. The Introduction, 
chap. i. 6-10. III. The Apostle's Historical Defence of Himself 
and of his Office, chap. i. 11-ii. 21. IV. His Defence of 
his Doctrine, chap. iii. 1-iv. 8. ' V. His Expostulations with, 

1 Introd., vol. ii. p. 316. 
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and Warnings of, the Galatians, chap. iv. 9-v. 12. VI. Prac- 
tical Injunctions, chap. v. 13-vi. 10. VII. Postscript, 1 chap. 



SECT. VIII. — THE INTERPRETERS OP THE EPISTLE. 

It may be proper to say a few words in reference to the best 
interpreters of this interesting portion of inspired scripture — one 
of the " weightiest " of the letters of the great apostle of the 
Gentiles. Chrysostom is, beyond all doubt, the best expositor 
of this epistle among the Greek fathers. To use the words of 
Winer, " Omnibus qu.otquot in ecclesia Gr;eea deinceps secuti 
sunt, interpretibus facem quasi prastulit, et a myitis transcriptus, 
a ncmine superatus est." Few interpreters of any age have more 
carefully arid successful ly employed the great instruments of right 
interpretation, the usw-s hquendt — history — and the scope of the 
writer. Tlieodoret, (Ecumenius, and Theophylaol, are valuable 
chiefly from their having borrowed very largely from Chrysostom. 
Jerome among the Latin fathers, though too much a follower of 
Origen in mystic interpretation, gives in many instances just 
views of the meaning of words and phrases, and the force of state- 
ments and arguments. Augustine and Ambrose an; don-malic 
rather than grammatical expositors, and betray gross ignorance 
of the Greek language. 2 The remark of Castellanus is severe, 
but we are afraid just, "Augustinum in cxponenda seriptura 
-utniiia-se." In expounding Script Lire, Augustine dreams rather 
than interprets. 

Among the Roman Catholics, Cornelius a Lapide deserves to 
be consulted for his liberal quotations from the fathers: and Estius 
is, upon the whole, a judicious interpreter. 

Among the Eefbnners, Luther is the most celebrated com- 
mentator on this epistle. His work, however, is more remarkable 

1 " Non vereor, ne opus sit monere, hane epi-ilohc tlislriijiilionem nan ita esse 
imerpn'i.nmlum. (pusi vero conriumnn ipiiimiiOii ae rlifttn-iciiiEi pimiiim ile- 
scrip'.iimeii] hie vunaiulain esse existimartimis ; qiifjit viilelictt arliiieium a 
Paulino scnber.ib ircnere alienissitiuim osso, ut quisque est liberal is iS*. 1''. 
interpret, ita lil.nuitiT fulolur."— Bobgkr. 

1 " Augustine's 'Expositio Epislola: ail GuUiUs' is still, with regard to 
the principal cin;(.(:ii(.H, namely, its eoiiiiiiiiiiications as to the connection be 
tween tlie law ami the gospel, u neon mi only in -tractive ami suggestive.''' — 
Olshausen. 
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for the light it throws on some of the most important points of 
Christian theology and religious experience, than for accurate 
exegesis. Luther's commentary should be read in the original 
Latin. There is much truth in Dr Rodolph Cudworth's remark, 
(Ep. Ded. to Perkins's Com. on Gal.), " that it has lost much of 
its strength and taken wind by changing from language to lan- 
guage, as wine from one vessel to another," — an observation but 
too generally applicable to translations. 

Luther's commentary on the Galatians is a very remarkable 
book. It was a favourite with himself, and he used to call the 
epistle, after the name of his much-loved wife, his Catherine 
de Bora. In the later editions it is so much altered and enlarged 
as to be quite a different work from the earlier editions. It con- 
tains same doubtful doctrine, and much unguarded language i 1 
yet it is very valuable as an illustration oi its author's character, 
as well as of some of the great binding-together principles of the 
Christian system. It is justly remarked by Archdeacon Hare, 
" that they who look into it expecting to find a learned critical 
eouiine.utii ry. «il] be disappointed. It is not such, nor was ever 



1 To prevent equally the notion that this remark was uncalled for, and that 
it means more than it. was intended to do, it is best to give a short sped men of 
what is referred to. "All the prophets did foresee in spirit thui Chrl.-ai-houkl 
become the greatest transgressor, murderer, adulterer, thief, rebel, and blas- 
phemer, that over was or could be in all the world. For he, being made a 
sacrifice fur the sins of the whole world, is not now an innocent person, and 
without sin— is not now the Son of God, horn of the Virgin Mary— but a 
sinner, who carrieth the sin of Paul, who was a blasphemer, an oppressor, a 
persecutor; of Peter, who denied Christ; of David, who was an adulterer, a 
murderer, and caused the Gentiles to blaspheme the name of the Lord ; and, 
briefly, who hath and beareth. all the sins of ah men in his hodj; not that 
he himself hath committed them, but for that he received them, being, com- 
mitted or done of us, and laid them upon his own body, that he might make 
satisfaction for them with his own blood. Therefore, this general sentence 
of Moses, Dent. xxi. 23, comprehendeth him also (although in his own per- 
son he was innocent), because if found him among shiners and transgressors ; 
and when it found him among thieves, condemned mid killed him as a thief." 
—Com. on Gal,, iii. 13. Now, the great German meant no harm. He 
merely intended to give a strong statement of the vicarious nature of our 
Lord's sufferings ; but assuredly here, and on the subject of the Christian's 
relation to the law, he does not use " words that become sound doctrine"— 
" sound speech that cannot he condemned." Such statements provoke ridicule 
on the part of the enemies of evangelical truth, and excite deep regret in all 
its enlightened friends. 
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intended to be such. At times, the author's strong will makes 
passages bend somewhat reluctantly to his interpretation ; but, 
upon the whole, it is marvellous how lie enters into Paul's mind, 
and draws forth his thoughts and expands them." It is a high 
encomium, especially considering whence it comes, pronounced 
by John Eunyan on this book. " I prefer this book of Martin 
Luther's (excepting the Bible) before all the books that I have 
ever seen, as most fit for a wounded conscience." ' Calvin's com- 
mentary, though shorter, is much more valuable as an exposition. 2 
It is made accessible to the English reader by Mr Pringle's ex- 
cellent translation. 

Brentius on this epistle is, as usual, judicious. Hyperiits, 
" interpres eximius," as Borger justly calls him, maintains his 
character in his comment on this epistle. Pareus is here, as 
elsewhere, a judicious dogmatical expositor, with many valuable 



In the age that immediately followed, Grotius, though his 
views of justification lead him to misinterpret some passages," 
occupies the first place. Since that period, among the con- 
tinental divines, Bengel, 1 "VVessel (Witsius' successor) ; Launay 
" accutissimus in paucis interpres," as Borger truly styles 
him ; Semler, Rosenmiiller, Koppc, Moms, Borger, Winer, 
Schott, and Olshausen, deserve to be consulted;-' and among 
British expositors, exclusive of the commentators on the whole 
Bible or New Testament, Perkins, Locke, and Chandler, hold 
the first place, though it must be admitted that the two last 
take very low and limited views of the apostle's object in the 



1 "Lutherua in Epistolaiu ad Galatas Cimirnentarios scripsit satis amplos, 
enuliiiimis atque biL'cnii lesirs li'opli^issjnms qiianipiiin) salis nmstut cum in 
ndnij limps ilmstrandis quam m explieandis vocabiilis versari."— Winer. 

2 " Calvin us in banc cpisiolam commentatus est. niiramqm: in pervidenda 
Apostoli mcnfi' siibtililaiein, in exponendu perspiiniitatem probavit." — 
Win mt. 

'"Grotio magna; in Uteris sacris uxplieaivlis diib.eiilhe, mirifieie artis, 
variif deniquc eruditioma laudes deberi, mine quidem sciuiit atque profiten- 
uir cimues qui aliquid sapimit.'' — Wiser. 

4 "Bengelius magnum sa.^u'itatem. in rimnTulis ac prtrsae explicandia Ap. 
sententiis verborum etiam minimorum significatjinis, consmmsit." — Winer. 

B There is a commentary on this epistle by Vitrmpi in Dutch, mentioned 
by Woltius. It would be worth while to have it examined, and, if at all of 
like merit with the commentary nil Isaiah, to have it tranidiiled. 
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epistle. Barnes's notes are creditable to the diligence, ncuteness, 
and piety of their author; and hYnru^onV., Boston's, and 1 laldano'- 
brief expositions are orthodox and practical; but a satisfactory 
exposition of the epistle in the English language will readily 
be admitted to be still a desideratum. 
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INSCRIPTION OF THE EPISTLE. 



Galatians I. 1-5. — "Paul, an apostle (not. of men, neither by man, but 

1 ■ v .legits Ciiri-t, a.:id (loii the father. « ho raided liini from the dead), and 
all the brethren which are with me, unto the. trtuirt'lu.*.-* of Gahlia: Grace 
be to you, and peace, from Goii the lather, iiml from our Lcnl de-iu.-i Christ, 
wild Li;ave hinibtlf for our sin-, that he miiidit deliver in from this iive-col 
evil world, aeeording to (lie will of God and our Father : to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen." 



AccoiiiUNG to the custom of the age, the apostle begins with a 
short description of himself and his correspondents, connected 
with a wish for their happiness. 

Paul was above the ali'eetatioi] of singularity. In the form of 
his epistles, he follows the ordinary custom of his country and 
age; and lie thus teaches us that a Christian ought not to be 
unnecessarily singular. liv roadilv complying with innocent 
customs, we are the more likely, when we conscientiously absl am 
from what wo account sinful customs, to impress the minds of 
those around us that we have some other and better reason For 
our conduct than whim or humour. Yet the apostle contrives 
to give, even to the inscription of his letter, a decidedly Christian 
character; and shows us that, though we should not make an 
ostentatious display of our Christianity, yet, if we are truiy 
religious, our religion will give a colour to the whole of our 
conduct : even what may seem most remote from direct religious 
employment will be tinged by it. The manner in which the 
apostle manages the inscription of this and his other letters, is a 
fine illustration of his own injunction, " Wh at soever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
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thanks to God and the Father by him." 1 He shows his Chris- 
tianity even in the mode of addressing his letters. 

SECT. I. — THE AUTHOR. 



But let us look a little more closely into the terms of this 
inscription. "Paul." It is probable that the apostle, from his 
infancy, had two names : " Saul," a Jewish, and " Paul," a 
Roman name. 

It was common among Roman citizens to give their children 
what was called a cognomen, in addition to the nomen answering 
to our family name, and iha prainomen answering to our Christian 
name ; and this cognomen often referred to something in the ap- 
pearance, oc to some remarkable event in the history, of the indi- 
vidual. It is not unlikely that our apostle received " Paul" as 
his cognomen from his '•' weak bodily appearance."' 2 Keelesiastical 
tradition represents him as a person of diminutive size. 3 

It was no uncommon thing among the Jews to have two 
names. In ancient times, Solomon and Jedidiah, Azariah and 
Uzziah. Under the Chaldeans and Persians we find Jews with 
two names, -one .1 ewisli, the other Chaldean or Persian : Daniel, 
Belteshazzar ; Hananiah, Sharlrach; Mishael, Mesliach ; Azariah, 
Abcdnego; Nehemiah, Attirshatha. A similar custom prevailed 
under the Greek successors of Alexander : Joshua. Jason; Onias, 
Mi.:iK.'lans.* Under the Romans, Latin surnames seem to have 
been common among the Jews. In the royal family of the 
Uerods, we find Agrippa and Drusilla. The custom seems to 
have extended to the common people also. John, sister's son to 
Barnabas, besides his Hebrew name, had the Roman name 
Marcus. Paul's companion, Silas, is also denominated S.ilvanus. 

Paul seems to have used his Roman name exclusively after 
his solemn separation to the ministry of the Gentiles." His 
object, probably, was to show, that he had divested himself of 
all Jewish prejudices, and to secure to himself that respect, and 
attention, which Gentiles were more likely to show to one 

1 Col. iii. 17. * 2 Cor. x. 10. 

s I'ii-ilus is unciI tn si;rni!\ vory small or little by Terence. 

* Jos. Antiq. ix. 6. s Acts xiii. 2, 9. 



v Google 



18 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [CHAP. I. 1-5. 

who bore a name which seemed to imply that he who bore it 
was a Koman citizen, than to one whose very name told them 
lie belonged to the obnoxious nation, hating, and hated by, all 
the world. If this is the true account of the matter, we have 
here a display of Paul's prudence, and knowledge of human 
nature; his attention to the most minute circumstances which 
might, filled Ins usefulness ; his care not, to increase the difficulties 
in the way of men's conversion by awakening their prejudices; — 
in one word, to use his own language, his " becoming all tilings 
to all men, that by all means he might save some." It was not, 
however, to his dignity, as a descendant of Abraham, or a citizen 
of Rome, that the apostle wished to draw the attention of his 
(lalatiait correspondents. It was to the office which he held in 
the Christian church. The style and appellation by which he 
h as an xious to be known, was neither a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
nor a Denizen of the Imperial City, but a Christian Apostle. 

2. His Office. 
Paul describes himself as " an apostle." The word " apostle" 

is precisely of equivalent meaning with the term " messenger." ' 
Jt. indicates a person employed by another to execute some com- 
mission. Thus, the persons appointed by the churches of Mace- 
donia to carry, along with Paul, their contributions to the poor 
saints at Jerusalem, are termed "the messengers," or apostles, 
" of the churches." a And Epaphroditus is termed the " mes- 
senger," or apostle, of the Philippians." It h ordinarily employed 
in the New Testament as the appropriate appellation of the 
highest order of the Christian ministry. The twelve disciples 
chosen by our Lord himself, as distinguished from evangelists, 
prophets, and ordinary pastors, — Matthias, who was chosen to 
occupy the place of Judas, the traitor,— Paul, and Barnabas, — 
are the only individuals who, in this sense, receive this honour- 
able name. The distinguishing marks of an apostle seem to have 
been, direct instruction by, and commission from, Jesus Christ; 
the power of communicating the Holy Gliost by the laying on 
of their hands ; and authority to superintend and guide the 
catholic Christian church. 4 



' John xiii. Ki.— "Missus," "legatus." ! 2 Cur, viii. 23. 

s Phil, ii. 25. * Vide artide "Apostle," fv i tie's " Cyclopaedia." 
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As there were false apostles, 1 and as Paul's apostleship had 
been called in question, and represented as of a secondary and 
inferior kind—as if lie had been an apo?:le of the apostles, or an 
apostle of the church of Jerusalem, rather than an apostle of 
Christ, — he is not contented with merely calling himself an 
apostle, hut goes on to describe what kind of an apostle he was. 
Christians, ami especially Christian ministers, ought not to be 
ambitious of distinctions, nor very forward in claiming, in every 
case, the respect which properly belongs to them ; hut when 
their usefulness is endangered by men endeavouring to rob 
them of the authority which belongs to their office or character, 
it is a false modesty which would keep them back from asserting 
1 heir rights. Paul was a modest man ; hut he would not silently 
allow any man to deny or extenuate the official authority with 
which Jesus Christ had invested him. 

He was "an apostle, not oP men, neither by 2 man." The 
full expression is, ' not constituted or commissioned by men.' * 
Some have supposed, that all that the apostle meant by these 
words, was merely to assert that his commission was not of 
human but of Divine origin. 4 " This imports something, not 
only greatly more than a Divine permission, or even what is 
brought about in the course of ordinary providence,— it is the 
same thing as the express appointment and authoritative order 
of that God whose apostle he was." s The apostolic office was 
not what Peter says civil government is, an " ordinance of man." 3 
I cannot help thinking each of the phrases has its own peculiar 
meaning. Of those who have been of this opinion, some think 
that the emphasis is to be laid on the different numbers, plural 
and singular, men and man; thus, 'I received my commission 
neither from any body of men, nor from any individual man.' 
' I am not an apostle of the church at Jerusalem, nor am I an 

1 ijffl'r'(ljrei(JTi>Xrii. 

>"d»ro denotes the source, the origin, of On? call; Bui the intermediate 
agent through which it is bestowed on the person chosen." — Olshausen. 
"It is peculiar to Paul to use different prepositions in reference to one 
object, so that connected they shall define the idea in all its aspects; as, 
Gal. i. 1, in no respect an tipostlt. of man .* not from men, as the ultimate 
authority; not by a man, as mediator." — Winer, § 54, 6. 

1 oiiK anavBpmtav KaraaraBfis, or iinwT-eXXojiEi'os, etc. : institutus, vocatus. 
* 8ia SfkypaTos Bcov. Col. i. 1. Eph. i. 1. 1 Cor. i. 1. 2 Cor. i. I. 
5 Riccaltoun. 8 av6pmrivi} ktiW, — 1 Pet. ii. 13. 



v Google 



20 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [CHAP. I. 1-5. 

apostle of Peter, or of James or John, or any of those who are 
" accounted pillars" in the church.' We rather think that the 
sense of the apostle is to lie brought out by laying the emphasis 
on the particles of and by. Paul was not an apostle of 1 men, 
i.e., he did not derive his commission or authority from men. 
He was employed on no human errand. No man had told him 
what lie was to say — he had received credentials from no man. 
Neither was he an apostle by 3 maul A man may have a divine 
communication made to him, and a divine authority' and command 
to impart this to others, and yet he may have obtained both, the 
one and the other through the instrumentality of man. That is the 
case with every rightly called gospel minister. That was the case 
with Timothy. His message and authority were both divine. But 
he received the one from Paul's instructions, and the other from 
the laying on of his hands and of those of the presbytery. But 
the apostle was divinely appointed to his office, and furnished with 
his commission from Jesus Christ, without human intervention. 2 
This is no way inconsistent with the history recorded in the 
thirteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. 

I may be allowed to remark by the way, that though there 
is a most material difference between the Apostle Paul and 
ordinary Christian ministers, yet there is a sense in which it 
may be said even of them, if they are what they ought to be, 
that they arc not " of men," neither il by man." There are too 
many who are ministers of men, who have no authority but 
what men gave them, and no message to deliver hut what, men 
have taught them. These men may be ministers of the Roman 
church, or of the Greek church, or of the English church, or of 

l anb for vna, as 1 Cor. i. 30 \ iv. 5. 2 6«i. 

3 Tertullian's proof of Paul's apostleship (adv. Martian., Lib. v. § 1) is so 
curious a specimen of patristic exposition and logic, that it is worth a.iiiV;iu<:;. 
'■ TdIit ilks figuras et prophetical super filios kilos lienedld iur.es, Jacob (.aim 
ad Beniamin dixisset, ' Beniamin,' inquit, ' lupus rapax ad matutmum 
eomedet adhue, et ad resperam dablt escam.' Ex tribu cnim Beniamin 
oriturum Pauhmi providebai, tupum rapaceni, ad mal.utimiiu eoiuedenteiri ; 
id est prima set ate vii-.taUvruin pecora Diiiuhi, nt pci'i-eeutorem eeclesiiinmi, 
dehinc ad vesperam escam daturum, id est, devergente jam ictate ores Ghrisli 
educaturum ut doctorera natiomun. Nam et Sji.h1 is primo asperitas insec- 
laliuiii^ enva. 1 >si vliI di>l:ir;e ]n).:ti i fcii' i:i. et salist'adio, bona pro malis recipi- 
lailis nrmaiind purleni'tl.nil ipiaui I'aulum in Him'e Kucmiiium tribu s et .lesum 
in David secundum virginis censum." This is one of what the African fathers 
calls, " flgurarum sacramenta." 
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the Scottish church, but they are not ministers of Christ. There 
are others who though not ministers of men are yet ministers by 
men. In one sense, in ordinary cases, all ministers must be by 
men, as it is by the call of the faithful and the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery, that they are regularly invested with 
their office. But many good ministers are ministers by men in 
another sense. Their views of divine truth arc scriptural in 
their substance, and that they aro so, is the ground of their 
belief of them ; hut still they have gained their views chiefly 
through the medium of human writings, and it is in this form 
only that they can bring them forward to others. How much 
better is it when a minister has drawn directly from the 
Word of God what he makes known to his people ; and, freed 
from the trammels of human system, can clearly state to others 
what he has clearly seen for himself in the Holy Scriptures ! 
There is a similar distinction to be observed among private 
professors of Christianity. 1 

In opposition to his being an apostle of men, or by man, Paul 
states that he was an apostle " by Jesus Christ," the Messiah— 
who, in his estimation, was not a mere man, 2 but " God mani- 
fest in flesh," 3 —" and God the Father, who raised him from 
the dead." It is a. just remark of the acute Leslie, that " if 
Christ were not more than man, and considered as such in this 
passage, the apostle's words cannot be made consonant." I can 
scarcely help thinking that the apostle meant to contrast the two 
members of this last clause with the two members of the former 
clause,—' An apostle, not of men, but of God the Father ; an 
apostle, not by men, but by Jesus Christ.' 1 He was " an apostle 

1 Jerome says there are four kinds of apostles or messengers to be found 
in the church. " Primum genus quod neque ab hominibus neque per homin- 
em, sed per Jesum Christum et DeumPatremmitlUur. Alt em m semis ■>. U:o 
quidem est sed per homlnem ; it a Josua fuit a Deo, sed per homincm M ..«:m 
dux populi designate. Tertium genus ab hominibus non a Deo. Hoe 
genus est eorum, qui hominum favore et studio ordinantur : Quartum genus 
quod neque a Deo in.np.ie per lioriiiueiti. neque nb homine sed a semetipso l -'''-'' 

4 This is the opinion of the younger Crellius, under the assumed name of 
Artemonius, and of Le Clerc." " SubinteUijrendum," says the latter, " aut 
forte etiam exprimendum iSiri ©eoO, ut fit plena opposifio." "Ut P. h. 1. 
Bui de Christo et Deo pariter collocaret, fecit brevitatis studio ductus. 
Eum enim aut sic scribere oporteret: ILroXos diroo-roXos ou* an av&pimav, 
JU" rino OeoO jrarpdr, ai»i Bi ^pwirov aWa M ' VoO XpraroC i aut saltern 
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of God the Father." God the Father is uniformly represented 
in the New Testament as, in the economy of grace, the fountain 
of authority — " the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Our Father, because his Father; our God, because his God. 
It is of Him that " the whole family in heaven and in earth is 
named." Whatever Jesus Christ does, he does in the Father's 
name. From Him came the apostle's commission ; and it came 
to him, not through the medium of any man, but through Christ 
Jesus. He was made an apostle by God, through Christ Jesus. 
Jesus directly called him; and directly, too, instructed him. 
What Paul declared, was not what he had learned of men, but 
what lte " received of the Lord." 1 The apostle takes notice, by the 
way, of the important fact — the radical principle of Christianity — 
that God the Father had raised Christ from the dead. This 
was a truth ever present to the apostle's mind in its pre-eminent 
importance ; and cuiiserjucnlly he was always ready to give it 
utterance. It is not unlikely that, in mentioning it here, he 
meant to suggest the idea, — that as an apostle called by the 
Saviour raised from the dead by the power of the Father, he 
was certainly not inferior to those who had been called by him 
when in his suffering state. For it does seem to have been one 
of the circumstances of which the false teachers in different 
churches availed themselves, in endeavouring to lessen Paul's 
authority, that he had not, like the other apostles, been the 
companion of Jesus Christ while on earth. 

3. Sis Associates. 
In the kind wish which he is about to express for the Galatian 
churches, lie connects with himself (verse 2) " the brethren " who 
were with him. It is common in the New Testament to call all 
Christians "the brethren." 2 But it seems probable that here 
the word is used to designate the evangelists who accompanied 
Paul, such as Sosthenes, Apollos, Timothy, Titus, Silvanus, 8 

ita II. a. d. a, a. o. 8. a. aXka Sia 'I^o™ XparroU dirA Otov narpos, orationem 

quo videmus modo contraxit : Tlai\i,s httoctj-oXqs oJtt ■ aXKu Sia 'Irjirod 

XpioTov Kal e«™ naTpik. Manifestum est 8m nietite addendum est ante 
eeoiTia-rpos ita accipiendam voculam esse ut ab ™ sensu non diffcraf ."-— 
Fhitsche in Bom. vol. i. p. 15. 

' 1 Cor. xi. 23; xv. 3. 3 „i MAifni. 

3 1 Cor. i. 1 ; xvi. 12. 2 Cor. i. 1. Tit. ii. 12. 1 Pet. v. 12. 
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Tychicus, 1 Epaphroditus, 2 Onesimus, 3 or the pastors of the 
church of the city where he was when he wrote this epistle. 
This mode of explaining the term is supported by a parallel 
passage in Phil. iv. 21, 22 — " The brethren which are with mo, 
salute you — all the saints salute you" — where "brethren," 
as distinguished from "saints," obviously points out ministers 
as distinguished from the body of the faithful. It has been sup- 
posed that the use of " all," proves that " brethren " here refers 
not to official brethren, but to Christian brethren generally; 1 
but there is no force in the remark. It would be quite a natural 
thing for a minister in this country, writing to another, when 
two or three of his brethren were with him at the dispensation of 
the Lord's Supper, to say, — " all the brethren with me beg to be 
remembered to you." The phrase seems to mean here, as in the 
case referred to, not brother Christians, but brother ministers. 
All true ministers of Christ, though in the present, disjointed state 
of the church they belong to different denominations, should con- 
sider one another as brethren, and act accordingly. Paul does 
not join the brethren along with him to intimate that they had 
any hand in the composition of the epistle, or that his declara- 
tions as an apostle required any support from them ; but he 
mentions them as a token of his affection lor them, and of their 
affection for the Gala trans, and also likely to show the Galatians 
that his sentiments respecting the points discussed in the epistle 
were by no means peculiar to himself. 

SECT. II. — THE PERSONS ADDRESSED. 

The epistle is addressed (verse 2) " to the churches of Galatia." 5 
It has often been asserted, but I do not think it has yet been proved, 
that the word "church," as used in reference to Christians, is 
never used but in two senses, to denote either a particular con- 
gregation of Christians who are accustomed to meet together for 

1 Eph. vi. 23. s Phil. ii. 25. s Col. iv. 9. * oi tvx&*tes, plebeii. 

* "Opa tow 6vpov teal nji/ oBopt/v oti yip flirt to'is Ay<m>iToU, roh T/yuttT' 
phots olSi nns iKxXija-ttus tqO 8fwS d\\' itirkms r<ils e'kkXijo-iW tijs ruKarias. — 
Thbophtlact. "Non adiit hie 'sanctio' quia cceperant ab evangelio 
declinare." — Gkotius. " Non addit epitheta uti ad Rom., Cor., etc. 
etc."— Resgel. " Tin? omission of all laudatory epithets is to be ascribed 
to the displeasure the apostle fell in reference to the Galatian community."— 
Olshausen. 
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Christian worship, or the whole body of Christians. In the New 
Testament, it. does seem sometimes to be used to signify a number 
of congregations united together by a common government. In 
Jerusalem, in Anlioch, and in many other places, there were far 
more Christians than could meet in one place ; and we ought 
to remember, that from the iniquity of the times, they had 
generally to meet in private houses; yet wc read not of the 
churches of Jersualem or of Antioch, but of the church. Here 
the word is used in the plural number; and the reason seems 
obvious. Galatia was a large district of country containing 
many cities. The congregations scattered over the country 
could not have such frequent and intimate intercourse as those 
residing in the same city, and therefore they are called not the 
church, but the churches of Galatia ; and it is not improbable 
that the one expression may have been chosen rather than the 
other, because, though many of the churches of Galatia had em- 
braced the false doctrines of the Judaising teachers, there might 
still be some who retained the simplicity of the truth. 

SECT. Ill — THE GREETING. 

The salutation of the apostle and his fellow-labourers in the 
gospel to the churches of Galatia, contained in verse 3, includes 
a prayer, a statement of doctrine, and a doxology. 

1. A Prayer. 
" Grace be unto you and peace from God the Father and 
from 1 the Lord Jesus Christ." " Grace" signifies favour, kind- 
ness ; and " Grace be to you from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ," is. just equivalent to,—' May you be the objects of 
the kind regard of God the Father and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and may you receive from them abundant tokens of 
their kindness in all heavenly and spiritual blessings.' " Peace " 
is a general word for happiness. The ancient Jewish salutation, 
still common among the Orientals, " Peace be with you," is just 
equivalent to, ( May you be happy.' " Peace be to you from 
God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ," then, signifies,— 

1 Olshausen supposes hih omitted here, like Sia in verse 1 ; and that the 
right rendering is ' through the Lord Jesus Christ.' 
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( May you receive from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, all that is necessary to your happiness both here and 
hereafter.' These benedictions are indeed prayers, and they 
show us that the apostle looked for happiness both to himself and 
others from "God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ;" 
that he considered the Father and the Son as equally the object 
of Divine worship, and that he reckoned prayer to them the 
appointed way of obtaining saving blessings. One of the best 
ways in which Christian ministers can manifest their love to 
their people, is by praying for them, " The ministry of the 
word " and " prayer" should be conjoined. 

2. A Statement. 
Having been led to mention our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
benediction, the apostle does not finish the sentence, but, 
according to a very common practice with liim, introduces, as it 
were by-thc-bye, a statement of one of the most important truths 
of the gospel,' " who gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world." 2 The meaning of the 
phrase, " he gave himself for our sins," is, ' he voluntarily by his 
snll'et higs and death made atonement for our sins' — ' he offered 
himself a sacrifice for our sins.' This is, if I mistake not, implied 
in the very words before us; 8 and that this is the apostle's 
meaning is very plain from parallel passages where he uses simi- 
lar language, — 1 Tim. ii. <5, " lie gave himself a ransom ;" Tit. 
ii. 14, " he gave himself for us that he might redeem us ;" Eph. 
v. 2, "he gave himself for us a sacrifice and an oU'ering." He 
here states the doctrine which pervades the whole volume of 
revelation, and is the very comer-stone of the gospel, 'that Jesus 
Christ, God's incarnate Son, voluntarily took the place of guilty 
men, did what they were bound to do, suffered what they deserved 
to suffer, and thus rendered their pardon and deliverance con- 
sistent with, and illustrative of, all the perfections of the Divine 
character, his holiness and righteousness as well as Jus mercy, 

1 Gal. i. 4. 

a iiirtp is the textw receptus. Mill, Griesbach, Knapp, Matthaei, Lach- 
mann, prefer, on apparently good grounds, irepi. The phrase n-epi iiiapriat 
is common in the New Testament, Rom. viii. 3; 1 Pet. iii. 18; Uoliniv. 10; 
Heb. x. 26 ; xiii. 11. virfp is the word more ordinarily used by the Apostle 
Paul. 8 jrepl iftaprmy. 
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and all the rights and interests of his moral administration. In 
the language of the Old Testament, " he was wounded for our 
transgressions, lie was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement 
of our peace was on him ;" and in that of the New, " he became 
a curse for us" — "he was made sin in our room" — "he died i\'r 
us" — " died for our sins" — " he bare our sins on his body to the 
tree" — he "bore away the sins of the world." The phrase 
" gave himself" brings out strongly the complete voluntariness of 
our Lord's expiatory sufferings; and the fact that the procuring 
cause of salvation, is the entire acting and suffering, the whole 
course of completion funnily in thought, feeling, and conduct, to 
the Divine law in ils precept and sanction, of the God-man Jesus 
Christ. He became poor — he made himself of no reputation — 
lie em pii.nl Iihuttlj'- — Imul'leil himself. " No man took his life 
from him — he laid it down of himself. He made his soul an offer- 
ing for sin, pouring it out unto death." His sacrifice was the 
sacrifice of himself — his whole self. 

The design of our Lord's propitiatory sacrifice is pointed out 
by the apostle in the following clause : — " He gave himself for wir 
sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world." Some 
render it ' from the evil of this present world ;" but had this been 
the apostle's meaning, (he phraseology would have been different. 
The word "world" has, I believe, been most commonly considered 
as equivalent to 'men of the world'— wicked men, and the word " de- 
livered" as equivalent to 'separated from— taken out from among ;' 
and the whole phrase aw equivalent to ' that he might separate us 
from the great body of mankind, who are sunk in ignorance, vice, 
and wretchedness, and make us his peculiar people.' In this case 
the passage would be nearly synonymous with Tit. ii. 14, " who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem to himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." This affords a very good meaning, 
but I doubt if it exactly conveys the apostle's idea. There can 
be no doubt that in our English New Testament the word 
"world" is often equivalent to worldly men — men entirely occu- 
pied with present and secular things, who have always formed 
by far the greater part of the inhabitants of the world. Thus, 
*' therefore the world knoweth not us, even as it knew not him." 2 



1 L'Enfant and Beausobre — " de la mechancetc do ce present sit'cle." 
= 1 Johniii. 1. 
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— " If ye were of the world, the world would love its own ; but 
because ye are not of the world, the world liateth you." 1 But in 
every case where the world certainly signifies worldly men, it is 
the translation of a different word in the original, 2 I have not 
been able to find any passage in the New Testament where the 
word here used certainly signifies worldly men. From the un- 

■l"lvU«l I.Kl ll. .-'il, .,- r|- ,, I..,, i., ,.1, hvul.i. btLt 

different states of mankind before and after our Lord's corning in 
the flesh are denoted, and that " the world to come" is used by the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews (though the word employed 
by him is a different one) * to denote the New Testament order of 
things, some have concluded that the apostle had here the Jewish 
state under the Mosaic law in his eye ; and that he means to tell 
those who wished so much to be under that dispensation, that 
when Christ gave himself for our sins, there was an end put to 
that dispensation, and that it was Ins design to take his people 
out of that state,- " to redeem them from the law," — to take them 
out of the world which bad been, and to bring them into a new 
world which, in the times of the law, had been called " the world 
to come." That such was the design and consequence of our 
Lord's expiatory death there can be no doubt ; yet, as Riccaltoun 
well observes, " the state under the law neither was, nor is ever 
in Scripture called, evil in itself; and even had it been otherwise, 
the great body of those to whom the apostle was writing were 
never in that world, and could not with any propriety be repre- 
sented as taken out of it." Besides, that economy was abolished, a nd 
could not, therefore, with propriety be termed the "present world." 
By " the world," then, I apprehend is to be understood here 
' the present state of things,' including the external frame of na- 
ture, and the opinions, dispositions, and habits of mankind. I 
do not think it is called the present age or world to mark the 
precise state of the world when Paul wrote, but to distinguish it 
both from the original state of things and the final state of things 
— from the primitive world and the celestial world. 6 It is termed 



1 John xv. 19. 2 Kocr/ios, not alav. 3 alav. * oiKoufiew?. 

6 'O atom ImraXm, 2 Pet. iii. 5, 6, and 6 alav piXKav. 'Evearais has bcei 
supposed by some to indicate, by itself, tlio Paulo-post future ; but then 
can be no doubt that here, and in Rom. viii. 38, it is rightly rendered pre 
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an " evil," ! i. e., according to the primitive meaning of the term, 
a corrupted, ;i diseased, a disordered, "world." When the world 
was made by God, it was pronounced by the unerring Judge 
very good : every thing was as it ought to be; and when it is re- 
made, if I may use the expression, it shall again be very good ; 
and "Jehovah shall 'again' rejoice in all his works." In the 
" new heaven and in the new earth" there is to be nothing but 
righteousness; but the present world, as opposed both to the past 
and the future, is an " evil world," full of physical because full of 
moral evil, full of misery because full of sin. 

Now, what is meant by being " delivered 1 from this present 
evil world" 1 It does not mean solely nor principally the being 
taken out of this evil world by death ; it signifies the being deli- 
vered from all the evils of whatever kind that men are involved 
in from their living in, and forming a part of, " this present evil 
world." 

The "present evil world" is under the malediction of God. 
The same God who blessed the world at its creation, laid it under 
a curse after the sin of man. " Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake," 8 said Jehovah. "The whole creation was made subject 
to vanity." 1 This province of the universe of God was laid as it 
were under the ban of the Divine empire. The intelligent portion 
of it particularly lies under an awful curse. " Cursed is every 
one who continueth not in all things written in the book of the 
law to do them." s They are " cursed in their basket and store, 
when they go out and when they come in;" cursed for time and 
for eternity. Their very blessings are cursed. To use the sublime 
language of the prophets, there is a curse " gone forth over the 
face of the whole earth," u and this curse is " devouring the earth, 
and making desolate those that dwell therein." Now, to be 
"delivered from this evil world" certainly implies the being 
removed from this state of condemnation — the having our happi- 
ness rendered consistent with the purity of the Divine character, 
the righteousness of the Divine law, and the faithfulness of the 
Divine declarations. 

1 n-oifjpiSr. 

! The force of i£aiptitr8ai will appear by consulting Acts vii. 10-34, xii. 11, 
xxiii. 27, xxvi. 17 ; rtscm, " vx impendent! pcricnlo et calamitate magna vi 
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But this is not all. The present world, so far as it is intelli- 
gent, is, in ;i religious point of view, wholly evil, except so far as 
it is under the influence of another world. AH that is good in 
it comes from above ; and all its influences on the minds of its 
inhabitants in their natural state, are of an irreligious and de- 
moralising tendency. A man of this world, exposed only to 
worldly influences — to influences arising from present sensible 
tilings — from " all that is in the world, the lust of the eye, the 
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, which are of the world 
and not of God," 1 — may become worse, but he will never be- 
come better. In the world, as God made it, all intelligenl 
beings were good, and all the influences of surrounding objects 
were of a kind calculated to make them better. But it is 
otherwise now. To be " of the world" is just another way of 
expressing what is ungodly, what is " not of the Father." He 
who is " in the world " is " without God." 3 Now, to be " de- 
livered from the present evil world" implies in it the being 
delivered from this demoralising influence of the present world 
—the being formed to a. character entirely different from that 
which is the result of any combination of mere worldly influ- 
ences. And this is done by bringing to bear on the mind the 
influences of the Divine Spirit— by subjecting it to " the powers 
of the world which is to come," 

Still further, "this present evil world" shall certainly ulti- 
mately be visited with that destruction to which it is doomed. 
" The world and the lusts thereof must pass away.". 3 — " The 
heavens and the earth which are now are kept in store reserved 
unto fire." 4 These heavens must " pass away with a great noise, 
the elements must melt with fervent heal, the c;irtli ;ibo and i he- 
works which are therein must be burnt up ;"— "all these things 
must be dissolved ;" s and in this destruction those men who are 
identified with the present system of things, " the men of the 
world," shall bo involved. That day of doom to the present evil 
disordered world, is " the day" also " of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men," when thuy shall be " punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his power." 6 Now, to be delivered from this present evil world 



1 John ii. 16. 


- ,Y'>'i'!> Xfliurov — nBi 


01 fa) Tf KOTfia, Epll. 


1 John ii. 17. 


J 2Pet. iii. 7. 


6 2 Pet. iii. 10, 1 


2 Thess. i. 9. 
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is to be secured from this destruction, which is the merited por- 
tion of every human being ; it is to be secured of a species of 
happiness not liable to change or dissolution — " an inheritance 
incorruptible, and uiuMled, and that fadeth not away" 1 — an 
interest in the " new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." a It is to have for our chief good something which 
is entirely independent of " the present evil world," and to the 
full enjoyment of which the dissolution of "the present evil 
world " is absolutely necessary. This is to be " delivered from 
the present evil world" — from the curse which lies on it — from 
the immoral character it forms and cherishes— and from the 
dreadful destruction to which it is doomed. It thus appears that 
deliverance or redemption from "this present evil world" is a 
comprehensive expression, including every pari; of the Christian 
salvation — the " redemption that is in Christ through his blood, 
even the forgiveness ofsins" — the "redemption from all ini- 
quity," which makes its subjects " a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works" — and the " deliverance" or redemption " from the 
wrath that is to come"— in one word, " the salvation that is in 
Christ, with eternal glory." 

Thus to deliver us from " the present evil world " was the 
grand design of our Lord's voluntary, vicarious sacrifice. He 
" gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this 
present evil world." And the sacrifice was well fitted to serve 
the purpose. 

He " redeemed us from the curse, by becoming a curse for 
us." By his sufferings and death in our room, he rendered our 
salvation consistent with the honour of God, and the stability of 
his government. 

By the same means he removed out of the way the obstacles 
which prevented the communication of that divine influence, 
which alone can counteract the depraving influences of " the 
present evil world." He did more : he secured the communica- 
tion of those influences to those given him by the Father ; and 
the plain, well-attested record of his giving himself for us is the 
grand instrument, in the hand of the Spirit, for transforming 
the character by the renewing of the mind. 

The doctrine of the cross, understood and believed, is the 
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wondrous talisman which breaks all the spells of that most 
powerful of ;ill enchantresses, " the present evil world" — making 
what appeared real and important vanish into empty air, and 
what was unseen and unfelt assume a distinct visibility and a 
palpable reality : making; God and eternity burst on the mind in 
a resistless but delightful eHidgorieo, which overpowers the false 
lights of present and sensible tilings, and opens up a new, and 
wider, and happier region, in which the mind may exert all its 
faculties, and the heart find enough to fill all its capacities of hope, 
and love, and enjoyment, though continually enlarging for ever. 

Finally, it was by thus giving himself for our sins that he 
secured to us deliverance from " the wrath that is to come," and 
purchased for himself those powers, in the exercise of which he 
shall save his people amid the horrors of the dissolution of" this 
present evil world/' and make them for ever happy in the world 
which is to come. God hath given him " power over all flesh," 
" because he has laid down his life for the sheep." 

To be * delivered from the present evil world ' is a phrase, in 
some of its bearings, nearly synonymous with " having the world 
crucified to a person by the cross of Christ," 1 and with having 
" our old man crucified with Christ," 3 — with our being " dead," 
while "our life is bid with Christ in God." 3 But it is more 
comprehensive than any of these expressions. It is equivalent 
to Christ's having expiated our sins by the sacrifice of himself, 
that we migiit be made new creatures, and brought into a new 
world, 4 or system of things, — a state of things directly opposed 
to " this present evil world," — an orderly, holy, happy, permanent 
state, the perfection of which is heaven. 

The apostle adds that Christ " gave himself lor our sins, that 
he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the 
will" — the benignant good pleasure — "of God and our Father."'' 
An Knglish reader would readily suppose that " God and our 
Father " are two different persons. The original text suggests 
no such idea. 3 The meaning is, ' our God and Father? God 

i Gal. vi. 14. ! Rom. vi. 6. 

i Col. iii. 3. 4 row) KTta-ts, 2 Cor v. 17. 

5 Eph. i. 5, 11 ; iii. II, tiboda roC ftX^aTos aitav. Psal. xxs. 6, LXX. 
for ■-,--, {w, h ™ dArmari avrod. See also verse 8. o&k dirt *qt' tWa^* 
tov Tlarpis oAX<i Kara to fiiXijfia, Tcvrio-Tt tj/v tiSontm. — THBOPHTLACT, 

" The particle km " and," is here hermeneutic ; as Crellius sajs, it is equi- 
valent to " id est," or " qui est ;" or rather, it does not connect different 
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is the God of believers. He treats them as his people ; they 
regard Ilim as their God — the object of their supreme esteem 
and love, obedience and submission. He is their Father — the 
Author of their new and better being. Having begotten them 
again — having brought them into the relation, and formed them to 
the character, of children, — He regards them with complacency, 
and treats them with kindness. This clause is to be viewed as 
connected with both the preceding. It is equivalent to a de- 
claration that it was the will of God that men should be de- 
livered from " this present evil world," and that this should 
be done by Jesus Christ giving himself for our sins. To this 
gracious determination of God is to be attributed our salvation, 
and the means of our salvation. The best commentary on this 
passage is to be found in the following quotations from the 
Epistles to the Ephesians and Hebrews : — " Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all .-pirim:il blessings in heavenly places in Christ; according as 
He hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love : 
having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved: in whom we have redemption through 
his blood, tlie forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace ; wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence ; having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to Ids good pleasure, which He hath purposed in him- 
self: that, in the dispensation of the fulness of times, He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth, even in him : in whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will ; that we should be to the praise of his glory, who 
first trusted in Chzist. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation : in whom 
also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the re- 
persons, but different descriptions of the same person : 1 Cor. ti. 2 ; Eph. i. 
3; iv. 6; 1 Thess. i. 3; iii. 11 ; 1 Pet. i. 2. 'H/iic belongs equally to both 
nouns, efoO and Harp6s. 
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demption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory." " Wherefore, when he coraeth into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, hut a body hast Thou 
prepared me : in burnt-offerings find sacrifices for sin Thou hast 
had no pleasure : Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of 
the book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God. Above, 
when be said, Sacrifice, and offering, and burnt -offerings, and 
offering for sin, Thou wonldest not, neither hadst pleasure 
therein; (which are offered by the law;) then said he, Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that He 
may establish the second. By the which will we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." ' 
We are never to think of God the Father as indisposed to save 
man till prevailed on to do it by the labours, and sufferings, and 
prayers of his incarnate. Son. The whole scheme originated in 
the will of the one God ; and the mediatorial economy is nothing 
more than the means adopted by infinite- wisdom to execute the 
purpose of infinite mercy, in consistency with the claims of in- 
finite justice. 

3. A Doxology. 
This concise but complete account of the Christian salvation, 
in its procuring cause, its constituent elements, and its primary 
source, is concluded by an ascription of praise to its gracious 
Author,— " To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." 2 It 
is difficult to say whether the apostle meant this ascription of 
praise to be understood as addressed to the Father or to the Son. 
There is no doubt " God the Father " is the nearest antecedent ; 
but there is as little doubt that " Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
self for us," is the principal subject of the preceding proposition. 
It matters very little how it is understood. We know, from 
many other passages of Scripture, that Jesus Christ, as well as 
the Father, is the object of religions worship, and that to the 
Father and the Son is due the ascription of equal praise for the 
work of our salvation. Whoever understands, in any good 
measure, that plan of salvation — which well deserves to be called 

' Eph. i. 3-14. Heb. x. 5-10. 

* Gal. i. 5, q 8d£n. Wakefield supposes the force of the article to be 
" the glory of this deliverance." ft<i£« is.liinvcwr, one <>!' lb Die iioui^ ivliichi 
in its most abstract signification, takes the article— Mi dd. chap. v. % 1 . 
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" the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose 
which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord," 1 — will readily 
ajireo with the apostle that glory should he ascribed to both for 
over ; that the power and the wisdom, and the righteousness and 
kindness, displayed in the formation and execution of this plan, 
deserve to draw forth the highest sentiments of adoring esteem 
and affectionate love, and the most fervent expression of these 
from men and angels for ever and ever. 

It is delightful to think that the apostle's wish shall assuredly 
be gloriously realised. It is pleasing to think that what, owing 
to the fascinations of " the present evil world," attracts so little 
attention in time — on earth, — shall be the grand sub] eel of thought 
—the grand centre of feeling — the grand theme of acknowledg- 
ment and praise in heaven, throughout eternity. There they 
sing a song which will be ever new — " Salvation to our God who 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb." " Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation: and hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests : and we shall reign on the 
earth." " I beheld," says the rapt John the divine, " and I 
heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and the 
beasts, and the elders : and the number of them was ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ; saying 
with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. And the 
four beasts said, Amen. And the four-and-twenty elders fell 
down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever." 2 Oh, 
whothiit has even in the smallest degree experienced the eflieacv 
of the Saviour's sacrifice, in a deliverance from " the present 
evil world," can refrain from wishing, even here, to join tiie song 
nf imgels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, and say, 
" To him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 

1 n-oXviroiKiW aaij>ia. Eph. in. 10, 11. ' Rev. vii. 10; v. 9-14. 
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own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father ; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

" Amen " is a particle expressive of approbation — it is right 
that it should be so ; of faith— it shall be so ; of desire 2 — oh, that 
it were so ! So ought it to be — so let it be— so shall it be. 



. 16; Numb. v. 22. The LXX. render 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE. 

Galatians I. 6-10.—" I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him 
that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel : which is not 
another ; but there he some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel 
of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him he 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him he accursed. For 
do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." 

SECT. I. — INTRODUCTORY KEMA.IUCS. 

That man, as a religious and moral being, is radically and totally 
depraved, — that the bias of bis nature is decidedly towards what 
is false in sentiment, and towards what is wrong in feeling find 
action, — is a principle which is not only frequently stated, in the 
plainest terms, in the Holy Scriptures, but the admission of which 
is forced on us by our experience of what takes place within us, 
and our observation of what takes place around us. Notwith- 
standing the completeness of that system of moral means for 
making men wise and good, for giving a right direction to their 
religious and moral views and dispositions, contained in the Bible 
— a plain and well-attested revelation of the Divine will, — bow 
comparatively rare are the instances in which its application h 
found effectual for the purpose it is obviously intended, and 
as obviously calculated, to serve — the favourable, and the per- 
manently favourable, transformation of the human character! 
Though the statements of divine revelation are most perspicuous, 
though its evidence is most satisfactory, though the arguments it 
employs are most conclusive, and the motives it urges altogether 



H0S t eG by Google 



P. II. § 1.] INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 37 

overwhelming, — yet what a very small proportion of those to 
whom this revelation is presented, and even of those with regard 
to whom the most powerful human means are employed to fix 
their attention on it, ever really understand and believe its doc- 
trines, or experience its renovating, guiding, controlling influence, 
over the active principles of their nature ! Indeed, in no case 
docs this take place but as the result of a peculiar divine 
energy. No man is "born again" till he is "born of the 
Spirit." And. I know no fact which, well understood, places in 
a stronger point of light the religious and moral depravity of 
man than this, that no man ever does really understand, and 
believe, and live under the influence of the remarkably simple, 
perfectly rational, most clearly attested principles of the Christian 
revelation, till he become the subject of the supernatural operation 
of the Holy Ghost. 

And even after a man has thus become the subject of divine 
influence, how much ignorance, misapprehension, and. error, — 
how much imperfection and impropriety, — still remain, just be- 
cause he is not completely subject to that influence ! And suppose 
that influence intermitted, the natural bias to error and to sin ma- 
nifests itself,— truths the most firmly believed become in his view 
doubtful, — and sinful dispositions, apparently mastered, begin to 
assume their former energy ; and could that influence be entirely 
withdrawn, the renewed man would soon be entirely divested of 
his peculiar character, and " the latter end would be worse than 
his beginning." The partial apostasies of genuine Christians are 
fearful demonstrations of the power of natural depravity, — clear 
evidences that, but for the constant operation of the good Spirit, 
every good man would soon become a bad man ; and everything 
like right religious thinking, and feeling, and acting, would be 
banished from the earth. 

Of the strong tendency of the human mind, even after having 
been in a good measure enlightened in the knowledge of the 
truth, to revert to former, or to fall into new, errors, we have a 
striking exemplification in the history of the Galatian churches. 
They had been instructed in the principles of Christian truth by 
the Apostle Paul. No man better understood these principles, 
and no man could more distinctly and clearly exhibit them. 
Most distinctly had he taught the Galatians that Christ cruci- 
fied was the only and the all-sufficient Saviour ; and that faith 
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in the truth respecting him, was the only way in which men 
could he interested in the blessings of his salvation. And most 
satisfactorily Lad lie proved the truth of all his declarations by 
working miracles. The Galatians, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, believed the gospel. as preached and confirmed by 
the apostle; and were so delighted with the message, that they 
received the messenger " as an angel of God," and, if it had 
been possible, would have "plucked out their own eyes, and have 
given them to him." ' Yet, in the course of at most a few years, 
many of those converts were induced, by the artful discourses of 
false- teachers, who gave no satisfactory evidence of the divinity 
of their mission or the truth of their doctrines, materially to 
renounce the principles which they had learned of the apostle, 
and adopt a system utterly irreconcilable with them, and en- 
tirely subversive of them. This sad and sudden change excited 
in the mind of their spiritual father mingled sentiments of aston- 
ishment, and .sorrow, and indignation, at that .inconstancy which 
the Grecian orator terms "the greatest of all reproaches." * These 
emotions are very powerfully expressed in that introductory para- 
graph of the epistle which now lies before us for explication. 

SECT. II. — THE CHANGE THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE AMONG THE 
GALATIANS, THE CAUSE OF IT, AND THE APOSTLE'S FEELINGS 
IN REFERENCE TO IT. 

" I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called 
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel : which is not 
another ; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert 
the gospel of Christ." 3 

1. The/act. 
The apostle represents the Galatian churches as "removed 
from him that called them." 4 What are we to understand by the 
"calling" of the Galatians? and whom are we to understand by 
" him who called them" ? The word "call" is very frequently 
used in the New Testament in reference to Christians ; and it 
is obvious, that to be called, and to be a Christian, are, if not 

1 Gal. iv. 14, 15. ' luyurrov oveidmv. — Demosth. 

' Gat. i. 6, 7. * /MTQTi'ftirft otto rati KaX((raiTos ipis. 
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equivalent terms, two descriptions of the same class of individuals. 
Tho phrase seems, like most of the distinctive appellations of 
Christians in the New Testament, borrowed from the Old Testa- 
ment, and to have originated in the manner in which Abraham 
was set apart to be the father of the peculiar people of God. He 
was called by the voice of God when in his native country, and 
induced to comply with that call, — to come out from among Ins 
idolatrous relations, and go to a distant land, and become the 
founder of a family which was, through many succeeding ages, 
to be the repository of the true religion. 1 To be called, in the 
New Testament sense, 2 is, by means of the invitations of the 
gospel accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit, to be 
induced to believe the truth, arid make a profession of this lhith. 
The Galatians were " called," when, through the preaching of 
the apostle Paul, they were invited, and induced to accept of 
the invitation, to participate in the blessings of the Christian 
salvation. 3 

But wdiom are we to understand by " him that called" 4 theml 
Home interpreters have been of opinion, that by "him that called" 
them, the apostle means himself. This is, however, entirely in- 
consistent with the uniform usage of the phrase, ' calling men.' 
It is always, without an exception so far as I know, referred to 
God the Father, or to our Lord Jesus Christ; and, indeed, 
ciillitiL', in the sense in which we have explained it, is a work 
to which human agency is altogether inadequate. Calling id 
ascribed to God the Father, Rom. viii. 30 ; ix. 24 ; 1 Cor. i. 9 ; 
vii. 15, 17 ; 1 Thess. ii. 12 ; v. 24 ; 2 Thess. ii. 14 ; 2 Tim. i. 9 ; 
1 Pet. i. 15; ii. 9; v. 10; 2 Pet. i. 3. It may be understood as 
ascribed to Christ, Rom. i. 6 ; perhaps John x. 16. Nor need we 
wonder at calling being ascribed to both, when we recollect that 
" what things soever the Father doeth, these also doeth the Son 
likewise ;" 5 and that " all power in heaven and in earth is given 

1 Gen. xii. 1-4. Isa. xlviii. 12. 

3 Matth. ix. 13. Luke v. 32. Rom. viii. 30; ix. 24, 25. 1 Cor. i. 9,26. 
Gal. v. 13. Eph. iv. 1. Col. iii. 15. 1 Thess. iv. 7. 2 Thess. ii. 14. 
1 Tim. vi. 12. Heb. ix. 15. 

3 The origin and meaning of the terms, kil\uv, and nXfjint, as applied to 
Clirisfians, are discussed by Pott, in his second Excursus in his Commentary 
on the Epistles of Peter; and by Tittmann, in his " Opuseula Theologica," 
p. 285. 

* roc KaMtrtura, " John v. 19'. 
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unto him." ' In the whole process of bringing sinners of man- 
kind into his kingdom, the Father does nothing but by the Son. 2 
It is plain our translators understood the appellation of God the 
Father; but I cannot help thinking, with the Syriac and Arabic 
translators, that the apostle meant the phrase to be understood 
of Jesus Christ. This is also Jerome's opinion ; and has been 
adopted in later times by Erasmus, Calvin, Cornelius a La- 
pide, Junius, Hyperius, Grotius and Vitringa. The words, liter- 
ally rendered, are, " Him who called you in grace, Christ ;" 3 or, 
more in our idiom, ' Christ, who hath graciously called you.' 
This gives the natural meaning to ' in grace.' 1 It is harsh to 
render it as if it were 'through grace';' 5 and still harsher to 
render it as if it were ' into the grace,' 6 as our translators have 
done. 7 Christ, by the instrumentality of Paul's preaching, and 
by the effectual operation of the Holy Ghost, had converted 
many of the Galatians from idolatry and from Judaism to Chris- 
tianity—had led them to " believe with the heart," and to " con- 
fess with the mouth," the truth as it is in Jesus. And this he 
had done " in grace," or graciously. It was a most important 
favour he bestowed on them ; and it was a blessing equally unde- 
served and unsolicited, entirely the result of sovereign kindness. 
The nest phrase that comes to be considered is, " Ye are 
removed from him that called you." What is meant by the 
Galatians being removed from Christ? The expression is, liter- 
ally, " Ye have removed yourselves." s To remove themselves 
from Christ, who had called them, is plainly to abandon the 
principles which he had taught them,— to give up the pecu- 
liarities of his religion,— to leave him for another teacher,— 
to deny his Gospel, — and to adopt another creed. This appears 
plainly to he its meaning from what follows : < Ye are removed 
from Christ, who graciously called you, " unto another gospel." ' 
The apostle uses the word " gospel," 9 here, plainly not in its 

* Mattt. xxviii. 18. 'John v. 22. 
tov naXivavToc i/ior iv *apm — Xpurrov. 

' *'* CT""- ' dtit xfy'Tos. « ,h x dpw. 

• It is not unlikely that Xptvroi, was not in the text originally, but is a 
gloss.— Vide Griesbach and Koppe's Note. Sender says, "Haiid dubie 
antiquissima lectio fiiit, sine addito nomine alio." Tertullian, in two pas- 
sages, Cyprian, Lucifer Calaritanus, read it in (his way. Origen and Theo- 
doret add Otoij, obviously as a gloss. 
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original appropriate meaning of ' good news,' but just as equiva- 
lent to a religious system taking the name and laying claim to the 
character of Christianity. ' Ye have abandoned the religion of 
Christ for another religion, which lias nothing in common with 
it but the name — a name of which it is utterly unworthy.' 
And it is to show this distinctly that he immediately adds, — 
" which is not another." 1 

These words are, by Tyndale and others, connected with 
what follows. Understanding " which " not as referring to the 
word " gospel," but to the whole subject of the apostasy of the 
(riilatians, they render the clause,—" which is nothing else but 
this ; there he some that trouble you," etc. ; q. <L, ' this is the 
true account of the matter.' In this case, however, the apostle 
would probably have adopted a phraseology 2 which admitted of but 
one rendering and reference. It seems far more natural to connect 
the clause with what goes before, considering it as a parenthesis. 
It deserves notice that the words employed by the apostle in the 
6th and 7th verses are not the same. 3 Perhaps the force of the 
original expression might be thus given to an English ear, — i Ye 
are removed from Christ, who graciously called you, into a 
different gospel, which yet is not another gospel.' It is as if he 
had said, — ' The doctrine you have embraced is a very different 
doctrine from the doctrine of Christ. It may be called— it is 
called— gospel, but it is misnamed. There is no gospel but one, 
and that ye have abandoned. What you have embraced is not 
gospel in any proper sense of the word. It is not Chrises 
doctrine ; and it is not good news for sinful men.' Just contrast 
the two doctrines,—" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved." " All who believe shall be justified from all 
things from which they could not be justified by the law of Moses." 
This is Christ's doctrine — this is 'good news.' Now for the 
other doctrine, — " Unless a man be circumcised after the manner 
of Moses, and keep his law, he cannot be saved." This is not 
Christ's doctrine— this is not 'good news.' 

1 o ovk euTU! aXKo. Some have questioned the genuineness of uAXo, con- 
jecturing that some one first introduced dXXd into the margin as an inter- 
pretation of tl fiij, and then some other person changed it into oXXo, per 
iru-urvim, and introduced it into the text. This is ingenious ; but, like all 
conjectural criticism on the New Testament, is of no value. 

1 3 oi K ?<TT»- -fXXo ? S T1 Twi,, K. T. X. " Z T tpo»—&Kko. 
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The apostle refers to their having very generally, as it would 
appear, embraced the notion, — that in order to their salvation, 
submission to the Mosaic law was necessary as well as faith in 
Christ. It is not at all probable that the Galatians had made a 
formal renunciation of Christianity. It is all but certain that a 
proposal of this kind would have been received by them with 
abhorrence. It is likely that many of them did not sec how the 
doctrines of their new teachers were subversive of those of their 
old. But they were so ; and the apostle very distinctly shows in 
the sequel that they were so. And he here, without mincing the 
matter, states the truth, dreadful as it was, — that the reception 
of the new doctrines was in reality a renunciation of the old ; 
and that in going over to the Judaisers, they were not only 
deserting him, but denying his Master. 

They had "soon" 1 removed themselves — in the course of a 
very few years at most. " Soon " may refer to the time that 
had elapsed, not since their conversion, but since the appearance 
of the Judaising teachers among them to their change of mind. 2 

2. The Apostles Feelirim in reference to the Fact. 
At this change wdiich had taken place, the apostle expresses a 
liiii.h <k'Liivo of astonishment. ; " 1 mari-o/-''' I hat ye should so soon 
have removed yourself from Christ who graciously called you to 
another gospel i which is not another." And well might he 
marvel. There were many ground* of astonishment; and almost 
every word in the sentence is big with significance. That any 
Christian church — any Christian man — should change the pure 
principles of Christianity for any humanly devised system, is 
strange. But there were many peculiarities in the case of the 
Galatians rendering such a change peculiarly wonderful. That 
they who had been so well instructed, and who had received the 
instructions given them with so much avidity, should, unmind- 
ful of their obligations to Jesus Christ, who, when they were 
utterly undeserving of his kindness, " called them out of dark- 

! Tn;((o)r. Locke thinks that Paul's second visit to Gaktia, Acts xviii. 
21-23, took place a.d. 54. Then he found them steadfast. The epistle was 
probably written from Ephesus, not more than two years afterwards. 

3 davfiafa : a word n^t-fl "lien 1" ^fjiiiiy wonder. m : v.-d v,irh displeasure.— 
Mark vi. 6. John v. 28. John vii. 21, comp. verse 23. 
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ness into his glorious light," throw off his easy yoke, and put 
on the burdensome yoke of Mosaic ceremony, imposed on them 
by persons who had no right to do it,— that they should exchange 
liberty for bondage— that they should do this not in consequence 
of the application of external force, but voluntarily— that they 
should not have been driven but "removed themselves " from 
Him who called them— and that they should do this, not after a 
long course of years, but while the instructions given them by 
the apostle and the miracles wrought among them could 
scarcely fail to be fresh in their recollection, — was indeed 
marvellous. 

3. Tlie Cause of the Fact. 
While the apostle expresses his astonishment at the conduct 
of the Galatian churches, he intimates also that he was not un- 
acquainted with its cause. "But there be some that trouble 
you, and would ' pervert the gospel of Christ." 2 The apostle here 
plainly refers to the Judaising teachers, who are described in the 
act of the council of Jerusalem as " troubling the Gentile 
churches with words subverting their souls. 3 They harassed the 
minds of the disciples individually by filling them with doubts 
and alarms as to the safety of their state while they remained 
uncircumcised and unsubjected to the Mosaic law; and they 
troubled them as a body, laying the foundations of schism and 
divisions. And they wished to " pervert 4 the gospel of Christ." 
It was their wish, their determination, to have the gospel so 
modified, as to secure themselves and their followers from the 
persecution of the unbelieving Jews, and in doing so they 
absolutely changed the very nature of the gospel. As Luther 
says* — « they made good works, which are the effect of justifica- 

1 Sikovnt. " Reipsa non poterant : vol?lant, tamen obnixe."— Bengel. 

2 The construction her,: is difficult. Schott would make the last clause 
hang by the first— q,d, 'I would wonder,' etc.— were it not «' /iij. This 
would have required An^oi/ii. El pi, seems used in a rather unusual 
way, as equivalent to a\\ii. as liie similar compound particle, can fir/, -chap. 
ii. 16. Ei fiq seems equivalent to dXXa, Matth. xii. 4 ; Marl; xiiL :\2 ; Luke 
iv. 26; 1 Cor. vii. 17; Rom. xiv. 14; Eev. ix. 4. Jn the word ™eV, 
Semler thinks the apostle means to mark his contempt of the Judaising 
teachers, or to intimate their obscurity and insignificance : unii/ufioi, nameless 
persons. 

! avaaniva&vTes,— Acts xv, 24, » Bi\ovrts fUTaarptyat. 
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tion, its cause." This was to "pervert;" 1 and by thus pervert- 
ing the gospel, they "subverted the souls of the disciples." 2 
They might suppose that they were not materially altering the 
gospel, — they were only adding to it the observance of the Mosaic 
law. But this addition was in reality a most important alteration, 
— indeed, a complete perversion. The gospel as taught by Paul 
was a system of pure grace — this was converting it into a variety 
of the law of works. In Paul's svskun good works were repre- 
sented as the necessary fruit of justification ; whereas in this 
system, they, along with faith in the Messiah, were represented 
as the procuring cause. 

It is a most hazardous thing to tamper with the gospel of 
Christ. It must neither be abridged nor enlarged. It cannot 
admit of either without injury. An apparently very simple 
addition may completely "pervert" it. It seems to many no 
great harm to substitute, in the room of the plain scriptural 
statement of the gospel, a system which makes our faith and 
repentance, in connection with Christ's sacrifice, the ground of 
pardon ; but we find the apostle pronouncing a similar system a 
perversion of the gospel of Christ — a turning of things upside 
down — a making Christ of none effect. No greater curse can 
befall a Christian church than to have teachers who, by their 
confused and erroneous statements, trouble the minds of believers, 
and attempt to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

" But" a is an elliptical expression ; it intimates, that though 
the apostle was astonished, his astonishment was not that of 
ignorance ; he well enough knew the cause of the strange change. 
It implies something like an apology for, or at any rate an ex- 
tenuation of, the conduct of the Galatians. ' I know tiie arts 
which have been practised on you. I blame you ; but I blame 
them still more. Your folly fills me with wonder and pity : 
tlieir wickedness excites my disapprobation and horror.' 

SECT. III. — THE MANNER IN WHICH CORRUPTERS OF THE 

GOSPEL OUGHT TO BE REGARDED. 

What the apostle Paul thought of these men is abundantly 

plain from what lie says of them in the 8th verse. " But though 

1 ittraarptiptw. 

2 avaaKfvd{ovTts, Atts xv. 24. 3 Ei ^. 
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we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to 
you"— preach as the gospel any thing different from, 1 opposite to 
— "that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." 
The apostle obviously means to state, not only that his gospel 
was true, but complete — nothing needed to be added to it. The 
Jewish teachers might have said,— We do not contradict, we only 
modify, add to, and so improve the gospel as preached by Paul. 
The grand subject of the gospel of Christ is the way in which a 
sinner may be restored to the Divine favour, and obtain the pardon 
of his sin and the salvation of his soui. It is because the gospel of 
Christ contains the only true account of the only way of justifica- 
tion, and that a way exactly suited to our wretched circumstances, 
that it receives its name of gospel — " glad tidings of great joy." 
"Another gospel" means, then, a system of doctrine teaching a 
way of obtaining the Divine favour different from that laid down 
in Christ's gospel. The leading principles of Christ's gospel are 
two, — '.that men are restored to the Divine favour eniird>/ on 
account of the doings and sufferings of Jesus Christ,' and f that 
men are interested in these doings and sufferings entirely by be- 
lieving.' Now, every plan of restoring men to God's favour, 
which does not embrace these two principles, or which embraces 
what is inconsistent with either of them, is another gospel. 
Every plan, for example, which, like that of the Judaising 
teachers, leads men to depend on their own obedience to any 
law to any extent, in any degree, either as the ground of their 
justification or the means of their justification, is another gospel. 
It is a most momentous consideration, that " the avowed deist 
does not more effectually reject the record of God concerning 
his Son, than the nominal Christian who believes some- 
thing else than this under the name of a gospel, and trusts 



1 nap* S, it lias been said, is here not so much prater id-, as contra id. — 
Monus; as in Rom. xvi. 17; Acts xviii. 13; Bom. i. 26; iv. 18; xi. 24. 
This Is doubtful — vide Whitby's Note — or rather, it is certainly wrong. We 
are not to depart from the ordinary sense of the term without good reason : 
prtzter, ' besides,' in such a ease, includes contra, ' against.' " Nou sane 
1'aulus temere dixit — Tap S ri^fyAurufuSa, nam et quidquid evangelic 
repugnat est prceter ipsum ; et quidquid est prater, id si diii^.-nter consider- 
emus, contra esse el illi repugnare reperietur. Nam in religions, utiam 
illanoxia sunt, et ad ejus corruptelam pertinent qua; prim o aspect". siiMplinitor 
inutilia esse videntur." — Amtraut, Prcef. in Psalm. 
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in some other Christ than tin's Christ under the name of a 
saviour." ' 

If such a system should be preached to the Galatians by an 
angel from heaven, or by the apostle himself, what were they to 
do * Were they to receive it ? No ; they could not receive it 
without renouncing the true gospel — that gospel which they had 
already received on the best foundation. Instead of receiving it, 
says the apostle, " let him" who proclaims it " be accursed." It is 
not probable that the apostle conceived it possible that either he 
or an angel could preach another gospel. But he puts the thing 
in the strongest way to impress on the minds of the Galatians 
the danger of receiving it, and the extreme folly of their conduct 
in receiving such a gospel, though preached neither by angels nor 
apostles, hut by unauthorised, self-constituted teachers. The ori- 
ginal words' are obviously to be translated, not ■' a messenger from 
heaven,' but, as in our version, " an angel from heaven ;" q. d,, 
'even if one of the holy angels should dare to corrupt the gospel, 
let him be accursed.' And good reason why even his gospel should 
be rejected ; for, as Richard Baxter says, " the gospel hath fuller 
evidence than if an angel spake from heaven, and is to be 
believed before, and against, any such angel." Tertullian 
strangely supposes that the reference is to a fallen angel — an 
angel once in heaven, 3 but now out of heaven. 4 This is one of 
" the African schoolmaster's " many crochets ; and I do not 
know if he has had any followers in this opinion. Luther's 
observation is characteristic, — " He casteth out very flames of 
fire, and his zeal is so fervent that he beginiietb almost to curse 
the angels." 

But what are we to understand by those words of the apostle 
in reference to the preacher of another gospel ? " Let him be 
accursed." Some consider them as a denunciation of vengeance 
on the corrupters of the gospel of Christ. I have no doubt that 
corrupters of the gospel of Christ, and especially such corrupters 
as the apostle speaks of, are in extreme danger of aggravated 
condemnation — of deepest perdition ; and this seems implied in the 
words ; but I apprehend that the apostle's object is to point out 
the manner in which the Galatian Christians ought to consider 
and treat such persons They ought not to receive them. They 

1 John Walker. s Syytkus *'| oipavov. ' in ovptivv. i i'£ ovpavaii. 



H0S t eG by Google 



P. II. § 3.] WAT OF TREATING FALSE TEACHERS. 47 

ought not to listen to their doctrines, nor to follow their advice. 
They ought to consider them as a devoted thing. 1 They should 
treat them in the way in which the Israelites were to treat the 
accursed or devoted thing. 2 I apprehend it is nearly equivalent 
to the injunction of the apostle John, — " If there como any unto 
you, and brin« not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed : for he that biddeth him God speed 
is partaker of his evil deeds." 8 " I have never conceived," says 
a very acute expositor of Scripture, " the words, ' let him be 
accursed,' as denoting a prayer that the curse of God should 
ultimately fall upon him (though we must be sure thatit shall, if 
he obtain not repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth), 
but as a direction that he should be regarded as an accursed 
thing — as one (however specious and esteemed) upon whom the 
wrath of God lies. He that will not heartily join with the 
apostle in the solemn words, must be animated by some spirit 
very different from that of the truth." 4 At first sight, there 
may appear a discrepancy between the sentiment expressed here 
and that contained in 2 Cor. xi. 4 ; but the apparent contradic- 
tion is very- easily removed. 

How those Christians, who receive as ministers men whom 
they are ready enough to say preach another gospel, satisfy their 
own consciences, I cannot tell. To acknowledge such men as 
juiiiiofers, and receive Christian ordinances at their hand, is 
certainly not to treat them as a devoted thing. We should bo 
very cautious how we charge men with preaching another gos- 
pel; but whenever we are conscientiously persuaded that tliey 
do so, the line of conduct to be followed by us is very plain. 
We must not acknowledge them as teachers; we must not 
listen to their instructions. They must be to us " anathema." I 
wonder what amount of worldly good could have induced the 
Apostle Paul to have acknowledged such men as ministers, and 
to have treated them as brethren. Never was there a man more 
disposed to bear with weak brethren ; but never was there a 
man more determined to oppose, and to expose, false brethren ; 
and I believe it will be always found that, when the love of the 

1 avaSifuj. Bin vf\ — " Cum eo nihil voliia ait. coitiriiercii nun magis quam 
cum iis quos synagoga aut eccleaia pfnil.ua ;il>adi!ii,"'' — GiiOTius. " avaOffi a 
— avaTeSijurtitrfthos, cf. Chap. iii. 13, Kaid/in = miTap/iTos." — FjursCHE. 

' Josh. vi. 18. ■ 2 John 10, 11. * John Walker, 
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truth renders men kind and forbearing to others who really 
love the truth, it renders them just in the same degree into- 
lerant (so far as church-fellowship is concerned) in reference 
to those who are the enemies of the truth. It was plainly a 
feature in Paul's character, as well as in that of the church of 
E])lii'5ns, that he " could not bear them who were evil." "It 
is a false charity which represents it as of no essential con- 
sequence what we believe under the name of gospel. It is, in- 
dued, but another form of human ungodliness, holding it of little 
consequence what God we acknowledge." 1 The sentiment was 
an important one, and the apostle repeats it to show the Gala- 
tians that this was no excessive, exaggerated statement, into 
which passion had hurried him, but his calmly formed and un- 
alterable opinion. " As we said before,* so say I now again, If 
any man (man is a supplement — being, man or angel) preach" as 
gospel any other doctrine "unto you than that ye have received, 
let him be accursed." These words, " as we said before,'' may 
refer to the words immediately preceding ; but we think it more 
likely that the apostle alludes to what he had again and again 
said to the Galatians when he was among them. There is a 
similar expression, 2 Cor. vii. 7, where the reference is to what 
is said in the same epistle, but in another place. Important 
truth, especially if it happens to be unpalatable truth, needs 
often to be repeated. For ministers to speak the same things 
to their people, ought not to be grievous to themselves ; and to 
their people it is not only safe but necessary. 

SECT. IT. — THE APOSTLE'S DEFENCE OF HIMSELF AGAINST 
THE CHABGE OP BEING A MAN-PLEASEB. 

In the 10th verse, I apprehend the apostle states the reason 
why he found himself under the necessity of using such strong 

1 John Walker. 

1 wpo«piji;a/i£i/ is read in some of the Codd. as two words, npb tipi/Kafxii. 
This, however, is against prose usage. The text. rec. is right. In conse- 
quence of the oldest M>SS. having been written without any points or 
rlisjundi'-jHK of weirds, in some of (ho later MSS. there are to he: found both 
false junctions and false disjunctions. — John iii. 2 ; ix. 31 ; Rom. viii. 14 ; 
Phil. i. 1 ; 1 Cor. iv. 13; 1 Pet. i. 7; iii. 20. The wonder is not that such 
mistakes oecur, hut that they are not more n 
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language. There is an abruptness in the transition here. What 
follows is either an apology for the preceding language, or an 
appeal to the Galatians whether the imputation of being a time- 
server was not in his case a gross calumny. It was a convic- 
tion of duty which dictated his words. His great object was to 
please God ; and this object he must prosecute, however much 
men might be displeased. Perhaps the train of thought winch 
connected the 9th with the 10th verse in the apostle's mind may 
be thus expressed,—' I am aware this language will not be very 
agreeable either to the Judaising teachers or to those who have 
been deluded by them, but I cannot on this account desist from 
it. My leading object is to please God, and this can only be 
done by plainly stating and strongly defending the truth.' And 
it is not unlikely that it was intended to suggest this idea,—' A 
man who thus plainly asserts the most unpalatable truths is 
not very likely to be such a selfish time-server and man-pleaser 
as the Judaising teachers had represented the apostle.' 

But let us look at the verse a little more closely. 

" For do I now persuade men, or God ? or do I seek to please 
men ? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ." In the first clause of this verse we have a proof that a 
version may be too literal. The translation is so literal as to be 
unintelligible. It is easy to understand what is meant by "per- 
suading men," though it is not so easy to see what connection 
such an idea has with what goes before, or what comes after ; 
but what meaning can be attached to the phrase, " persuading 
God"? The ordinary sense of the original word translated 
"persuade," 1 with an accusative, is to prevail on another, by 
argument or persuasion, to credit a statement or do an action. 
This is plainly inappropriate to God. Luther, Erasmus, Vatab- 
lus, Cramer, and Michaelis, render the clause,—' Are human or 
Divine things the subject of my argument ? Do I preach man's 
doctrine or God's?' Calixtus and Piscator, — ' Do I persuade 
you to believe men or God?' Calvin supposes an ellipsis,*— 

1 ™t&o. 

5 Of /turd. Bob seems to have been of the same opinion. " Cave," he 

says, "ne cum Grotio ct aliis rerldus placare." In a later edition of his 
valuable work on Ellipses, these words are omitted. He seems to have 
changed his opinion. " Et jure mutavit," says Schieffer, " 
Elsnerus illam ellipsin ltiiviticiim i-t iusok'tileni dicit." 
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' Do I respect men or God in my persuasions?' All these ex- 
positions are unsatisfactory. If you keep strictly to the primitive 
meaning of the word, the only sense the clause wiil bear, is 
that given by our translators: but then it is obviously in appropriate 
to the subject. The truth, however, is, that though ' persuade ' 
is by far the most ordinary meaning of the word which occurs 
here, it is not its only meaning. It means also to ' conciliate,' 
to ' court favour.' ' In this sense it occurs in Matth. xxviti. 14 ; 
Acts xii. 20: "Having made Blastus the king's chamberlain 
their friend;" 2 2 Mac. iv. 45. When Menelaus, the Jewish 
high priest, found himself convicted of Ids crimes, he promised 
Ptolemy a large sum of money to " pacify " — to propitiate — " the 
king." 3 The word seems employed with a similar meaning, 1 
John iii. 19, — We " shall assure 4 our hearts before Him." Le 
Clerc seems to think that in all such cases there is an ellipsis. 
That this is its meaning here there can scarcely be a doubt. 
' For do I seek the approbation or favour of men or of God 1 
or do I seek to please men'?' These interrogations are plainly 
equivalent to a strong denial. ' I seek God's approbation, not 
man's. I am no time-server, no man-pleaser, as I have been 
represented.' 

The apostle appeals to his conduct as a proof that the desire 
of pleasing men was not bis regulating principle,— " If I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." These 
words have very commonly been understood as expressing the 
following sentiment : 'The man whose master-principle is a wish 
to please men, cannot be a consistent servant of Christ.' It has 
been considered as a particular application of our Lord's general 
maxim, " No man can serve two masters." 5 In this way the 
words, which viewed by themselves are well fitted to convey 
this sentiment, express a truth of the last importance, to be seri- 
ously weighed by all, especially by those who are ministers of 
religion. The man, whom fear of human resentment or desire 
of human favour can induce to keep back any part of the truth, 
or pervert any part of the truth, is altogether unworthy of the 
name of a minister of Christ. There are truths which ought to 



IS ll'.'IV Ajlt'd Ktti; V." I :■(.■!] i'oll.iv. -,.'' ■ Ol.SHA!'S!-:.V - -itf'fj 

v &aai\ia. Jos. Antiq_. iv. 6, 5 ; vi. 5, G ; viii. 1 0, 3. 
T&t mpiias t/ti&v. s Matth. ■ 
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be told, and which cannot he told without displeasing some men ; 
but then tliey cannot be concealed without displeasing Christ; 
and certainly he is not a faithful servant of Christ who, in a case 
of this kind, can be silent. But this (iocs not seem to bo the 
apostle's idea here. It would not serve his purpose. His ad- 
versaries would have said, ' Wo have no objection to that con- 
clusion ; that is just what we say — you are not a servant of 
Christ.' Besides, in this way of explaining the phrase, the word 
"yet" 1 loses its force. The meaning seems to be this—-' If I 
were vow :i man-plcaser, as 1 once was, I would not be a servant 
of Christ.' Paul was once very ambitious to secure the favour 
of his countrymen ; and, to obtain it, he took his place in the 
foremost ranks of the persecutors of Christianity. His exertions 
to obtain human favour were successful, and he stood high in 
the estimation of his countrymen. ' Now,' says the apostle, 
' were worldly ambition now my loading principle, as it once 
was, I should not be a servant of Jesus Christ. The course I 
have chosen is not the path to worldly honour. Whatever I may 
be seeking, it is obvious I am not seeking to please men.' 3 It 
is a happy circumstance if a Christian minister, when slander- 
ously reported of, can fearlessly appeal to the tenor of his life, 
and leave the decision with those who know him best. 



'Uivftiiutuw an) TrfinrrrfKSt!!' ra \/nir™, ui'ic iiv Kirrfjlpi'ivrjiTil avyyivav, IpiXtav, 
filial! Toaaunjs, Kill etko/itiu ftlaiyiuiis Kai Kiv&vvuvs Kai UTipi'di."- ■ TlU.OI'Hi- 
LACT. "Nun tlff.uissern sib ujconomiu Musiiica. nou rciiiin(i;issc:i) (mm-bus 
Cmimodis exti'rnis, noil mi: tlodissem tot. i.;iti!i-(|ue }j c.-t i l: i lI i s in propaganda 
Cbri^l.Utna ii:liuiii]ii:. [iji;inm!i [ir;i:l isl[p~om sortera ac condition em."— J ASF IS. 
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PART III. 



THE APOSTLE'S HISTORICAL DEFENCE OF HIMSELF 
AND OF HIS OFFICE. 

Galatiansi. ll-n. 21— "But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, hut by the revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye 
have heard of :ny conversation in time past in the .lows' religion, how that 
beyond measure I persecuted the chureh of God, and wasted it ; ami profited 
in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more 
exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased 
God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 
to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen ; im- 
mediately I conferred not with flesh and blood : neither went I up to Jeru- 
salem to them which were apostles before me ; but I went into Arabia, and 
returned again unto Damascus. Then, after three years, I went up to 
Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the 
apostles saw i none, save James the Lord's brother. Now the things which 
I write unto yon, behold, before God, I lie not. Afterwards I came inlo (he 
regions of Syria and Cilicia ; and was unknown by lace unto the churches 
of Judca which were in Christ : but they had heard only, that he which per- 
secuted us in times past, now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. 
And they glorified God in me. Then, fourteen years after, I wenl up again 
to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up 
by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by 
any means I should run, or had run, in vain. But neither Titus, who was 
with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised : and that because 
of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our 
liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bond- 
age : to whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour, that the 
truth of the gospel might continue with you. But of those who seemed to 
be somewhat, whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me : God ac- 
cepteth no man's person ; for they who seemed to be somewhat in confer- 
ence added nothing to me: but contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel 
of the uneircumeision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circum- 
cision was unto Peter ; (for He that wrought efl'ectually in Peter to the 
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apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the 

Gentiles:) and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to he pillars, 
perceived the grace that to sdveii unto me, tlioy gave to me and Barnahas 
the right hands of fellowship ; that we should go unto the heathen, and 
they unto the circumcision. 0:ily they would that we should rememher the 
poor; the same which I also was forward to do. But when Peter was come 
to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For 
before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles : but 
when they were come, he withdrew, and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise 
with hi mi ; insomuch that TiarnabsiH also was carried away with their dis- 
simulation. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly, according to 
the truth of tin: gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a 
Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why cotn- 
[jclh'st thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by 
nature, and nr.it sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is r.ot justified 
by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, oven we have be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of I -hi-isl, anil 
not by the works of the law : for by the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves 
also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God for- 
bid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto God. I am crucified with Christ : r.cver'hele=s Hive; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Sou of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not 
frustrate the grace of God : for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ 



SECT. I.— INTRODUCTORY RKM.-UIK-. 

Kgoxism', or a disposition to bring forward a person's self, is a 
characteristic of a weak mind and a contracted heart. It is not 
an agreeable feature in any man's character ; but it is peculiarly 
disagreeable when it is a leading trait in the character of a man 

who, from the office he fills, should be distinguished by the wide 
comprehension of his views, and the generous liberality of his 
afflictions. Such a man is a minister of the gospel; and there 
is something incongruous and disgusting in one whose mind ought 
to be habitually employed about the glory of the Divine char- 
acter — the order and stability of the Divine government — the 
restoration of a ruined world to purity and happiness— the in- 
carnation and sacrifice of the Son of (Jod — the transforming and 
consoling influence of the Holy Ghost — the joys and the sorrows 
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of eternity — and whose grand business it ought to he to bring 

these things, in all their reality and importance, before the minds 
of I) is fellow-men — it is incongruous and disgusting in such a man 
to appear primarily anxious to draw men's attention to himself — 
seizing every opportunity to bring himself into notice — exhibits 
ing the truths of the gospel chiefly for the purpose of displaying 
his own talents— calling men's attention to them more as his 
opinions than as God's truth, and less ambitious of honouring 
the Saviour, and saving those who hear him, than of obtaining 
lor himself the reputation of piety, or learning, or acuteuess, or 
eloquence. This is truly pitiable : and if angels could weep, it 
would be at folly like this. 

A. minister of the gospel can scarcely, in ordinary circum- 
stances, keep himself too much in the background. He should 
try to forget himself, and to make his hearers forget him, in 
his subject. His ambition should be to be a voice proclaiming, 
' Behold Him ! behold Him !' attracting no notice itself, but 
fixing the mind directly and entirely on the subject of the message. 

But it is obvious that ministers of the gospel maybe placed 
in circumstances in which duty absolutely requires them to speak 
a great deal more of themselves than they are disposed to do, 
The success of a minister's labour., depends, in u great degree, on 
the confidence which those to whom lie ministers have in the accu- 
racy of his information and the integrity of ids character. Aware 
of this, no art has been more frequently employed by the enemies 
of Christianity, whether secret or open, to arrest its progress, than 
an attempt to blast the reputation of its teachers. In such cases, 
it becomes an imperious duty, not so much to themselves as to 
their Master and to his cause, to come forward and defend them- 
selves, to expose the falsehood and malignity of their calumniators, 
and to turn aside the blows which, though directed immediaiely 
at them, are ultimately aimed at Christianity and Christ. 

This is far from being the most agreeable part of a Christian 
minister's duty; but it is a necessary and important part of it, 
from which, when called to it, he ought not to shrink; and it 
may console him to think, when such engagements withdraw his 
thoughts from more pleasant employment, that his case is not a 
singular one — that it has been so from the beginning — and that 
that apostle who, if left to his own choice, would never have done 
anything but preach " Christ, and him crucified," — " the power 
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and the wisdom of God for salvation " to a lost world, was not 

unfroquentiy obliged to defend himself against charges which 
avowed enemies, and, what lie felt more keenly. Gil so brethren, 
brought against him, and which, if uncontradicted, would have 
gone far to fnistrate the great ohjeel of his evangelical labours. 

In this necessary though unpleasant work, we find the apostle 
engaged in that portion of the Epistle to the Galatians which 
now comes before us for explication. Soon after the apostle hud 
left the churches which he had planted in Galatia, false teachers 
came among them, insisting that submission lo circumcision and 
observance of the Mosaic law were necessary to salvation, as well 
as faith in Jesus as the Messiah; and as these sentiments were 
directly opposed to the doctrines taught by the apostle, they en- 
deavoured to pave the way for their reception by shaking the 
confidence of the Galatian converts in his authority or integrity. 
Tlit-i In-liiu-it-l Hi u lb- up..*rl-*.. d.-inni w,»& o<»r . ■n... r-.nl 
with the doctrine of the other apostles — that he was not uniform 
in his doctrine, but taught sometimes one thing, .sometimes an- 
other, as it suited his convenience ; that, at any rate, he was but 
a secondary teacher, not belonging to the class ot'original apostles, 
nil 1 tbrt t. ifli< h ■ I jij . . >r | ■ - > ■ r n urn t I- d-rr..-l lV-'iil lL- HI. 
It is in rebutting the last of these charges that lie is engaged in 
the verses which now lie before us as the subject of exposition. 
lie asserts the fact of his having derived both iiis information 
and his authority as a Christian apostle directly from Christ 
Jesus, and, by appealing to many of the leading events in his 
history, evinces the falsehood of those statements by means of 
which the Judaismg teachers had endeavoured to undermine his 
influence on the minds of the Galatians, and seduce them from 
the simplicity of the truth as it is in Jesu3. 

SECT. II. — THE THESIS TO BE PROVED, "THAT HE WAS A 

DIVINELY-TAUGHT, DIVINELY- AUTHORISED APOSTLE." 

" But I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ." 1 

The phraseology adopted here by the apostle, " I certify you," 
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does not at all imply that he now, for the first time, stated to the 
Ciulariuiis the fact he was about to assert. It is the same word 
he uses when he gives a summary of the gospel to the Corinthi- 
ans, which he at the same time states that lie had before preached 
to them, 1 Cor. xv., "I declare." 1 It intimates his wish that they 
should remember it, and hold it fast in opposition to the assertions 
of the false teachers, and also perhaps refers to the confirmation 
he was about to give of it by a statement of some of the leading 
circumstances in his history. 

The truth which he was so anxious that they should remember 
and hold fast was, that " the gospel which was preached of him 
was not after man." 2 The gospel preached by Paul signifies the 
doctrine which he taught respecting the way of salvation through 
Christ Jesus. The sum and substance of that doctrine was, that 
what Christ Jesus had done and suffered was the sole ground of 
human hope, and that belief in the truth respecting what Christ 
bad done and su lie-red was the sole mode of obtaining a personal 
interest in his salvation. 

This doctrine, the apostle asserts, was not " after 3 man," 
Although the proposition rendered "after" with the accusative of a 
person does not properly denote the author of a thing, but that 
it is done according to his will, law, or example : yet here it is 
obviously equivalent to 'was not human but divine.' 4 It was 
something " which eye had not seen, nor ear heard," nor had it 
entered, nor could it enter, " into the heart of man to conceive 
it." s It was not human either in its substance or in its form. 
What he taught was not a cunningly devised fable, nor a curiously 
constructed theory. It was a true account of the Divine method of 
siving men. It was an accurate statement of a divine revelation. 
Rut this was not all. This may be said of every gospel sermon. 
It may be said of Apollo;,' preaclong as well as of Paul's, nay, it 
may be said of every man who declares " the truth as it is in 
Jesus." Paul's gospel was not only divine in its substance, but 

1 y™p'£a>.— Prov. xxii. 19 ; Ezek. xliv. 23 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3. There is a 

pc.culiarii v i-ii'(;<>:i!>tnicli(ji:. ml.rinlcd to ;;ivc peculiar prominence to eiayyc\mv, 
III Strict grammatical propriety, Hit nWild have preceded evayyiKiov. 

- lUayyi'Kwii ciayytXtnt'iv i'V <)'.'ji-, opposixl to ciayytXtav emptor, — V, 6. 
lie Calls il eit:yytr\ti',y jiov, Horn. xiv. 25. 

3 Kara. " Kara eomplectitur vim pi'rqiosiliomim (Tiro, Sio et mipa, ver. 1. 

1 2." — Bexgel. 
1 Theophylftct : " ain Svffptmov ?x<»> D&dmuiKav" * 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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in its form. It was not divine truth clothed in such language as 
human wisdom suggested— it was divine truth clothed " in the 
words which the Holy Ghost teacheth." The gospel, as 1 might: 
by the apostle, was a direct revelation from heaven. He had not 
framed it himself — lie had not borrowed It IVoin those who framed 
it — he had not even been taught by those who themselves had 
received it from above. It was in none of these points of view 
"after man;" for, adds he, " I neither received it of man, neither 
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." 

The pronoun I 1 here is emphatic : — "I, though not one of 
those who associated with Jesus Christ, while on earth 4 — I was 
not a man-taught apostle.' The phrases, " I did not receive it " 
— "I was not taught it," 5 may seem at first, view synonymous ; but, 
as tautology is not one of Paul's characteristics as a writer, I rather 
think tliey are intended to suggest different ideas. When Paul 
says, 'I did not receive my gospel from men,' he seems to refer to 
the authority with which he was invested to preach the gospel. 
Timothy received the gospel in this way from him. He put it 
into his hands and authorised him to communicate it to others. 
But Paul received his gospel directly from Jesus Christ. Hi! 
made him a minister. He directly and immediately invested 
him with apostolic authority. And as he did not in this way 
receive his gospel "from man," so neither was lie taught it "by- 
man." It is easy to conceive that a man might be miraculously 
pointed out as a person destined to bp a preacher of Christianity, 
and yet left to he instructed in the message he was to deliver by- 
inspired men. But this was not Paul's case; he was not taught 
his gospel, "but by the revelation of Jesus Christ."* By a 
direct revelation similar to that by which God made known his 
will to the prophets of old, Paul was made acquainted with that 

1 'Eyu. 

- According to Theophylact, tiii> m= one of ilic ai'cprjoi^ of ilio J luki-ers. 
that the apostle was not uir;',«<(Ov rav Xpiaroi. 

1 " Acciptt qui incipit, Jtxrit qui prolitit, in Evangelii uotitia: vel lion 
uccqii ah alio aequo a nienietipKO proprio studio didici." — Lurliiouus. 
" Trapfka^ov et efit&i^Ajii non sunt synonyms hoc in loco sed illud ad apos- 
tolatus onus 1'aulo iinjiosihmi, is-tud ad doetriiia; qnam uradicaturus erat 
percepl lushidi rofurtur."— Beza. The reformed divine i.i the berttoi- exegetc. 

* 'AiroKakwjns 'iqtrov Xptarau, genitive liolli tmrfwis and bbjecti. 'Ajtoku- 
Xv^ni, — Scienlia ea qu;i> noil natural! qnadmn in^cuii Iiuinuni vi ~vd divinii.iv 
quoaar.i moilu hoiniiii Ci.mtmgere exi-iiniiitur. — Rom. xvi. 25; 1 Cor. xiv. (!, 
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gospel which he was to preach among the Gentiles. He was 
not sent to the apostles to be instructed. In the history of his 
con version, nothing is said of his receiving instruction from 
Ananias in- the disciples at Ant.ioch. 1 Jesus Christ, rook him 
under his own immediate tuition, and made known to him, not 
only what may be called the abstract part of Christianity, but its 
leading facts, lie received of the Lord an account of the insti- 
tution of the Lord's Supper. 2 He received of the Lord the 
gospel lie preached to the Corinthians, "that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures ; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures."* 
This statement does not by any means necessarily infer that Paul 
knew nothing about. Christ Jesus but what: lie learned by revela- 
tion. This is certainly in the highest degree improbable. It 
means that his deep, thorough knowledge of " the truth as it is 
in Jesus" was of supernatural origin. " As regards the purely 
spiritual part of the gospel, there is no difficulty in conceiving 
how Paul could have made this his own without any instrumen- 
tality from man. For the Holy Ghost, who was imparted to 
him, filled his inner man as an all-pervading light, and made 
plain to him, through his belief iu Jesus as the Messiah, the 
whole of the Old Testament, in which all the germs of the New 
were already laid down. In the Spirit, who is absolute truth — 
1 John v. 6— was given the assured conviction of the truth of 
the gospel, and insight into its meaning in details. With 
regard, however, to the historical side of Christianity, the case 
appears to be different; and yet there are points connected 
apparently altogether with this (as, for example, the institution 
of the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. si. 23, etc.), of which the apostle 
insists that he received them immediately from the Lord. Now, 
we should undoubtedly be running into an erroneous extreme if 
we were to assume that all historical particulars in the life of our 
Lord were imparted to him by revelation. The general outlines 
of Christ's outward life, the history of his miracles, of his jour- 
neys, and what belongs to them, were no doubt related to him 
by Ananias or other Christians. But whatever in that life was 
necessarily connected with the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, 

26; 2 Cor. xii. 1, 7; Eph. iii. 3. Paul had in an j revel at ions,— Acts xvi. 0; 
xxii. 17 ; 1 Cor. ii. 10 ; 2 Cor. v. 13 ; xii. 1 ; Gal. ii. 2. 

1 Actsix. 19. ! 1 Cor. xi, 23. ; 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
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as, tor instance, t lie institution of the sacraments, the resurrection, 
and similar points, came no doubt to the apostle in an extraor- 
dinary manner, by Immediate revelation of the Lord; so as to 
accredit him as an independent witness, not only before the world, 
but also to believers. No one could come forward and say, that 
what Paul knew of the gospel had been received from him. For 
it was from no man, but from the highest Teacher himself, that 
he had received, as well the commission to preach, as also the 
essential facts of the gospel, and the l.Ioly Spirit who gives light. 
and life to these facts."' This statement the apostle confirms bv 
referring to his past history. 

It would be high presumption in any Christian minister to use 
those words of the apostle, which we have been illustrating, in the 
sense in which he used them. Yet there is a sense, and an impor- 
tant one, in which every Christian minister should he able to say, 
" the gospel winch 1 preached unto you is not after man." No 
man should enter the Christian ministry, for no man is iit for its 
functions, unless lie has been u taught of God." 2 



SECT. III. — HISTORICAL FROOF OE THE THESIS. 

1. Hie Character as a Jew. 

" For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the 
.lews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church 
of God, and wasted it ; and profited in the Jews' religion above 
many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly 
zealous of the traditions of my fathers." 5 

The word conversation in modern English is confined in its 
signification to mutual talk — colloquial intercourse. Here, how- 
ever, and in many other passages of the New Testament, it is 
used as equivalent to behaviour, general conduct, and is the 
translation of a word of which this is a common meaning. 4 "Ye 
have heard of my conversation in the Jewish religion" 5 is just 
equivalent to '" You have heard of mv behaviour when I was a 

1 Oblisnsi::i, '■ General InlroJ. to the !'"p. of Paul,''' g 1. 

2 He must be (JeofiiSaKToi. Isa. liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. 

* Gal. i. 13, 14. 

* a*a<npo$T\,— Epli. iv. 22; 1 Pet. i. IS; Jam. iii. 13. |9iWis,— Acts 
xxvi. 4. 

* iv riji 'lo v Stiiofi o>, — ' when 1 was attached to Judaism as my religion.' 
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Jew, that I had a peculiar hatred at Christianity and Christians, 
and I had a peculiar zeal for Judaism.' 

When he was a Jew, Paul " persecuted the church of God, 
and wasted it beyond measure."' The host illustration of these 
words is to be found in the sacred history. " As for Saul, he 
made havock of the church, entering into every house, and hnlhig 
men and women, committed thorn to prison." — "Then Ananias 
answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much 
evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem." — "I verily thought 
with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I also did in Jerusalem : and 
many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received au- 
thority from the chief priests ; and when they were put to death, 
I gave my voice against them. And 1 punished them oft in every 
sy.uiigogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and, being ex- 
ceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange 
cities." 9 And as he was an inveterate opponent of Christianity, 
so he highly admired, diligently studied, carefully practised Ju- 
daism. He " profited in the Jews' religion above many of his 
equals"'' i. c, his contemporaries, men of the same age among 
his countrymen--" being more exceedingly zealous of tho. tradi- 
tions of my fathers." By these " traditions" we are to understand 
the doctrine of the Old Testament as understood by the Jewish 
teachers, and the additional dogmas which had no foundation 
there, but had been handed down by unwritten tradition. 4 He 
was not only a J ew, but, after the " most straitest sect of that re- 
ligion, he lived a Pharisee." There is a very striking similarity be- 
tween the 13th and 14th verses, and Acts xsvi. 4, 5." The apostle 

1 naff v7Tepfio\rji/, a favourite, phrase of the- upostle f;r tr<jiii$pa,- — Rom. vii. 
13; 1 Cor. vii. 31 ; 2 Cor. i. 8; iv. 17.— cnAqtriav e™0, a dignified title, to 
heighten the view of his wickedness in persecuting it.— sn-dp^owt, — Acts 
viii. 3.— cXvpatvera r. *,, " made havoek." The " per lor vidian ingenium" of 
the apostle, when brought, under a divine mi'iience. fitted him for that eminent 
liscNihie-ss to which he attained. It is finely remarked by Augustine, font. 
FiMtst. -\_\ii. 70, l; AtiimsH vivtutis eapaees el fertile-^ praam ttuut sicpe villa. 
(juiliiis liOL' ifiiinn iiidieeni, eui virlnti tint pot^iniurn aeei>mm<a!;iln' si fiu rint 
pnereplis cncuUjb. I'auli sievitia cum secundum amiulationom pislernariun 
Iraditii ininti pers!'i]ii(.']iiitur ecck'-iam putans oflieium 1 too se. faeere tanquam 
silvestre erat vitium seil nia^-me ivrtilitatis indicium." 

3 Acts viii. 3 ; ix. 13 ; xxvi. 9-11. s tnw{Kuu&Tat. 

1 " Neither the one set nor I he other alone." — Olbiiausen. 

■'' miTpiKt'iv, ~r.n ! n-!7"pafir:7iiy.—l Pet. i. IS. 
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seems to notice these tilings, in order to impress on the minds of 
the Galatiaiis this truth, Mint the gospel he taught them was not 
thy natural result of his education. In the succeeding verses he 
shows how he came to entertain his present views. 

2. His Conversion and Call. 

" But when it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother's womb, and culled me by his grace, to reveal ' his Son 
in me, that I might preach him among the heathen ; iinmcdhuvly 
I conferred not with flush and blood." 2 

It is obvious that the apostle did not learn his gospel of men 
before liis conversion ; and it is as plain that he did not learn it 
of the in afterwards. The apostle's short account of his conversion 
deserves notice. He describes it as the work of God. God 
"called him by his grace." God '-revealed his Sou in him." 
In the new creation, "all things are of God;" 3 and it is as 
true of every man that is converted, as of Paul, that his con- 
version is the work of God. He speaks of God as " separating 
him from his mother's womb, and calling him by his grace." 
The first of these expressions has been explained by a refer- 
ence to Psal. xxii. 9, 10; but it seems rather parallel to Jer. 
i. 5. It is equivalent to — ' Who destined me from my birth, 
and indeed from all eternity, to the office I now fill.' The 
second of them, " Who called me by his grace," is equiva- 
lent to — 'Who graciously,' L e., kindly, mercifully, 'at the 
appointed period, by a voice from heaven, accompanied by the 
power of his Spirit, made me at once a Cliristian and a Chrisi ian. 
apostle.' 

It pleased this God "to reveal his Son" in Paul, "that he 
might, preach him 4 among the heathen." The expression, "to 
reveal his Son in mep is singular. It is a very literal translation, 
— so literal as to be obscure. 8 The words may cither signify, to 

1 " Verbum quoque ipsum avoKaKv-fytas revelati/mU proprie Scripturaram 
est, a nullo sapientium scculi apud Grsucos usurpatum." — ITjkbok-., Com. 

" Gal. i. 15, 16. ■ 2 Cor. v. 18. 

* " Christ himself, not merely the doctrine concerning him, is the object of 
genuine preaching." — Oj.Siiausen. 
s The original phrase receives illustration from Matth. x. 32, — o/ioXoyriati 
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' reveal his Son to me,' or, to ' reveal his Son by me.' As, in the 
latter case, the phrase would he nearly synonymous with the suc- 
ceeding clause, we apprehend the former is its meaning. God 
"revealed his Son" to Paul. But there is more in the phrase 
than to reveal to, in the ordinary sense of these words. 1 It refers 
to an inward revelation, in contrast to the outivard revelations 
made to Paul. 3 The declaration is quite parallel to that in the 
-Second Epistle to the Corinthians : " God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, shined 3 in his heart," 4 for the 
purpose of its being diffused. 5 He made a miraculous revelation 
of the truth respecting his Son to Paul's mind, for this purpose, 
" that he might preach him among the heathen." This was the 
result of his good pleasure : It " pleased" Him. It was in the 
exercise of the sovereign benignity of his nature. 

And hero I cannot hut call the attention of all aspirants to the 
sacred office to the fact, that when God intended to make Paul 
a public teacher of Christianity, Ho " revealed Christ in him." 
They have no reason to expect such an internal revelation as ho 
received ; but unless, in a very important sense, God " reveals 
his Son" in them, they cannot he fitted for the office to which 
they are looking forward. The words of Perkins are weighty : 
" Ministers of the gospel must learn Christ as Paul learned him. 
They may not content themselves with that learning which they 
find in schools ; hut they must proceed further to a real learning 
of Christ. They that must convert others, it is meet that they 
should be effectually converted. John must eat the book, and 
then prophesy; and they who would be fit ministers of the 
gospel, must first themselves eat the book of God. And this 
hook is indeed eaten, when they are not only in their minds 
enlightened, but in their hearts are mortified, and brought in 
subjection to the word of Christ. Unless Christ be thus learned 

1 Beza very justly says, " iv c/ioi, i. e., mini ; sed tamen videtur quiddam 
etiam amplius significare." 

! " Eectius omnino fachmt interpretes qui post Chrrsostomum hac is ipo'i 
sic explicant, ut exdudat exlenium onmem magi strum sicut, — 1 Cor. ii. 10; 
Eph. iii. 3." — Semler. " Multis astmdit Deus filium sed non reedut ; quia 
in multis non est, non habitat non vivit ; a multis non cognosdtur, nee 
creditur, nee amatur."— Cocceius. 1 John iv. 9, — 'EaWtpift; tj ciyamj ton 
Bfov iv w'tv. " To have the love, of God revealed ; in us,' is sumd.lim- muri.- 
than to hare it revealed to us."— Winer, § 31, 5. 

1 ™ T!> xapSia: * 2 Cor. iv. 6. ' irphs tparuriiiy. 
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spiriiiiiillv and really, divines shall speak of the word of God as 
men speak of riddles, and as priests in former times said their 
matins, when they hardly knew what they said." 



3. His Conduct in consequence of his Conversion. 
(1.) He " con f wed -not with flesh and blood" 

Now when God had thus "revealed his Son" in Paul, "im- 
mediately," ' says he (verse lfi), " I conferred 2 not with flesh and 
blood." The word translated " conferred," properly signifies ' to 
impose a new burden.' In the classics, the middle voice is used 
in the sense, — 'I allow a burden to be imposed on myself — I 
undertake some difficult affair.' It is sometimes used by the 
later writers with the dative of a person, to signify ' to take counsel 
or advice of a person,' as he who asks advice lays a burden on the 
person consulted. Tins is its meaning here. " Flesh and blood" a 
are here equivalent to 'human nature' in himself or in others. — 
'I neither consulted my own reason or inclination, nor did I seek 
instruction from others: I committed myself entirely to Divine 
guidance and teaching. I did not consult with any man. I did 
not seek instruction from any man. I did not inquire at other 
Christians if the views of Christianity which had been conveyed 
into my mind were correct or not. I asked at no man what I 
was to preach, or where I was to preach. I gave myself up to 
the guidance of the Divine impulse : and immediately commenced 
speaking the things of the Spirit, not in words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teaclieth.' 4 

(2.) He did not go up to Jerusalem. 

" Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles 

before me;' but I went into Arabia, and returned again to 

Damascus." 15 On his conversion, Paul immediately began to 

i ivSfbis connects with dmj\6oi>. ! vpotrtaianOiiiai. 

'"Paul means to say, 'Obedient to God alone, I excluded all human 
deliberation, as being subject to error.' "— Olsii au.se>-. 

4 irpb efiov, incited to intimate that he was then an apostle as well as 

tlicv: the tmlv (liniivikv btiiisr in the priori! v of [he (lute of their apoHtieshijj. 

6 Gal. i. 17. 
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teach in Damascus ; and when, in consequence of the persecu- 
tions of his countrymen, he found it necessary to leave Damascus, 
lie did not go up ' to Jerusalem to be better instructed in Chris- 
tianity, or to have his mission confirmed. 

(3.) He went into Arabia. 
Instead of going to Jerusalem, he went into Arabia, 3 for the 

purpose, it may he, of yielding himself up in its solitudes to solemn 
meditation and communion with Ins divine Master. No proof 
can be derived from these words that Paul preached in Arabia. 
There is no trace of that in the Acts of the Apostles. 

(4.) He returned to Damascus. 
After continuing in Arabia for some time, he returned to 
Damascus, which at that time was under the government of 
Aretas, the king of Arabia.' 1 During all this time he had never 
met with one of the apostles, nor does it appear that be had in- 
tercourse with any individual of note among the Christians. And 
when, after three years, he did at length go up to Jerusalem, 
he received neither instruction nor authority from the apostles. 

4. Three years after, lie /rent to Jerusalem to become acijiiointed 
with Peter ; remained only three days, and saw only two of 
the apostles. 
" Then, after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to see 
Peter, and abode with him fifteen 4 days. But other of the 
apostles saw I none, save James the Lords brother." 5 It is im- 
possible to say certainly whether these three years are to be 
dated from Paul's departure from Jerusalem to Damascus, or 

1 If ai^\6ov be the true reading, then probably the true rendering is, ' I 
returned not;' Jerusalem having been the place of his previous abode. 

n^\0i>v, however, seems l.o be considered by the best judges as tlie preferable 
reading: 'I went not to Jerusalem, but into Arabia..' 

2 It will scarcely be believed by those unversed in patristic interpretation, 
that Jerome expounds these words allcf/urix!, 1.1ms : " Ve;d in Arabla-m, i. e... 
ad legem et prophet as, ad Vcteris Testament i jam in occiduo positi siicra- 
liienla con versus, ut luuesiverim in eis Christum. Et iu.rmii reixrsa.i sum 
Damascum, h.e., ad sanguinem et passioncm Christi. Et deinde leetione 
prophetica, firruutus permt Ilkrosolynw., locum visionis et pacis." 

• 2 Cor. xi. 32. 

1 Jerome finds a mystery in these fifteen days.— Ep. ciii. s Gal. i. 18, 10. 
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from his return from Arabia to that city. 1 This is probably the 
visit of which wo have an account. Acts ix. 20, 27. Hi* object was 
to "see Peter." 2 He gained his object, and was Peter's guest for 
a fortnight.* It was natural that Paul should wish to make the 
acquaintance of such a man as the apostle Peter : the man who 
made the noble declaration, Matth. xvi. 10; the man to whom 
had been given the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; the man 
who had preached the sermon at Pentecost, which made three 
thousand converts.' The only oilier apostle .-eon by Paid on this 
occasion was " James the Lord's brother." This was probably 
dames the son of Alpheus, who was our Lord's cousin— the word 
rendered "brother," 5 like the corresponding Hebrew term, being 
used for a near relative. Some 11 have supposed, but without 
sufficient reason, that it was another James, a brother- ge-r man 
of our Lord. If such an individual existed, which is not im- 
probable, he was not an apostle. On this visit Paul met with 
only two of the apostles, and he remained with them only fifteen 
days ; so that it is plain there was no time for him to learn his 
Christianity from them. Or 1'aley well observes, " The short- 
ness of St Paul's stay at. Jerusalem Is what I desire the reader 
to remark. The direct account of the same journey hr the Acts, 7 
determines nothing concerning 1.1 ic time of his continuance there: 
' And he was with them (the apostles) coming in and going out 
at Jerusalem. And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians ; but they went about to 
slay him. Which wlien the brethren knew, they brought him down 
to C:vs;uv;i.' Or rather ibis account, taken by itself, would lead 
a reader to suppose that St I'aul's abode at Jerusalem had been 
longer than fifteen days. But turn to the twenty-second chapter 
of the Acts, and you will find a reference to tins visit to Jeru- 

1 Olshausen says, " The (tteitd can be reckoned only from the principal 
event, i.e., from Paul's conversion." 

s urropciii, vcrbum awa% \tynpfvov, in the New Testament. He does not 
Bay Iftclv. but IvTcpc'w. This is a word used in reference to visiting wlmt is 
accounted pei'ii'.iitrly v.-orlhy of beiti^ seen. Chvyso-toiii ami Tliixirliviiiil 
say it is the word employed in reference to great and celebrated cities. 
" lirTojiriv non est quomodocunque videre, sed quonnHlo spe.ef.are aut invisere 
solemus res aut personas in quibus ob excellent! am multa rligna sunt, co^ni'ii." 
— Emus. 

3 " Magnus hospes magni hnspilis." — (inn nns. * Acts ii. 14-41. 

1 d8c\rf>6s. " Pimon. Micliaelis Slnrr. r Acts ix. 28-30. 
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salem, which plainly indicates that Paul's continuance in that 
city had been of short duration : ' And it came to pass, that, 
when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in 
the temple, I was in a trance ; and saw Him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem : for they 
will not receive thy testimony concerning me.' Here we have 
the general terms of one text so explained by a distant text in 
the same book, as to bring an indeterminate expression into a 
close conformity with a specification delivered in another book; 
a species of consistency not, I think, usually found in fabulous 
relation,^.'' 1 li. seems likely that it was Paul's intention to re- 
main for some time in Jerusalem ; but his Master ordered it 
otherwise.* It was not the apostles, but their Master, who de- 
termined where Paul was to labour. 

In the 20th verse, the apostle makes a strong declaration of 
the truth of his relation: " Now the things which I write unto 
you, behold, before God, I lie not." This is a plain intimation 
that oaths, on proper occasions, are not unlawful. We have 
similar declarations equivalent to oaths, Horn. i. !) ; 2 Cor. i. 23 ; 
Rom. is. 1 ; 2 Cor. xi. 31 ; 1 Thess. ii. 5. 

5. He went then into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, being 
personally unknown to the churches of Judea. 

In the following verses the history is continued : " Afterwards 
I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia ; and was unknown 
by face unto the churches of Judea which were in Clirist : but 
they had heard only, that he which persecuted us in times past, 
now preachcth the faith which once be destroyed. And they 
glorified God in me." 3 After the apostle's departure from Jeru- 
salem, he went " into the regions 4 of Syria and Cilicia." The 
parallel passage in Acts is chap. ix. 30. How long Paul re- 
mained in these regions, we have no means of ascertaining, 

" The churches of Judea " is a phrase descriptive of ' the 
churches out of the capital.' To the members of these churches 
Saul was personally unknown. All they knew of him was by 

1 Hone Paul. c. v. No. 8. * Acts ix. 29 ; xxii. 17, etc. 

! Gal. i. 21-24. 

1 kXi/hi, properly the inclination of the eiirtli from the equator to the pole 
and the consul uen! divLT.^iiy of Irmperalure, transferred to a particular 
region distinguished by a particular position and temperature. 
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report. "They had heard'" both what he had been — a destroyer 
of the faith, — and what he had become — a preacher of that 
faith. 2 " The term by which the apostle expresses the subject 
of his preaching, " the faith," 3 has occasioned no small contention 
among the learned part of the Christian world. He calls it the 
faith ; and it seems that was the term then commonly used. As 
it is allowed by all that it (faith) is the same with belief, the 
meanest day-labourer knows as well as the most learned divine 
that it is commonly used to express what they believe, and the 
actual believing of it ; or, as the schools speak, the act of believ- 
ing, and its object; and can easily distinguish when the one or 
the other is to be understood by that word. And one cannot 
help saying, that the learned labours of those who have made it 
their business to explain it, have contributed more to darken a 
plain subject, and perplex common understandings, than to clear 
the important subject, which every man knows better than the 
most learned can define it. No man can believe, or not believe, 
what and when he pleases. He must perceive the thing to be 
true, either by his own observation or the testimony of others. 
Never was there any testimony which deserved half so much 
regard as that does which God has given us in the record we 
have in our hands. The facts recorded there are of two kinds : 
what God has done, and what He has promised to do. By the 
first, ' his eternal power and Godhead ' are set before us in the 
only way we can come to the knowledge of Him ; that is, by 
such works and ways with his creatures, as we can form some 
notion of. By the second, we learn what we have to expect 
from Him ; and, from both taken together, we may be enabled 
to form such apprehensions of the Divine character, as may show 
us what measures of regard and duty we owe Him. This is the 
Christian faith, and the belief of these facts is what makes a 
Christian ; and believed they cannot be, without producing such 

1 okovovtis, referring to cMcXijtrtui', in sirint fcrainnmlie.'i] [imp-it-ty should 
have been iwiraiToc but similar modes of expression are common' both hi 
profane and sacred writers. Grammarians call such constructions, K arh t<> 
mjpaii^H™..— Matth. iy. 23; Acts viii. 5; 2 Cor. ii. 12, 13.— V'"' where 
we would expect oiitous- the oblique form of expression passing into the 
direct. Similar transitions are found, Mark vi. o ; xi. 32 ; Acts i. 4. 

1 w'uttw, hcrt\ h not believing, but the truth which if believed, or the rai^hm 
grounded on the faith. " fnurit vox quie et id quo creditur, et id quod 
crcditur stignificat."— Beza. s f, mirru. 
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measures of love to Him, and confidence in Him, as answer to 
the measures of our faith : and ' love is the fulfilling of the 
whole law;' the whole of our obedience to his law being only 
the native effect and actings of love."' 

This intelligence produced its proper effect on the minds of 
these Christians : " They glorified God," says the apostle, " in 
me." 2 Well they might ; — and so may — so ought— we. Divine 
grace never had a more glorious trophy, Christianity never 
made, in one individual, so important an acquisition. " We may 
still glorify and praise Cod for the grace manifested in the con- 
version of Saul of Tarsus. What does not the world owe to 
him ! What do we not owe to him I No man did so much in 
establishing the Christian religion as he did ; no one among the 
apostles was the means of converting and saving so many souls ; 
no one has left so many and .so valuable writings for the edifica- 
tion of the church. To him we owe the invaluable epistles — so 
full of truth, and eloquence, and promises, and consolations — on 
one of which we are commenting ; and to him the church owes, 
under. Cod, some of its most elevated and ennobling views of the 
nature of Christian doctrine and duty. After the lapse, there- 
fore, of eighteen hundred years, we should not cease to glorify 
God for the conversion of this wonderful man, and should feel 
that we have cause of thankfulness that He changed the infuri- 
ated persecutor to a holy and devoted apostle." 3 " Here we see 
what is the right way of honouring the saints, and that is to 
o;lorily God in them and for them. As for religious worship of 
adoration and invocation, it is proper to God, and the saints de- 
sire it not." 4 

It appears, then, from these statements, that Paul was en- 
gaged for three years in preaching the gospel before he had any 
intercourse with a Christian apostle ; that, when he did see 
them, he saw only two of them ; that he went, not to learn from 
them as a scholar, hut to visit them as an equal ; that he was 

1 Riccaltoun's Works, vol. iii. 71, 72. 

5 is cpoi, ' on my account,' — ' <in account of what He had done to me, and 

was ilein^ by mi;.' '■' Iti'ir rijrrn iVJmib i'i iS6£a(6v pi, a\\a top Qeon. $jjaiii, 
f8o£., okov yajj rb tar epe, <pi)tri, i-fjc X"P iTO! %" Tv '' O f ™-" — O^crMEKll'S. 

to Kaff ipi Trpofyatrtv e\aji0avov ." '—TheOPOEET '. " "3 pro *'»."— Be7.A. 

* Barnes. * Rev. xxii. 9. Perkins. 
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only iii'lci'ii days in Jerusalem upon that occasion ; that he then 
went into Syria and Cilicia, where there were no apostles, and 
where he exercised all the powers of an apostle — planting 
churches ; and that the churches of Judea, though he stood in 
no peculiar relation to them, and was not even personally 
known to them, glorified God on account of his being converted 
from one of the most furious persecutors, into one of the most 
devoted supporters, of the faith of Christ, and of course con- 
sidered him as having a title to the name and place he occupied 
in the church : all which particulars were obviously fitted to 
answer the apostle's object — the assertion of his dignity as an 
apostle, and of his integrity as a man. 1 

6. lie visited Jerusalem aaain after an interval of fourteen 
year;-:. 

The apostle proceeds with his apologetical narration in the 
passage which follows. There should obviously have been no 
new chapter here. 

" Then, fourteen years after, 2 1 went up 3 again to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up 
by revelation, 4 and communicated unto them that gospel which 
I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were 
of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in 
vain." 5 It is uncertain from what period the apostle dates these 
fourteen years, whether from the time of his conversion — a 
period which must have been always present to Ids mind, — or 
from the time of his first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion ; 
and it matters very little how this question be determined. 7 In- 



1 Paley, " Hone Paulina:." * There is an ellipsis of SitXOovaav. 

3 dvijXdov, " went up." Jerusalem was situated high in reference to the 
-.nrr'junuh:: ouirilry, iinriirularly lemniscus; or, perhaps, as i! is common 
(the illustration is Perkins') to say, to ' go up to London,' from all parts of 
the island, Ik; ran si: it is the metropolis. 

* Mr Granville Penn is, so far as I know, alone, and likely to continue so, 
in considering kut airi>Ka\vtyu> as contrasted with bit' l&iav, and meaning 
1 openly.' * Gal. ii. 1, 2. 

6 " Paul now places jam-Urn y>.-an of free, self-dependent labours, in oppo- 
sition to tliejhurueit. ihiys of his stay with Peter, chap. i. 18."— Olshacsen. 

' "It is a matter of mere chronological nicety, as it concerns very little, 
when we are sure of the facts, to know the precise time when they happened." 
— Rwcaltoun. Cappellus, in his Hist. Ap., conjectures that t& had been 
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terpreters also differ as to what particular visit to Jerusalem the 
apostle here refers : some supposing that he refers to the visit he 
and Barnabas made to Jerusalem as the bearers of the alms of 
the church of Antiocli, mentioned Acts si. 27-30 ; others, that 
he refers to the visit occasioned by the dispute respecting the 
obligation of the Mosaic law, of which we have an account, Acta 
xv, ; and others, that it refers to a visit not mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles. The second of these opinions appears to 
me the more probable one. 

On this journey Paul was accompanied by Barnabas and 
Titus; and, as appears from the narrative in the Acts of the 
Apostles, by others of the church of Antiocli. 1 



(1.) He " went up by revelation." 

On this occasion Paul was not summoned by the apostles to 
give an account of his conduct. He " went up by revelation." 2 
These words are strangely interpreted by the learned Hermann 
as equivalent to, 'for lite sake ot' explanation :' but their obvious 
force is, ' in consequence of a direct communication from his 
only Lord and Master, Christ Jesus.' 

Of the nature of this revelation we are not particularly in- 
formed. It is plain that revelations were common occurrences 
with the apostle. According to his own account, 2 Cor. xii. 
7, he was favoured with "abundance of revelations;" 6 and 
these revelations were made to him in various ways : sometimes 
directly to himself; sometimes to other inspired men respecting 
him ; sometimes in one way, sometimes in another. The fol- 
lowing passages contain accounts of revelations made to Paul, 
or about Paul : — Acts ix. 6 ; xxii. 17 ; xiii. 2 ; xvt. 6 ; xviii. 
9 ; xxi. 10; xxiii. 11 ; xxvii. 23. In some such way was Paul 
instructed that it was the will of his Master that lie should go to 
Jerusalem. This is no way inconsistent with the history in the 
Acts of the Apostles, where it is stated that " it was determined" 

written by some transcriber very early for #., and that four, instead of 
fourteen, years are mentioned. Grotius is favourable to the suggestion ; 
but Pearson, in his Anna!.!, raid!., very satisfactorily vindicates the or- 
dinary reading. See Scliott., PriAeg. hagog. % 4 ; and Bengelii Ordo tern- 
porftm. 
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that Paul should go to Jerusalem. 1 That determination was 
probably the result of the revelation. 

(2.) He communicated to the Aposlks hu mode of preaching t/te 
Gospel among the Gentiles. 

On his going to Jerusalem on this occasion, he communicated 2 
not to the church there as a body, but " privately 3 to them who 
were of reputation"* — i. e., to the apostles, or perhaps to the 
more distinguished of the apostles — " the gospel which he 
preached 5 among the Gentiles." 

By "the gospel which he preaehed among the Gentiles," 
some understand the doctrine of the freedom of the converted 
Gentiles from the yoke of the Mosaic law. But this does not 
seem likely, as certainly, on this occasion. Paul did publicly 
declare his opinion on this question. Others suppose that the 
phrase denotes the doctrine that the Mosaic law was not obli- 
gatory even on the Jewish converts, though they were not pro- 
hibited from observing it. I rather think the phrase denotes 
generally Paul's mode of stating the grand fundamental doc- 
trines of Christianity. The apostles all preached the same 
gospel, but each of them had probably his own way of preach- 
ing it. In Paul's way of preaching it, the non-obligation of the 
Mo^iie law on Christians, and the extreme hazard of connecting 
anything with the merits of Christ as the ground of hope, or with 
faith hi him as the instrument of justification, were made peeu- 

1 Acts XV. 2. " Luke says nothing of a revelation; but, of course, of such 
inner occurrences Paul himself could alone be accurately informed." — Ols- 

* Jerome's note on dvtSinijv is good: " Aliud est conferre ayariSerdtn, 

aliud uiseere. inler eiuil'ei-eiUes K>i]iiii];i.u,s est, ut pari consilio aliquid vel 
probetur vel improbetur. Inter docentem et discentem minor est illc qui 

a Kar' iBc'ac, sup. )(t'P a >'< — •■ * a °t publicly, tfiitpoa-Bev trdirrup, ii. 14. 

Olshausen says, " In thy mif Ifciuv there is no occasion [in- iinyiiiiji^ local to 
be mid uTTloi.ii 1 ; ii answer* [ierfedly io our phrase, ' especially, ;irelVrnl.ihv " 

* toie SoKoiJo-i,— the full phrase, verse (!, tSumit-iri n, ' those who were ac- 
counted persons of eminence.' — Aets v. 36 ; 1 Cor. iii. 7 ; GaL vi. 3. Por- 
phyry contrasts ™ w\fj8tj with oi Sokovvtcs. Theodoret interprets l.he phrase 
by evojipoi, ' men of mark.' 

5 KT/piaaio, the present time, to denote that he still preached the same 

gospel — that his teaching h;u: been uniform, not vat and ov. 
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I iaely prominent, far more so than in Peter's, or James's, or John's 
mode of preaching it. 1 

Now, Paul stated to his apostolic brethren the way in which 
he was accustomed to preach the gospel among the Gentiles. 
He made this statement not publicly, because it is quite possible 
that many of the weak Christians at Jerusalem, overrun with 
.Jewish prejudices, and accustomed only to James's, or Peter's, or 
John's way of preaching the gospel, might bo disposed to think 
Paul's gospel, though substantially the same with theirs, another 
gospel. 

And he made this statement to the apostles, " lest by any means 
lie should run, or had nm, in vain," i.e., that his past labours might 
not become, and that his future labours might not be, fruitless. 
The apostle seems to have been fond of agonistic metaphors 
drawn from the stadium and arena, 1 Cor. ix. 24-26; Phil. ii. 16; 
2 Tim. iv. 7. We have the same idea in plain words, 1 Thess, 
iii. 5. 3 It would have been a great obstacle in the way of Paul's 
success, if the apostles had been ignorant, of his peculiar mode of 
teaching Christianity. In this case, when inquired at respecting 
Paul's doctrine by those who were stumbled at it, they could 
only have said, ' We do not know what Paul teaches ;' but when 
Paul had stated his doctrine to them, and when they had approved 
it as substantially the same gospel which they themselves preached, 
no danger was to be feared from that quarter. 3 

That the apostles were not dissatisfied with that part of Paul's 
doctrine which was peculiarly obnoxious to the J udaislng teachers, 
' that gentile converts were not bound to bo circumcised or sub- 
mit to the Mosaic law,' was made very evident by their conduct 
in reference to Titus. " But neither Titus, who was with me, 
being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: and that be- 
cause of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily 

1 Xeandcr's view of On' peculiarities of I'anl's, Liter's,, and John's dis- 
tinctive mi'Jci of staliiiit Chi-i.st.uui doctrine, in his "Planting of Chris- 
tianity," deserves to be carefully studied. 

2 /iiJ7r<i>£ els /avoir yiv^rat 6 nonoc rjpfiv, " lest our labour be ill vain." 

5 Some connect ci»r, etc., with Sokovd-i, 'to those who thought,' i..e.., 
' were in doubt whether I had run,' ete. ; hut the common mode of connecting 
tin: clauses is greatly preferable. Fritsche proposed to take this soniciii'i: 
by itself, and as a question: " Num frustra operam meam in evangeltum 
iiisumo aut insumsi?" But, as Olshausen nays, " this interpi'el.aiJon lias ;in 
recommendation at all, and was afterwards retracted by the- propter himself.'' 
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to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they 
might bring us into bondage : to whom we gave place by subjec- 
tion, no, not for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you." 1 The construction of this paragraph is a 
little involved. 2 Some, following a different reading from our 
translation,, have in rendering it left out " no, mcrf," 3 in the 5th 
verse. They suppose that Titus was circumcised, and that the 
apostle is explaining the circumstance. Titus was not wiupdle.d 
to be circumcised, but he (Paul) acted on principles similar to 
those on which he took and circumcised Timothy. It is a very 
important remark of DrPaley, that "whenever Paul's compliance 
with the Jewish law is mentioned in the history of the Acts of 
the Apostles, it is mentioned in connection with circumstances 
which point out the motives from which it proceeded, and this 
motive seems always exoteric, namely, a love of order and tran- 
quillity, or an unwillingness to give unnecessary offence." Acts 
xvi. 3 ; xxi. 26. Tin; apostle's r.oniJuc.l, in such eases was in no 
degree inconsistent with his doctrine. He yielded for a time to 
the prejudices of others to gain a good purpose. There are, 
however, many objections to this way of interpretation. There 
is no evidence of Titus having been circumcised. The various 
reading on which this interpretation rests is not sowed supported 
as that adopted in the f.extus recephis, which is, as usual, followed 
by our translators ; besides, the reason given at the conclusion 
of the 5th verse is a very good reason lor Paul's opposing Titus's 
circumcision, but it is difficult to see how it could be a reason 
for his consenting to it. 

By supposing the language elliptical — not more so than is 
common in letters, not more so, at any rate, than is common in 
Paul's letters — the whole passage may be made plain e 



1 Gal. ii. 8-5. 

1 " The parenthesis inserted in vera 

ii]nw(.Ic could either write, 'On account of falsi" brdlirtn, 1 would not permit 
Titus to be circumcised ;' or, ' I wished nut liy any means to indulge the i'n.\~e 
brethren in this respect. ' He has mingled both constructions." — Wi.vtu, 
§ 64, ii. J oidi. 

4 Some render Sia fit roiis ^rcufiaSiX^ow, ' n ith regard to the false brethren.' 
out i'nvcrnin;,' llii' ;i>t.. ;iLV<;n:i:i^ to ^cli'ciisT.cr, sLritk-s : quod attinet ad.' 
— Rom. iii. '26 ; viii. 10. Some place a full point at the end of verse 3, and 
Mi|i|iU from the previous context, either nvi^-j or la'cSifn/v, — in which case 
tin y consider the 3d verse as parenthetical. It seems better to place a 
(■omnia at (lie end of vers,; ::, and to read t!io lliree verst's us one sentence. — 
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It is as if he had said, ' Nothing can be a more satisfactory proof 
that the apostles did not object to my doctrine respect lil^- tlio 
non-obligation of the Mosaic law on gentile converts than this, 
that Titus my companion, though known to be a native Gentile, 
was not required to submit to circumcision. There was, indeed, 
an attempt to enforce something of this kind by a certain class of 
men, but I resisted it, and successfully resisted it, from the regard 
I had to the interests of the gentile Christians.' The idea of an 
attempt having been made to enforce the obligation of the Mosaic 
law, is probably implied in the phrase " icas not tf-ompeUtd,." 1 That 
such an attempt was made, is plain enongh from the history as 
recorded in the xv. chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, verse 5, 
which refers, I apprehend, not to what had taken place at Antioch, 
but to what took place at Jerusalem. At the same time, it is 
obvious that what took place at Jerusalem was the consequence 
of what had taken place at Antioch. The question was stirred 
by these false brethren, and it is to them and their introduction 
into the church at Antioch that the apostle seems to refer here. 

The persons who made the attempt are described by the 
apostle as "false brethren unawares brought in, who came in 
privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
that they might bring us into bondage." 2 Here, as in so many 
other places of the epistles, we want the light of contemporary 
history to make the meaning of these words perfectly plain. It 
has been supposed by some, that the apostle alludes to unbelieving 
Jews, who, on profession of a pretended faith, had sought and 
found admission into the Christian society, for the purpose of ac- 
quiring a more accurate knowledge of the principles and manners 
of the new sect, that they might the better be able to hold them 
up to the hatred of their countrymen as violators and devisers 
of the law of Moses. But the apostle seems to have had a totally 
different class of persons in his eye — persons who admitted the 
Messkhship of Jesus Christ, but did not understand his religion 

Vl'h Storr, iii. It is justly remarked by Storr, "Hebrseorum aures facile 
ferebant orationem, qua: quantum vis licet interrupt* esset parenthesibus, 
tamen ad illud unde divertisset, non ita rediret, ut partes din-ipa!;^ upt-rtms 
connecterentur." — Geo. i. 29, 30; 1 Chron. xviii. 10; 2 Chron. xxxii. 9; 
Rom. i. 1-7 ; Gal. ii. 8-10. The whole of Storrs note, Diss. Emg. in Epp. 
Paul. Min. pp. 3-0, deserves to be read and studied. 

1 ovfif ipmyKaaOti, i Gal. ii. 4, 
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— who earned into their new religion all their old prejudices, or 
rather who merely had added to their old creed this new article, 
' that Jesus was the Messiah.' These persons were brethren, 
i. e. Christians in name ; but they were " false brethren," 1 Jews 
in reality. 

They had been "brought in unawares;" 2 for whatever may 
have been the practice in later times, in the apostolic ages no man 
was admitted to the communion of the Christian church except 
under the impression that he really was a Christian. They 
"came in privily." 3 Had they avowed the opinion, that circum- 
cision was necessary in order to salvation in the same way as faith 
in Christ, they would never have been acknowledged Christians 
at all. I think it most likely, however, that the apostle is not here 
speaking so much of admission into the Christian church as of 
admission into the church of Antioch; and that he refers to those 
men mentioned in the fifteenth chapter of the Acts, who, first at 
Antioch and then at Jerusalem, opposed the doctrine of the apostle 
respecting the freedom of gentile converts from the yoke of the 
Mosaic law. These men " privily crept into the church of An- 
tioch" to spy out the Christian liberty which the gentile ChrisLiiiiis 
there enjoyed : and they did this for the purpose of bringing 
them into bondage, by subjecting them to the requisitions of the 
ceremonial law. The phrase, " which we have in Christ Jesus/' 4 
is equivalent to, ' which we enjoy by Christ,' or rather to, 
'which we in Christ Jesus — we Christians — enjoy.' 

But to those persons Paul " would not give place, no, not for 
an hour." 3 Ho opposed them at Antioch — lio opposed them at 
Jerusalem ; and the reason why he thus opposed them was, " that 
the truth of the gospel might continue with the Gentiles," i. e. 
that "the true gospel" might continue with them — the glad 
tidings, that "whosoever believeth in Christ Jesus should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." Had the apostle yielded, the 
conclusion to be drawn would have been, that something beside,-* 
Christ's merits was necessary us the ground, and something be- 
sides faith in him necessary as the means, of justification ; and 
the ;h1 mission of both or of either of these principles was materi- 

9 TJ/tvbowp6tj>!iTm, ^rtvSajri'nT- 
' jiii t/joiitii iv XpitTTig 'irjtroi: 
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ally a denial of the truth of the gospel. " Let us learn this kind 
of stubbornness from the apostle," as Luther says. "We will 
suffer our goods to be taken away, our name, our life, and all 
that we have; but the gospel, our faith, Ji'hu; Christ, we will 
never suffer to be wrested from us : and cursed be that humility 
which here abaseth and submit to th itself; nay, rather let every 
Christian be proud and spare not, except he will deny Christ. 
Wherefore, God assisting me, my forehead shall be harder than 
all men's foreheads. Here I take for my motto, i Cedo nulli.' I 
will give place to none. I am, and ever will be, stout and stern, 
and will not one inch give place to any creature. Charity giwth 
place, ' for it suffereth all things, believeth all things, enduretli 
all things ;' but faith giveth no place." 

While the apostle thus asserts that his doctrines were sanc- 
tioned by the approbation of the other apostles, he as unequivo- 
cally declares that lie derived neither instruction nor authority 
from them, but was treated by them as a person who stood in no 
need of their sanction, but was invested with equal authority with 
themselves. 

(3.) He received from the Apostles the moat utin'/uivocal acknow- 
ledgment of his Qualifications, Call, and A.idhordtj, an an 
Apostle. 
" But of those who seemed to be somewhat, whatsoever they 
were, it maketh no matter to me : God accepteth no man's 
person : for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference 
added nothing to me."' 

" To be somewhat" 2 is an idiomatical expression for dignity 
of rank or station. " They who seemed to be somewhat" 3 is no 

The construction is imueSkmiOov, "but the meaning plain. 

is very well illustrated by a verse in Euripides, 




rendered by Eiinius, 

" Niini cipuleuti quum loquu 

Eadum dicta eademque, o. 

It has been imitated by Dyer thus:— 
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; expression. It is equivalent to the expression in 
a succeeding verse, "they who seemed" — were accounted, justly 
accounted — " tu be pillars" and probably refers to the same 
persons, " the chief apostles." 1 

"Whatsoever they were, it maketh no difference to me." 2 
' Whatever advantages in some points of view they may seem 
to have had over me, it matters not.' " God regardcth no 
man's person," 3 a Hebraistic expression, Dent. x. 17, i.e., 'He is 
sovereign in the dispensation of his gifts. In the bestowal of his 
favours, He is not regulated by external appearances or relations.' 
It does not follow that, because James was Christ's kinsman, or 
Peter and John his personal friends, that therefore they should 
have higher authority in his church than one who had, perhaps, 
never seen Jesus Christ till after his resurrection.* These chief 
apostles " added nothing" 5 to Paul. The word may mean cither 
' they communicated to him no new information— no additional 
authority,' or 'they found no fault with his way of preaching the 
gospel.' They could not in any way improve him who had been 
taught of their common Master. They never tried it : they were 
under the influence of a very different spirit. They rejoiced in 
the grace that had been given to him in common with themselves, 
and gladly acknowledged him a brother-apostle. 

" But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the 
uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the 
circumcision was unto Peter; (for He that wrought effectually in 
Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was 
mighty in me toward the Gentiles) : and when James, Cephas, 
and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, am! 
they unto the circumcision. Only they would that we should 

1 oi vTiifikiav a-noijTokoL. — 2 Cor. xi. 5; xii. 11. 
oiibiv /io( 8m<p4pfi, This seems neur'.y equivalent l.o uXi'yo* )ioi jie'Asi, 
or to the Latin " mea non interest." 

1 Some connect the words, o&dev [uu. Sia^pri., with «jtij Be' -an C'ikui-vtui' 
ei'j/m' -i, and interpret, ' There is no difference between me and those who 
were reckoned the most eminent." — yap. k. t. X. The m»;i /o'/ui>idl h: op- 
posed to tins exegesis. 

s The word is plainly used in reference to that employed in v. 2. Paul 
aviBrro to them ; they oiliiv wpoaaviBcvro to him. 
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remember the poor ; the same which I also was forward to 
do." 1 

On hearing Paul state " the gospel which he preached among 
the Gontik'Sj" the apostles, instead of finding fault with it, saw 
clearly "that the gospel of the un circumcision was committed 2 
to Paul, as the gospel of the circumcision to Peter." " Uncir- 
cuiucir-ion 7 ' here menus the Gentiles, and "circumcision" the 
Jews, 3 Eom. ii. 26, etc.; Eph. ii. 11; Col. iii. 11. "The gospel 
of the uncircumcision," or of the Gentiles, has generally been 
understood as meaning the ministry of the gospel among the 
Gentiles; and "the gospel of the circumcision," or of the Jews, 
the ministry of the gospel among the Jews; and the meaning of 
the whole phrase, ' when they saw that it was the will of God 
that I should labour among the Gentiles, and that Peter should 
labour among the Jews.' I rather think that "the gospel of 
the uncircumcision" moans that way of preaching the gospel 
which was peculiarly fitted for the Gentiies; and " the gospel of 
the circumcision" that way of preaching the gospel which was 
peculiarly fitted for the Jews. On hearing Paul, they disf inctlv 
saw that the Holy Spirit had taught him to preach the gospel 
in a way peculiarly calculated for the conversion of the Gentiles, 
just as He had taught Peter to preach the gospel in a way pecu- 
liarly fitted for the com ersinn of the Jews. 

" For," * says the apostle by the way, " He that wrought effec- 
tually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same 
was mighty in me toward tile (i entiles." These words are ordin- 
arily referred to the success of the apostles' preaching, but I 
apprehend they refer rather to their qiudijir.al.iims for preaching. 
Christ by his Spirit '-'wrought cll'ectually in Peter to the apostle- 
ship of the circumcision," i. e., Christ by his Spirit gave to Peter 
those qualifications which peculiarly fitted him to do the duties 
of an apostle among the Jews; and Christ, by the same Spirit, 
who has a diversity of gifts and operations, gave to Paul those 

1 Gal. ii. 7-10. 

£t<r0ai tv tins !6vf<Tt. Of this somewhat rare construction of this verb, 
we have instances, Eom. iii. 2; 1 Cor. ix. 17. It is equivalent to (vtttrtvrri 
/lot Beat to eiuyyiXiov. 

1 dupopvarla for aKpofivaTci, and nfpiro/iij for nfpiTiu)$ivris. 
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qualifications which peculiarly fitted him to do the duties of an 
apostle among the Gentiles. 

The apostles, James, Peter, and John, who perhaps were all 
that then were at Jerusalem, were reckoned " pillars," > the orna- 
ments and support— decora et tutamina— of the Christian church. 
It is common for Paul to compare the church to an edifice or 
temple, 1 Cor. Hi. 16 ; Eph. ii. 21 ; 1 Tim. iii. 15. The order 
in which the apostles are mentioned deserves notice, when we 
recollect the insolent pretensions of the men who assume that they 
are the successors of Peter. James, not Peter, has the first 
place. James, too, presided in the council of Jerusalem. Peter, 
so far from usurping the title of universal bishop, confines his 
charge to the circumcision, and resigns the rest of the world to 
Paul. Peter opened the gate to the Gentiles, but Paul gathered 
them in. A universal bishop could make out a better claim by 
proving bis succession to Paul than to Peter. The apostles 
James, Peter, and John, " perceived the grace " — ' the tokens of 
the peculiar favour and love of Christ Jesus'— conferred on Paul 
and his companion. " The grace" here signifies the favour be- 
stowed on Paul, in authorising and qualifying him to preach the 
gospel among the Gentiles. The best commentary on this pas- 
sage is to be found in his own words, "Unto me, who am less than 
the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." 2 Per- 
ceiving this, they readily acknowledged Paul and Barnabas as 
brethren : they gave them the right hand of fellowship, 3 as a 
token of agreement in sentiment, an acknowledgment of their 
possessing the same authority as themselves, and a pledge that 
they would mutually assist one another in the great work in 
which they were engaged ; and at the same time it was agreed, 
that while James, Peter, and John continued to labour chiefly 

1 Gal. ii. 9,—<TTv\ot. The Kabbins call Abraham nVair: iiasi, ' the pillar 
of the world.' The apostles and prophets are represented by Faul (Eph. 
ii. 20), as top Bfpfoios of the Christian church; and oi %kXum of the 

heavenly Jerusalem are said by John (Rev. xxi. 12) to bear on them the 

names of " the twelve apostles of the Lamb." 

s Eph. iii. 8. 

8 What Chrj-sostom calls miavrippqrov orflfeigw ovrfmiim. This seems a 

natural symbol of agreement. "Kiirov ,ie, Kai rqv ^eian Bos r^v S*|«ii/." 

AmsTorx.Nub. 81. "Pars mihi pads eritdexi ram tetigisse tyranni."— Vino 
JEn. vii. 266. Lev. vi. 2,— -ri wnan. Jer. i. 15. 
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among the Jews, Paul and Barnabas should continue to labour 
chiefly among the Gentiles. Not that either party was scrupu- 
lously to confine their labours within these bounds; but that, 
generally speaking, they should respectively occupy those fields 
of labour for which the Holy Spirit had peculiarly qualified 
them. This was not, however, an appointment laid upon Paul 
as by superiors. It was a mutual agreement of equals, 1 arising 
out of their clearly perceiving the will of their common Master. 
Accordingly they gave Paul and Barnabas no instructions. 
They knew that he needed none. The only subject on which 
they gave anything like advice, was one of a practical, not of a 
doctrinal, kind ; and even then it was a friendly hint, not a 
magisterial command. " Only they would 2 that we should 
remember the poor." They requested them to keep in mind the 
distressed condition of many of the believers in Judea, who, for the 
gospel's sake, had suffered the loss of all things, and recommend 
their situation to the sympathy of their gentile brethren who 
might be able to help them. The Jewish poor found a consider- 
able resource in the sacrifices of the temple, on which they greatly 
depended. Such of them as became Christians were probably 
deprived of this advantage, and were rendered more necessitous 
than the poor in other places. " Which thing," says the apostle, 
" I was forward to do." 3 How the apostle remembered the poor 
appears from Acts xi. 29-30 ; xxiv. 17 ; Rom. xv. 17 ; 1 Cor. 
xvi. 1 ; 2 Cor. viii. He was forward to do this for more reasons 
than one. He was a benevolent man ; he was a patriotic man ; 
and he was persuaded that few things had a greater tendency to 
break down the walls of prejudice between Jewish and Gentile 
believers, than this fellowship of love — this communion in giving 
and receiving. 

How many jealousies and strifes might be prevented in the 
church, if the conduct of Paul and his apostolic brethren were 
generally followed ! "If there was, on the one hand, the same 
readiness for a full and frank explanation, and if, on the other, 
the same freedom from envy at remarkable success, how many 
strifes that have disgraced the church might be avoided ! The 
true way to avoid strife, is just that which is here proposed. 

1 inn Tijifis jropivirapf&a — avro't iropfiiravrai. 

2 There is all ellipsis litre of nhnvat, or irnpuKiXouiri, or diXavai. 

.' ! t'.iTiwftrro'n, i. c. trvv nTrotiSij e-na'iT)an, — ililigenter feci. 
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Let there be on both sides perfect frankness — let there be a 
willingness to explain and state things just as they are— and let 
there be a disposition to rejoice in the talents, and zeal, and 
success of others, though it should far outstrip our own,— and 
contention in the ehurcli would cease; and every devoted and 
successful minister of the gospel would receive the right hand of 
Is'llowship from all, however venerable by age or authority, who 
love the cause of true religion." 1 

7. His Reproof of Peter for dissembling at Antioch, and his 
Assertion of the True Gospel. 

In the succeeding paragraph (verses 11-21) Paul shows from 
an incident that took place at Antioch, both how consistently lie 
had all along asserted the freedom of gentile believers, and of 
Christians generally, from the obligation oftlie Mosaic law ; and 
how far he was from being only a secondary apostle. He had not 
hesitated to differ from, aye, and to reprove, Peter, one of " the 
chiefest of the apostles," when his conduct was not according to 
the truth of the gospel. 

" But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to 
the face, because he was to he blamed." 2 'Cephas' is considered 
the preferable reading by Mill and Lachmann ; and some in- 
terpreters, both ancient and modern, have supposed, in opposi- 
tion to the plainest evidence, that not Peter the apostle, but 
some other Cephas is intended. Hardouin, the whimsical but 
learned Jesuit, is, as might be expected, a supporter of this 
opinion. Antioch was a celebrated, wealthy, magnificent, popul- 
ous city, the capital of Syria, the most illustrious city in Asia, 
as Alexandria was in Africa, and Rome in Europe, situated on 
the river Orontes, the seat of one of the most flourishing of the 
primitive Christian churches, remarkable as the place where the 
disciples of Jesus received the name by which they have ever 
since been universally known. 3 

The exact period of this visit of the apostle Peter cannot he 
fixed. Sender's notion, that it was previous to the visit of Paul 
to Jerusalem, mentioned in the beginning of the chapter, is in 
the highest degree improbable. We know that after the 
apostles and elders at Jerusalem had, by their decree, sanctioned 

'Barnes. a Gal. ii. 11. * Xpumavoi Acts xf. 26. 
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tlie doctrine of the non-obligation of the Mosaic law on the gen- 
tile converts, and enjoined on them abstinence " from fornication, 
and from things offered in sacrifice to idols, and things strangled. 
and blood," Paul and Barnabas, along with Judas, Silas, and 
others, returned to Antioch, 1 and continued there for some 
time, after which they went to visit the churches which they had 
formerly planted. It seems highly probable that it was during 
the interval which elapsed between ihe return from Jerusalem 
and Paul's setting out on this itinerant mission, that Peter visited 
Antioch. He came probably to enjoy the satisfaction of seeing so 
numerous and flourishing a gentile church, and to give the weight 
of his persona] sanction to the decree of the apostles and elders. 

This visit seems for a considerable time to have been agreeable 
and useful to all parties ; but towards the close of it, Paul found 
it necessary to reprove Peter on account of conduct which ap- 
peared to him calculated to injure the Christian cause. "I 
withstood him " B — is equivalent to, ' I opposed him ' — " to the 
face." 8 Some of the fathers, as Chrysostom and Jerome, have 
represented this disagreement between the two apostles as merely 
apparent, and the whole affair got up by mutual agreement to 
serve a purpose. 4 There is nothing in the narrative which gives 
the least countenance to such a notion. Such management 
would have savoured too much of the "craftiness," 6 and "the 
hidden things of dishonesty," 6 which both the apostles had 
renounced, and indeed would not have been consistent with in- 

1 " The Antioch where this event took place is not that in Fisidia, — Acts 
viii 14 ; xiv. 19,— but the famous one in Ccelo-Syria, on the Orontes, which 
in the beginning (until Rome became more so) was tie central point of 
gentile Christian life." — Olshausen. 

8 Kara Mpdtrw;rni',— -mL'seiis pr:raculi. 1: Non possum (luorundam Patrum 
expositionem probare qui verba koto irpoo-wxuv xcc-undu-M speciem red di, tit 
tantum aiuapax'-"'' quandam intelligi volunt. Repugnat ha?c interpretatio 
loquendi ratiojii."— KiiEns. Acts iii. 115; xxv. 16. 

1 The correspondence bet wet n Augustine and Jerome on this subject is 
worth reading, as illustrative of Palrislk morality and exegesis. Jerome 
defends his theory of Peter's "hypocrisis observanda. 1 legis," being (rural 
by Paul's " hypocrisis correutuim-,'' by l.'i i (.■ suUrage of Origcn, iJitlymua, 
F.usebius Emissenus, Theodorus Hcracleotes, and Chrysostom, "Patere 
me," says he, " errare cum talibus." See Whitby's " J 'iwriiilio do Scrip- 
turarum interpretation e secundum Piitruni commentarios." 

6 navovpyta. ° tq ypvaru riji uwr^ut'tic.. — 2 Cor. iv. '1. 
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tegrity. .Such a hypothesis would never have been thought of, but. 
to defend the infallibility of Peter. It is, however, an odd way to 
defend one apostle from si mistake in judgment, hy representing two 
apostles as guilty of something approaching at least to deliberate 
lulsehood. 1 But even in Jerome's and Chrysostom's time, the 
maxim tliat the end sanctifies the mean*, had gained extensive 
currency among Christians ; and they readily attributed to 
apostles motives and modes of action with which they them selves 
were but too familiar. It is of great importance-, especially in 
these days, to be impressed with the conviction that. piimit.Ive 
Oliristianity and ancient Christianity, apostolical Christianity 
and patristic Christianity, are two very different — in many re- 
spects two directly opposite — things. 

Paul did not keep silent as if be had been afraid of Peter as a 
superior ; he was not awed by the example of so great an 
apostle into the silent sanction of what he thought wrong ; and 
he did not oppose L'eter by secret insinuation — by speaking evil 
of him when he was absent, — he avowed to himself his dissatis- 
faction with his conduct. 

And he did this " because he was to be blamed." 2 Some in- 
terpreters suppose that the apostle's meaning is, ' because he was 
blamed,' — every person, except the Jews who came down from 
James, blamed his conduct as inconsistent, unchristian, and un- 
manly. We apprehend, however, that our translators have 
given the true meaning. 3 That other people were blaming 
Peter, would have been no reason with Paul for blaming him. 
It would have operated rather in the opposite way. The reason 
that he withstood him was, that he was conscientiously per- 
suaded he was wrong, and that a public statement of this con- 

1 " Omnis autera simulatio etiam in rebus humanis est vitiosa, quia est 
species mendacii : cum autera uranium remm ammlatio est vitiosa ftoaii 
Ciiini judicium veri, idqne adulterat) bun 1 1 1 1 1 i e i i i ;i. L vepi.^nat maximu, ul. mqiill 
Cicero in l'jHjlio. (Juantu igitnr magis in. divinis ?"— l'.uti-xs. "In amicilia 
autcin nihil fiduni nihil siniuktum."— ClC. do Am. viii. 

2 on Kareyviflirjih'-is <)i'. 

' Winer, a high authority, denies thai the participle ha.s the force of being 
worthy of blame, and maintains that it merely signifies, ' lmd incurred blame:' 
but Valcknaer. an equally adequate jad;;ir in such a question, holds the Oppo- 
site opinion. If the Mushi/p'tuili admits of ouv translators' cxegesU, the con- 
text strongly supports it. A learned friend, worthy of being named along with 
Winer and Valcknaer, says, "strictly speak ins-, 'werlhy' is an-infera-M. 
' Judgment had gone against his conduct ' is the fact expressed." 
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viction was necessary to serve the purpose of general editii.':ilion. 
Of the manner in which Peter received this correction, we have 
no account. We know it produced no lasting alienation. It 
was long after this that Peter styled his reprover, " our beloved 
brother Paul." 1 It has been supposed, but we are very unwill- 
ing to entertain the thought, that the occurrences here recorded 
had their effect in predisposing Harnnhus' mind to that irritation 
which made a comparatively very slight difference of opinion the 
occasion of breaking up that close companionship with his illus- 
trious friend which had been so full of holy delight to both 
parties, and so advantageous to the churches. 

Let us learn from Paul's conduct, not to allow the authority 
or example of any man, however great or good, to interfere with 
the convictions of our own minds respecting truth and duty. Let 
us be certain that a man is to be blamed before we withstand 
him ; and when we do so, let it be to his face. 

The apostle goes on to give a more particular account of this un- 
pleasant affair. " For before that certain came from J simes, he did 
eat with the Gentiles : but when they were come, he withdrew, and 
separated hlmselfj fcariuc them which were of tile circumcision. 
And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation." a 

For some time after his arrival, Peter mingled familiarly in 
social intercourse with the gentile converts who had not been 
circumcised, and who did not observe the law of Closes. This is 
the meaning of his " eating with them." It does not refer to 
curing the Lord's Supper or religious communion : for we have 
no reason to think that even after the Jewish brethren came, 
either he or they refused to have this sort, of intercourse with their 
gentile brethren. The Gentiles were accustomed to eat a variety 
of articles prohibited by the Mosaic law; and it would appear 
that Peter, without scruple, sat down with them at table, and, 
it may be, without scruple partook of what was placed before 
him, — acting on the principle which he had been miraculously 
taught, that " what God had cleansed, he ought not to account 
common or unclean." 3 Such conduct on the part of Peter was 
certainly well fitted to confirm the Gentiles in their attachment. 
to their new faith, to show that there was no design to proselyte 

1 & ayain)Tbs i))iti<i> dBfXifos Xlavhos— 2 Pet. iii. 15. 

2 Gal. ii. 12, 13. * Acts x. 15. 
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them to Judaism ; and that the observance or non-observance of 
Mosaic ceremonies was no way essentially connected with the 
grand loading doctrines and duties of Christianity. 

But this agreeable state of things was soon interrupted. 
" Some came from James," ' i. e. from Jerusalem, over the church 
of which James seems to have presided, who, like most of their 
brethren, were " zealous for the law." It does not seem that 
they directly attempted to impose the law on the Gentiles ; but 
they seem to have insisted that the converted Jews should keep 
it, and, of course, should avoid unrestrained social intercourse 
with their gentile brethren. 

Peter "feared 2 these men." 3 The meaning of these words is 
not very obvious. I am disposed to think that Peter was afraid 
of their being so disgusted at seeing the unreserved intercourse 
of Jews and Gentiles, a thing so abhorrent to their prejudices, as 
to be tempted to renounce Christianity and revert to Judaism. 
This is a sentiment much more likely to influence the conduct of 
a man like Peter than a mean selfish fear of losing ids popularity 
among these prejudiced Jews. Under the influence of this fear 
he "withdrew, and separated himself;" 4 not at all, as I appre- 
hend, from their religious meetings, but he became more reserved 
and cautions in his intercourse with them, and carefully abstained 
from anything that looked like a violation of the law of Moses, 

This conduct the apostle calls " dissimulation." 5 For Peter's 
opinion remained unaltered. On the great question he and 
Paul were completely at one. 6 But Peter adopted a mode of 

1 Mark v. 35, — an-o tov apxiavvayayov, " from the ruler of the synagogue," 
— i. e. ' from his house.' 

1 tpo&OVptVOt. 

J toot in TT(piTO)ii}s, a phrase of the same kind as ol en moreon-, 01 1£ cpymv. 

5 Tertullian remarks, " Conversationis fuit vitium non prEedicationis." — 
De Prescript, exxiii. The observations of Witsius, in his " Meleremaia 
Ijfliloiisia," deserve quotation: " Non licet ex hac historiie sacra; parte 
concludere errorem in fide in a'terni.™ aposliilonim vel (lissensiirn in dnctrina 
inter utrumque. Indubiiini cnim est, quod doctrinam attinet, Pefrum in 
hoc negclm cjiisdem si'iifciiliii' eum Paulo: las scilicet Jud;eo homini esse 
famiiiantafern colere cum Oer,t;!ilms lide Christiana pneditis. — Tota ergo 
hs;c controversia fuit non de doctriiu liherti;tis CliriM.hiii;e, sed de illius usii 
hie et nunc: in qua re Paulus prudentias regulas melius perspecias liiituiit 
ijuitiu 1'otrus."— I'. (!.'>. "Weissmaim's dissertation, " ])e Usu et Ahusu Cen- 
sure Petri Paulina;," deserts to lis:- eun.-u'.iod. :: These differences between 
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conduct which had a natural tendency to lead the Jews to think 
that his opinion and that of Paul were dillereut, and to lead the 
Gentiles to think that ho had altered his opinion. A man dis- 
sembles when, either by words, or actions, or silence, or inaction, 
he gives others reason to think that his sentiments are different 
from what they really are. The other Jewish converts at 
Antioeh went along with Peter ; and even the excellent Barna^ 
has was " carried away," ' it is likely, partly by regard to Peter's 
authority j and partly by the fear of offending the Judnising 
brethren. 

This passage teaches us the importance of consistency of con- 
duct ; the danger of worldly wisdom in the management of 
ecclesiastical affairs : the great caution with which men dis- 
tinguished for their office, talents, and influence should act; and 
the extreme danger of making any man's opinion and conduct 
the rule of ours. 

Let us now attend to Paul's account of his own behaviour in 
these difficult, circumstances. " But when I saw that they 
walked not uprightly, according to the truth of the gospel, I 
said unto Peter before them all, If thou, bein<r a Jew, livest after 
the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest 
thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews V 3 

the apostles," says Dr Graves, '- have sometimes Leon idle^cd as a deci-iie 
objection against the Diiini: authority of the Christian scheme : but surely 
without cause. The New Testament nowhere represents the apostles as 
impei'cub'c ■ it 1ms drawn only out: perfect, charu.cter, that ill' their Divine 
Lord. But Christianity derives more strength of evidence from the impar- 
i : nlity villi which its historians relate their own and their brethren's occa- 
sional errors or faults, than it. can sutler injury from any imputation which 
their conduct may seem to justify. Another signal adianfaae from the 
relation of these cUvision>, is. that, it liffovds the strongest evidence that the 
whole scheme was founded on truth, not imposture; for whenever impostors. 
and these the very chief conductors of the titiposi'.ion, fall into contention and 
dispute, the fallacy is inevitably detected. Not so with the gospel : though 
its teachers miVht. in some points, for some short time disagree, these dis- 
agreements impeded not in the least (ho completion of their sacred work ; 
for this was conducted by the hand of God." " Peter taught quite correctly ; 
he only «(■(,:-/ weakly, when he suffered himself to be intimidated. His error, 
therefore, was a purely personal one, by which his official character as an 
anonle i- not in the least compromised. But it is a remarkable point, that 
he, ' the rock,' should here be overcome with fear, as he was formerly in the 
denial of his Lord."— Ol.siiai.'sf.n. 

1 (TVKnrijx^T' '' Gal. ii. 14. 
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Paul saw that Peter, Barnabas, and the other Jewish converts 
" (lid not walk uprightly, 1 according to the truth of the gospel/' 
" To walk uprightly" in the English language, means to act 
with integrity— to conduct a person's self according to his con- 
victions of truth and duty. It does not necessarily imply that 
the person's conduct is right : it merely intimates that it is 
honest, Paul "walked uprightly" when he persecuted the 
church, as well as when he preached the gospel. It has been 
very common to understand the phrase here in this way, and to 
suppose that Paul charges Peter and the othefs with a want of 
integrity. I see no ground for such a supposition. 1 apprehend 
that Peter and Barnabas acted with perfect integrity,—!, e., they 
acted according to their views of present duty, though these views 
were mistaken ones. They did not think that their conduct 
compromised any truth, and they conceived that it was necessary 
to prevent " the offence " — in the Scripture sense of the term, 
the " stumbling " — of their brethren from Jerusalem. And I am 
quite sure that there never was a man. less disposed than the 
apostle Paul, to ascribe the conduct of his brethren to Lad motives. 
The original term, 2 which occurs only in this place in the New 
Testament, does not refer to motives at all. Jt literally signifies 
to walk straightly, and refers to propriety of conduct, viewed 
in reference to some rule. " "When I saw that they walked not 
straightly" means just 'when I saw that their conduct was not 
right.' Paul does not question their motives, hut he condemns 
their conduct. 

" According to the truth of the gospel." 3 These words are 
generally understood as nearly synonymous with those which 
precede them, — ' according to that sincerity which the gospel 
teaches.' I rather think their meaning is, ' corresponding to 
the true gospel.' The conduct of Peter and the rest seemed to 
the apostle calculated to throw obscurity and doubt on the true 
gospel,— that men are saved entirely " by faith," " through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus ;" and accordingly you find, 
in his address to tliem, not a reproof of insincerity, but a repre- 
sentation of the tendency which their conduct had to lead to 
false views of the way of salvation, and a clear statement of 
those principles which, in his apprehension, their behaviour was 
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calculated to obscure. When lie saw that their conduct was not 
right, mikI did not corruspond with the trutlis of the gospel, he 
" said to Peter before them all" 1 The apostle observes the in- 
junction he lays on Timothy, " Them that sin rebuke before all, 
that others also may fear." 2 If he had known that Peter really 
thought differently from him on the general subject, and that the 
apostles had (riven :i judgment consistent with Peter's views, and 
inconsistent with his own, Paul durst not have thus acted. In 
the- public assembly of the brethren Paul declared his dissatis- 
faction with the conduct of Peter, and those who had followed 
his example. 

His speech on this occasion is indeed an admirable one, and, 
in our apprehension, reaches to the end of the chapter. On 
this subject expositors are not of one opinion. Grotius, Sender, 
and Koppe, consider the 14th verse as containing the whole of 
I 'iiul's address to Peter, and the part, from verse 15-21, as ad- 
dressed to the Galatians. Eosenmuller, Tittmann, Knapp, and 
Jaspis, consider the whole passage, to the end of the chapter, as 
Paul's address. In this last view we concur. Everything in 
the passage has a peculiar propriety, as addressed to Peter. Had 
verse 15 been addressed to the Galatians, this would have been 
marked in some way ; 3 and, in the commencement of the third 
chapter, the apostle names the Galatians, as again returning to 
direct address. 4 

" If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of the Gen- 
tiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles 
to live as do the Jews?" Peter, though a Jew, " lived after 
the manner of the Gentiles, 5 and not as did the Jews," a — i.e. he 

1 efnrpoa-Sev -aavrtov. 2 1 Tim. v. 20. 5 As i)|ie« uvv aht\$oL, k. t. X. 

* " It has long been a question, whether the ISth and following versus are 
to he regarded as a part of the address of Paul to Peter, or the words of 
Paul as part of the Epistle to the Galatians. The following reasons seem 
to me to prove that the first mode of interpretation is to be preferred: (1.) It 
seems the most natural and obvious one, — the discourse proceeding as if it 
were an address to Peter. (2.) There is a change at the beginning of the 
third chapter, where the Galatians are expressly addressed. As to the 
impropriety of Paul's addressing Peter at length on the subject of justifica- 
tion, iv e arc to bear in mind that he did not address him alone. The reproof 
was addressed to Peter in the presence of the people, who were in danger of 
bring misled by his conduct. Nothing was more proper than thai. Mim; 
him and them, Paul should, for tlirir benefit, stale the doctrine id justifica- 
tion."— Bakhes. * (0VIK&S. " OVK 'lotlSaiKWf. 
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did not strictly conform to the requisitions of the Mosaic law. 
He did not regulate himself by its prohibitions. This was plain, 
for before these men from Jerusalem came he ate with the Gen- 
tiles. ' Now,' says the apostle, ' how inconsistent is it hi you, 
who, though a Jew, do not think yourself under obligation to 
observe the Mosaic law, to act in a manner which is calculated 
to lead the Gentiles to think that they ought to observe it I' 
When Paul says, " thou compellest," 1 etc., he refers not to what 
Peter actually did, nor to his intention, but to the plain tendency 
of his conduct. It is as if he had said, ' Is not the natural ten- 
dency of your conduct to lead the Gentiles to think that surely 
something more than faith in Christ is necessary to justification, 
and to induce them to imitate you, and to subject themselves to 
ceremonial restrictions in order to secure their salvation? Is 
not your conduct calculated to sanction the false doctrines which 
the apostles have condemned? and can anything be more incon- 
sistent than such conduct on your part ? Even though you had 
been conscientiously of opinion that the law is obligatory on 
Jews, you ought to have avoided everything that could lead to 
the conclusion that it was obligatory on the Gentiles; but as 
you believe, and have acted on the belief, that its obligation, even 
on Jews, now no longer subsists, why do that which naturally 
leads to the conclusion that its observance is a matter of import- 
ance, and that its non-observance ought to exclude even Gentiles 
from free intercourse with those who do observe it?' 

The apostle goes on to declare the truth of the gospel, which 
he was afraid would be obscured by the conduct of Peter and 
the rest. He declares that Christians among the Jews trusted 
entirely to Christ far salvation, and that, when they acted in any 
way which seemed to cast into the shade the necessity and com- 
pleteness of his salvation, they acted both criminally and incon- 
sistently : and that, for himself, lie was, and was determined ever 
to be, and to appear to be, a Christian, a thorough Christian, 
and nothing but a Christian. 

" We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gen- 
tiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 

1 avaynafa, used here as in JTntth. xiv. 22, 2 Cor. xii. 11, Acts xxviii. 19, 

— ' Thouexeivijyst, cuiiaidci-iriir lliy diameter ami ?tnis(liiig, amoraiinihu'iice. 
all but irresistible by siursrais iiliH.nl in their circumstances. We find the 
similar word irapaStd&trOai, Luke xxiv. 29, Acts svi. 15. 
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law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the works of the law : for by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified 
by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ 
the minister of sin ? God forbid. For if I build again the tilings 
which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For T through 
the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am 
crucified with Ciirist : nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God : for if righteous- 
ness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." 1 

"We who are Jews by nature" — native Jews, not prose- 
lytes/ — " and not sinners of the Gentiles." These words may 
cither mean, ' We who by birth are Jews' — worshippers of the 
true God, according to the Mosaic law, — ' and not idolatrous 
Gentiles ' — whom the Jews were in the habit of calling ' sin- 
ners,' by way of eminence ; or, ' We who are Jewish, and not 
Gentile sinners.' 3 lam partial to this last view of the phrase. I 
do not think that Paul, in the circumstanees in which he was 
placed, was likelv to use language which, even by implication, 
could be considered as a reflection on the Gentiles, when con- 
sidered as in contrast with the Jews; and it was much to his 
purpose to bring forward the fact, that dews as well as Gentiles 
were sinners ; for it was neither as Jews nor as Gentiles, but as 
sinners, they had to do with Christ and his salvation. The usus 
hifteiuli seems in favour of the other view, which also brings out 
a good sense : ' We Jews have found it necessary to abandon 
the law, and betake ourselves entirely to Christ for justification. 
What absurdity, then, to require submission to the law from the 



1 Gal. ii. 15-21, ! "<pitrei — ov wpoaxikv-rat." — TheOI'u. 

3 Sjlieh 4>i<7fi 'IntBiuo. Ktii ovk t'g i&rav apapruXo!. This h the view 
tills. t-ii by K;sii(.t, Kims. SditniJ, Urotius, etc. Eisner S;Iyh. wry justly, 
" .Neti eiiim pcccMtorum ratione opponere ,TuiUi:"S (Juniililiiis. nrqui: jib his 
segregare illos, sed potius conj lingers ;ipi.'^"lus solel taiLi[u;ini in t:oi!i;in Into 
hiiircntes. el consimililuis vitiis oontaminatos, Mom. iii. 9. '22-24. Ecctius 
rd'iriur ('(./!(, j-,-(i)Xr>[ ail 'jivnu 'iouftutoi queniadmodum Eph. ii, 3, k,i) i',utu 
TCK.ua tpvirii o/r/r/v kuI di \tnxni, idque videtur scope. ape.-t<Ji <A ruwiii aciom- 
modatiiis." 
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Gentiles, as it' that were necessary to their salvation, which we 
have found to be utterly useless in" our own case I' 

"We Jews," sinners, "knowing" — i.e. being penmaded — 
" that a man is not justified " '—i. e. cannot obtnin the Divine 

1 As the term "justified." occurs here for the first, time in the epistle, a 
lirjoi' KtiiteiucTit iii' the (,'hristiiti! doctrine (if justification may be useful. It 
cannot be better given than in the well-considered words of Barnes: — 
"I. Justification is properly a word applicable to courts of justice, but is 
used in a similar sense in common conversation among men. An iLu^truli'Hi 
will show its nature. A man is charged, e. ./., with an act of trespass on bis 
nef.'.liliouA property. Now there are two 'ways which be may take It, ftsti/y 
him.*?!/', or lo meet the charge, so as to be regarded and treated as innocent. 
lie may (a) either deny that he performed the act charged on him, or he 
may (h) admit that the deed was done, and set up, as a defence, that he had 
a, riiiht to do it. T:i eitlier ease, if the point be made out. he will \>ai«?.t, or 
innocent,, in the sight of the law. The law will have nothing against bim, 
and he will be regarded and treated in the premises as ao innocent man; or 
be has justified himself in regard to the charge brought against, him. 
IT. Charges of a very serious nature are brought against man by his Maker, 
lie is charged with violating the law of God; with a want of love to hia 
Maker: with a corrupt, proud, sensual heart : with being entirely alienated 
from God by wicked works; in one word, will', being entirely depraved. This 
charge extends to all men, and to the entire life of every unrenewed man. 
It is not a charge merely atiivting the external conduct, nor merely a libeling 
the heart; it. is a charge of entire alienation from ('.Sort, — a charge, in short, 
of total depravity.— See especially Rom. i., ii„ iii. That this charge is a 
very serious one. no one can doubt : that it deeply alfccls the human character 
and standing is as clear. It is a charge brought in the Bible; and God 
appeals, in proof of it, i.o the history of the world, to every man's conscience, 
and to the life of every one who has lived ; and on these facts, and on his 
own power in searching the hearts, and in knowing what is in man, He rests 
the proofs of the charge. III. It is impossible for man to vindicate himself 
from this charge. He can neither show tlu.it the. things dun-fif.il hove not been 
ariiimUted, nor Ou.it, having been cinmit/ed, he had a. r'njht to do them. He 
cannot prove that God is not right in all the charges which He has made 
ae'air.si bim in his word; and he cannot prove that, it was right for bim to 
do as he has done. The charges against him arc facts which are undeniable, 
and the facts are such as cannot be vindicated. But if he can do neither of 
these things, then he cannot lie justified by the law. The law will not acquit 
him; it holds him guilty; it condemns him. No argument which he can 
use will show that he is right, and that God is wrong. No works that he 
can perform will be any compensation for what he has already done. No 
den hi of the existence of the facts charged will alter the case; and be must, 
stand condemned by the law of God. In the legal .sense, he cannot he justi- 
fied; and justification, if it ever exist at all, must be in a mode that is a 
departure from the regular operation of law, and in a mode which the law 
did not contemplate, for no line makes any provision for the pardon of those 
who violate it. It must he by some system which is distinct from the laiv, 
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favour—" by the works of the law, but by 1 the faith of Jesus 
Christ." The apostle does not seem here to refer merely to 

am! in which man may be justified on different principles than those which 
the law contemplates. IV. This other system of justification is that which 
is revealed in the s'ospel In i.lie fau'h of the Lord Jesus. It does not consist 
in either of the following things : (i.) It is not a system or plan where the 
Lord Jesus takes the pari of the sinner against the 'aw, or against God. He 
did not come to show that the sinner was right, and that God was wrong. He 
admitted most fully. :nid endeavoured constantly lo show, that God was right, 
and that the sinner was wrung ; nor ean an instance he referred to where the 
Saviour took the part of the sinner against God, in any such sense that he 
e: idea', on red to show that toe sinner had not done the things charged on him, 
or that he had a right to do {hem. (2.) It is not that we are either innocent, 
or are declared to be innocent. God justifies the ' ungodly,' Rom. iv. 5. We 
are not innocent ; we never have been ; we never shall be ; and it is not the 
design of the scheme to declare any such untruth as thai, we are no! person;: 11 v 
undeserving. It will be always true that the justified sinner has no claims 
to the mercy and favour of Cod, (3.) It is not that we cease to be unde- 
serving personally. I le that is justified by faith, mid that goes to heaven, will 
go there admitting thai lie ilcscrees eternal death, and that he is saved wholly 
by favour, and not by desert. (4.) It is not a declaration on the part of God 
that -ire have wrought out salvation, or that we have any claim for what the 
Lord Jesus has done. Such a declaration would not be true, and would not 
be made. (5.) It is not that the righteousness of the Lord Jesus is trans- 
fcrrai to his people. Mural character cannot be transferred. Tt adheres to 
the moral agent as much as colour does to (he rays of light which cause it. 
It is not true that we died for sin, and it cannot be so reckoned or imputed. 
It is not true that we have any merit, or any claim, and it cannot be so reck- 
oned or imputed. All the imputations of God are according to truth; and 
He will always reckon us to he personally undeserving and sinful. But if 
justification be none of these things, it may be asked, What is it? I answer, 
It is th,'- ikvhi.rcii purpose of God to regard and, treat thus,:- sinners who bcHtaic 
in tin JiOrdJrxas Christ as if they had not sinned, on the ground of the. merits 
of the Su i' bur. It is not mere pardon. The main difference between pardon 
aud just iliea lion re-pecis the smuor contemplated in regard to his past conduct, 
and to Coe.'^jutitr. dealings with him. Pardon is a free forgiveness of past 
offences. It has reference to those sins as forgiven and blotted out ; it is an 
act of remission on the part of God. Justification has respect to the law, and 
to God's future dealings with the sinner. It is an act by which God deter- 
mines to treat him hereafter as a righteous man, or us if he had not sinned. 
The ground or reason of this is, the merit of the Lord Jesus Christ,— merit 
such that we can plead it as if it were our own." On the signification of 
8w™ and its cognate terms, the following works may be consulted with ad- 
van (age :— Sforr. Ojni^-.v.la Ac.tdem. vol. i. ; Koppe, Kxcurs. iv. Epist. ad 
Gal. ; Zimmermann, De vi atqne sen.su $ucmo<rii-t)i- Bmv : Van Voorst, Ano- 
V.at. in Uie.se!. iV. T. Spec. ii. ; and Winzer. De \'oeabi<Jis,SUat<,i. fii.viuiiW;;- 
..■( Soiiiiiiui/, in Ep. ad Homo. 

1 iai> /ii) is here equivalent to «AA« ; so el /jij Mattli. xii. 4, et al. The 
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obedience to the Mosaic law, but states tbe general truth, that 
it is not by obedience to any law— not by works of righteousness 
—that men are restored to tbe Divine favour, but by the faith 
of Christ. Some would understand " tbe faith of Christ " as 
equivalent to ' the gospel ;' but, when viewed in contrast with 
works of law, its plain meaning is, ' the belief of the truth about 
Christ' ' Well,' says the apostle, ' we Jews, convinced that we 
are sinners, and that it is not by obedience to law that sinners 
are to be restored to the Divine favour, but by faith in the Mes- 
siah, by the belief of the truth respecting him and the way of 
salvation through him,— under these convictions " we have be- 
lieved hi Jesus Christ;" 1 we have credited the testimony of 
God concerning his Son, "that we might be justified" — i. e. 
in the hope that we shall he restored into (Sod's favour entirely 
" through the faith of Christ," and not at all by any obedience 
on our part to any law ; " for by the deeds of the law shall no 
flesh be justified/" 2 The reason here stated is plainly a most 
cogent one. Every Jew has broken the law under which he 
is placed. Every man lias broken the law under which he is 
placed ; and therefore law may— must— -condemn men, but it 
cannot justify them. This is a gloriously clear statement of the 
way of salvation, which, rightly understood, puts down at once 
all attempts to join anything with Christ's righteousness as the 
ground of justification, or with faith as the means of justification. 



parallel passages, Bom. iv. 13, ix. 32, fix the meaning; or rather, asFritsehe. 
in;;ci ionsly n.;:u;irki, tan /.;;; refers no! to the whole, of 1 1 u '.u'eceding clause, 
but only to its first part, — ' A man is not justified by the works of the law, — ■ 
a man is not justified tan fit}, but by the faith of Christ.' 

1 tls Xpurrhy 'Iqtrovv. "Idem est Helmets credere: Deo, credere in Deo, 
et credere in Deum: sic idem est credere Christo, credere in Christo, et 
credere in Christ. urn, credere scilicet ilium esse Christum, i. e,., Messnuu sulva- 
torcm et redeniptnrom mundi." — Ribeha. 

* These words are commonly supposed to he a quotation from memory of 
V'sal. esJvi. -. In the n-a'ii). honevei', it is not "Jb :■!>■' but " tirlnii pn-nuii." 
With Kopne, It may be doubted whether the apostle meant nny (potation, 
as !',!xni.i,jHii:rtriit is the only word that occurs both here and in the passage in 
the LXX. supposed to he referred .to. The particle ai does not refer to 
jia<ra, hut to 8utanoftj(TeTai. It is not, ' Not every man,' etc. ; but, ' J 1 ; very 
.man shall not he justified.' It is not as, " Not every man that saith, Lord, 
Lord," etc. It has often been said, that in such passages as l'-al. cxlio. 2. 
nan (mini's is put for -null <• ft : but we prefer I h'usius' mode of accounting for 
tlii. peculiarity. — '■ Negatio albeit verbum non particulam." 
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' This, then,' says the apostle, 'is what we Jewish converts have 
done — we have given up with everything but Christ as the 
ground of our justification, and everything hut faith as the 
means of it.' 

" But," proceeds the apostle, "if, while we seek to be justified 
Ijy Christ, we ourselves also arc. found sinners, is therefore Christ 
the minister of sin % God forbid." These words, viewed by them- 
selves, might signify, what I believe (hoy arc geuerallv thought to 
signify, ' If, while men :ire professing ro seek justification through 
Christ, they are found living in the neglect of duty, and com- 
mission of sin, is Christ to blame?' i.e. ' Christ is not to blame.' 
They are abusers of the grace of God. " Sinners" is by some con- 
sidered here, as in Horn. v. 8, as equivalent to ' guilty,' ' unjustified.' 
They consider the apostle as saying, ' If, while seeking justifica- 
tion by faith in Christ, we are yet found unjustified (which 
seems to he the fair conclusion from seeking, in obedience to the 
law, for some additional ground of justification), then Christ is 
the author, not of justification, but of condemnation.' This, 
however, would require another inference, — such as, ' Then 
Christ's expiation has been incomplete;' and it would not con- 
nect well with what follows. From its connection, it seems 
obvious that neither of these can be its meaning. The true 
sense seems to be this, — ' If, in seeking justification solely by 
Christ Jesus, without laying any stress on the works of the law, 
we are to be accounted sinners — offenders — if we are to bo viewed 
as acting improperly, " then Christ is the author of the sin" 1 — 
he has led us into the error and fault ; for this is the sum and 
substance of his doctrine, and, in embracing it, we are but fol- 
lowing him.' " God forbid," says the apostle, starling back 
from the revolting thought,— i. e. ' It is impossible that Christ 
can be the author cither of error or sin. In embracing the doc- 
trine of justification by faith, through the redemption that is in 
him, and in acting accordingly, we certainly follow him, and 
therefore as certainly we cannot be wrong. 2 



1 apa Xpiorbs nfinprint Bidtouos burner iiiidcrsi'-Jnd, not ;ls mi intei'mi^ion, 
but a conclusion ; and Spa used, as il scimctiiiii's id. ironietilly. — I'kk Vicliu.'s. 

1 Theodoret's exposition is excellent: " F.l itapafia crit t-uJJto vtv6)itoTiu, 
on Tor vopov KnraWriires iv Xpurra fi)To5/jfj( ftiisataSfjviu, r) atria lis avrov 
Xpurrbv xapyaar 
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' But to embrace this doctrine of Christ, and yet to do what is 
calculated to obscure it, to overthrow it, that is obviously self-in- 
consistency and impropriety, — that were to be sinners indeed.' 
This is the sentiment, contained in the 18th verse. " For if I build 
again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgres- 
sor." The reference here is plainly to the conduct of Peter ; but 
according to Paul's wisdom, he makes tlie statement in the way 
least fitted to hurt or to offend. 1 To pull down with one hand 
what we build up with the other, that is inconsistency ; and this 
is what Peter was doing, though not aware of it. He preached 
the doctrine of full and free salvation which he had defended in 
the council of Jerusalem ; but his present conduct was in its 
tendency quite opposed to these exertions. 

In conclusion, Paul declares that whatever others might be or 
do, he was a thorough, and he was determined to lie a consistent, 
Christian. " For J through the law am dead to the law, that I 
may live to God." s The expressed personal pronoun is emphatic, 
and its position strengthens the emphasis. 8 ' Whatever may be 
the case with others, this is Mr experience.' " I through the 
law am dead to the law." Some rendering the words, ' I through 
law am dead to law,' understand the assertion as equivalent to, 
' I through one law am dead to another law. I through the law 
of faith am completely released from obligation to the law of 
works;' in the same way as we say, 'man serves man,' or 
' hand washes hand.' Others understand the word in both cases 
in the same meaning, and in both cases consider it as referring 
to the law to which Paul, as a Jew, was originally subject.' 'I 
through means of the law convincing me of sin, and showing me 
the utter impossibility of justification by itself, have become 

1 Jaspis very well remarks, " Petrum innuit sed mitigandi vituperii causa 
prima persona loquitur." 

J Gal. ii. 19. " The fake apostles taught this doctrine, ; Except thou live 
to the law, thou art dead to God;' but i'aul sjiiib quile Ihe I'outrary, — ' I 
must die to the law, in order to live to God.' " — Luther. 

* 'Eyii, " As for me." 

* Wakefield considers 'Eyi> Sta v6pav as a phrase similar to rhu Eta ypap- 
(iaro!.— Rom. ii. 27. In that case it would just be equivalent to—' I, who 
was under the law, have become dead to it.' Bishop Middle ton ohjucts to 
this exegesis the want of the article; but there are other and stronger ob- 
jections. Camerarius gives the meaning very concisely : " Ipsius lein^ 
ministerio legi sum mortuus." 
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dead to the taw — have ceased to expect justification an:! salvation 
by obedience to its requisitions — "that I might live to God; " ' that, 
consecrated to God more effectually than I could be by obedience 
to the law, J might live a divine life — a life of reconciliation with 
God — conformity to God— fellowship with God.' This second 
interpretation is preferable to the first ; but still it is not satis- 
factory. It does not naturally introduce the thought that follows. 
I am persuaded that the apostle expresses here the same senti- 
ment with regard to himself as an individual which he states in 
reference to Christians in general, when he says, " Ye are become 
dead to the law by the body of Christ." 2 And how that is 
brought about, is described by him. 8 ' By the law having had its 
full course so as to be glorified in the obedience to death of 
Him in whom I am, I am completely delivered from the law. 
The law has no more to do with me, and I have no more to do 
with it in the matter of justification. And this freedom from 
law is at once necessary and effectual to my living a truly holy 
life — a life devoted to God.' What fellows is explanatory of this 
thought, which was ever present to the mind of the apostle, — ' I 
consider myself as identified with the Lord Jesus Christ.' " I 
am crucified with Christ." 1 I view myself as so connected with 
Christ, as that when he was crucified I was, as it were, 
crucified ; and I am as much interested in the effects of that 
crucifixion as if I had undergone it myself. He, in being 
crucified, endured the curse, and I in him endured it ; so that I 
am redeemed from the law and its curse, he having become a 
curse for me. " Nevertheless I live." 8 Christ died, and in him 



1 To "live to God," is' the same tiling as to live by Him a.ni\ for Him, as 
his servants and property, — no more their own, Ijein.s redeemed by blood, 
precious blood, the blood of Christ. "Phrasis fin tr tlhi denotat ud'Melum 
et deditum esse «.hcui rei. — Sit Deinosl, ad Pl/tUp. opuiJ Lilian, torn. iv. 
p. 258, <rv fjjr iv roir oirXats : et Cic. ad Fam. ix. 2(>, Vivas, iuquis, in 
Uteris! — an possem vivere, nisi in Uteris viverem ?" — Borger. 

a Rom. vii. 4. s Rom. vi. 1-11. 

* Gal. ii. 20. " In Cliristo totus sum. Usee sirairaa et medulla Christian- 
ismi." — Benoel. " Paul speaketh riot here of crucifying by imitation ; but 
lie speaketh of that hijrh cnuiifyin^, whereby sin, the devil, and death are 
crucified in Christ, and not in me. Christ Jesus doth all himself alone ; but 
I, believing in Christ, am hy faith crucified also with Christ." — Luther. 

5 " Paul hath his peculiar phrase or kind of speech, which is not after the 
manner of men, but divine and heavenly ; nor used of the evangelists or of 
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I Hied ; Christ revived, and in liim I revived. I am a dead man 
with regard to the law, but I am a living man in regard to 
Christ. The law has killed nie. and by doing so, it has set me free 
from itself. I have no more to do with the law. The life I 
have now, is not the life of a man under the law, but the life of 
a man delivered from the law; having died and risen again with 
Christ Jesus, Christ's righteousness justifies me, Christ's Spirit 
animates me. My relations to God are his relations. The In- 
fluences under which I live arc the inilnenees under winch lie 
lives. Christ's views are my views; Christ's feelings my feel- 
ings, lie is the soul of my soul, the life of my life. My state, 
my sentiments, my feelings, my conduct, are all Christian. 
" And the life which I now live 1 in the flesh 2 I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me." 
" The life I live in the flesh " is the life I live in this mortal body, 
this embodied state. The belief of the truth is the regulating 
principle of my conduct. It is as it were the soul of the 
new creature. I no longer think, or feel, or act like a Jew — or 
like a man born merely after the flesh. All my opinions, senti- 
ments, and habits, are subject to the truth about him " who 
loved me and gave himself for me ;" and I live devoted to him 
who died devoted for me.' 

The force of these last words plainly is,—' It is but right that 
it should be so. 3 It is but right that I should be entirely de- 
voted to him who devoted himself entirely for me.' It seems 
also to intimate, — ' It is the faith of this truth, that Jesus Christ 
so loved me as to give himself for me, that makes it impossible 
for me to budd again the things I have destroyed. The faith of 



the rest of tin; iiiionlle?, paving only of John, who is also wont si 
to speak. And if Paul had not used Ihisi phrase, ;sml set forth the same unto 
us in plain words, the very si'mts. l.hniiKWvt- durst not hiive used it. For it 
seemeth a very strange and monstrous manner of speaking thus to say, 'I 
live, I live not-,' 'I am dead, I am not dead;' 'I am a sinner, I am not a 
sinner;' ' I have the law, I have not the law;' which phrase is sweet and 
comfortable to all those that believe in Christ, For in that they behold 
themselves, they have both tlie law and sin ; but in that they look into 
Christ, they are dead to the law, and have no sin." — Luther. 
1 S St vvv ££>, equivalent to Kaff 5 Se vvv £«. 

1 eV aapkl is to be interpreted, not by Rom, viii. 8, but by Phil. i. 22, 
* " Christus se totum dedit mihi, ego me totum do, imo reddo Christo." — 
C. A Lapide. 



v Google 



98 EPISTLE TO THE OALATIANS. [CHAP. I. 11-ir. 21. 

the truth keeps me from seeking justification anywhere but in 
him, and from doing anything which could lead others to seek 
for justification anywhere hut from him." 

" I do not frustrate the grace of God." 2 "The grace of God" 
is plainly the grand manifestation of the free sovereign love of 
God in the way of salvation through the sacrifice of Christ and 
the faith of the gospel. To frustrate that, is to act in such a way 
as to lead to the inference, that this display was either unneces- 
sary or insufficient for its avowed purpose. Tliey wdio give their 
support in any way to the doctrine of justification by works, do 
thus frustrate the grace of God. "We despise grace when we 
observe the law with the expectation to be justified by it. The 

hit* I-; i'.«-l.l|.|' . ;iU'J [■r.-tit-il.t- ; but •! |.| lite ill ln>t. H^. rli-n, 

that, keepeth the law in order to be justified therein', rejecteth 
grace, denieth Christ, despiseth His sacrifice, and will not be 
saved by this inestimable price, but will satisfy for his own sins 
through the righteousness of the law, or deserve grace by his 
own righteousness. This man blasphemeth and despiseth the 
grace of God." s 

The last clause depends on an elliptical clause. " But who- 
soever wills to be justified by the law, he frustrates the grace of 
God." 1 Paul did not thus " frustrate the grace of God." To do 
this is, indeed, to frustrate, or represent as useless, this grace of 
God, " for if righteousness come by the law, then is Christ dead in 
vain." "Righteousness" 6 is here obviously equivalent to, 'justi- 

1 Theophylact's note ia excellent : " Xpurrds tart iraira ■notav iv vfiin Kai 
KparSm Kai &e<nrd£oi' : itnl ro p(v rjfUrtpov Si\nfj,a vevpoti sirri. To St tKftyav 
£fj Kai Kt>j3 f p*9 r h» M" flP&v-" 

1 Gal. ii. 21. s Luther. * aOeru 5e, mm* e'e wi/iou 8i\u SuauovtrSat. 

■■ iii.K'it'.}irLv7j. Even Archbishop Whately, who insists so strongly iluii. 
StKoioo-ui'ij is properly descriptive of disposition rather than relation — of charac- 
ter rather than state, is constrained to admit that it here " appears to he used 
in the sense of Sunu'wim." — /■-'ss'-'vs on the. Dangers to Christian F'.tillt. i- 4. 
If BtKaioo-uj"; be equivalent to oikoiWis liere, it will be difficult to give a 
sal. is Flu- lory reason why it should not he so interpreted when it occurs in the 
a jostle's writings, as it very often does, in the same connection. This; is hid™!, 
if I do not greatly mistake, [lie ordinary meaning of the word with the 
apostle ; and I know no one circumstance so well fitted !o dliuise light out 
portions of his ivs-irin^s. a!lu:nvise obscure, than the judicious application of 
this remark. Let the reader make the experiment with the following pas- 
sages:— Rom. i. 17; iii. 21, 22, 25-26; v. 17 ; ix. 30, 31 ; x. 3-10 ; 1 Cor. 
i. 30; 2 Cor. iii. 9; v. 21 ; Phil. iii. 9. The argument drawn by the Arch- 
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fication.' If men's works are sufficient for their justification, 
Christ's death was entirely needless. 1 If men's works are in any 
respect necessary for this purpose, Christ's death was so far in- 
sufficient for the purpose for which it was intended. In cither 
case " Christ has died in vain." 2 ' 

"This interesting paragraph, is one among many proofs," to use 
the words of the learned and ingenious Hallett, 3 " that we 
Gentiles are indebted inconceivably more to the Apostle Paul 
than we are to any man that ever lived in the world. He was 
the apostle of the Gentiles, and gloried in that character. While 
Peter went too far toward betraying our privileges, our Apostle 
Paul stood up with a courage and zeal becoming himself. For 
us in particular, as for the Gentiles in general, our invaluable 
friend laboured more abundantly than all the apostles. For ws 
he suffered. He was persecuted for this very reason, because he 
laboured to turn us from darkness to light, and to give to ue 
the knowledge of salvation upon our repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. How dear, then, should his 
memory ever be to us ! While it would be intolerably weak," 
as wel! as inexcusably wrong, " in us to worship him, we should 
always think and speak of him with the highest veneration and 
respect,— remembering the strong reason, the elevated under- 
standing, the accurate discernment, the consummate knowledge, 
the fine address, tbo affectionate zeal, the unshaken fidelity, the 
undaunted courage, the firmest patience, the incomparable writ- 
ings, the unwearied labours, and the uncommon sufferings of 
this truly Christian hero; whose character, after he became a 
Christian, Is the most uniform and finished, the most unspotted 
and amiable, of all the characters of mere man that ever adorned 
the world." But we shall make it evident that we have very 



bishop, in common with Alexander Knox, from the ordinary force of nouns 
in oounj, will not have nuii.'!) force in opposition to wlml even tiiey admit — that 
this is a rule which, at least in one instance, the apostle disregards. 

1 According to the younger Tittmann, a ripe scholar and acute interpreter, 
this is the only proper meaning of hapaiv. " fiuipf av airfSave non eat frustra, 
temerc, sine effectu, Red sine junta causa. Xam si Smrov »o>ou Suuaiwoiw}. 
nulla erat causa moriendi." — -De Synmu/m. p. 161. 

2 " Sapcav. Non tautum sine effectu seil sine causa."— E. SceMm. " Ei 
yiip aniSaviv i, Xpiaros, eSBijW !n Sia ro pi) la^ieir rbv vojiov ij/ios 8«aio0i>- 
f i a 6 v6)ios btKatoi, ■ncptrros A Tou XpioToG Savants." — OlinTSOSTOM. 

3 Notes and Observations, vol. i. p. 382. 
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imperfectly imbibed bis principles, if we rest in the admiration of 
him as an individual, and do not clearly perceive and plainly 
acknowledge that it was not he, but the grace of Christ in him, 
that made him the great and good man he became ; that by the 
grace of God he was what be was; and imitating the churches 
of Judea, " glorify God in him." For " all things " in the new 
creation " are of God ; to whom, through Christ Jesus, be glory 
for ever. Amen." 



■:;■ GOOglC 



PART IV. 

THE APOSTLE'S DEFENCE OF HIS DOCTRINE. 



Galatians in. l-iv. 1-7.—" O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently sel l'orlli, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, 
Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? 
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by 
the flesh ? Have ye suffered so many things in vain ? if it be yet in vain. 
He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? Even 
as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righieoi.sne-s. 
Know ye therefore, that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee 
shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with 
faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse : for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is 
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live 
by faith. And the law is not of faith : hut, The man that doeth them shall 
live in them. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us : for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree: that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
.Testis Christ ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
Brethren, I speak after the manner of men ; though it be but a man's 
covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulled, or addeth thereto. 
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And 
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. And 
this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the 
law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it 
should make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, 
it is no more of promise : hut God gave it to Abraham by promise. Where- 
fore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made ; and it was ordained by- 
angels in the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one ; 
but God is one. Is the law then against the promises of God ? God forbid .: 
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for if there had teen a law given which could have given life, verily riglite- 
miriness should have been by the ];nv. But the scripture hath concluded all 
under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe. But before faith eame, we were kept under the law, shut up 
unto (lie faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was 
our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
But after that faith is come, we are no longer uuder a schoolmaster. For ye 
are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There ia neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female : 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye he Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now 1 say, That the 
heir, as long as he is a diihl. dil'ri.reth nothing from a servant, though lie bij 
lord of all; but is under tutors and governors, until the time appointed of the 
father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world : But when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a 
son ; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ." 

SECT. I. — INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

In an epistolary composition, it is not reasonable to expect the 
same strictness of method as in a regular treatise. Yet, even in 
the letters of. a man of well-informed and well-disciplined mind, 
the materials will be disposed in the order best fitted for gaining 
the object he has in view. There will be much method, though 
there may be little display of it. 

This is precisely the character of the letters of the Apostle Paid; 
and they equally mistake who represent them as regular logical 
discussions of certain theological principles, and who view them 
as a collection of cursory unconnected hints. In all his epistles 
he has some one leading object in view, of which he never for a 
moment loses sight. Whatever he brings forward has a tendency 
more or less direct towards the attainment of this object ; but in 
making his particular statements and reasonings bearing on his 
grand purpose, he adopts a method more analogous to the course 
which thought naturally takes in a free, unreserved conversation, 
than to the artificial form which it assumes in continuous spoken 
or written discourse. 

These general remarks are applicable to that particular epistle, 
in the interpretation of which we are at present engaged. The 



v Google 



P. IV. § 1.] INTRODUCTORY KEMAKKS. 103 

leading purpose of the apostle in this epistle is, to point out to 
the Galatian Christians the falsehood and danger of the principle 
which some Judaising teachers had been attempting, with but 
too much success, to impose on them, " that the observance of 
the Mosaic law was equally necessary with faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah to secure for them the Divine favour and everlasting 
happiness," and to recall them to, and establish them in, the great 
fundamental truths of the gospel which he had taught them, 
1 that Jesus Christ was the only and all-sufficient Saviour ; that 
his vicarious obedience, sufferings, and death, were the sole ground 
of the sinner's justification ; and that faith, or believing the 
gospel, was the sole means of the sinner's justification.' Instead 
of entering directly into the argument, he first vindicates his own 
integrity as a man, and his authority as an apostle, both of wliich 
had' been questioned or denied by the Judaising teachers ; and 
after having most satisfactorily shown, in a narrative of some of 
the leading incidents of his past life, that he was no time-server 
—no man-pleaser— that his doctrine on the point in question 
had always been uniform and consistent— and that his knowledge 
of the principles of Christianity, and his authority to teach it, had 
been derived from no human source, through no human medium, 
but were obtained directly from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ— that his character as an independent inspired 
teacher of Christianity had been acknowledged by the most dis- 
tinguished of the apostles— and that, in his conduct in reference 
to one of the chief of them, he had at onee shown the strength 
and consistency of his attachment to those doctrines which the 
Judaising teachers were endeavouring to overthrow, and asserted 
his independent authority as an apostle of Christ— he proceeds, 
in the passage which now lies before us for explication, to expose 
the falsehood of the dogmas of the Judaising teachers, and to 
confirm the doctrine which he had originally taught respecting 
the true ground and means of a sinners justification before 
God. 

The manner in which the apostle makes this transition is 
beautifully natural. In the course of his apologetical narra- 
tion, he has occasion to recite the address which he made to 
Peter at Antioch, when, by his conduct, that apostle seemed to 
give countenance to the opinion that the observance of the 
Mosaic law was, even under the Christian dispensation, a matter 
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of importance, in which he places in a very strong point of view 
the grand peculiarities of the gospel scheme, the fulness and the 
freeness of the Christian salvation, the absolute completeness of 
the Christum scheme, and the abundant provision which it makes at 
once for the holiness and the happiness of all who sincerely embrace 
it, while the undivided glory of the whole deliverance is secured 
to the free sovereign benignity of the Divine Being, manifested in 
a consistency with his righteousness through the mediation of 
his Son ; and expresses, in very glowing terms, his own thorough 
satisfaction with, his unbounded admiration of, and exultation in, 
Christ and Christianity. The contrast between this true gospel, 
so simple, so complete, so full of glory to God and advantage fo 
mankind, and that system of inconsistency and error, those " beg- 
garly elements," as he phrases it, which the Judaising teachers 
were endeavouring, and endeavouring with but too much success. 
to induce the Galatians to receive in its room, strongly struck his 
mind; and, in the words that follow, he gives utterance to a 
mingled feeling of astonishment, displeasure, and sorrow. 

SECT. II. THE APOSTLE'S ASTONISHMENT, DISPLEA8URE, AND 

SORROW, AT THE CHANGE IN THE SENTIMENTS OP THE 
GALATIANS. 

" O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you?" 1 These words are 
obviously expressive of deep and powerful emotion, profound 
sorrow, strongdispleasure; but the degree of feeling will not 
appear excessive when we have attended to the circumstances 
which called it forth. The Galatians had enjoyed very peculiar 
advantages in the clear and ample statements made to them, by 
the apostle, of evangelical truth. " Jesus Christ had been evi- 
dently set forth before their eyes crucified among them." The 
collocation of these words in our version obscures their meaning. 
It becomes obvious by a very slight change. "Jesus Christ 
crucified had been evidently set forth before their eyes among 
them," 

" Christ crucified," and " the cross of Christ," are phrases which, 
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in Paul's epistles, are expressive of the whole doctrine of the 

ii;i js] icl respecting the wnv of salvation through the sufferings and 
death of Christ. This is plainly the meaning in such phrases as 
"We preach Christ crucified." 1 — "I am determined to know 
nothing among you, save Christ and him crucified." 2 — "God 
forbid that 1 should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus." 3 
When the apostle says, then, that ; ' Christ crucified had been set 
forth among them," he means, that they had been taught that 
Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, had submitted to die, 
and to die on a cross, as the victim of human transgressions : 
that he had been "delivered for our offences;"* that he had 
"offered himself" 6 a sacrifice for our sins; that his snilerings 
and death had completely answered their purpose; that "his 
blood cleanseth from all sin;"* that no human being can be 
saved hut through tin? eilicacy of that sacrifice which lie offered: 
and that every believing sinner, whether Jew or Gentile, shall, 
through the power of this bloody atonement, assuredly escape 
everlasting destruction, and obtain everlasting salvation; in one 
word, that what He did and suffered is at once the sole and the 
sufficient procuring cause of salvation to every one that be- 
lie veth. 

The apostle states, not merely that " Christ crucified had been 
set forth among them," 7 bat "set forth evidently before their 
eyes." 8 These words seem to refer to the remarkable distinct- 
ness with which the doctrine of Christ crucified had been set 
forth among them. 9 It is not impossible that there may be 
here an allusion to the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, in which 
the death of Christ is " showed forth "—in which, by the 
significant emblems of bread and wine — broken bread' and 

1 1 Cor. i. 23. ' 1 Cor. ii. 2. s Gal. vi. 14. 

* Rom. iv. 25. * Heb. ix. 14. " 1 John i. 7. 

* iv bjiiv. There can he no reasonable doubt that in is here " among." 
It is a strange exposition given by Ambrose, Luther, Brentz, and, ivliai Ik 
remarkable, by Storr, cvm: rally so ji.n'.ioions: " Christ bus been trueified isi 
you— is dead, and dwells no more in you." 

8 " npoypdipciv, ill the classic v.r'tcr.-, mentis 'to pm mill gate by wril.i:i:r.' as 
an edict written; ami made plain on a tablet., so that : be nho runsmav read it..' 
In later writers it is used of painters, equivalent to ' portray.' kut u</i&jV<«'^ 
is equivalent to irpo o^daXjiup." — Aeriiscit. Nuttr hi Avktarchmn, jj-itl. 



sentential v 



tine at."— Wines. 



v Google 



106 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [CHAP. III. 1,-IV. 7. 

poured-out wine — broken bread eaten, and poured-out wine 
drunk, arc presented to the mind through the medium of the 
senses, these truths, 'that Jesus Christ, Cod's incarnate Son, 
su tiered and died in our nature, in our room, and for our salva- 
tion, and that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life.' 1 

These doctrines, then, had been, clearly stated to the Galatians, 
and accompanied with the most satisfactory evidence. They had 
professed to receive them, and to rest the interests of their eternity 
on them — to repose with undivided and undoubting confidence 
on the crucified Jesus as the only and the all-sufficient Saviour. 
But in embracing the doctrines of the Judaising teachers, they 
materially relinquished these doctrines, and showed that they did 
not " obey the truth."^ 

" The truth" is here obviously what the apostle elsewhere calls 
" the truth as it is in Jesus," — ' the truth respecting the way of 
salvation through his mediation." "To obey the truth" has 
often been considered as equivalent to faith. I rather think it 
refers to that complete transformation of character which results 
from the truth when it is allowed to exert its full influence over 
the mind. To obey the truth is just to think, and to feel, and to 
act, like a person who understands and believes the truth. 

Now, the Galatians were not doing this. Had they obeyed 
the truth they would have looked to Jesus, and to Jesus only, for 
salvation ; they would have seen that there was no necessity, and 
no possibility, of adding anything to what he had finished on 
the cross as the ground of acceptance. They would have seen 
and felt that there is no need of conjoining anything with faith 
in him as the means of obtaining an interest in the blessings of 
his salvation. Trusting hi him, and in him alone, tor sn'ivntion, 
they would have cheerfully devoted themselves to his service in 
all the spiritual and rational duties of bis religion, constrained by 
his love to live to him who died for them. Instead of this, they 
were seeking some other ground of confidence — some other 
method of salvation. As if his atonement had been either unne- 
y or insufficient, they were endeavouring, in their circum- 



1 Vide "Hints on the Lord's Supper. ;md Thoughts for the Lord's Table." 
3 The genuineness of the words, tjj aktjScta fj.ij miBsoBai, has been called 
in question on strong grounds, and decided against, hy all the great critical 
editors. The gloss, however, merely brings out the aiios'.Vs idea. 
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cision and legal observances, to find something else on which 
they might rest their hopes of acceptance with God. 

Now,to a person whose views of Christianity accord in any j;ood 
degree with those of the apostle Paul, it will not appear strange 
that the apostle should pronounce the persons who acted such a 
part emphatically " fools." l 

The Galatians were proverbisdly stupid, as the Galileans were; 3 
but there is no reason to think that the apostle has any allusion 
to this. 3 The apostle, in astonishment, displeasure, and sorrow, 
asks them, who had " bewitched " them that they should have 
acted so unreasonable a part *? What could be more foolish 
than to take up with a human invention instead of a Divine 
appointment — to exchange the immoveable rock of the Re- 
deemer's all-perfect atonement for the broken reed of imperfect, 
uncommanded, human services — to part with that peace of God 
wldeh passeth all understanding, wdiieh arises from a belief 
of the truth, for a false confidence constantly liable to be dis- 
turbed with doubts and fears, and certain ultimately to issue 
in disappointment and ruin ? This surely was to leave " the 
fountain of living waters," and to take up with " cisterns which 
can hold no water." 1 

Well might the apostle ask, "Who hath bewitched you?"" 

1 'Awt/toi, ' fools,'— stupid, infatuated, dementis. 

3 Callimachus, DeJ J84. K[ji:aks of (hum sis urjtpov G>0W. 

3 Some interpreters have strangely supposed that the apostle here, and 
chap. i. 6, meant a kind of irapai'O/wun'a on the name GaUtlw ; — Ktmifi 
tradng ifs etymology to the II throw ivonl -'-;, 'to migrate — to remove from 
one place to another;' and others to Vsi, 'to roll ;* and others to the Greek, 
y.-IAfi, '■ milk.' as if they were hut sucklings. This is the absolute wantomn.'ss 
of learned trifling. Luther's observation is amusing: " Quidam puUut nos 
Oi/niiii.inj^ urkuulos is^e i-.\ (lakti- ; ni.'q'.ie ran a est forsan ea divinuiio. n<i:i 
enim valde dissimili ingenio sumus Germani et cogor etiam in nostris aliquid 
requirere graviiati- ft (.'''iiistiUitiic. In omnibus enim rebus sub initia prima 
Talde calemus, nt ubi deflagravit is ardor primorum affectiram moi sumus 



1 Jer. ii. 13. 

1 ftaaKaivuv, ' to enchant, to fascinate, to delude by magical charms,' — 
rather an uneornmun nurd, !i,-<i£ Ary. in the Xeiv Testament. It may amuse 
to noliee the Irvfuai of the word. Some grammarian-; have strangely 
thought it derived from <jiae<ri Ktu'cnv, 'to kill with the eyes.' Its true 

.■t.ymi>*o;;y obviously is, ,B< I. i;, ti.wxi.i, ;b'.-.'rrjti!r,>, i'luritrif™- (Bncricio) equivalent 
to <j>dtTno>, 'to say, to speak,' comes, in the form .-Jier™'™, l.o -i^iuiy 
«,:.i. A.-, ye\i\ '■ to cnliin;n;i> to.' then ' to deceive,' then ' to deceive by magical 
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There is a peculiar beauty and appropriateness in the phrase. 
' Jesus Christ has been " plainly set bef'nve you crucified." You 
saw Mm, and said you were looking to him as " the Lamb of 
God" — the only, the all-sufficient sacrifice — bearing— bearing 
away the sin of the world. How have ye lost sight of him 1 — 
for ye must have lost sight of him, else you never could have 
been expecting to be justified by the law of Moses, How have 
you been fascinated ? How is it that ye have mistaken delusion 
for truth — truth for delusion— shadows for realities— rea lilies for 
shadows.' The apostle refers here to the opinion generally enter- 
tained in his time of the power of charms or incantations in 
leading persons into error and folly ; but he is not to be considered 
■as sanctioning tiiese opinions. 1 It is as if he had said, ' Your con- 
duct is so foolish that it looks like infatuation. You seem fascinated. 
Surely it has not been argument, but something like enchantment 
that lias led you to adopt the views of your new teachers. 1 

There seems to be something emphatic in the question, " Who 1 
hatli bewitched you V It seems the apostle's wish to turn their 
attention to the attainments and character of the men who had 
seduced them. ' Who are they who have had such an influence 
over you ? Have they the gifts of apostles % Are they dis- 
tinguished for their wisdom, worth, and piety?' 

The conduct of the Galatians is by no means singular. There 
are multitudes who, like them, enjoy a clear dispensation of the 
gospel, who " do not obey the truth ;" who, though " the 
righteousness of God" — the Divine way of justification — is 
plainly pointed out to them, go about to establish " their own 
righteousness"— a way of justification of their own. Such con- 
duct is extremely foolish, and, if persisted in, will be fatal. 

The apostle's mode of expression shows that ministers are 
warranted, in peculiar circumstances, to use very strong lan- 
guage — to express their amazement, their displeasure, and their 



arts.' Ilyperhis Urns e-tpkins it : " .Fasdr.iire in-opric (iiciint ur, qui sic ini- 
ponunt humanis sensibus et pneci]>ue oculis, ut alia forma res appareant, 
quam re vera se habeant." A tlioruu;;Ii discussion ns to the meaning of the 
word is to be found in " YV'iiilJeri Anim ad versions, I'liilul. el Critic." sxxii, 
pp. 401-442. 

1 "Usus sit," as Jerome very well says, " semifine Irivio et. ut in ceteris, 
ita in hoc quoque loco vcrbum quofidiai);e -i.Tituxitiiiliiniis a s s,ump sent. F.x 

opinione vulgi sumptum putanms exemplum." ■ rtc 
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sorrow. This is no way inconsistent with the' most tender 
affection. It is the same apostle who says, " foolish Gala- 
tians I" who says to the same individuals, " My little children, 
for whom I travail again in birth till Clirist be formed in you." 

SECT. III. — ARGUMENT FROM THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE. 

In illustrating the folly of the Galatians, the apostle brings 
forward a very strong proof of the falsehood of the new principles 
they had adopted, and the truth of the doctrines which the 
apostle had taught them. " This only would I learn of you, 
Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hear- 
ing of faith?" ' The force of these introductory words is, — 'An 
answer to this question will go far to settle the whole contro- 
versy.' The argument necessarily involved in the only answer 
that could be given to it was, in the absence of all other argu- 
ments, sufficient to determine the point in question. By " re- 
ceiving the Spirit" many understand exclusively the receiving 
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit— such as prophecy, speak- 
ing with tongues, the power of working miracles, etc. I have 
no doubt these are included, for in all the primitive churches 
which enjoyed the ministry of the apostles, these gifts seem in 
some measure to have been bestowed. But I do not think that 
we are so to confine the meaning of the phrase, as to exclude 
the ordinary saving influences of the Holy Spirit— such as love, 
peace, and joy. ' Tell me,' as if the apostle had said, ' what 
was the origin of these miraculous gifts which many of you pos- 
sess, — what the origin of that inward peace, that love of God, 
and of one another, — that joyful expectation of immortal glory, 
by which many of you were once distinguished V 

Did you receive this " by," or through, " the works of the 
law"? 2 —)'. e- i \y as it by means of obedience to the Mosaic in- 
stitution that you obtained these blessings?' No; the most of 
the Galntian believers were strangers to the Mosaic institution 
till after they had obtained these blessings ; and such of them 
as were Jews previously to their becoming Christians knew very 
well that, while they continued Jews, they continued unac- 
quainted with them. Or, did ye " receive the Spirit by the 

' Gal. iii. 2. ' *£ W°>" v6p«o. 
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hearing of faith'"? " The hearing of faith" is a phrase which 
admits of being variously interpreted. The word rendered 
" hearing nl may signify either the act of hearing, or the thing 
heard; and the word " faith" 2 may signify either the act of 
believing, or the thing believed. As "hearing" is obviously 
contrasted with " working," and "faith" with the "law," I ap- 
prehend that " the hearing of faith " is just equivalent to the 
reception of the gospel — hearing being often, in the New Tes- 
tament, equivalent to attending to and believing ; — as, " This is 
my beloved Son, hear ye him." 3 " To-day, if ye will hear his 
voice." 4 The question, then, is—' Did ye receive the Spirit on 
your receiving the gospel % ' and the answer must be in the affir- 
mative. It was on the profession of faith that the miraculous 
gifts were given ; and all the saving fruits of the Spirit naturally 
grew out of the belief of the truth. ' If, by the belief of the 
gospel, and not by obedience to the law, yo obtained such im- 
portant privileges, is it not extremely foolish in you to give up 
with the truth of the gospel for Mosaic observances 1 and is not 
the Spirit, the seal of God, attached to those doctrines which 
you are so strangely and causelessly abandoning V 

Tile apostle presses this consideration home in the next verse : 
" Are ye so foolish ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
made perfect 5 by the flesh ?" " The general force of the question 
is this,—' Is there not gross incongruity and absurdity in your 
conduct 1 To begin with what is imperfect, and to go forward 
to what is perfect, is the natural and proper order of things ; but 
you are reversing it. You have begun, 1 as Christians, " in the 
Spirit;" yon have adopted the pure, spiritual religion of Jesus 
Christ — a religion to which the Holy Spirit has given, even in 
your case, the most distinct evidences of his approbation, — and 
" are ye now made perfect"—;, e. are you seeking to be made 

1 anorj. 2 rvnv. 3 Malth. xvii. 5. * Psal. xcv. 7. 

* fTriTtXeiirBe seems in med. voc. ="Are you now perfect ing yourselves ?" 
or, " Are you now going to perfect yourselves ':" 

* Gal. iii. 3. Among the Jews, mi, 'spirit,' was expressive of what was 
powerful and excellent; 132, 'flesh,' of what is weak and worthless. .Middle- 
ton (Doct. of Or. Art.) remarks, that mxv^art and trapKt are here used 
adverbially, for irvtvpanKw and trapKiic&s. trap% and ires vp.a are put together 
in the same way that ypap.p.a and Kviupa arc, Rom. ii. 29. 

1 " iv,i(, X eo-6ai and ciriTc\ih arc opposed to each other in Ihe same wjiv 
Phil. i. 8."— Olshatfsen. 
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perfect, by adopting what, in its very best state, was compara- 
tively a carnal, mo.tarii.il. form of religion, mid which, in present 
circumstances, lias no claim of any kind on your adoption 1 ? The 
religion you at first adopted was a religion which, from its per- 
fection, renders any addition utterly useless. You may — you 
must — debase it, but you cannot possibly improve it, by any 
supplement. Your progress is not improvement, it is degeneracy. 
It is not the child becoming the man, but the man becoming the 
child. To pass from Judaism to Christianity is— having begun 
in the flesh — to be perfected by the Spirit. For the Jew to be- 
come a Christian, was lor the child to become a man — a natural, 
desirable course. For the Christian to become a Jew, is for the 
man voluntarily to sink into a second childhood — a most un- 
natural and undesirable course. They, in receiving the gospel, 
began with what was spiritual — knowledge, faith, holiness, hope, 
joy ; in submitting to the law, they end in " meats, and drinks, 
and divers washings."' 1 

The apostle still farther illustrates the lolly of their conduct 
in the 4th verse : " Have ye suffered so many things in Vain 1 
if it be yet in vain." 2 The ordinary mode of interpreting this 
verse, which it is plain from their version our translators adopted, 
goes on the supposition that the Galatians, on embracing the 
gospel as taught them by Paul, had been exposed to severe per- 
secution, and that that persecution had proceeded from the Jews 
either directly or indirectly. We have no account of such per- 
seeutions, though it is by no means improbable they did take 
place in Galatia, as we know they did in many other places ; and 



1 It is well paraphrased by Bauer (I'kt.tar. I'ovJ.hw. vol. ii. p. 70), "Id- 
cqin-iiiK Spiritu— mente, intelligent: a, voluutale.judiriis tt stuiUis. itioribus 
aniiiiL, cllii-iriitia Sati'jU >Spiriii"is i'l cvutigclii, — persequi et absolven? villus 
I'iinio, V.-sv. rilibu- L-xt-crois -- Mquo a vobis ri.t'tc, vi.tc. -.apii/ntcr, decore, salu- 
lirili'j-. u;i(,i;, fieri creditis?" "Even bad jour outset been carnal, y.-nu- a<L varus 
should have been spiritual; but now, after starting from things spiritual, ye 
have ended your journey in carnal. To work miracles is spiritual, but cir- 
cumcision is carnal ; and ye have passed from miracles to dreumcUim!. frmn 
apprehension of truth ye have fallen back to types, from gazing on the suu 
ye seek a candle, from strong meat ye run for milk.'"'— Chkysustom. Con- 
sistency is a great matter. Horace's rule is of very extensive application:— 
" Servetur ad imam 
Qualie ab incepto processerit, et sibl constet." — De Arl. Pot!, v. 125, V'.ii. 
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in no country or age can a consistent Christian profession be 
made without sacrifice and suffering. What the apostle says. 
chap. v. 11, and vi. 12, gives plausibility to this supposition. In 
this case, the apostle's argument is this, — ' For your attachment 
to the truth of the gospel you willingly submitted to much perse- 
cution ; and arc you willing that all this suffering should he lost 1 
Are you ready to acknowledge Yourselves fools in submitting to 
it ? For he assured it is all lost if you go into the d 
these new teachers, which involve in them a virtual i 
tion of the gospel.' 

He adds, " If it be yet in vain." He is unwilling to think 
that, after all, they would abandon the truth. They had not yet 
fairly shifted their ground. He intimates to them that, if they 
stood firm, their afflictions would be amply compensated. In 
this case they would find that, " if they suffered with Christ, 
they would also reign with him;" but if they renounced the 
truth, their past suffering would serve no good purpose. " How 
skilfully, bow gently, yet how soundly, does he probe the dan- 
gerous wound 1" 

It deserves, however, anil perhaps requires, to be remarked, 
that the words admit another rendering. The word " suffered," 
in the original, is used generally of what a man experiences, 
whether of a pleasant or painful kind. 1 And the idea the apostle 
meant to convey may be,—' Have ye experienced so many 
things in vain ? if it yet be in vain ' — i. e. ' Have ye seen so 
many miracles — have you enjoyed, in such variety and abun- 
dance, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, all attesting the truth of the 
gospel, — have you experienced all these in vain ? and if you in- 
deed adopt these opinions respecting the necessity of circum- 
cision, and other Mosaic observances, ye have experienced them 
in vain.' This view of the passage has the recommendation of 
giving unity to the whole paragraph. 

In the 5th verse, the apostle puts what, is materially the same 
argument in a somewhat different form : " He therefore that 

1 " jiwx*i<' says Kypke, "est vocabulum pfoon ct generatim notat re 
aliqua adfici sive mala sive bona: imo haud raro signified l beueficiis adfici 
etiitmsi voculae el, ayaOAv, ant simiks nraiadjieiwLtur.-" There is an instance 
of this use of the word in the New Testament, but it is not uncommon in the 
classics.— See Bos. Ellipses, p. 491, Glasg. 1813; and Hombergk Parerga, 
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mmistereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, 1 
doeth lie it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith i " 
The language is elliptical. When the ellipsis is filled up it runs, — 
' He then that mmistereth to you the Spirit, doth he minister it 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? He that 
worketh miracles among you, doth he work miracles by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?' The point on 
which the right interpretation of this verse hinges, is the ascer- 
taining of the person whom the apostle here describes as " he 
that ministered to them the Spirit, and wrought miracles among 
them." 2 The appellation has very generally been referred to 
God. In that case, the phrases, " by the works of the law," and 
" by the hearing of faith," must be referred to the Clalntiaus, 
am! the force of the interrogation be, ' When God gave you the 
Spirit, and wrought miracles among you— or in you, or by you — 
was it in consequence of your yielding obedience to the Mosaic 
law, or in consequence of your receiving the gospel V And the 
meaning is precisely the same as in the 2d verse. 

It not only prevents tautology, but seems to give a more 
natural meaning to the words— to understand " him that minis- 
tereth the Spirit, and worketh miracles " — of the apostle. The 
Holy Spirit, in his miraculous influences, was given by the 
" laying on of Paul's hands ;" and, in his saving influences, was 
communicated through the instrumentality of Paul's preaching. 
And no doubt, among them as well as among the Corinthians. 
were " the signs of an apostle " a distinctly exliibited— " the seal 
of apoBtlosIiip"' 1 plainly allixed. The ministry of the gospel is 
expressly termed "the ministration of the Spirit," 6 as well as the 
" ministration of righteousness " — that is, of justification, — the 

1 The appeals to those to whom the apostolic epistles were written as 
to miracles of which they had been the witnesses and the subjects, are utterly 
uiiiimnmliiUli? hut on the supposition that such miracles had indeed been 
wrought. If it had been otherwise, such appeals would have been, as Baxter 

says, " (lie likeliest way to turn them from Christianity with scorn," the 

attempt to make that proof which was known by them to be false. 

s tmxopiytiv, a scenic word, borrowed from the theatre, ' to lead, instruct, 
furnish out a chorus for a public entertainment;' and hence generally 'to 
furnish, give.'- 2 Cor. ix. 10; xopiyew, 1 Pet. iv. 11; ^optr/la, Eph. 

8 to crij/isia tov diroorokov. — 2 Cor. xii. 12. 

* <n$pay\$ rijr dirocrroXijr. — 1 Cor. ix. 2. " 2 Cor. iii. 8, 
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ministry by which both justification ami sanetification arc con- 
ferred on believers. " What a solemn thing is the work of the 
ministry! The gospel is ' the ministration of the Spirit;' and 
the business of them who preach it is to minister or convey the 
Spirit — the Spirit of God and Ins blessed Son. If this be not 
done, nothing is done at all ; and ' who is sufficient for these 
things?'" 1 

In this case the force of the apostle's question is, ' Was the 
person by whose instrumentality ye received the Holy Ghost, 
and who confirmed his doctrine among you by miracles, an up- 
holder of the Mosaic law ? or was he a preacher of the simple 
gospel V and it is in some good degree a new argument. 'Not 
only was the Spirit conferred on you as believers not as workers, 
but he who was the instrument in conveying this blessing to you 
was no teacher of Judaism, but an explicit preacher of " the 
truth as it is in Jesus." ' Besides, the (juestion naturally enough 
■suggested another, the answer to which was quite decisive on the 
point. ' Have any of those who are of " the works of the law " 
and not of " the hearing of faith," have any of them " ministered 
to you the Spirit, or wrought miracles among you?"' A 
very strong proof of the reality of the miracles wrought in the 
primitive ages arises from these fearless appeals to them in the 
apostolic writings. It is a just and important remark of Mr 
Baxter, that "it was a great display of Divine wisdom to suffer 
such contentions to arise thus early in the church, as should 
make it necessary for the apostle to appeal to the miracles 
wrought before and upon those who were afterwards in some 
degree alienated from them, that future ages might be convinced 
by the certainty of these miracles as matters of fact beyond all 
possibility of contradiction." 2 

SECT. IV. — AKGUMENT FROM THE HISTORY OF THE JUSTIFICA- 
TION OF ABRAHAM. 

In the passage which follows, the apostle brings forward an- 
other argument, borrowed from the history of Abraham, the 
object of almost religious regard to his descendants. There could 
be no doubt that Abraham was a justified person, the object of 

1 Riecaltoun. * Baxter's Frae. Works, vol. ii. p. 118, fbl. 
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tde peculiar Divine regard, "the friend of God." 1 He sorely 
was in possession of all that is necessary to justification. Now, 
if it appeared that Abraham was justified, not by his circum- 
cision, but by his faith; if it was not Abraham the circumcised, 
but Abraham the believer, that was justified— that single fact 
would go far to settle the point that circumcision was not neces- 

■ 'I ■ i- ■ nl t \'--r |ii*liti- iilk-U. Tin' H til" 

argument the apostle states in the 6th verse, and is, indeed, the 
same which ho urges with so much effect in the beginning of tin. 1 
fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. The Judaising 
teachers said, ' Ye cannot be the children of Abraham, the heirs 
of his blessings, except ye he circumcised.' The aposlle says, 
4 Ye are the children of Abraham, and the heirs of his blessings, 
if ye be believers.' 

" Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which are 
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham." s These 
verses may cither be considered as forming one sentence or two 
separate ones. In the first case, the construction is, ' Since 
Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righte- 
ousness, ye see that they who are of faith are the children of 
Abraham.' In the second case, the 6th verse must be considered 
as elliptical, and the ellipsis must be thus filled up, ' Your re- 
ceiving tokens of the Divine favour in consequence of your faith, 
and not of your obedience to the law, is no departure from God's 
ordinary mode of procedure. It was so from the beginning. 
The scripture account of Abraham's justification exactly corres- 
ponds with your experience. " Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for righteousness." ' 

This is a quotation from Genesis xv. 6, — "And he believed in 
the Lord ; and he accounted it to him for righteousness." The 
phrases, " Abraham believed God," 3 and " Abraham believed in 
God," 4 are precisely synonymous, the latter being merely a 
Hebraism.' The common doctrine on this subject— that they 

1 lea. sli. 8. 

3 Gal. iii. G, 7. " 'ES«i*inra ti Ka't 8n roS tfd^ou npeo-pmipa t) iriarts, 
tiye irpo tov vopov top 'A/3paufi niiijj sSnaiWt." — TuEOPHYLAOT. 

5 Drusius has set this in a very s;it:-f';iri.or\ point of view: " Non assentior 
Lis qui volimt aliud esse Deo credere et in Detim, vel ob hoc quoii Ebnei, 
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express different ideas, the former simple belief, the latter belief 
and such emotions as accompany or rise out of it — seems to have 
ovigiMiitod with Augustine, who certainly was not overburdened 
with Hebrew or Greek learning. The declaration, " Abraham 
believed God," is just equivalent to, 'Abraham counted true 
what God said to him, because God said it.' 1 



quorum phrasis oat, qua? alias migrat leges Latini sernionis hoc di scrim en 
non agnoscunt : dicunt enim credere Deo et in Deum indifferenter et pro 
eodem. lllud quoque vanum est, quod tamen primi nomims Theologi 
kiii iota runt, non recte did credo in. hommifms pro illo credo howb,ibin<. 
Ktiiiiim aaci-ii. scriiilii. frequent it ita loquuntur, ut Exod. xiv. 31, ' Credi- 
derunt in Deum et in Mosen servum ejus;' et Job. xv. 15, 'Ecce in sanctos 
suos non credet;' et 1 Sam. xxvii. 12, ' Et credidit Achis in David;' et 
2 Par. xx. 20, ' Credite in prophetas ct feliciter agite.' In quatuor lot/is in 
qtiibus ntuntur prapositionc cum tamen sermo sit de hominihus. His addi 
polerit ox Jer. xii. 6. JSTolo credere in cos et quod in translatione Graca, 
Mieha vn. ',, • Nolite credere araicis'— «■ </>i\ott. Ac ne illud quidem verum 
est, allud esse credere verbis Domini et in verba Domini, turn cerlum'sit 
Davidero hxa duo non distinguere. Nam Psalmo cvi. quod prius dixcrat 
'"■'' , "' ,r ""' '■" '■■'■'''"' '/'■'''"«: paulo post addit erednlermil verhis ip.rius, ver. 12, 
24. Quid autem credere in eec/esiam, idemne est quod credere eeeleaianii 
Nonqmdeni idem est. sed in idem rendu; vel potius 'idem est. Nam i'lbrau 
sicpius il.a iommntur, Grieci etiam. Dicunt enim credere in vitam eternam, 
credere in re.Diirreel.ione mortuorum, pro illis credere vitam elerytam, credere 
resurrectiowm mortuorum. Ha:c lingua Ilcbraica? intelligentibus et re non 
nomine thcologis probari capio: creterisiveprobanl siveimorobant oitjspovrls 
'IirwoftXeiBij."— X>r <<m ObscrnnU. Su.ee. lib. iii. cap. i. 

1 Joan xiv. 1 .— « Si creditis in eum, creditis ei : non autem contimio qui 
credit ei, credit in eum, nam et rJasmones crcdebant ei, et non credebant in 
eum. Eursns etiam in apostiilis i f ,^ possumus dieerc: Crediiinis Paulo et 
non credimus in Paulum; credimus Petro, sed non eredinras in Petrum 
tjmd est ergo credere in eum? Credendo am are, ere den do diagere, credendo 
in eum ire ct ejus membris incorporari."— AueusTiN. "It is probable that 
somewhat of the obscurity which has attached to faith, or belief, ha- taken 
us rise from introducing in the translation of the Scriptures a Hebrew 
idiom, foreign to the language in which the translation has been made. 
Many active verbs in Hebrew take a preposition before their objut. while 
the corrcaponding verbs in Latin and English admit of no preposition. 
Take the following examples:— Gen. xxxii. I; Isa. xl. 12; 1. 10; Jer. si. 
4-7; vi. 30; in. 16; viii. 5. A similar regimen is used with the Hebrew 
verb translated to believe, which is often construed with the pr<.-p..«i<ion 
sigmlvm- h,. before its object, whether that object be a divine person, a 
iiHiium person, or words spoken by any person.— Gen. xv. 6; Dent i 'i" ■ 
Bxod. sa. 9; Psal. cvi. 12; 2 Chron. xx. 20. Our English translators, 
o.l!o,„,g the Hebrew idiom, as the LXX and the inspired writers of the 
-New Testament had done in some instances, wrote ' to believe on,' or ' to 
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The result of Abraham's faith is stated in the words that fol- 
low, " and it was counted to him for righteousness." These 
words have received two very different interpretations. One 
class of interpreters, more distinguished for orthodox theology 
than accurate exegesis, have held that what was imputed to 
Abraham was not the act of faith — the fact that he believed — 
but the object of faith, which they say was either Christ himself 
or the surety-righteousness of Christ, that was reckoned to his 
account as hh ritfliteoiisnoss on bdiovuifi ; soul thus lie was justi- 
fied. Now, we do not deny that this is substantially a just 
account of the way in which Abraham was justified, though ex- 
pressed in a very artificial and non-natural way. Nor do we 
deny, that what is properly the name of a mental act is often 
used to designate the object of that act. Faith is often equivalent 
to ' what is believed,' and hope equivalent to * what is hoped 
for.' Cut we do deny that this is the true exegesis of these 
words. The object of Abraham's faith was the troth he be- 

believe in,' when applied to any of the persons of the Holy Trinity, but - 
dropped the preposition in all other cases. The use of this construction, 
foreign to the English as well as to the [Greek and] Latin idiom, might 
mil lirjilly :;ive rise to an opinion, that such an unusual expression must have 

bi'i'ii intruded to convey a sense different from the simple meaning of tbe 
word believe when used without a preposition. The foregoing quotations, 
especially the last, may serve to show that such a, distinction is not author- 
ised by Uie origin. i.l Scriptures, and that the )ran-ila:ors used a freedom 
hardly consistent with fidelity, if lliey intentionally retained the Hebrew 
preposition in their translation of some passages, while they dropped it in 
others." — This note is attached to an excellent essay on " Faith," in the 
■' Ueligions Monitor" for Jan. 1808, and in the "Missionary Magay.mc : ' tin- 
March of the same year, with the signature A. S. D. ; the initials, as I have 
learned on undoubted authority, of l)r Alexander Stewart, then of Dingwall, 
formerly of Moulin, and afterwards of the Canongate, Edinburgh. Su highly 
do 1 value these remarks, that some years ago I reprinted them with a few 
observations on Christian hope, under the title of" Hints on Christian faith 
and Hope." " The Script ure notion of faith agrees with the common notion 
of faith and belief among men — a. persuasion of a thing upon testimony; 
but that faith wbi.T.by we believe the gospel has been very much liarkencd 
by the many things that have been said in the description of it, while that 
which is most properly fiiif.li has been either shut up in a dark Comer of 
the description, or almost excluded from it as a thing presupposed to 
faith, and not that very faith itself whereby we are justified and saved ; 
and some have so denned faith as to take into its own nature the 
whole of gospel obedience." — JOHN Glas, Test, of the King of Martyrs, 
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lieved, and surely that could not be reckoned to him as hit 



Another class, much worse theologians and somewhat better 
philologists, .have insisted that the words express this sentiment, 
' Abraham's iiiith vva.- reckoned to him instead of righteousness— 
or a full obedience to the law — and on account of it he was jus- 
tified.' This is a doctrine altogether subversive of the apostle's 
doctrine of justification, and the words, rightly interpreted, do not 
give any support to it. There can be no reasonable doubt that 
'■' his iiiith" 1 is the nominative to " was reckoned," 2 But then, 
what is the meaning of that phrase'? In the Hebrew idiom, for 
an action, quality, privilege, to be reckoned to a person, is just 
equivalent to that person belli;; reckoned to have done that a.ction, 
to possess that quality, or to enjoy that privilege. For faith to 
be reckoned or imputed to Abraham is, then, just equivalent to, 
'Abraham was reckoned (by God) a believer, and he was so 
reckoned, because he was really a believer— (iod always reckon- 
ing men and things to be what they are. The phrase, "for 
righteousness," :i hangs equally by the two clauses, "Abraham be- 
lieved God," and " his faith was reckoned to him." God reckoned 
him a believer. "Righteousness" 4 is used in the sense in which 
the apostle ordinarily employs it, us equivalent to ' justification.' 
"For" rather " unto righteousness" 5 is equivalent to " nnto 
justification," or, ' so that he was — so that he was thus justi- 
fied.' The phrase is used in the same sense as in Rom. x. 10, 
"with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 6 and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 7 Abraham does 
not obey — he does not submit to circumcision, he believes, 
"unto justification;" 8 and not obedience or circumcision, but 
faith, is reckoned to him " unto justification." 9 He is not con- 
sidered in this matter by God as an obedient, or a circum- 
cised man, but as a believing man. Abraham believed God : 
God reckoned Abraham a believer, and as a believer he was 
justified by God. The exact place of faith in the Divine 
method of justification, as not in any degree the ground, but 
the pole means of restoration to the Divine favour, is not fixed 



tit SiKauMrvvT)v, 
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required, that Abraham was justified, not ]jy works, but by faith 
— not by obeying the law, but believing the promise — not as a 
worker, but as a believer. 

The conclusion the apostle wishes the Galatia.ns to draw ftoin 
this fact is, that believers not. vrorhrs are the imitators of Abra- 
ham's conduet and the heirs of Abraham's privileges. "Know 
ye, therefore, that they who are of faith are the children of 
Abraham." ' "They who are of faith" 9 is just equivalent to 
' they who helieve'* in opposition to them who are " of the law," 
or "of the works of the law." "They who are of faith" are 
plainly those who are expecting justification by faith and not by 
works ; who are not working that they may obtain the favour of 
God as a meritorious reward, but who are believing that " God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them ;" 4 and that "the gift of God is eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord ;" 5 and consequently are 
looking for it as a gratuitous benefit. These persons, and these 
parsons alone, appear, from this account of Abraham's just idea- 
tion, to be entitled to the honourable appellation of "his children." 

To be the children of a person in a figurative sense, is equi- 
valent to, ' to resemble him, and to be involved in his fate, gnod 
or bad.' The idea is, similarity both in character and circum- 
stances. To be "the children of God," is to be like God; and 
also, as the apostle states it to be, " heirs of God." To be " the 
children of Abraham," is here to resemble Abraham, to imi- 
tate his conduct, and to share in his blessedness.'' It is as if the 
apostle had said, 'These Judaising teachers talk much of the 
glory and advantage of being children of Abraham, and insist 
that it is by circumcision that men attain to this dignity and 
happiness. But how far is this from the truth? Abraham's 
highest distinction was, that he was a justified person, '•' a friend 
of God ;" and this distinction he attained not by circumcision. 
but by faith. It follows, then, that they who believe like Abra- 
ham, and are like Abraham justified through believing, they — 

1 The scope of the passage shows that Tm^anere is not tin; iadk-iti re, but, 
the imperative. Paul does not presuppose that the Galatiuns acknowledged 
this principle; lie is exerting himself to convince them of it. 

1 ol 4k irtarcm. ° al jrurrevovrti. < 2 Cor. v. 19. 6 Rom. vi. 23. 

" John viii. 39. 1 John ii. 2!) ; iii. I, 8, 9. 
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they alone — are Iris true spiritual descendants. Though a. man 
should he "a Hebrew of the Hebrews, circumcised the eighth 
day, and touching the righteousness that is in the law, blame- 
less," ' if he is not a believer, he is not spiritually a child of 
Abraham. And if a man be but a believer, be lie Jew or 
Gentile, he is spiritually a child of Abraham. And this fact. 
that all who believe, whether they were descendants of Abraham 
or not, were to be made partakers of his blessedness, was dis- 
tinctly enough taught in the ancient oracles given to Abraham.' 
This is what the apostle states in the 8th verse. 

SECT. V. — ARGUMENT FROM THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM. 

" And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, 
saying. In thee shall all nations be blessed." - 

The language is somewhat peculiar, but the meaning is not 
obscure. That is ascribed to the Scripture which properly re- 
fers to God in that transaction which the passage of Scripture 
quoted describes. Similar modes of expression are to be found 
in other parts of the New Testament.* The meaning plainly is, 
' God, who foresaw that in a future period many of the Gentiles 
were to be received into his favour and treated like his children 
on their believing the revelation of mercy through his Son, gave 
an intimation of his design to Abraham in the promise which He 
made to him.' The Syriac version reads, — "And God knowing 
before hand." The phrase, "preached the gospel beforehand," 
in consequence of the very definite idea we generally attach to 
the word " gospel" and the technical sense in which we use the 
word '■'preach," does not, I am persuaded, convey distinctly the 
apostle's idea to most English readers. It is just equivalent to, 
'made known these good tidings to Ahraham long before the 
period when they were to be realised.' 4 Tyndale's version here, 
as in many other passages, is better than the authorised transla- 
tion., — " showed beforehand glad tidings to Abraham." And 

1 Phil. iii. 6, 6. a Gal. ill. 8. 

5 Mark sv. 28. John vii. 38, 42. Rom. iv. 3 ; ix. 17. 
4 The word is used in the same general sense as when it is cmjdoyi'il lw 
Philo-Judieus, d'.: Opif. Mund. k \xiv jrpruia 7tpntvtryyi\i&Tai fiiXXoi/ra lyAion 

avitrxttv, — '■ The dawn intimates beforehand the coming of the risiiiifr sun." 
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this intimation was given in these words, — "In thee shall all 
nations be blessed." 1 The word translated "nations," is the 
same as that rendered " the heathen " in the beginning of the 
verse. The same word should have been retained to mark more 
clearly the point of the apostle's argument. 

But it may be said, What intimation is there in these words of 
God's purpose to "justify the Gentiles by faith"? This will 
appear if we consider that the particle translated " in" signifies, 
in connection ■irith, along with, in the mine manner as? The de- 
claration of the oraele, in this way of viewing it, is that, ' all the 
nations,' i.e. that multitudes of all Gentile nations, 'shall be 
blessed along with Abraham.' " By ' the nations ' in this 
e cannot understand all and every one in the nations ; 

r can we consider them as such, political bodies of men in the 
earth; but according to the New Testament explication, "it is 
a great multitude of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues." 3 This will be evident if we consider that the blessed- 

nv- . -|«4;-'i <t in tin- pi ■iiii v. , pi ritual .hi 1 • i ni ■!. ;m«l *t 

be acknowledged so to be by those who take the New Testament 
account of it. 4 It is manifest no nation of this world can, in a 
national capacity, be the subject of justification by faith, and of 
the promise of the Spirit, which we receive through faith ; and 
it is as certain that every person in the nations of the world is 
not to partake of this blessedness. What remains, therefore, but 
that it should be those who are redeemed by Christ out of every 
nation ? And thus we find out the intent of the writings of the 
prophets about the nations. For these are enlargements upon 
this promise to Abraham." 5 The promise is fulfilled in God's 
" visiting the Gentiles to take out of them a people for his 

1 Gen. xii. 3; xviii. 18; xxii. 18. See also Gen. xxvi. 4; xxviii. 14. 
The words are not an exact quotation of any one of these passages, — ivtvX 
iv <roi, Gen. xii. 3, -a. t. e. oti is not a part of the quotation ; it marks the 
words quoted, as 1 John iv. 20 ; Rom. viii. 30 ; Malth. ii. 23 ; v. 31 ; vii. 23, 
etc.— See Buttmann, § 149. The Hebrew "3 is used in the same way, Gen. 
xxix. 33 i Josh. ii. 24. 

1 This is a common signification of the Hebrew part. ;, of which iv is here 
the translation. — Numb. sx. 20 ; 1 Kings x. 2 ; Jer. xi. 9 ; Psal. xcix. 6. — 
.v.- 1, '(lii. Concordant . a, p. 10. 

'Rev. vii. 9. ' * Gal. iii. S, 9, 14. 

i. sect. i. pp. 74-7fi, 



v Google 



122 EPISTLE TO THE GAXATIANS, [CHAP. HI. 1-IV. 7. 

name." ' Thus, all nations shall be blessed along with Abraham, 
in connection with Abraham, member's of tlie same body, pos- 
sessed of the same privileges, made happy in the same way as 
he was made happy. 

Now, how was he blessed ? ' To be blessed ' and ' to be justi- 
fied/ seem to be here used as synonymous, and it is not wonder- 
ful they should ; for, how can he be blessed who is condemned of 
God'? andhow can he be otherwise than blessed who is the object 
of God's favour 1 ! In the declaration, then, that with him all 
nations should be blessed, God beforehand gave an intimation 
to Abraham that it was his design to justify Gentiles by believ- 
ing ; in other words, to make them blessed in the same way in 
which he had been made blessed. 

The conclusion he states in the 9th verse is obviously a well 
founded one. " So then they which be of faith are blessed with 
faithful Abraham." 3 'It is plain, then,' as if the apostle had 
said, ' that they who are justified by believing are justified in the 
way Abraham was.' 4 They that believe are blessed along with, 
in the same way as, believing Abraham. Abraham believed 
and was justified, and thus became blessed. They also believe 
and are justified, and thus become blessed. And they who 
are seeking for justification by circumcision, or in any other 
way than by faith, by believing, are seeking after it in a way 
totally different from that in which Abraham obtained it, and 
that in which God had foretold it was to be extended to the 
Gentiles. 

Having thus showed that justification is by faith, or through 
believing, the apostle goes on to show that it is not— that it can- 
not be — by the works of the law ; that to expect to secure the 
Divine favour as a merited reward by obedience to the requisi- 
tions of the Mosaic law, was to indulge an expectation equally 
unreasonable and unscriptural. The unreasonableness and ab- 
surdity of the expectation are illustrated in the 10th verse ; 
the unscripturalness of it is illustrated in the 11th and 12th 

1 Acts xv. 14. 2 Psal. xxxii. 1-5. 

3 wiuros, equivalent to Tnarii,a,v.— John xx. 27 ; Col. i. 2. 

' <riv Tijj n-tor^S 'A.tyi.'i«M._ i. .-. ojanip L mirror 'AjSpaap. wtnrfp, because 
o-Cv. The leading idea is communion, and similuriiy us its result.— ' bless «! 
along with him, on the same ground, in the same way, and therefore like 
him.'— See Winer, § 52 (fi). 
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verses. Let us examine these illustrations somewhat more 
minutely. 

SECT. VI. — JUSTIFICATION BY THE LAW IN THE NATURE OF 
THINGS IMPOSSIBLE. 

" For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse i 1 for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the book of the law to do 
them." 2 

This is a new paragraph containing a new argument. The 
panicle (.ran si, 'U.i'd for''' here, and in many other places, does not 
denote that what follows is a reason for what has been just 
stated, but merely marks transition, and is equivalent to,— 
* Further, moreover.' " They who are of the works of the law," 
is a phrase denoting, they who are seeking for justification, who 
are expecting to obtain the Divine favour, by their obedience to 
the law, who are " following after the law of righteousness not 
by faith, hut, as it were, by the works of the law," 4 just as "they 
who are of faith," in the preceding verse, denotes them who 
" through the faith of the truth as it is in Jesus," are expecting 
to be treated as objects of the Divine favour, "freely by God's 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" — who 
believe in Christ Jesus that they may be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law. 5 

' Now,' says the apostle, ' all persons of this description who 
are expecting justification, are indulging a most unliuiruled ex- 
pectation ; for they are already under the curse of that law, by 
obedience to which they are nattering themselves that they shall 
obtain the Divine favour. They are already condemned by the 
law; and surely the same law that condemns cannot justify.' 
That all who were seeking justification by their obedience to 
the law, were already condemned by that law, or, in other words, 
were " under its curse," the apostle makes evident by quoting 
the words in which the curse of the law is couched. It is 

1 http. — Gen. xlvii. 12. ir*ra.— Mai. ii. 2. s Gal. iii. 10. 3 yap. 

* SiaKovra eh vofxov S(Kat(n7vvi)C ouk ek TrioTfMr, dW it e'£ ipyav VOfXOV. 

—Rom. ix. 31, 32. 

* f is XjncrTw 'irfa-ovv emrmvoatri, iva ftittaia>8aiai « jriormut XpicrroC Jicci 
oIk e£ tpyav i>(i(*ou.— Gal. ii. 16. 



,Googlc 



124 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [CHAP. 1H. 1-IV. 7. 

written, " Cursed is every one that continueth not in all tilings 
which are written in the book of the law to do them." .The 
quotation is made from Dent, xxvii. 26,' where we have a com- 
mand, that the Israelites, on their getting possession of the 
promised land, were to inscribe the law on stone ; and that, on 
this being done, one set of priests should pronounce the blessings 
which should descend on the obedient, and another the curses 
which should fall on the disobedient. The words quoted are 
the conclusion of the curses which were to be pronounced, and 
contain, as it were, the sum and substance of them all. It is a 
declaration, that whosoever violated any one of the precepts of 
the Mosaic law exposed himself to the displeasure of God, and 
to punishment, as the expression of this displeasure. The 
apostle's version, though slightly different from that given by 
our translators, accurately exhibits the meaning of the original 
words. They literally are, — " Cursed is he who maketh not to 
stand the words of this law to do them." He who obeys the 
precepts makes them to stand ; he who disobeys them docs what 
lies in his power to overturn them. 

This argument, like many others employed by the apostle, is 

flllj-ti'-J I'l •< lit-: ' but I. 1 ,- 11, | , , . , ; l ., l |l,--l 

In its completed form it would run thus, — ' None of those 
who are seeking for justification by the law, uniformly and per- 
fectly obey all its precepts ; but it denounces a curse on all 
who do not thus obey its precepts. It follows of course, then, 
that they arc " under its curse ;" in other words, they are in a 
state of condemnation — the objects of the judicial displeasure of 
God. It is absurdity, it is madness, thus to seek for justification 
from that which, to persons in their circumstances, is and must 
be the source of condemnation. To expect to be warmed by the 
keen northern blast, or to have our thirst quenched by a draught 
of liquid fire, were not more, were not so, incongruous. This 
were merely to expect that a positive appointment of God should 

'irot et itavi nan sunt in Ilcbrseo sed in Samaritano. The apostle's 
words arc ndlhiT an exact traiihial ion of the Hebrew text nor an exact quo- 
[a.tioti from the l,\ \. Jerome's remark is liotij ji.i-t am! important:— "Hoc 
autem in omnibus pn-no testimouiis qu;o do voioribuK libris in N. T. assumpta 
sunt, obsi'rviin; debemus quod iiioinrjrk' crudkierii::. (.■van^elijtie vd ajioski-i 
et tantum sensu exphcato stepe ordinem commutaverint, nonrmnquain Tel 
detraxerint verba vel addidc-rhil."— Cum. in lac. 
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be altered, which is not in the nature of tlu'n^ 
which, in particular cases, has actually taken place. That were 
to expect a revolution to take place in the moral nature of Him 
" with whom there is no variableness or shadow of turning." ' 

The remark made by the apostle has a direct reference to 
those who were expecting justification by obedience to the 
Mosaic law ; but it is equally applicable to all who, by their 
own obedience to any law, are expecting to stand approved 
before God. It is true of that law under which all intelligent 
creatures are placed, as well as of the Mosaic law, that every 
violation of it exposes to the Divine displeasure ; and that every 
man, having violated this law, is a proper object of the Divine 
judicial displeasure, and cannot obtain the Divine favour by 
obedience to a law which already condemns him to punishment. 
We find the argument stated in this general form in, the Epistle 
to the Romans, chap. iv. 15, — " Because" — or rather, ' more- 
over' — " the law worketh wrath : for where no law is, there is 
no transgression." To complete the argument, you must supply 
the implied cause,—' But where there is law, with a being like 
fallen man there is transgression, and therefore " wrath," or 
punishment.' 

So much for the apostle's illustration of the unreasonableness 
of the expectation of justification by the law : it is contrary to 
the nature of tilings. Let us now examine his illustration of its 
wwcripturalness. This is contained in the two following verses. 

SECT. Vn. — JUSTIFICATION BY LAW INCONSISTENT WITH 
SCRIPTURE. 

" But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, 
it is evident : for, ' The just shall live by faith.' And the law is 
not of faith : but, ' The man that doeth them shall live in them.' " J 

That no man can be justified by the law, has already been 
made evident from the nature of the thing. The proposition is 
equally clearly proved by the declaration of God. He has stated 
distinctly the way in which men become just in his sight, which 
is by believing. To be justified by the law is, however, quite 
another thing from being justified through believing ; and, of 
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course, it cannot be the way of justification. This is, I appre- 
hend, the force of the argument couched in these words. 

The apostle's reasoning appeal's disjointed and inconclusive 
in our version, in consequence, I apprehend, of our translators 
mistaking the meaning of the quotation on which the apostle 
grounds his argument. The quotation is made from Habakkuk 
ii. 4-.' It is an important principle, that the verbal adjective 
is sometimes employed for the participle. 3 It is but right 
to state, that the Hebrew words in the prophet, and the Greek 
words in the apostle, taken by themselves, admit of the render- 
ing given them by our translators, and convey an important 
truth — that it is by the continued belief of the truth that the 
new life of the Christian is sustained; or, in other words, that he 
continues good and liappy, and grows better and happier. This 
is the truth stated by the apostle above, in the end of the pre- 
ceding chapter, — " The life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God." But we must also state, that 
the words admit of another rendering, and that the object of the 
prophet in primarily using them, and of the apostle in quoting 
them, both here and elsewhere, requires that other rendering, — 
" The just by faith shall live." ' The man who is the object of 
God's favourable regard in consequence of his faith, that man 
shall live, or be happy.' 3 

In the Book of the Prophet Habakkuk, the prophet is required 
to write a prophetic vision, and to " make it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth it." Jehovah declares that this 
oracle would certainly in due time be fulfilled ; and then it is 
added, " Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in 
him." He is obviously speaking of a promise, and he says, 
' Where there is a proud rising of mind, distrusting the fulfilment 
of the Divine promises, there the mind is not right — not in the 
state which is well-pleasing to God ; but the person who is "just," 
or righteous, and of course well-pleasing to God " on account of 

1 On this quotation, viilr. Storr. 0pv.se. vol. i. p. 222 ; Dathe, in loco ; 
Schnurrer, .Disk. L'Mlol. C/it. p. 16!) ; Knajiji, Script. Vnr. Arg. • 

1 o Si'kci tor, equivalent to A oiKato>8f is. Tins usage is warranted by Rom. 
ii. 13. 

5 The purpose of the apostle in quoting this pipage, both here and in 
Rom. i. 17, is to prove, not that the justified man shall live, but that it is 
l.iie believer \i ho is tin' justified man, — to eon firm, as Winer miauls, the 
sentiment, tiiKatairiv}) &1011 << TritrTius, not f/ (a!/ tx SiKniocuirjc. 
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Ins faith"— his believing the promise, and trusting that, notwith- 
standing all contrary appearances, it shall he accomplished,— 
that person shall live.' 

The apostle quotes then the passage in the same general mean- 
ing that it has in the prophet, and draws from it this conclusion, — 
that it is not the man righteous by law, but the man righteous 
by faith, that lives, or is truly happy in the enjoyment of God's 
favour and its consequent blessings. 1 

But are not justification by the law and justification by be- 
lieving reconcileable ? — may they not be co-incident? How 
does it appear evident that a man cannot be justified in the sight 
of God oy the law because Habakkuk says, " The just by faith 
shall live " ? May not the just by works live too ? To this 
question we have an answer in the 12th verse. "And the law 
is not of faith." Here, as in some other cases, it is much easier 
to perceive the apostle's general meaning than to give a clear 
satisliiotory exposition of the phraseology in which it. is couclied. 2 
"The law" is plainly equivalent to, 'the way of justification 
by the law;' this is, not "of faith," or, 'by believing.' 3 No; it 
is entirely different. Its statement- is not, 'The just by faith 
shall live;' but, "the man that doeth them, he shall live in 
them ;"— it is, ' the just by works shall live.' This is quoted from 
Lev. sviii. 5. It seems to have passed into a proverb among 
the Hebrews. 1 The opposition between faith and works as the 
means of justification, is strikingly stated olsewhere by the apostle. 
" For Moses descriheth the righteousness which is of the law, 
That the man which doeth those tilings shall live by them. But 

1 The Jews expound this passage much as the apostle does. " Faith," 
says a Talimidical writer, " is tlie cause of blessedness, as it is the cause of 
eternal life, according to these words, — ' The just shall live by his faith.' "— 
Sephek Ikaium, lib. i. cap. 21. Andrew Melville, in his MS. Com. on the 
Kpi-ib to I he liomans, interprets the clause, "Justus sua iide, seu l id c illim 
i. e. Christi." 

! Theodoret gives the meaning: — "6 j*1jios oi nitmv (rp-ei, d\h\ ■.-,-, ,nt>.v 
thtaiTti, Hal this <pvhdrTuu<Tl -rijv £at)ir tirayyeXWai. 

8 " vo/ios non agit fidei partes : non dieit cy-.'k, sed./art. " — Bengel. Calvin 
considers the words as equivalent to— " The law has a method of ,jii4ii\ii:^ 
a man wholly at variance with faith." Camerarius fills up the ellipsis after 
d\X thus : " Lex talis est, yiisii'oi/i est, quemadmodum scriptum est, <5 
jroojirav jc. r. X. quasi sil d\\' (Jut'iv !-, v(i\u>s narii to yeypajififvav) !> jrou)uiis- 

'•Neh. ix. 29. Ezek. xx. 21. Baruch iv. 1. 
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the righteousness which is of faith, speaketh on this wise. Say 
not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven ? (that is, to 
bring Christ down from above;) or, Who shall descend into the 
deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead). But 
wl i at saith it ? The word is nigh, thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart : that is, the word of faith which wo preach ; that if 
thou shsiH confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead. 
thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 1'o.r the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed." 1 The apostle's conclusion then is quite a 
warranted one. 'If God in his word has stated, that it is the 
just by faith that shall live, it is evident that no man is justified 
by the law before Him, for justification by faith and justification 
by works are utterly incompatible.' 

SECT. VIII. — REDEMPTION PROM THE CURSE OP THE LAW 
NECESSARY FOR JUSTIFICATION BOTH TO JEWS AND GEN- 
TILES. 

It is customary with the apostle to meet objections likely to 
rise in the mind of his readers without formally stating them. 
We apprehend we have an instance of this in the passage to the 
interpretation of which we are now to proceed. It seems a fair 
conclusion from the apostle's statement, that not merely all who 
are of the works of the law, i. e. who are seeking for justification 
by obedience to its' requisitions, but that all who are under it, are 
condemned ; and that, of course, the justification of Jews is an 
impracticable thing. It was then a natural question on the part of 
the Galatians, ' If this he the true statement of the case, how are 
Jews condemned by the law to obtain the Divine favour? Is 
the thing possible ? and if it be so, how is it brought about V To 
these questions the 13th and 14th verses contain a satisfaclory 

:UIMVf..T. 

" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us : for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree : that the blessing of Abraham might come on 
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the Gentiles through Jesus Christ ; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith." J The first question to be 
resolved here is, ' Of whom is the apostle speaking when he says, 
" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, that toe 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith " ' ? The pro- 
noun " we" is used by the apostle with very considerable variety 
of reference. It is sometimes, we men ; sometimes, we sinners; 
sometimes, we Jews ; sometimes, we believers, whether Jew or 
Gentile ; sometimes, we believing Jews ; sometimes, we apostles ; 
and it is obvious that to the right understanding of any particu- 
lar passage in which it occurs, it is absolutely necessary that we 
should understand the reference in which it is employed ; and, 
in most cases, there is little difficulty of ascertaining this from 
the context. 

I believe the more ordinary method among orthodox inter- 
preters has been to understand the statement in the text as 
referring directly to all the saved— as a general statement of the 
way of salvation, and equivalent to, < Christ has delivered us elect 
sinners,' or, ' ws believers, from the punishment which the Divine 
law denounces on us as sinners, by having sustained that punish- 
ment in our room.' This, no doubt, is a truth, a most important 
truth ; and a truth which the words contained in the first clause 
of the verse, taken by themselves, not unnaturally convey. 

But to a person who is familiar with the modes of thinking 
and speaking of the primitive age, and who carefully attends to 
the context, it wilt appear plain that this is not the apostle's 
meaning. It is obvious, that they who are « redeemed from the 
curse of the law," are distinguished from " the Gentiles," to 
whom the blessing of Abraham comes through means of their 
redemption. 2 The direct subject of discussion is the impossi- 
bility of being justified by obedience to the Mosaic law ; and it 
is the curse of the Mosaic law which is spoken of in the 10th 
verse. The Gentile believers were, previously to their conver- 
sion, under sin 3 and condemnation/ as well as the Jewish be- 
lievers ; but not being siibject to the Mosaic law, they could not 

1 We would have expected the copulative particle Si after Xpi<rT6s. A 
similar hiatus is to be found, Col. iii. 4. 

* " Qcos redemit? ij«a ( nos inquit de quibus dixerat cap. ii. 15, ' Nos 
natura Judtei.*" — Pabeus. 

5 "■* apapriav. 1 Mfoxoi ™ 9«S Rom. iii. 9, JO. 
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be considered as exposed to its curse, and, of course, they could 
not be represented as redeemed from a curse to which they were 
never subject. 

Every principle of rational interpretation, therefore, requires 
us to consider the statement made in this verse as referring to 
those Jews who had become Christians. They had been under 
that law which the Judaising teachers were so anxious to impose 
on the Gentile believers ; but so far from being justified by that 
law, thev had incurred its curse, in consequence of their " not 
continuing in all things written in its book to do them," and must 
have taken the tremendous consequences had not " Christ re- 
deemed them from the curse of the law, by becoming a curse for 
them." 

" The curse of the law " is expressive both of the denunciation 
of punishment, and of the punishment denounced. The law of 
God, as made known to the Jews, denounced a variety of 
punishments of a temporal nature for different violations of it, 
specially, an untimely violent death, and generally the displeasure 
of God against all violations of it, to ho manifested in the way 
most illustrative of the Divine wisdom, holiness, and justice, 
during the continuance of the offenders existence, or at least till 
his guilt is expiated. What the curse of the law is may be 
learned by reading the latter part of the twenty-sixth chapter of 
Leviticus and the twenty- seventh and twenty-eighth chapters 
of Deuteronomy. They are fitted to make the ears to tingle 
of every one who reads them, and to induce the exclama- 
tion, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." 

To this curse every Jew was exposed, and such of them as were 
delivered from it, were delivered by Christ. " Christ has redeemed l 
us from the curse of the law." The meaning of that is not, ' in 
consequence of what Christ has done, the condemnatory sanction 
of the law is repealed or mitigated.' " The law " in its sanction 
as in its precepts, " is holy, just, and good," 2 and will for ever 
continue to condemn every offender and every offence. The 
meaning is, ' Christ hath delivered us from the punishment which 
the law denounces against us on account of our sins;' or, 'He 
hath delivered us from the consequences of the natural operation 



1 *$vy°P atr(V i equivalent to fXtrrpatrt. 
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of the condemnatory sentence to which our sins have exposed 
us.' If we are delivered from condemnation and misery, it is 
entirely owing to Jesus Christ, and not at all to the law, which 
could do nothing hut condemn and curse us. 

The phrase, " Christ hath redeemed us," has often been con- 
sidered as just equivalent to, ' lie hath delivered us.' There can 
be no doubt that the word " redeem " is often used in this 
general sense ; but there is as little doubt that its primary and 
proper signification is to deliver in consequence of paying a 
ransom or equivalent ; and that it has this peculiar meaning in 
the passage, is plain from the account of the way in which this 
redemption was accomplished. It was not by a mere exertion of 
power, nor by a mere display of mercy, that deliverance was 
obtained,- -it was by Christ's yielding to the law in its condemna- 
tory sanction that, satis I fiction which sinners owed. 

" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us." 1 "To be made a curse" 2 is a strong 
expression for becoming accursed; 3 or. in other words, being 
^objected, by the Divine appointment, to that suffering, the 
infliction of which sin had rendered necessary for the honour 
of the Divine character and government,— that suffering which 
is the manifestation of the Divine displeasure at sin. 4 Christ 
was thus " made a curse "for or in the room of those whom he 
redeemed from the curse; and tins substituted endurance of the 
curse was the ransom-price" by which he redeemed them. It 
was that, in consideration of which they obtained deliverance 
— pardon and salvation. 

'Erasmus has well expressed the sentiment: "Solus omnium Cbristus 
t-xfiirajioni non fijit obnoxius qui tot us hiiiixvns ls'.bji tiilii! debebat. Nos 
eramus obnoxii, et per hoc execraliiles, veruni illc nos ohnoxios execratione 
liiierayit. tinxiam vertens in iiinoi'entiani et execrationem in benedictionem. 
Nostris iiVhiiissis dehitum supplieinm, ipse dependit innoeens, et execrationem 
qiue nos tenebat obnoxios, in se traiiNtulh ipse sLHnqui liber et benedictionis 
particeps." 

! ytv6iifVos Karapa. ' Karaparos. 

'We have similar phraseology — apapra>\o\ KaTtardSijcrav, and Btxatot 
Ka.Tt<rT&6r}<rav, — Rom. v. 19; and still inure, <v,uiarmv i-,:u'tr)<n. and yty6p.f$n 
&iKai<ioivri,— 2 Cor. v. 21. The word Karapa is used much in the same way 
as the Latin odium, in the phrase, " Odium Dei et hominum," — ' Hateful to 
God and men;' or as the Hebrew phrase, " An abomination in the sight of 
God," — 'Abominable in his estimation;' /SftcXvypa for (I&£Kvkt6v, — Luke 
xvi, 15. 'Wipoy. 
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Tlie language of the text, and of the many other texts in 
which Christ's sufferings and death are represented as underline 
in the room of his people, by no means necessarily implies that 
Christ experienced precisely the same kind and degree of suffer- 
ing that they must have done had he not interfered — a reflecting 
mind will soon perceive that this is a statement which involves in 
it many difficulties : — hut it does teach us, that the sufferings 
which Christ endured were sufferings on account of the sins of his 

|- j I- Mil nil ....- I.i |i ;..,(]• fj'-J ill- I.I . "I, ill • •lb- i ■ w--rU 

rendered it right, sale, and honourable in God to pardon sin, and 
save those in whose room they were sustained — those who, in the 
appointed way, were united to him who sustained them. 1 

The penal, expiatory nature of the sufferings of Christ was 
intimated by the peculiar manner of his death, when taken in 
connection with one of the usages prescribed by the Mosaic law. 
This fact is noticed by the apostle in the close of the verse,— 
" Christ was made a curse for us : for it is written, ' Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree.'" This passage is quoted 
from Deut. xxi. 23. The quotation seems made from memory, 
as it does not exactly correspond either with the Hebrew text 
or with the version of the LXX, but clearly expresses the 
meaning.- There arc considerable difficulties in explaining the 
passage as it stands in Deuteronomy, but there are none of im- 
portance in its application to the subject before us. From this pas- 
sage it is plain that, in all cases in which a person was put to death 
as a punishment for violation of the law of God, the dead body 
was to be exposed on a gibbet ; and that the being thus exposed 
on a gibbet was a public demonstration that this person had 
been put to death on account of sin, as a condemned, an acc*ursed 
person. From the Talmudical writers, it appears that the dead 

1 Schotfs note is a good one : " Kcgari omniiio non potest nottonem mortis 
quam ClirislussuMeritiJMiuriaihoelo™ fad't-addui-i et ipso verbo !^iyi ! ,„^<i:; 
quum pretium quo solvendo aliquis redimatur vcluti in Jiieuiri -uetedat 
linminis libtTmuli, (>t scriu l.ol ins eil'aii Hitpndein homines tie <;:.iilji;s liln;r;nidis 
serino est t!j Karapa legis obnnsii iuisse ilicuntur propter pcceutii, Ohrislus 
vero (qui peceati expers non potuit fastis sni- Kiirtit>iiitis tieri) tVi'ii m'r: : .',i» 
ipse fautus Kanipa." 

2 The apostle did not make so mueh of words and syllables as some sot 
dhiaiil pur t:.rrrllr} H \ i: orthodox expositors do. " Neminem fitjnt," as Selmtt 
remarks, " liheriorcm Icieonuii Veteris Testament] laudanum™ hand aliei am 
fuisse a consuetudine Pauli." 
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body was not hung by the neck, but by the hands; and that it 
was hung, not on a tree, properly so called, but on a piece of 
timber — a stake.' Hanging by the neck was not one of the 
modes of capital punishment sanctioned by the Jewish law. 
These modes wore four in number : stoning, burning, beheading, 
and. htt'Linglmg the criminal as he stood on the ground. He was 
not suspended till after he wns dead. 

What the apostle says, then, is just this, — ' Christ Jesus, in 
redeeming us from the curse, was treated as accursed in our 
room; and of this we have an indication in the very manner of 
Ins death — in his being suspended on a cross, or hung on a tree, 
— which, under the law, was the appointed way of intimating 
that a person had died a victim to the claims of public justice.' 2 

The design or consequence of Christ's thus redeeming Jewish 
believers from the cur.se of the law, by becoming a curse in their 
room, is stated in the 14th verse, and it is twofold : (1) " That 
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ ;" and (2) That " WE " — ?'. e. the Jewish believers 
— "might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." 

The particle "that," 3 in the commencement of the 14th verse, 
may either signify that the two events mentioned were the de- 
sign or object, or that they were the consequence or result, of 
Christ's redeeming the Jewish believers from the curse of the 
law by becoming a curse in their room. In fact, they were both ; 
and it docs not matter much in which way the particle is here 
understood. 

The first object or result of the redemption of the elect and 
believing Jews from the curse of the law by Christ becoming a 

1 Miachna, c. cvi. ; Gemara Babyl. Sanlied. c. vi. fol. 45, col. 2, edit. 
Amstel; Alsdiudi. Turath Moscd, edit. l J r:i<r. in section Ci Zt.st,; Kaymund, 
l-'ugio Fiilri, fjips. p. N->G : Ttivler, in mm. ; Targ. Hieros. edit. I.ond. p. 87. 
The maimer of hanging is thus desiTtbed hy one of these writers: — "They 
fix ii stake in tiie carili. and out »!' tlisit- stake comes a piece of timber; and 
both the hands pluen! t.o^i:tlu;r are tied, and by them the executioner hangs 
(hi; Iioil v u|).'' — Turoi). JJawjiii JJlssvrUdiv dc siis/icn-Mv h.ominis lapuObm 
obrvM, ad Gal. iii. 13. Deut. xxi. 22. 

2 The being hung on a tree was not the curse : it was the token, the proof, 
that the individual had incurred the curse. "Non ideo malediclus i|iiia 
(.■nn'ifixiiH, sed quia in talera incedit reatum, ut meruerit crucifigi." — HlEK- 
ohtm. Vitringa's dissertation on this verse, in his Obs. Sac. lib. ii. ehap. xii. 
contains much important information, along with some doubtful typical ap- 
plications. ' aia. 
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curse is, " that the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Christ Jesus." From tin; preceding context, I 
think that there can bo no doubt that the " blessing 1 of Abra- 
ham" is the blessing wherewith Abraham was blessed, i. e. 
justification through believing. It was then the design, and it 
has been the result, of Christ's redeeming believing Jews from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse in their room, that the 
blessing of justification through faith has been extended to the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ. But it may be asked, What con- 
nection is there here ? What has Christ's enduring the curse of 
the Mosaic law in the room of his people who were subject to it 
to do with another class of persons altogether obtaining justifica- 
tion from the offences they had committed against God in 
doing what they knew to be wrong and neglecting to do what 
they knew to be right? There is a most intimate twofold 
connection. 

1st, Those sufferings and that death which, viewed as the 
execution of the curse of the Mosaic law, were the price of the 
redemption of all believers who were subject to that law — a law 
that included the moral law to which all men are subject — and 
who had incurred its curse, were also the effectual expiation of the 
sins of such Gentiles as should believe. For, as the apostle 
John says, when Christ died, he was " the propitiation for our 
sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world."' So that what laid a foundation for the deliverance of 
believing Jews from the consequence of the Divine displeasure as 
threatened in the law to which they were subject, laid also a 
foundation for the deliverance of believing Gentiles from that 
" wrath of God which was revealed from heaven against their 
ungodliness and unrighteousness." The same satisfaction which 
redeemed the believing Jews, laid a foundation for the justifica- 
tion of the believing Gentiles. But this is not all. 

2d, Christ's endurance of the curse of the Mosaic law in the 
room of such of his people as were subjected to it, was the 

1 euXoyi'a properly signifies benediction, pronouncing a person blessed or 
possessed of happiness. Hence it comes to signify ' biffins;, benefit, happi- 
ness.' In the case of God the two things cannot lie separated : whom He 
ble;ses, in the sense of benediction, He makes blessed : his word is powerful ; 
it cuiivtivs what it proclaims. 

a 1 John ii. 2. 
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honourable and appropriate termination of that economy which, 
while it continued, presented insurmountable obstacles to " the 
blessing of Abraham," or justification by believing, being gener- 
ally extended to the Gentiles. Fully to illustrate this principle, 
which is of the utmost importance to the right understanding of 
the apostolic epistles, would require more time than we can here 
devote to it. A few general hints must suffice. The Mosaic 
institution may be considered in three points of view,— (1) As 
an exhibition of the claims of God, as the righteous moral gover- 
nor, on his intelligent creatures; (2) As an obscure intimation 
both of the fact, that God was disposed to pardon the human 
violators of his law, and of the way in which this pardon was to 
be dispensed; and (3) As a means of preserving the IsrLielihsli 
people distinct from other nations, that this exhibition of the 
character, and claims, and intentions of God might not be lost 
in the prevailing moral darkness which covered the earth. 
Under this order of things, it is plain that it was inconsistent 
with one of its principal ends that the blessing of Abraham 
should generally come on the Gentiles during its continuance. 
The peculiar relation in which God stood to one nation as his 
own people 1 must be dissolved in order to the formation of a 
covenant relation with a peculiar people, which was to consist of 
persons of all nations. The two constitutions on which these 
relations rested, were incompatible ; and " he taketh away the 
first, that he may establish the second." 2 It is equally plain, 
that, under this order of things, God claimed no more than his 
right ; that right had been withheld from Him ; and it would have 
been inconsistent with the honour of the Divinity that this order 
of things should pass away without his rights being fully vindi- 
cated. In reference to all believers, whether they lived before 
or at the coming of the Messiah, His endurance of the curse in 
their room fully compensated all the wrongs which their trans- 
gressions had done the Majesty of heaven ; and in reference to all 
the unbelieving and disobedient, the law would vindicate its 
honour by inflicting on them personally the punishment they 
deserved. Hie law, as an economy, thus not destroyed but ful- 
filled, ceased to exist ; the Mediator of the new covenant having, 
by means of death, expiated the transgressions under the first 



rf> it — it i pwroi'ijcis — peeuliw, 
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covenant. 1 That which was " a middle wall of partition," 2 was 
removed, and justification through believing extended generally 
to men of every kindred, and people, and nation. The close 
connection between the death of Christ as making expiation for 
the violations of the Mosaic law, and its terminating that peculiar 
order of things, and throwing open the door of salvation to the 
Gentiles, is often adverted to by the apostle, and illustrated at 
some length in the concluding paragraph of the second chapter 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians : " Wherefore remember, that 
ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands ; that at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world : but now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is 
our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in his 
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances ; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace ; and that he might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby : and 
came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them 
that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God ; and are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner-stone ; in whom all the building, fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord : in whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." a 
The second object of the redemption from the curse of the law 
by Christ's becoming a curse, is, that the believing Jews " might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." * " The promis e 

■ E*h* in'w ' "* lil " 6TOix '"' Toi *W^ Eph. ii. 14. 

5 It is a strange instance of naptppijvtvpa, on the part of a generally very 
acute and accurate interpreter, Koppe, to say, « rfXoyi'a toG 'A^padp, e t 
tnayye\,a ™„ n^^ui-or, rem prorsiis cvlikIuui ospj-jumiu." IJi-/.a, with liis 
usual acuteness, saw, what his master Calvin does no) seem to liave smi, 
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of the Spirit" is a Hebraism for ' the promised Spirit.' > To 
" receive the promise;' 2 is plainly ' to receive the blessing pro- 
mised.' And " the promise of the Holy Ghost" 3 is obviously 
1 the Holy Ghost promised.' By " the promised Spirit," we 
understand the enlightening and enlivening, the sanctify)" no; 
and consoling, influence of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to be- 
lievers, not excluding the extraordinary influences which dis- 
tinguished the primitive ages. The Spirit is termed "the 
promised Spirit," for the communication of his influences was 
promised by the ancient prophets as one of the grand charac- 
teristics of the Messiah's reign. — " For I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off- 
spring." " And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them." " And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions ; and also upon the servants and upon the 
handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit." 4 The 
Spirit 3iad also been promised by our Lord.—" And I will pray 
the Fattier, and He shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever ; even the Spirit of truth ; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him : but ye know him ; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you." " These things have I spoken unto you, being 
yet present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
soever 1 have said unto you." "But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, lie shall testify 

that the apostle specifies " duos redemptions tines; unus benedictio seu 
^■r;iii;i justitk'iitionis ; u'kT Sjiiritiic promissus line est gratia sanctifieationis 
per Spiritum." The two phrases are obviously contrasted. They signify 
two insqm ruble, but two porfedly distinct things,— as distinct as state and 
character, relation and disposition, just ifealLn Mini s« notification. 

1 ritjlvfipa iwqyytkiiivov. * (copiforAu tjjk (irayyihiav.— Heb. xi. 39. 

1 Si (irayyekia rot IlvfvpaTos ayiov. — Acts ii. 33. 

* Isa. xliv. 3. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. Joel ii. 28, 29. 
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of me." " Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you ; hut if I depart, I will send him unto 
you." » 

Now the communication of this Spirit to Jews, through their 
believing, was one of the objects and results of this redemption 
from the curse of the law by Christ's being made a curse in their 
room. Divine influence is one of the most precious blessings 
God can bestow; and He never bestows it on sinners but on 
account of the expiatory suti'erings of Jesus Christ. Pious men 
under the law enjoyed the Spirit, though not in the same degree 
as it is enjoyed under the gospel. But if they did so, it was 
bestowed on them with a reference to the atonement to be 
offered, and received by them through faith in the obscure 
revelation of that atonement. And Jews who Jived after tins 
atonement was offered, could receive the Spirit in no way but 
through this atonement, and faith in this atonement. Christ 
did not redeem them from the curse of the law that they might 
obtain the premised Spirit through obedience to its precepts, but 
through believing the gospel.' 

The sum, then, of what the apostle says in these two most 
important verses is this : ' We believing Jews owe our salvation 
not to the law, but entirely to Christ, and obtain it entirely 
tlirongli believing. We, by violating the law, to which we were 
subject, had incurred its curse ; but Christ lias delivered us from 
this curse by enduring it in our room. As his sufferings and 
death are sufficient and intended to avail, not only as the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, but also for those of the whole world ; and 
as, by completely satisfying all the demands of the Mosaic law, 
they have put an honourable lermination to that order of things, 
which, during its continuance, necessarily excluded the great 
body of the Gentiles from the blessing of Abraham— an order 
of things winch, now that the Messiah is come, has completely 
served its purpose, — the consequence is, that justification by 
believing is extended to men of every nation; and we Jews 



' John xiv. 1(5, 17, 2.",, 20 ; xv. 2fi ; xvi. 7. 

1 The remark of Flacius is an important one : " Spiritus ab extra in nobis 
escikit 'd'.qn.nn scini.iU.nm fit lei, apprchendentem Christum et etiam ipsuia 
Spiritum, ut intra nos habitet." 
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obtain the promised Spirit through believing the gospel, and 
not by obedience to the law.' 1 

Behold, then, the plan of salvation in its grand characteristic 
features ! An all-perfect atoning sacrifice, — an all-powerful 
quickening, sanctifying Spirit, — and a plain well-accredited 
revelation, laying a foundation for faith, which interests whoso- 
ever believes, at once and for ever, in this justii\ ing righleous- 
ness and in this tnuisfurmitig i>|>irir, which secure, and prepare 
for, perfect, unending, holy happiness, in heaven. 
" Oli. liosv unlike the complex works of man 

Heaven's easy, artless, uuin cumbered plan ! 

No itiLTL'trid'HH .uTuce- k> beguile ; 

No clustering ornaments i.u u'n<: llio pile. 

From listen 1 at ion as from weakness free, 

It stands, like the cerulean arch we see, 

Majestic in its own simplicity. 

Inscrib'd above the portal, from afar 

Conspicuous as the brightness of a star, 

Legible only by the light they give, 

Stand the soul- quickening words— Believe and live." s 

This is the " gate of God," the entrance into true peace, holy- 
joy, permanent happiness. Let us all enter in by it. It stands 
wide open, and all are invited to enter. And having entered, 
let us, in the enjoyment of these blessings, praise the name of the 
Lord. Blessed be he who came in the name of the Lord to save 
us; and blessed be He who sent him. Blessed be He who 
spared not his Son ; and blessed be he who loved not his own 
life to the death for our salvation ; and blessed, too, with equal 
honours, be that good Spirit who, by his all-powerful, all-per- 
suasive influence, pots us in possession of all the blissful results 
of the love of the Father and the mediation of the Son. 

' It scarcely requires to be noticed, that it is through the channel of the 
atonement that the Spirit comes to Gentiles as well as Jews: indeed the 

second ij,..ifir m-ni hieh'ji.e Snjj.li. This was I.e Clerc's view. " "Kivii.ifitu, 
Vidoi i;r prhno ir,i.:iito dubni.-^e sequi Xd/3<i><ri, scd prima usus est Paul: is, qoia 
hn\: sequo ail .hu:;eos ao ad <j untiles spuctant, qui! j us se et populares propter 

ea conjungit." 
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SECT. IX.— FREE JUSTIFICATION BY BELIEVING SECURED IN A 
RATIFIED DIVINE ARRANGEMENT WHICH CANNOT BE DIS- 
ANNULLED BY THE LAW — A SUBSEQUENT DIVINE ARRANGE- 
MENT. 

In the paragraph that follows, the apostle shows that the 
Mosaic law was not, and couJd not be, the means oi'jostifieatiun, 
from the fact, that the giving of the Mosaic law was long 
posterior to the period when Abraham was justified, and when 
it was declared that the Gentiles were to be justified in the same 
way that he was justified : and that the plan of justification by 
the law was not only different from, but altogether inconsistent 
with, that plan of justification which was exemplified in the case 
of Abraham, and which, in a Divine oracle, was declared to be 
intended at some future period to be extended to the Gentiles. 

1. The Thesis Stated and Proved. 
" Brethren, I speak after the manner of men ; though it be 
but 1 a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannull- 
ed, or addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but 
as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, that 
the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the 
law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot dis- 
annul, that it should make the promise of none effect. For if 
the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise : but God 
gave it to Abraham by promise." 2 

The apostle often uses the phrase, " I speak as a man," or, " I 
speak after the manner of men." He uses this phrase with some 
variety of meaning ; but it seems uniformly to imply this idea, — 
' I use language frequently adopted y or, ( I reason on principles 
which are generally admitted among mankind.' In the present 
case, it is obviously equivalent to, 'I will illustrate this subject 
by an example borrowed from the ordinary business of human 
life.' The phrase is used in the same way, 1 Cor. ix. 8; Rom. 
vi. 19. 

The word here translated " covenant," 3 as well as the corrcs- 
1 " ofuns ut alibi 77\l : n, eisi tantum homo auctor sif funkris." — Semleb. 
* GaL iii. 15-18. 3 Suid^nj. 
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ponding word in the Old Testament, of which it is aversion, 1 is of 
considerably mure comprehensive signification than the term by 
which.it is rendered in our version. The English word covenant, 
means ' a bargain,' an agreement between certain parties on cer- 
tain terms. To this there is a corresponding term in Greek, 2 
but that word never occurs in the New Testament, and rarely in 
the LXX, or in the other Greek versions of the Old Testament. 
The Hebrew and Greek words rendered " covenant," 3 signify, 
' a disposition,' ' arrangement,' and are applicable not only to 
covenant* or bargains, properly so called, but to laws and pro- 
mises. It is plain that it is necessary to the apn&tlo's argument 
that "the promise" 4 spoken of (verse 16), should be considered 
as a &ia6SjK<i, or rather the statement or record of a duiftjioj. 6 « A 
man's covenant," is just equivalent, then, to 'a human arrange- 
ment or transaction involving the interests of others. 

Now the apostle says, when such a transaction is " confirmed, 
no man disannulletli or addeth to it." 6 To " confirm" is to sanc- 
tion, ratify, make or declare valid. Such a transaction is con- 
firmed when it is fully settled, and the appropriate evidence given 
that it is settled. The royal assent confirms or ratifies a law in 
this country, after it has received the approbation of the other 
two branches of the legislature. The signature or seal of the 
individual appended to particular legal deeds ratifies or confirms 
them. When any disposition is thus finally settled and ratified, 
it is understood to be valid. After this, without the consent of 
ail parties concerned, the arrangement 7 cannot be disturbed or 
altered. It cannot be annulled ; no addition can be made to it.' 

And if, while this deed remains unrevoked, somo other arrange- 
ment or disposition should take place which might seem incon- 
sistent with it, if we have a per feet confidence in the wisdom and 
integrity of the author of the two arrangements, the conclusion 
to be come to is, the second arrangement does not really inter- 



3 " 6iaSiiioi is every settlement or disposition."— Olsiiausen. 
* at (irayyeXiai. 

6 The comprehensive sense of HwOtint] is illustrated by two passages in an 
apocrypha.! writer, Ren Sirach. — F.edus. _\i. W ; xsxviii. 33. 

9 The force of Spas seems to be, ' Although human faith is often found 
infirm, and not to be compared to the fidelity of God manifested in his 
covenants, yet even,' etc. 
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fere with the first, and their apparent discordance must arise 
from our misconception of them. The application of this prin- 
ciple to the apostle's object is natural and easy. God had, in the 
case of Abraham, showed that justification is by believing; He 
had, in the revelation made to Abraham, declared materially 
that justification by faith was to come upon the Gentiles. This 
arrangement was confirmed or ratified, both by circumcision, 
which the apostle tells us was "the seal of justification by 
faith," ' and by the solemn promise made to Abraham that, " in 
Iiim," along with him, in the same way as he was, " all nations 
should be blessed." 2 It follows, of course, that no succeeding 
arrangement of God could contradict tins arrangement ; and that 
if any succeeding Divine arrangement seemed to do so, the cause 
of this was to be sought in our misapprehension of its true nature 
and design, which, when clearly perceived, would distinctly shew 
the perfect harmony of the two apparently inconsistent arrange- 
ments. This is the line of argument which the apostle pursues 
in the following verses. 

" Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 3 made. 
He saith not, And to seeds,* as of many ; but as of one, And to 
thy seed, which is Christ." 5 

These words admit of two renderings: cither 'Now to Abraham 
and his seed,' or 'now in, through, or in reference to Abraham 
and his seed.' In either case they are expressive of a fact. 
" To Abraham and his seed promises were made ;" or, in other 
words, blessings were promised. The following are examples of 
such promises, — Gen. xh. 3 ; xvii. 4-8 ; xxii. 16, 17. This has 
been generally understood to be the meaning of the apostle ; and 
it has been supposed that his argument is,' — ' Certain blessings 
were by God freely promised to Abraham and his spiritual seed 

1 rnjiprryifiii tJJ! BiKOUKruvijf riji wiarftnt. — .Rom. iv. 11. 

1 It is not unlikely that the ujioslle had also in view what is stated, Heb. 
vi. 13, " When God made promise to Abraham, because He could swear by 
no greater, He sware by himself." " By myself have I sworn, saith the 
Lord," — " In thy sued shall (ill the nations of the earth be blessed." — Gen. 
xxii. 15-18. The design of Cod in lias oath was to "show more atniiiilanily 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel." Heb, vi. 17. 

s " at firayy(\iai, Plurale. Promissio same repetita : at lex semel data." 
— Bengel. 

*tritip)ia, like (11/10, is not often used in the plural. Griesbaeh gives 
oijiaTa as the true reading, Rev. xviii. 24. ! Gal. iii. 16. 
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long before the law was given, aud therefore their communication 
cannot be suspended on obedience to the requisitions of that law.' 
The great objection to this mode of interpretation is. that it 
obliges os to understand the word " Christ," not of the Messiah 
personally, but of the collective body of those who are saved by 
him. 

We are rather disposed to consider the apostle as stilting, 
' Now the promises were made thtvv.ii/), or in ■refe.iwwe to Abraham 
and his Seed.' Not only were blessings promised to Abraham 
and his seed; but blessings were promised through Abraham and 
iiis Seed to the nations. 1 It is to one of these promises that the 
apostle refers in the preceding context, verse 8. The blessing 
promised through Abraham and his Seed was, he informs us,' 
the justification of the Gentiles by faith. We consider the 
apostle then as saying iti the first clause of the verse, ' Now the 
promises of justification by faith were made to the Gentiles 
through Abraham and through his Seed.' 

The word "seed" 2 is a word of ambiguous meaning. It may 
either signify descendants generally, or one class of descendants. 
or a single descendant. 3 The apostle in the concluding part of 
the verse tells us how it is to be understood in the passage he 
alludes to. " He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of 
one, And to thy Seed, which is Christ." 

These words have very generally been understood as if they 
embodied an argument, ■ — as if the apostle reasoned from the word 
"seed" being in the singular, inferring from that circumstance 
either that the word referred to one class of descendants, and not 

i<> .). .. — n.Liiii* <-f ,>ll ■ 1 .1 -*. ■ i i" ■ -h i l ■ .1 i ■ i oil, 

and not to descendants generally. That this is not the apostle's 
reasoning we apprehend is certain; for it is obviously inconclu- 
sive reasoning. The use of the plural term might have laid a 
foundation tor the inference that lie spake of more than one; 
but seed being a <;ol.l«:live word, its use in the singular lays no 

1 Gen. sii. 3; xxii. 18. * vveppa. 

1 " Non de multis tantum, sed et de uno mrifip-a dici aniniadverterunt recte 
LXX. interpretes Gen. iii. 15, ubi ro vwippa rijt yvtuuieht ad imam per- 
sonam, nempe Messiam referentes verterunt afro! o-ou njpijo-fi «$aXiji<; 
neutro genere in masculinum mutato, ut per airipjia certain personam in- 
tclligi sciremus. Sic et cap. iv. 25, de persona Setlii quern loeu .Abulia 
dederat Deus dicit Era posuit mild Lkus semew alliid. Et cap. xxi. 13, de 
Ismaele ad Abrahamum *:n -,y-<i,— quia semen i*um est." — De Dieu. 
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foundation for an opposite inference. Even supposing that his 
Jewish readers might have been imposed on by such a sophism, 
which is not at all probable, it would not only have been un- 
worthy of his dignity as an apostle, but of his integrity as an 
honest man, to have used it. 

The truth is, there is no ground to suppose that it is the state- 
ment of an argument at all. It is just as lliccaltoun observes, 
" a critical, explicatory remark." It is just as if be had said, 
' In the passage I refer to, the word mp<1 is used of an individual, 
just as when it is employed of Seth, Gen. iv. 25, where he is 
called "another seed," 1 and said to be given in the room of Abel, 
whom Cain slew. In looking carefully at the promise recorded, 
Gen. xxii. 1 (5-1 8, the phrase "seed" seems used with a different 
reference in the two parts of the promise — the first part of the 
17th verse plainly referring to a class of descendants ; the last 
clause and the 18th verse to an individual, and that individual is 
Christ.' There is no doubt that this is the fact — that in the 
promise, " In thy Seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed," the reference is not to the descendants of Abraham 
generally, nor to his descendants by Isaac, nor to his spiritual 
descendants, but to Lis great descendant, the Messiah. 

The words will, indeed, admit of another meaning, q.d. — 'The 
sacred oracle does not refer to all the descendants of Abraham, 
but to one particular class of them ; not to his descendants by 
Ishmael, nor to his descendants by the sons of Keturali, nor even 
to all liis descendants bv I suae, nor to his natural descendants, 
but to his spiritual descendants.' But this obliges us to under- 
stand the word " Christ" in a very unusual, if not altogether 
unwarranted, sense. Besides, if the apostle alludes, as is natural, 
to the promise he had already quoted, there is no doubt that the 
reference there is to the Mes-diili personally considered. 2 We 

fTfpOV fttrfptia. 

1 Storr assigns a very ingenious reason for applying the word trircppa 
personally to Christ, showing, as he often does, a most minute acquaintance 
with the Pauline writings, and a most acute perception of how one part of 

these writings is to he applied for the cluuidiUiun id' another: " Ipsum 
Christum, uniusillius anipfiaros nomine sigmiiuare putainus, nun Christian am 
societatem. ILec enim. quia parlim e\ Judads, partim e.\ ethnic is const j.liat, 
plurali, h. e. rmfpixarav, nomine appellari poluisse videtur, si audianms 
Paulum ipsum, qui Rom. iv. 11-1(5, duas i'omias libcroriim Abraliami cun- 
sdlnit. sell utrasque Abraham] shinies fidci, idcoque prmnisso pnticnlcs. 
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there fore prefer the former mode of interpretation. The promise 
of justification by faith to the Gentiles was made through Abra- 
ham and his seed, meaning by his seed, the Messiah. The 
reuson why this is so partial hi rly noticed will appear in the course 
of the discussion. 

The apostle proceeds with his argument. "And this I say, 1 
that the covenant, a that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect." a 

The only phrase which is obscure in this verse is the clause 
rendered "in Christ." 4 Some wouldrender it to Christ; others 
till Christ, i.e. till Christ came, which is undoubtedly its meaning 
at chapter v. 24. s I apprehend the true rendering of the particle 
is concerning, or in reference to — n meaning which the term by 
no means uncommonly bears in the New Testament. I shall 
give a few examples,— E ph. v. 32 ; Acts ii. 25 ; Heb. vii. 14 ; 

Undo Panlus ii(lnmiliin) umb^'iie seripsdsset si nostro loco, credontcs turn 
JudiL'o-i, turn elhnicos si\e Cliiistianos universe, qiuis alibi ipse in duas partes 
(dim <}::ii>u.<na) tribuit, li .lii'Jii.'i-i ,:iih.i. (n-igiiii; cum Abrahamo cunjunctis, iHo 
<i>; tqi t'j'Hv diseernere." Ruckert, wilh equal rashness ai'd in sol once, charges 
the apostle iviili false iuk-rpreiiition of tlie Old Testament. Jerome con- 
sidered the argument very weak, but says, " It is good enough fur the 
Galatians." Such an exegesis ini^lit well provoke I'.e/a's indignant queries, 
" l.'bi gravila.s ajiostoliea ■ TJbi I'auli htivu-r^sV It is well remarked by 
OUha.uHi.--ii, iliiil. '■ i Jioiiiji l"n> ,lewi;-h ';,',jW< applied in :i sinrlar wa\ pa>sa.^cs 
in the Old Testament, the (iul'i-ivnci: between them and the apostles is this, — 
their acumen often deueneriited into puerile ci.in.vits, while the apostles, 
guided by the IIolv Ciiost, always infallibly revealed the true meaning ol (.In: 
inspiring Spirit.— 2 Pet. i. 20, 21." Uiecaltoun's note is good: " A plain 
mini reading- tin: aposile's ivoi'ds, when he lolls us thai this one seed is Christ, 
would very naturally think it was the same Christ who had redeemed lus 
people from the curse of the law, and in whom the blessing of Abraham 
came upon the Gentiles." 

1 Toi/To &i Xf'yw,— a formula of iransji.ion which the apostle often uses when 
returning from a digression. 1 Cor. i, 12; vii. 10, 20, 35. 

1 " Vocem SiaBljKij hie proniissiomrii; signifcare. ejus in hoc ipso COmmate 
cum iirayyeXln pernratutie evidi-ntei- docet. Inn: i-liain q;md o mil ifooi 
ten™ ™v firayyikiwv yer. 21, hk-ni ost qiKiit ii vi'^m m.x ampul ri)v 8ta8rjKr)V. 
Tijl' av\iBJ\n.i]v , tht;t('ijti ti)-j iTTHyyc'Mov. Sli.tCrjK.Jil' i) Quia ku\ii ypiKpTj, Sta r& 
Sf/9aiof xai [i7r(i;;ii-imjy trvi'fo'jKiit pin yiip vroXXams avarpiirovTai, Biaflr/j™ Si 
vop.ip.ai, oiSafi&s" — Isidor. Pelusiot, lib. ii. s Gal. iii. 17. 

* (is Xpiarov. Griesbach marks this tin use as very probably spurious, but 
not certainly so. I have therefore expounded it. 

* " The (ii Xpurrov is to bo taken as marking the I'nn'imis ad qnem." — 
Olbhafsen. 
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Luke xii. 21 ; Rom. iv. 20 ; xvi. 19 ; 2 Cor. ii. 9. The covenant 
in reference to Christ is just the arrangement or settlement as to 
justification by faith to be extended to the Gentiles through the 
Messiah, which was made known in the Divine declaration to 
Abraham. This Divine arrangement was "confirmed of God," 
ratified by God in the ordinance of circumcision which was given 
to Abraham as a person justified in uncircumcision, 1 and made 
known as a fixed appointment in the Divine declaration so often 
referred to. It was " confirmed before" 2 That is, it was a 
finished, ratified deed, long previously to the law. 

' Now,' says the apostle, ' this completed and ratified covenant 
or arrangement about Christ, as to the justification of the Gen- 
tiles by believing, could not be disannulled by the giving of the 
law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, so that the 
promise should be of none effect.' There is some uncertainty as 
to the period of four hundred and thirty years mentioned, some 
chronologers insisting that it, is the exact period from the time 
the promise was given till the law was given, 3 others that it refers 
only to a part of that period, namely, to the time of the Israelites 
sojourning in Egypt. 4 In either case it is true that the law was 
at least four hundred and thirty years after the promise in which 
the covenant about Christ was exhibited as confirmed. The law 
being a subsequent covenant or arrangement, could not mate 
of none effect the promise, which was a previously ratified and 
unrepealed covenant. The person who thinks the promise thus 
made void, must labour under some misapprehension with regard 
to the nature and design of the law, 

But it might be said. I low does the making the observance of the 
law the condition of justification disannul the covenantor make the 
promise of none effect 1 The answer to that question is to be found 

1 Rom. iv. 9-13. * icpoKucupioixlvijii. 

s " The first promise made to Abraham was made when he was seventy-five 
years old, Gen. xii. 3, 4; from this dale to that of Isaac's birth was bventy- 
five years, Gen. xxi. 5; Isaac was sixty years old when Jacob was bom, 
Gen. xxv. 26' : Jacob went down in I'^ypt at a hundred and thirty. (iiTi. 
xlvii. 9 ; and the Israelites, according to the LXX, sojourned there two 
hundred and fifteen year-, ivliicli completes the number. See Whitby and 
Dni'Mridgc." — BelSHAM. It is very justly remark, :d by Scmler, " Maxima 
anpififia numerandi rei summss nihil a.ddcre potest, ant, demere." 

* Josephus says the Israelites left Egypt ' pna «tij rpiaxovra Knl TtTpaxoma 
lj rim irpdyo™* r,fiwv "Afipapov fis rip X.avnva'ua> i\0fiv,"—Antiq. ii, xv. 2. 
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in the next verse. " Fur if the inheritance he of the law, it is no 
more of promise : but God gave it to Abraham by promise." ' 

" The inheritance" 3 here is, I apprehend, the same thing as 
the blessing of Abraham, which, we have seen, is justification — 
the being treated by God as righteous; or, what is necessarily 
connected with, indeed implied in, it — the heavenly and spirit rial 
blessing of which the possession of Canaan is the type. The 
" covenant," 3 " the promise," 1 and " the inheritance," 5 all refer 
to substantially the same thing ; but it would be absurd to say 
these three words have the same meaning. The " covenant " 
refers to the Divine arrangement as to conferring on men the 
blessings of the Divine favour, "the promise " is the revelation 
of this in the form of a promise, and " the inheritance " is this 
as enjoyed by men. It is termed " the inheritance," because it 
is as the spiritual descendants of Abraham, "the father of the 
faithful," that we come to enjoy it. Now, if the enjoyment of 
this inheritance be suspended on our obedience to the law of 
Moses, " it is no more of promise," i, e. it is no more a free 
donation in fulfilment of a free promise. But this is the char- 
acter which belongs to the blessing as originally promised to 
Abraham. " God gave it to Abraham by promise," 8. e. ' God 
freely promised it to Abraham ;' or, ' God in promising it, acted 
from free favour.' He meant to give a favour, a free favour; 
not to make a bargain, however favourable. Abraham's justifica- 
tion was not suspended on his circumcision ; and the justification 
of the Gentiles was to be like Abraham's. 6 

This, then, is the sum of the apostle's argument, 'A ratified, 
unrepealed constitution cannot be set aside by a subsequent 
constitution. The plan of justification by believing was a rati- 
fied and unrepealed constitution. The law was a constitution 
posterior to this by a long term of years. If the observance of 
the law were cons] ituted the procuring cause or necessary means 
of justification, such a constitution would necessarily annul the 
covenant before ratified, and render the promise of none effect. 
It follows, of course, that the law was appointed for no such 
purpose. Whatever end it might serve, it could not serve this 
end ; it could never be appointed to serve this end. 

1 Gal. iii. 18. * i) icXijpopofu'a. * BiaAjKi;. 

1 tTrayyeAia. KXijpovofiLti. 

" This is, in substance, the same argument iis that stated, Rom. iv, 13, 14. 
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2. Design, and Mode of Giving of the Law. 

This naturally introduces tlie inquiry, What then was its 

design ? This is the question which, in the next paragraph, the 

apostle considers; and in its discussion he makes it evident, that 
the Mosaic law, so far from heing opposed to the covenant or 
arrangement revealed to Abraham, was a necessary means of 
securing the accomplishment of its provisions. Let us look at 
the passage with that closeness of attention which it at once re- 
quires and deserves. 

" Wherefore then serveth the law? 1 It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made ; and It was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator ."'- 

There can be no reasonable doubt as to the meaning of the 
term "the law"* here. It is obviously the Mosaic institution 
viewed as a whole. It is neither what has been termed the 
moral law, nor the ceremonial law, nor the judicial law, which 
theologians have been accustomed to treat of as three distinct 
codes ; but it is the whole arrangement or covenant Tinder which 
the people of Israel were placed at Sinai. 

The apostle has showed that that law could not be the means 
of justification, and that it was never intended for this purpose. 
Now, if it cannot serve this purpose, what purpose docs it serve? 4 
I do not think we are to consider the question as an inquiry 
into the designs and uses of the Mosaic law generally, hut as to 
its design anil use in reference to the arrangement that justifica- 
tion was to be by faith through the Messiah ; and especially, 
that justification by faith through the Messiah was to be ex- 
tended to the Gentiles. If this is not kept in view, the apostle's 

1 Some interpreters put the interrogative jini-it- before " nrfjios — ti ouv ; — 

6 VOfXOS K. T. \- 

2 Gal. iii. 19. *6 wiftos. 

• Tt' = 8m ri ; or ih ti ; " Not. only the foolish and ignorant people, but 
they also who seem ill (heir own eoneeils to be very wise, do ar^ue sifter this 
sort, — 'If the h«- tio not justify, then it is rain.' Yet it is not tliereii.ro 
true. This cor.sLquenec is nothing worth,--' Money doth not justify, there 
fore it is unprofitable;' 'the eyes do not justify, therefore they may be 
plueked out;' 'the hunils eaniiot justify, therefore Ibey may he cut oft'.' 
.Neither is this, ' The lnw doth not. justify, therefore it is unprofitable.'"— 
"Let the law mind its own work, and leave jusl.iiie.il ion to ;>■!■« tc, the promi-e. 
and faith."— Ll'theh. 
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account may appear defective, while in reality it is complete, so 
far as his object required. 

The answer is, " It was added because of transgressions." 
The law was added or appended. 1 It was a separate subordi- 
nate institution, not an alteration of or addition to the original 
arrangement. Now, in what way was it added? The question 
is easily answered. The revelation of justification by believing, 2 
which was substantially the same revelation that was made to our 
lirst, parents after the fall, was given to Abraham, and was to 
be preserved by his descendants. This was a sacred deposit 
which they were to preserve pure and entire, till the great De- 
liverer, to whom it referred, should make bis appearance. To 
this revelation, termed " the promise," committed to the Israelites, 
" the law " was added or appended. God, wdio gave the promise 
to Abraham, thought tit, at least tour hundred and thirty years 
after, to impose the law on his posterity. 

For what reason was it imposed"? It was, "because of trans- 
gressions." 3 This passage has very generally been considered as 
parallel with the declaration of the apostle,- — '' Moreover, the law 
entered that the offence might abound," 1 and has been very 
variously interpreted. The ordinary interpretation is very well 
given by Barnes. " The meaning is, that the law was given to 
show the true nature of transgressions, or to show what was sin. 
It was not to reveal a way of justification, but it was to disclose 
the true nature of sin ; to deter men from committing it ; to de- 
clare its penalty ; to convince men of it, and thus to be ' ancil- 
lary ' to, and preparatory to, the work of redemption through the 
Redeemer. This is the true account of the law of God as given 
to apostate man, and this use of the law still exists." 6 It is 
strange that so acute an interpreter did not see that the clause, 
u till the seed should come," is quite inconsistent with this exegesis. 

1 irpoaeTcSrj, not Sitraxflt}. s 17 eirayytKia, 

3 X"?'"' from the full phrase fit x<*P lv — mxpafiatreav, = &p.apnov—apHp- 
rwutrw. This stal.eniee.f puts -.1.1 in mini; of (1 e words of the Greek poet . 
" SI itbs wovijpuv f'arh ilii$pamiiv •jivais 
To irvfoXo)', oi yap !iv hot eBe^ft) v6pov." 
* Rom. v. 20. 

1 Barnes, in loc. Pareus, in the maimur of his age, says that the law was 
yivuii X'^i"-" "<i;jir,3nV<iji\ i! (l) ad triLn^rsj&sionOK niiLiiifestandaS ; (2) ad 
inui-jTLT.-diini'.-: laohiboiulas : {?,) Lid 1 ran-;; ivs;-ioiaes pimieiuks: (4) ad trasis- 
ugendas et irritandas." 
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If " the law," referred to could do all this, " why," as Kiecaltmni 
shrewdly rerparks, " why was it limited to the time that the Seed 
should come who had the promised blessing to bestow, as the 
apostle plainly says it was'?" Without noticing any more of the 
different ways in which these words have been explained, I shall 
state as clearly and briefly as I can what appears to me to be the 
apostle's meaning. 

" The transgressions," on account of which the law was added 
refer, I apprehend, to the criminal conduct of the Israelites, 
which rendered the introduction of such a system as the law 
necessary in order to the attainment of the great object of the 
covenant about Christ, and justification by faith through him. 
This arrangement was first made known in the first promise, but 
from the prevalence of human depravity, it seems to have been 
in the course of ages almost entirely forgotten. "All flesh cor- 
rupted its way on the earth." 1 The deluge swept away the 
whole inhabitants of the ancient world, with the exception of 
one family, among whom the true religion was preserved. In 
the course of no very long period, the great body of their descen- 
dants, the inhabitants of the new world, became idolaters. To 
prevent the utter extinction from among mankind of the know- 
ledge of God and the way of obtaining his favour, Abraham was 
called, and a plainer revelation made to him of the Divine pur- 
poses of mercy, and his descendants by Isaac and Jacob chosen 
as the depositaries of this revelation, till He should come to whom 
the revelation chiefly referred. In consequence of the descen- 
dants of Jacob coming clown into Egypt, they gradually con- 
tracted a fondness for Egyptian superstitions, and were fast 
relapsing into a state of idolatry, which must soon have termin- 
ated in their being lost among the nations, and the revelation 
with which they were entrusted being first corrupted and then 
forgotten, when God raised up Moses as their deliverer, brought 
them out of Egypt, and placed them under that very peculiar 
order of things, which we commonly term the Mosaic law — an 
order of things admirably adapted to preserve them a distinct 
and peculiar people — and by doing so, to preserve the revelation 
of mercy through the Messiah, of which they were the de- 
positaries, and to prepare abundant and satisfactory- stores of 
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evidence and illustration when the great Deliverer appeared — 
evidence that he was indeed the person to whom the hopes of 
mankind had from the beginning been directed, and illustration 
iVTiili't'ing in some measure level to human apprehension what 
otherwise would have been unintelligible. 1 

Every person acquainted with the principles of depraved 
human nature, and with the history of the Jews at and subse- 
quent to their deliverance from Egypt, will sec that their 
"transgressions" rendered some such arrangement as the Mosaic. 
law absolutely necessary, on the supposition that the Messiah 
was not to appear for a course of ages, and that the revelation 
of salvation through him was to be preserved in the world by 
means of the Jewish people. We are not so much, if at all, to 
consider the Mosaic law as a punishment for the transgressions of 
the descendants of Abraham. We are rather to consider it as 
the means which their transgressions rendered necessary in order 
to secure the object of their being chosen to be God's peculiar 
people. To be preserved from being Involved in the ignorance, 
and idolatry, and vice in which the surrounding nations were 
sunk, was a blessing, at whatever expense it might be gained. 
At the same time, had it not been for the transgressions of the 

l«f;u lit— ;. lli- in-.r- *].niln .1 H, I I- Ii.il n M',- •■• l r a tiling 

under which Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob were placed, might, 
have been continued, and the law as a distinct order of tilings 
never have existed because never needed. 

The law was for this reason added, ■'' till the seed should come 
to whom the promise was made." 3 I have already stated my 
reasons for understanding " the seed" here of the Messiah, and 
of course rendering the words " till the seed should come, in 
reference to whom the promise was made." The promise re- 
ferred to is, "in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed" — a promise made not to the Messiah, but in reference to 
the Messiah. 3 This view of the law being rendered, by the trans- 
gressions of the Israelites, necessary to preserve them a separate 
people, and to gain the ends connected with this till the coming 
i-t tli. >!#• ..lull, uli-ii lli- n-.'C. -.i-ily n|' tin -i.' . I lliiij; I. ■J-l 

1 Theophylact has given the meaning very well: " i™ air't x«W<w t"ij 
rots 'iinifiut'otf kuXiJiui/ jrapa^alveiv Tivas yoSt jw cvroXitw, fl (ij; Kai jraaas. 
3 "XP K °^J = ^" Te Sio/aeWi" &XP 1 - 
3 Storr very well renders it, " Ad quern promissio spectabat." 
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cease, exactly corresponds with what the apostle afterwards says 
of the Israelitish people, as " kept " imprisoned, confined, " shut 
up" ' by the law." 8 

The apostle adds that this law was " orditined s by angels." 
The word translated " ordain," means to arrange, to appoint, to 
establish. The law was ordained or established by Jehovah 
himself as its author. All its particular injunctions are intro- 
duced with, " And the Lord spoke to Moses." But while it was 
ordained by God as its author, it was ordained through the 
instrumentality of angels. Michaclis 1 supposes the reference to 
be to winds and flashes of lightning, which he, following a mis- 
taken exegesis, considers as termed "angels" in Psalm civ. 4, 
There canbe no reasonable doubt that the reference there and here 
is to angels in the ordinary sense of the term. Some have been 
disposed to understand the words as meaning, nt was established ii\ 
the presence of angels.' The particle here translated by s has cer- 
tainly this meaning in 2 Tim.ii. 2, "before many witnesses."* We 
are rather disposed to understand it in its ordinary meaning of in- 
strumentality—" through means of." That angels were somehow 
or other employed in the giving of the law, there seems no reason 
to doubt. 7 There is, indeed, nothing said about them in the 
nineteenth chapter of Exodus; but in the thirty-third chapter of 
Deuteronomy, verse 2, Jehovah is said to have come with " ten 
thousand of his holy ones." In the sixty-eighth Psalm, verse 17, 
we have these words, " The chariots of God are twenty thousand, 
even thousands of angels : the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in 
the holy place." Stephen in his speech before the Sanhedrim says 
that the Israelites received the law by "the disposition of angels;"" 
and the apostle in the Epistle to the Hebrews, calls the law « the 

1 irppavpoipx&a (n>y*e«:JlM<rpeW * Gal. iii. 23. 3 Siarayti!. 

1 Introd. v. iv. p. 223. s 8w. 

8 fiifi noWup papripaiv. Philo uses the word in the same sense : " kXiuW 
6iu iiapTvpiav?' — 'to weep before witnesses.' 

7 The Rabbins, who are much in the way of " intruding into things which 
they have not seen," tell us that Moses was so frightened by these "angebs 
thno.ris.et ange'.os siuluris, et angebs tremoris, et angebs Irepidatbnis," (.hat 
after being taught, the hiv for forty days by Cod. coming down among these 
angels, lie entirely forgot it; and find called to him Jefiria. tlie an^el of Ibr 
law, who delivered it in good order to Moses, and all the rest of the angels 
became good friends with him.— Pesnckta, R. f, 35,4; Talb.it Rvt>e.ni,i. 107. 
3; apud "Wetstein. a e ; s StllT aym AyytKmr. 
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word spoken by angels." ' It seems doubtful lor what purpose the 
apostle brings lor ward this fact. It appears to me probable that he 
introduces it. as characteristic of the law, which was not a method 
of reconciliation, but a transaction showing that Goil was displeased 
with Israel for their transgression. 2 The supplement and it was is 
an unhappy one. It is not needed to bring out the sense; it rather 
obscures it, breaking the close connection with the statement in 
the first clause. Perhaps there is a tacit contrast as to the man- 
ner in which the promise was given, "not by the ministry of 
angels." not " by the hands of a mediator," in the same sense as 
the law was. God conversed with Abraham as with a Mend; 
and if an angel spoke the promise after the intended sacrifice of 
Isaac, it, was the angel of .Jehovah's presence- -the angel in whom 
Jehovah's name was, the amjal of Jehovah. It is obviously the 
apostle's design to e\alt the -pro-m-wi: viewed alongside of the law. 
The promise is first, the law second in order. The promise is 
the principal transaction, the law is secondary and subservient. 
The promise speaks of nothing but blessing. The law is "added 
because of transgressions," and curses transgressors. The promise 
is for ever ; the law only " till the seed should come." The 
promise was made directly by God ; the law "given by angels." 
The promise was given directly to Abraham— God speaks to him 
as a man with his friend; the law to Israel by the hand of a media- 
tor, the people not, being able to bear the things which were 
spoken. He conies to them not as to Abraham, as a man comes 
to converse with his friend, but in awful majesty as an offended, 
though still merciful and placable sovereign. If it be admitted, as 
has been supposed with considerable appearance of probability 
that angels were the agents of the Divinity in the production of 
those terrific phenomena with which the giving of the law was 
attended, this view of the matter acquires increased plausibility. 
The law was not only ordained by angels, but also "in the 
hand of a mediator." s " In the hand " is just a Hebraism 4 for 

1 XoAij&lt Si' tyy£\ a p. Heb. ii. 2. 

2 Tliis reference is more obvious if tlie words (<%>it ov eA0>? rA <rmppa « 
ini/yyeXTin) be included in a parenthesis. — " II was added because of trans- 
gressions, SmTaye'is St ayyeXwv in y<ipi pcirirov-" S fv x*tpi (ifiriVou. 

' Luther seems not to have been a wan' of this when he wrote the following 
inii judicious note: — "Lexnon fuit poslta in manu nostra, ul nos earn iui- 
pleamus, sed in fiituri Christ i can: impleturi." 
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through, or by means of. 1 Though some learned inen have 
been of opinion that the mediator here mentioned is the Son 
of God, yet I think no reasonable doubt can be entertained 
as to its denoting Moses. Strictly speaking, Aaron, or rather 
tlie priesthood, was the mediator of the old covenant. It 
answers to the Great High Priest, 2 Mediator/ and Surety 1 
of the new covenant. But the reference seems here to the 
oiviup of the law; that was, by Moses. " The law- was given 
by Moses." s We know that the law, with the exception of one 
proclamation of the decalogue, was given through the medium 
of Moses." God speaks to Moses, and Moses to the people ; 
and this arrangement was entered into by the express request 
of the people themselves. The following is the inspired ac- 
count of this circumstance, " And all the people saw the 
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, 
and the mountain smoking : and, when the people saw it, they 
removed, and stood afar oil'. And they said unto Moses, Speak 
thou with us, and we will hear : but let not God speak with 
us, lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not : 
for God is come to prove von, and th.'it. his tear mav be before 
your iac.es, that ye sin not. And the people stood afar off: and 
Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was." 7 
Moses himself says, " I stood between the Lord and you at that 

This statement seems plainly introduced as characteristic of 
the economy. The existence of a mediator is certainly no 
proof that a dispensation is not a dispensation of mercy, for 
the new covenant has a mediator. But the facts connected 
with the law being given by the hand of Moses as a mediator. 
plainly show that the law was not, in its literal meaning and 
direct object, a revelation of the way of obtaining the Divine 
favour. 

1 -Pa. Hag. i. 1. Hos. xii. 11. Exod. ix. 35; xxxv. 29. Acts v. 12 ; 
vii. 35; xv. 23. 

5 apxttpt UI" jieo-irijE. eyyvas. 

1 John i. 17. e astral nw-p ia» *3:n. Deut. v. 5, 

'Exod. xx. 18-21. 

B Deut. v. S. Exod. xx. 19. Barnes loans to the opinion that the mediator 
here in Christ. He gives, tour reasons for Uns kilning, but they do not appear 
nitisi:u'i.iir_\ : ii^note, in.uvever, is well worth reading. Philn, VU. Mos., calls 
Moses jMO-tnjr. 
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Hitherto all is comparatively plain arid easy. The law was 
never intended as a means of justification. It was a means, 
rendered necessary by the sins of the Israeli tish people, of gain- 
ing the accomplishment of the promise; and the circumstances 
of its revelation, so different from all the revelations of the 
scheme of mercy, mark its character. 

But while there is little difficulty in apprehending either the 
meaning of the terms or their bearing on the apostle's object 
in the verse we have considered, there is extreme difficulty of 
both kinds in reference to the short verse which immediately 
follows, one of t.lie most perplexing passages in the whole " Book 
of God." 

" Now a mediator is not a mediator of one ; but God is one." ' 
Perhaps no passage in Scripture has received so many interpre- 
tations as this. Winer says they were about 250 when he 
wrote some twenty years ago, and the number has since been 
considerably increased. Who does not see in this an illustration 
of the honour done to the Ward of God ? On what other book 
would the same amount of time, and mental labour, and literary 
attainment, have been expended for the illustration of an occa- 
sional remarks 2 

The causes of the diversity of sentiment are various. Some 
suppose the apostle to speak in his own person ; others consider 
cither the whole verse, or at any rate the first part of it, as the 
words of an objector. Some by the mediator understand any 
mediator ; others Moses ; others Christ. Some understand 
"one" 3 as a substantive ; others as an adjective which requires a 
substantive to be supplied to bring out the sense, and that sub- 



2 Scht>tt's remarks are very judicious : " Sermonem apostoli hoc loco ob- 
scuritate quadam premi, ex ipsa potissimum brevitate elocutionis oriimda, 
nemo facile infltias est iturus, quam post diversissdinii uxplioimdi tentaintna, 
quorum Humerus ducentas ct quinquaginta interpretationes excedit, nondum 
licnerit ojiisniiiiii ssiil.i>i:tlaii] ntabilire quam vel omnes, vel plurimi certe in- 
terpret.es satis luiUent cxploratiuu. Quanqusm biec sententianim diversity 
nequaquam ad ejusmodi molem excrevisaet interpret! admodum mokstam, 
nisii inter uos, qui in Into vuxato traciando vires in^iiii tentarent haud pauei 
exsiitisst'iit, qui magis pruritu quodam in medium profcrendi qua? speciem 
pm se ferrent novitatis quam studio veritatis e.t usu loqueudi, ex universa 
surmonis serie, ex indole doctriiue Paulina* aliunde cognita sincere explor- 
andie ducerentur." ' in6s. 
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stantive they have supplied very variously; some of one party; 1 
others of one seed: 2 others of one; law;' 1 others of one race; 1 others 
of one" thing, 6 etc. Some understand the assertion " is not of 
one" 3 of the person; others of the condition; others of the design 
and business of the mediator.' Some consider the last member 
of the sentence, "God is one," B as philosophical or dogmatic; 
others as historical, looking to the times of Abraham, or of the 
giving of the law at Sinai. Luther's notion is quite singular,— 
" God offendeth no man, and therefore needeth no mediator ; 
but we offend God, and therefore we need a mediator." The 
mode of connecting the passage has also given origin to diversity 
of view respecting its meaning. 

Before inquiring particularly into the meaning of these words, 
there are two remarks which we must make and carry along 
with us, and which may probably be of some use in the subse- 
quent discussions, if not in enabling us to discover the truth, at 
least in preserving us from falling into error. The first refers to 
the words themselves, and the second to the principle on which 
they must be interpreted. The repetition of the word " a media- 
tor" is not in the original. It is marked as a supplement by our 
translators. The original text literally runs— "Now a"— or 
(he — "mediator is not of one." 3 

The second observation to which I solicit attention is that the 
words musl contain in them some statement which lays a founda- 
tion for the conclusion which the apostle deduces from them in 
the next verse, to wit, 'that the law is not against the promises 
of God.' However plausible in other respects an inter] notation 
may be, it cannot be the just one if it does not bring out a sense 
which justifies the apostle's inference. 

The almost innumerable opinions of interpreters as to the 
meaning of these words may be all reduced to two classes, — 
those in which the words " Now a mediator is not of one," are 
understood as a general proposition, true of all mediators, and 
applied by the apostle in the course of his reasoning to the sub- 
ject before him ; and those in which they are considered as a 
particular statement, referring exclusively and directly to the 
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mediator spoken of in the close of the l'Jth verse, by whose 
hands the law was given. 

Those who are agreed in opinion that the words arc a general 
proposition, differ widely in the way in which they understand 
it, and in which they make it bear on the apostle'.- argometrl. 
( hie chess consider the wonlh as equivalent to—' Now a mediator 
does not belong to a state of unity or agreement. The use of a 
mediator seems to intimate that the parties between whom he 
mediates are not at one.' This mode of interpretation labours 
under great difficulties. For, first, it is not true that the use 
of a mediator necessarily supposes disagreement. There are 
causes of the use of a mediator besides this. God continues to 
deal with those with whom He is reconciled through a mediator. 
And secondly, it breaks the connection between the two clauses 
of the verse, which obviously is very intimate. 

Another class consider the words as equivalent to — ' a media- 
tor does not belong exclusively to one party; a mediator belongs 
to both parties ;' and they consider the apostle a.s arguing thus : 
' No man can be a mediator who is not appointed by both parties, 
There were two parties in the original agreement — God and the 
spiritual seed of Abraham. Moses was indeed appointed by 
God ; but God was but one of the parlies, so that whatever such 
a mediator could do could not affect the interests of the other 
party.' This, though supported by such names as Pareus, 
Capillus, Locke, Whitby, Chandler, is anything' but satisfactory, 
because in the appointment of the Great Mediator of the better 
covenant j God alone was concerned. 1 

1 Storr, who considers o /irrri'njs as equivalent to 'every mediator,' applies 
this principle, in a way peculiar to bim,e'f, to the interpretation of I lie pas- 
sage. In support of his view of 6 /ietriTjjs, lie appeals to o iii<rPm-r<':;, John 
x. 12, which proves that, so far as the word is concerned, he may be right. 
" A. mediator is not of one." In liny i.ra.nsui'lion in which tilt-re is a medial or, 
there are two employed, — the auihnr of i'ne transaction, and the mediator he 
employs. Bat God, in jrjvinfr the promise, was one, alone; He had no one 
to conic between linn and Abraham; lie spoke to him as a man speaks to 
his friend. Compare Gen. xv. and Exod. xix., and see the r.iili-t'cnl diaiac ■ 
ters of the promise and the law. He refers to Josh. xxii. Hi! ami 1 Chron. 
xxix. 1 as proof that •» is used in this way: and to Mark ii. 7 as proof that 
eh is used in this sense. — Mark's el? beiu«- equivalent to Luke's fwunt, chap, 
v. 21. He considers it as the conclusion of the apostle's account of the 
character and design of the law, the object of which was to deepen the con- 
viction that it was not a method of justification. It was added to serve a 
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A third class consider the words as equivalent to — ' a mediator 
is not peculiar to this one dispensation. There have been various 
mediators, but there is but one God. The mediator may be 
changed, but God continues the same.' 

If obliged to choose a meaning from this class of interpretations, 
I should prefer this, which is that adopted by Cameron and 
Koppe. It is not peculiar- to the law to have a mediator ; other 
Divine dispensations have mediators also ; but while there may 
be different mediators, God is one, and therefore his dispensations 
must be all like himself— consistent. Judaism had its mediator; 
Christianity has its mediator; God is one- The same God ap- 
pointed both economies and their mediators; therefore they cannot 
be opposed to each other. But even this is not satisfactory. 
The objection to this meaning is a strong one— that the words 
do not naturally convey it. But I apprehend that an insuper- 
able objection lies against all the views of the passage which 
regard it as the announcement of a general proposition. The 
words of the original seem to me to oblige us to understand 
the mediator in the 20th verse as the mediator mentioned in 
the 19th. They literally are now the mediator, i.e. the medi- 
ator just mentioned, this mediator is not of one. 1 "We have 
thus narrowed the field of discussion to that class of interpre- 
tations in which the words are considered as a statement in 
reference to the mediator mentioned. But the field is still very 
extensive. 

Some consider the mediator by whose hands the law was 
given as Jesus Christ. Of those who take this view of the sub- 
ject, some regard the verse before us, not as consisting of two 
distinct yet connected propositions referring to different subjects, 
the one to the mediator, and the other to God, but as a con- 
tinued description of the mediator. They consider the apostle 

temporary purpose, and that a purpose of severity and restraint ; it was 
given amid terrific appearances produced by angels, and a mediator had to 
be employed to still the alarm of the people. But there was no mediator in 
the giving' of the promise: Jehovah was alone with Abraham, his friend. 
It is impossible to deny to this exegesis the praise of learned ingenuity; but, 
for reasons stated in the text, we cannot consider it as satisfactory. 

1 Had /laririji first occurred here, the article might only have expressed 
thai the person referred to was a mediator ; but there can be no reasonable 
doubt that grammar requires us to understand the 6 ptalr^s in the 20th 
verse, of the ^(uinjt in the 19th. 
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as saying, ' the;, law was given by a mediator — Jesus Christ — 
and tlitx mediator is no inferior being, is not the subject or pro- 
perty of Him who is one, but he is the one God himself.' To 
state this exegesis, though it has been held by learned men,' is 
to refute it. 

It is a much more plausible view of the subject which those 
give who consider the apostle as saying, 'The law was given by 
the hand of the mediator — of Jesus Christ, the great mediator. 
Now he is not the mediator of this one dispensation only ; he is 
the mediator also of the better covenant, and God is one. It is 

lit- lllli' G.-J tvb<. ;.'■•-■ ill pi'-llll -l Jll'l V.|i- ,-I.J.Il ll-.| tlrt* 1;IU ; 

and it is the same mediator whom He employed in both eases. 
Can the law then be against the promise V This is an argument 
which hangs very well together ; but unhappily it is one which 
cannot be brought out of the words of the apostle. Christ is 
nowhere in Scripture called the mediator of the law. " The 
word" inav be considered ratliet; as the giver of the law than the 
mediator through whom it was given ; and if the reference had 
been to Christ, the language in the 19th verse would not have 
been a mediator, but the mediator, if not the apostle's expression 
elsewhere, "the one mediator between God and men."* This 
renders it unnecessary to examine more particularly the follow- 
ing view, which otherwise might appear plausible — ' Now the 
mediator, Jesus Christ, does not belong exclusively to one part 
of the human race — he is the mediator of man, of both the great 
divisions of mankind ; even as God is the one God, the God 
equally of Gentiles and Jews.' 

We have thus still further narrowed the field of discussion. 
We have now only — taking tor granted thai the mediator is 
Moses — to seek for a meaning which the words of the apostle 
will bear, and which will support his conclusion, that "the law 
is not"— cannot be — " against the promises of God." One of the 
most judicious of the ancient interpreters 3 thus comments on the 
text, — " But Moses was not the mediator of one, for he mediated 
between God and the people; but God is one. He gave the 
promise to Abraham; He appointed the law ; and He lias shown 
to us the fulfilment of the promise. It is not one God who did 
one of these things, and another another. It is the same God 

1 e.g. Wesselius. 3 1 Tim. ii. 5. * Theodoret. 
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who is the author of all these dispensations." This is, upon the 
whole, excellent sense ; it gives substantially the meaning of the 
second clause ; but it throws no light on the hearing of the two 
clauses on each other, or on the words, "Now the mediator is 
not of one," or on tile apostle's object. 

Some learned and judicious men have considered the apostle 
as saying. ' Now this Moses was not the mediator of the one, seed 
mentioned in the preceding contest.' Hut this is to. interpret 
the expression the " one seed" in a way which we have showed 
the apostle's argument will not warrant; for the one seed is 
Christ personally, 1 and besides breaks the connection between 
the two clauses of the verse. It is impossible to make sense of 
the words 'that mediator did not belong to the one seed, Jesus 
Christ.' 

The following view of the passage, though by no means clear 
of objections, seems to me, upon the whole, the most probable 
that has been given. If the first part of the verse be read 
interrogatively, and if the word one be understood, not numeri- 
cally, but morally, as signifying, uniform and unchangeable, 
always self-consistent, a plain meaning may be deduced from the 
words — the two clauses will be found naturally to follow each 
other — and a broad and solid foundation to be laid for the con- 
clusion which the apostle draws in the first clause of the 21st 
verse, ' The Jaw was given by the hands of Moses as a mediator. 
But was he not the mediator of Ilhn who is one and the same 
for ever? Now God, who appointed Moses mediator, is one and 
the same — unchanged, unchangeable. Can, then, the law be 
against the promises of God V 2 Moses was not the author of the 
law, he was hut the mediator. The law was God's Saw, and 



1 If this difficulty could be got over, the iiiterpn-tatiuji 1ms much to recom- 
mend it. It dovetails into the sueeooiifn-- clause, and lays a I'd inula tier, tor 
the apostle's inference. ' The mediator of the law, Moses, was the mediator 
of the Jews, not of the one seed consisting of tin' Jens and Gentiles. But 
God is one God : lie stands in a enmmoo relal ion both io Jens mid Ueo tiles 
if they but believe. The law, then, heber a limited diroeo-ai.inn, does not 
inleHcre veth Uie iin.nni^e, tdiicb is unrestricted.' Tni-. exposition lias full 
justice done to it- by Nosselt. 

* 6 fle seems to stand fir olros Sf, as it frequently does in the gospels. 
The word cic is taken not numerically, 1ml moially — otic and the same, self- 
consislent. inmiiita.ble. This is the iiiKrjireblion given by S, F, N. Morns 
in his Acrvnseit, p, 67, 
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Moses was God's mediator : the one was enjoined, the other 
appointed, by Him. The promise is his promise. Be eannot by 
his law contradict: his promise. He is one and the same ; always 
like himself. The two divine institutions, the law and the pro- 
mise, cannot be inconsistent, coming, as they do, from the im- 
mutable God. 1 The apostle had already shown in another way 
that the promise was not made void by the law ; now he proves 
the same thing by tho immutability of God, their common 
author . 

This mode of interpretation has the advantage, that the sense 
it attaches to the words is true in itself, and exactly suits the pur- 
pose of the apostle's argument. The interrogative form given to 
the words is not foreign from the apostle's usage. The word one 
is explained in the same sense in both clauses of the verse, and 
the connection of the clauses is kept up. The principal dillienliies 
arise from the present tense being used where we would have 
looked for the imperfect, 2 and from the meaning, certainly un- 
usual, given to the word one. That the meaning, though unusual, 
is not unexampled, will appear from the following passages, — 
Gen. xli. 25 ; Lev. xxiv. 22 ; 1 Cor. xii. 11.* 

I cannot say with confidence that this is the meaning of the 
inspired writer ;* but it appears to me the most probable sense 
which has yet been given to his words.* To suppose with 
Michael is, in direct opposition to all critical evidence, that the 



1 " 'AftpaiifL Sua viovs Zaxtv, eW *k TraiSio-Ki}?, ku\ tW e£ (\w6ip<iv iridic 
Be fio-t Sua Biadijmi' asirnef) aZv inel Sidipojioi /liv at yvvaiitis, tic £t h asi^h 
iivriii Km ivTlliiSa dio (I(V ai cWJiJKQl, lis fie h POpoOcTris" — (.']]li»liK'r. in. 

Matth. Horn. xvi. 

o Be /ifcrinjt ivas ouk etrnr instead of A Be jittri-njs fv&s ovk rpr 

s It is a just observation of Schott, that though tic iWs mil jjiupri-U Eomii'v 
immutable, yet the idea of constancy and self-consistency is naturally enough, 
in certain cases, connected with its proper si^niiiral.iou, Horn. iii. SO; Phil. 
i. 27. 

4 With Pareus I would say, " Licet hie ftiix 11 "" Assuredly ibis W one of 
the passages to which Jerome's remark is applicable : — " Lieere aliquando 
etiaui "I'tiraiv * Sathnlkw Wiiuia; inlcnirclilms tt 'li.'fi.-n.-.. iri I n.;« Milva Ijlui ciim- 
page in latitudine charitatis dissentire ab mviccni."— Contra Fdag. cap. ii. 
* Upon the whole, I am obliged to adopt the words of Borger: "Neque 
ulliis ex tat in universo Novo Testamento locus qui tantum exereuit 
virorum doctorum ingenia quantum hie versiculus, neque nos quid de loci 
c-ujiisiiani nit stiituciiduni sensu lam dubios harrere mmiiimiiuj qiiiim ij^ii i 1 1 Li 1 1 

de hoc loco." 
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passage is spurious, is a very unjustifiable mode of cutting the 
knot. 1 What is so difficult to us might be, probably was, per- 
fectly plain to the Galatians, calling up a train of thought 
which the apostle, by his discourses when with them, had made 
familiar to their minds. 2 

3. The lawnot contrary, lid sulisernent, to the promise. 

The conclusion which the apostle draws from these statements, 
with regard to the design and circumstances of the giving of the 
Mosaic law, is contained in the first clause of the next verse, and 
is couched in the form of an interrogation, — " Is the law then 
against the promises of God? 3 God forbid ;" * or rather, " Let it 
not be, by no means." 

To those at all acquainted with the apostle's mode of writing, 
it is needless to remark that these words are just equivalent to a 
very strong negation. ' The law is not opposed to the promise.' s 
On the contrary, he has showed that the law is subservient to 
the promise : that it was added to secure the fulfilment of the 
promise ; and that it proceeds from the same author as the pro- 
mise, who is one and the same — "Jehovah, who changes not;" 
" the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

What a sad aptitude is there in our depraved nature to mis- 
apprehend the design of the gifts and works of God, and to per- 

1 " It is to be observed (what is a rarity in the ease of important and 
difficult passages) that rot one various voiding occurs in all the MS.S. and 
critical authorities. This is a proof that the copyists were very careful in 
transcribing the passage; and, on account of its dogmatical imimportiimr. 
they had no interest to make any alteration."— Olsrat;st:k. Bert-hold's 
interpretation is very extraordinary. He understands "of one" as referring 
to Abraham, who, Isa. li. 2, is called irntn. Moses was not Abraham's 
mediator 1 1 

a Scbott, Gomm. in Ep. ad Gahit. ad loc. 452-467. Koppe, Nov. Test, 
vol. vi. Exc. vii. pp. 129-136. Borger, 219-235. Winer, Exc. iii. pp. 110- 
118. Bloomfield, N. T. vol. ii. 274-276. Nosselt, Ej.-c.rckt. p. 145. Ilmiitz, 
Cwimi-iit'tlk' Ifixtoi'ico-Ezc-ictica, qua plv.rhnon.im de loco I'aidi, Gal. iii. 
20; sententiin txanvi 'iiitlir- nviaqur, njm iii'.rrprepxlin dnita-ta. Weigand, Ob- 
fcnyi.lt. nd loo. I'auli -itobit-iss. Ep. ad Gal. Anton. Disp. locus Ep. ad 
Gal. iii. 2i.) : cri'icr, hist-orku, r-t cj-eoctice tractates. Keilii Gamme-ida-iia d,- 
hoe loco, tres partes. 

' So as tcarapyeiv, — ' make them of none effect.' * 'fat nard twos — ad- 
versari.— Malth. xii. 30; Gal. v. 23; Rom. viii. 31. 

* jiq yivoiro. Gal. iii. 21. 

» « Distulit Ueus promissum, non abstulit." — Gbotius. 
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vert that to our destruction which was meant for our salvation, 
rendering such an exuberance of illustration necessary to prevent 
fatal mistake as to the purpose of "the law!" 

The apostle proceeds to show that as the law was not, could 
not be, against the promise, so it was altogether unfit to serve 
the purpose of the promise. If the law had been so constituted 
as that through it guilty men might have obtained life or happi- 
ness, there might have been some plausibility in supposing that 
it should have taken the place of the promise. But since the 
very reverse of this is the case, its great use is not to take 
the place of the promise, but to evince the necessity of the 
promise. 

" For if there had been a law given which could have given 
life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the 
Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith 
of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe." 1 

It is plain that the apostle's object is to show from the design 
of the law, that it is not inconsistent with the promise ; and his 
argument in the passage just read seems to me to be this,—' If 
a law had been given which furnished all the means necessary 
for making men really and permanently happy, then in that 
case, justification by law — legal justification— restoration to the 
Divine favour, on the ground of something done by the sinner, 
would have been a possible thing. In this case there would have 
been a practicable legal way of justification by working— differ- 
ent from, and opposed to, the gratuitous method of justification 
by believing, made known in the promise. But no such law has 
been given. Neither the law of nature nor the law of Moses is 
such a law ; for the Scriptures represent all men as violators of 
the law under which they are placed— of course not justified but 
condemned ; and thus it appears that the promised blessing can 
be obtained in no other way than as a free gift to be received by 
believing.' Let us endeavour to make it evident that this im- 
portant and conclusive argument is indeed expressed by the 
apostle in the words under consideration. 

The connective particle "for" 3 may either be understood, as it 
often must, as a mere connective equivalent to, indeed, farther, 
, as intimating that the words which follow contain 
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in them a corroboration of the sentiment just stated, that the law 
is not against the promises of God. 

A law that could give life 1 is, in scripture language, a law 
which could secure happiness — true permanent happiness. 2 To 
understand the apostle, we must recollect that he is speaking of 
mankind in their present guilty and depraved state. To secure 
the happiness of innocent creatures, a law distinctly pointing 
out to them what to do and what to avoid, is quite snflicient. 
Such a law was imposed on the angels ; such a law was imposed 
on man at his creation. It has heen found sufficient for its 
purpose in the case of the angels; and but for man's fault, 
it would have been found sufficient in his case too. But a law 
which is capable of giving life to mankind in their fallen state, of 
run king them truly and eternally happy, must, while it is quite 
practicable on his part to yield obedience to it, make provision 
for rendering his happiness [■■(insistent with the perfections of the 
Divine character and the principles of the Divine government, 
and for effecting such a change in his character as shall make 
him susceptible of happiness in the onlyform, that of holiness, in 
which it becomes God to bestow it on Ins intelligent creatures. 

" If such a law was given, verily," says the apostle, " righte- 
ousness would have been by the law," or rather, " by law." 3 
" Jiighte.ousness" 4 here, as in most other parts of the epistle, is 
justification. If such a law had heen given, then justification by 

l:i.,, -I 1-j.ril |H(ih- ili"U in i.pp<r-*rh..n itn I 

would have been a possible thing. A law, by obedience to which 
the sinner could have made atonement for his past offences and 
secured those Divine influences which are necessary to make him 
holy, and thus obtained for himself true and permanent happiness 
— a law of this kind would certainly have furnished the means of 
justification ; and they who were justified in this way would have 
had no need of that gratuitous justification by believing made 



1 {Svydpevot (JoioTroiijo-ai. 

1 The Hebrew B"n often signifies happiness, in all the extent of that word. 
— Psal. xxxiv. 13; Prov. iv. 22. Zw) is ofte:i, cspecial'v by John and Paul, 
lised in the same extensive signification, of the liispiiv o:nn!ii.ion of those who 
are the objects of the Divine favour, both on earth and in heaven. — John 
v. 24 ; 1 John iii. 14 ; Gal. vi. 8; Rom. vi. 23 ; John vi. 53 ; Rom. vii. 10 ; 
viii.2,6. 
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known in the promise. Such a law would have been against thy 
promises of God. It would have frustrated the grace of God. 1 

But no such law has been given. 2 No such law could have 
been given. This sentiment, though not expressed in so many 
words, is obviously implied in the apostle's statement. "If there 
had been," etc. Neither the law of nature nor the law of Moses 
was such a law. They make no provision for efficacious atone- 
ment for past offences, or for that change of character which is 
necessary to prevent new offences. They show us what is right 
and what is wrong ; and tell us that obedience, if it is perfect in 
every point of view, will secure reward, and that disobedience 
will incur punishment. But they do not, they cannot, give life ; 
they do not, they cannot, justify. 

So far from that, " the Scripture hath concluded * all under 
sin." "Sin"* is here, as in many other parts of the apostle's 
writings, equivalent to 'guilt,' exposure to punishment on ac- 
count of sin. To be " under sin," s is just, in other words, to be 
guilty, or, condemned. The apostle says, " the Scripture," i. e. 
the old Testament Scriptures, " hath concluded," or shut up, a 
" all," both Jews and Gentiles, " under sin." Guilt is here con- 
sidered as a mighty tyrant, under whose power "all" 7 men are 

1 " The law would be opposed to the promises if it had the power of justi- 
fying; for there would he two opposite methods of justifying a man— two 
separate roads towards the attainment of righteousness. But Paul refuses 
to the law such si power, so that the contradict ion is removed. 'I would 
admit.' k:i>s lit 1 , ' that righteousness is obtained by the law, if salvation were 
found in it.' But where is such a law ?" — Calvin. 

s As Bengel says, " Lex vellet, sed non potest." To justify, to sanctify, is 
to aSivarov tov mi/iov — an impossibility to the law; for auBevt't 6ta rijs 
{TapKus— " it is weak through the desk" Kom. viii. 3. 

3 "Aliquid dicitur furi. vol aijf.re quiim'lo /■"■turn esse vel actum aliquid 
declarat. 2 Cor. iii. 6; Rom. iv. If " 



apapTia. . >"P apapnav. 

8 ovyKb-fittv, ' to shut up together,' or ' to shut up on all sides.' It is ap- 
plied to cities whose gates arc closed and walls guarded, or surrounded by a 
besieging army. Josh, vi. 1; Is. xlv. 1. It is used of things collected iogeilier, 
and kid up tor a particular purpose, Luke v, G ; Eeclus. xxix. 12. It is also 
employed to denote those who are hound or kept in chains, Job viii. 8. 
Hence it comes to sanity, ' to deliver up to the power of,' ' to make entirely 
dependent on,' followed by lis ti, or int6 n. Psal. xxxi. 8 ; lxxviii. 50. 

7 ra iravra, emphatically, for ndvTas AjiBpaaeovs. Theodore t thus e 
it : " SiijXsylf yap 17 Bfin ypaiprf Kni rove irpu vofiau, Ka'c Toils iv v6) 

pani-icl passage. 
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confined, shut up. ' To shut tip,' is equivalent here to, ' to show, 
to prove, to be shut up." The Scriptures distinctly state, that 
all men, both Jews and Gentiles, are imprisoned, as it were, 
under guilt— are condemned criminals. 2 The law under which 
either Jews or Gentile3 have been placed, so far from giving 
them life, delivers them over to death ; so far from pisHi'vin^, 
condemns them. The best illustration of the apostle's declara- 
tion, that all men are shut up under sin, and that, t lie Scripture .says 
so, is to be found in the concluding part of the first chapter of 
the K|iistle to the Romans, the whole of the second chapter, and 
the first part of the third chapter: the substance of which is, 'It 
is obviously the uniform doctrine of Scripture, that the whole 
world is become guilty before God.' It is plain that the law of 
Moses cannot— that no law that had been given, that can be given 
to a being like fallen man can — come in competition with the 
way of justification indicated in the promise made known in 
the gospel. Law in every form, so far from being fitted to take 
the place of the promise or the gospel, only proves the necessity 
of some such plan of salvation as they reveal, if man is to be 
saved at all. 

This is what the apostle states in the close of the 22d verse, 
" that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ may be given to 
them that believe." " The promise," is plainly the blessing 
promised ; the same thing as the blessing of Abraham, justifica- 
tion — restoration to the Divine favour. 3 This promised blessing 
is by believing. It is obtained not by working, but by believing 
on Him who justifies the ungodly. It was bestowed on believing 
Abraham, and it is promised to all believers who are his spiritual 
children. 

The particle " that" * either states the design of the Scriptures 
concluding all men under sin, or the consequence of its doing so. 
The Scriptures declare all men condemned on account of sin, 
that it might be, or so that it is, evident that if men are justified at 
all, that blessing originally promised to believers must be be- 
stowed as a free gift on men, not purchasing it for themselves by 

1 As Glasaius sa 

2 We have the a 
imeiBtuiv, tva roiis nuvras During. 

1 The phrase, i) t-nayyikia « Triirm.n-. is C([iiiva!cnt 1 
'• Tt]ii M TTi'o-rsiur Xp«TToC iutatovvvrfv." — Phil. iii. 9. 
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their services, but in the belief of the truth humbly and grate- 
fully receiving it. This is the true design of the law, whether 
that under which all men are placed, or that under which the 
Jewish nation was placed, to demonstrate I lie absolute necessity, 
if man is to be saved at all, of such a method of salvation as was 
dimly made known in the promise to Abraham, and which is now 
made manifest, being " witnessed by the law and the prophets," 

The statement contained in these words lias lost none of its 
truth or of its importance in the lapse of ages, and is just as 
closely connected with our duties and interests as with those of 
the (ialatians to whom it was originally made. We are indeed 
in no danger of reposing our hope of an interest in the Divine 
favour on our enjoyment of the privileges, or our performing the 
ritual observances, of the Mosaic economy. But we all are in 
imminent danger of building our expectations of final happiness 
on a foundation equally insecure. Are there not thousands and 
tens of thousands among us who arc flattering themselves that 
they are Christians, merely because they were born in a Christian 
land and baptised in the name of Jesus ? Are there not count- 
less multitudes who, without any reference whatever to the 
Saviour's atonement, on the ground of their comparative in- 
nocence or excellence, or of their repentance and reformation, or 
of their alms and their prayers, are expecting to obtain a share 
in the felicities of heaven ? And are there not countless multi- 
tudes more who, while they profess to depend on what the 
Saviour has done and suffered, look on his merits merely as an 
ample store out of which is to be supplied the deficiency in 
tiieir own deserts — relying a little on the Saviour, but prin- 
cipally on themselves? Indeed, are not by far the greater 
part of those who name the name of Jesus obviously ignorant 
and unbelieving respecting the very elementary principle of his 
religion, that " eternal life is the gift of God," and that men are 
■''justified iieely by God's grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus"? Are not the great majority even of those who 
appear to be religious, going about to establish their own method 
of justification, and obstinately refusing to submit to this Divine 
method of justification. They will do anything and everything 
rather than credit God's testimony concerning his Son, rely en- 
tirely on his finished work, and humbly and heartily accept of a 
full and free salvation. 
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To such persons we proclaim with the apostle, "If there had 
been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law." But no such law has been given. 
No such law could be given. You may indeed imagine remedial 
and reduced laws, and you may depend on your obedience to 
these laws, and cherish lively hopes of thus obtaining the Divine 
favour and everlasting happiness. But remember, God will ac- 
knowledge no law as his but that which He himself has promul- 
gated, and He will gratify no hopes but those which He himself 



May I be allowed to speak a parable on this subject ? A 
ship's crew mutinied n gainst their commander, who was the kings 
son ; and not only refused to obey him, but threw him overboard 
with the intention of depriving him of life. Feeling their situa- 
tion desperate, they commenced pirates, and while disorder and 
every evil work prevailed among themselves, they carried terror 
and misery over the ocean and into all the surrounding coasts. 
The prince, contrary to all probability, reached the shore in 
safety, and on arriving at his lather's palace, instead of urging 
the punishment of those who meant to murder him, employed all 
his influence, and with success, to induce his justly oileiided parent 
to lay aside all thoughts of vengeance, and even to despatch im- 
'■■-■Imi. It li-r.ll. ■( in •.!'■ v.-il-nn..' .> Ir— |..i l-ii (■■ tli-n. it'ih-.v 
would but acknowledge the prince as their saviour and ruler, and 
submit to be guided by him in all their future proceedings ; but 
reminding them that if they did not accede to this overture of 
mercy, sooner or later they must fall into the hands of some of 
his war-vessels, and must count on being dealt with according to 
the rigour of the law. On the messengers of mercy approaching 
the vessel, some of the most determined villains were for treating 
them as they had done their commander, but this proposal being 
overruled, they were taken aboard, and their sovereign's procla- 
mation was made in the hearing of the piratical rebels. Some 
mocked at it ; others said it was a stratagem to get them into the 
king's power ; and even the most sober thinking among them, 
though they were tired of this scene of discord and ravage, both 
in the vessel and when they were on the shore, said that really 
they could not give the king credit for such extraordinary kind- 
ness, nor bring their mind to acknowledge the authority of the 
prince, but that they would endeavour to behave better as 
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individuals, to establish hotter order in the ship, and to restrain 
their companions from those excesses of cniclty and rapine in which 
1,1 ley had formerly indulged, so that if the king's cruisers! should lay 
hold ot'tliem, as they feared migi it be the case, the king might be in- 
duced to pardon them, perhaps reward them for theirgood conduct. 
The time dreaded by them all at last arrived. Their vessel is 
boarded by the king's servants in irresistible force, and the whole 
crew are safely bulged in prison, and in due time brought before 
the king for judgment. With a calmness of inflexible deter- 
mination, more appalling than the most furious passion, the 
sovereign pronounces their sentence. 'You most causelessly 
violated your allegiance; you transgressed the law; you, in 
intention, murdered my son ; yet, on his intercession, I proifcreii 
you forgiveness — free, full forgiveness. You refused to give me 
credit for the generosity I manifested., and dishonoured me by 
supposing me false and malignant like yourselves. You per- 
sisted in contemning my authority and opposing my will. And 
even such of yon as have not run to the same enormity of 
licentiousness and cruelty, have formed laws to yourselves 
which ye have observed ; but my laws ye have not regarded. 
And you have trampled on my grace as well as my authority. 
You have spurned mercy on the only terms consistent with my 
honour to offer it ; and you have had the insufferable arrogance 
of attempting to dictate to me in what way I should bestow my 
favour. You have had your choice, and you must abide by it. 
As for those men who would not that I should reign over them, 
bring them forth and slay them before me.' 1 

Let the self-righteous sinner see, in a figure, the doom which 
awaits him if mercy prevent not. The law by which he must be 
judged is none of the laws of human device, but the law of God. 
By that law, "no flesh living can be justified." Let him be 
thankful that the promised blessing is still held forth as the 
gift of God to the believer in Jesus. The Scripture has shut 
us all up under sin, but it is that tfie promise may be given 
to us believing. This is the way — this is the certain, the only 
way — to justification and peace, to holiness and heaven. The 
oath which has secured that the believer shall enter, and that the 
unbeliever shall not enter, into God's rest, is unrepealed and mi- 
sted "by a passage in IV.lor's Mistvllimi^ms 
it find, on searching tor it toniakfart'ftTciito. 
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repealable. God grant that we all may seek and find this good 
old way, and walk in it, and find rest to our souls. 

The greater part of the apostle's answer to the question, 
" wherefore serveth the law," has hitherto been negative, except 
the statement, " it was added because of transgressions, till the 
Seed should come." The sum of wbat he has said is this, ' The 
law cannot, it never could, justify. It was never intended to 
serve this purpose.' In the words which follow, and which we 
consider to be just an expansion of the statement contained in 
the clause, " the law was added because of transgressions, until 
the Seed should come" in reference "to whom the promise was 
made," cte. the apostle states the purpose which the law was in- 
tended to serve, and which, in fact, it did serve ; and in making 
that statement he makes it evident, that to be under the law, 
though a great blessing to those who lived before the coming of 
the Messiah, was by no means a state to be envied by those who 
lived under his reign ; and that indeed the two states wore quite 
incongruous. 

i. State of the Church under the Law. 

" But before faith' came, we were kept under the law, shut up 
unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore 
the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Clirist, that we 
might be justified by faith." 2 

The first thing to be inquired into here is the meaning of the 
phrase, " the coming of faith." 3 Some interpreters understand 
by " faith " Jesus Christ, whom they represent as the object of 
faith, and consider the phrase, " before faith came," as synonymous 
with, " till the Seed should come." In strict propriety of language, 
it is not Jesus Christ personally considered, but the truth about 
Jesus Christ, which is the object of faith ; and though we have 
no doubt that the coming of the Seed, in reference to whom the 
promise was made, and the coming of faith, refer to the same 
period, yet it does not follow that the expressions arc synony- 
mous. The Son of God and the Messiah are descriptive deno- 
minations of the same individual, but they are by no means 
synonymous terms ; just as the prince of Wales, and the eldest 

'"Cave lie sic contextum ordints, ' Contliisi in earn fidem,' quasi in fide 
velut in carcere."— Lctheb, 1624. 
* Gal- iii. 23, 24. ' to Afciw rq* trbrrm. 
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son of the monarch of Great Britain, and the heir-apparent to 
the British throne, may all he descriptive appellations of the 
same individual, though each appellation has its own distinct 
siirni Meat ion. The departure of the sceptre from Judah and the 
coming of the Messiah, are descriptions of the same period ; but 
it would he absurd to say the two phrases mean the same thing. 
In the same manner, the coming of the Seed and the coming of 
faith refer to the same period, but it does not follow that the 
phrases are synonymous. 

By "faith" others understand the system or order of things in 
which faith is the grand mean? of justification. But this mode of 
ink' quotation is obviously inadmissible. For in this sense " faith" 
came immediately after the fall, or in the revelation of the first 
promise. There has been but one way of justifying sinners all 
along. Adam, if he was justified, as we have reason to hope he 
was, was justified by believing. Abraham was justified by be- 
lieving. It was true under the Old, as well as under the New 
Testament dispensation, that it was the person justified by faith 
that lived — enjoyed true happiness in the possession of the 
Divine favour, which is life. 

By faith, I apprehend we are to understand, not the act of 
believing, hut. the. revelation, believed, just as in our language we 
call the article which a man believes his creed, his belief, his 
faith. The expression literally rendered is, 1 the faith, and looks 
back to the phrase, faith of Christ, in the preceding verse. "Be- 
fore the faith of Christ came," is just equivalent to, ' before the 
Christian revelation was given.' 

Now, what was the state of the Jewish church previously to 
this period? "We," says the apostle, "were kept under the 
law shut up." The apostle in using the pronoun " we," plainly 
speaks of himself as belonging to the Jewish church previously 

1 Tr/v irianr. " mar. must be understood of the faith to he revealed as 
an object, not of the subjective state of faith." — Olshausen. " Jesus Christ 
and the apostles often sped; of ft. if h. or the fv.tit, and the truth indifferently. 
Johni. 17, ' Truth came by Jesus Christ:" Cal. iii, -'3, ' Titforu faith came;' 
verse 25, 'After faith is come;' John xvii. \[<,' Sa-ut-/ If,-/ Ihrou^h the truth;' 
Acts xxvi. 18, 'Sanctified by faith;' John xvi. 13, 'The Spirit of truth;' 
■2 Cor. iv. 13, 'The Spirit of faith;' John xviii. 37, 'Every one who is of 
the truth;' Gal. iii. 9, " They'that be of faith;' Acts vi. 7, ' Obedient to the 
faith;' 1 Pet. i. 22, ' Obeying the truth;' 2 Tim. i. 5, ' The unfeigned faith 
that is in thee ; ' 3 John 3, ' The truth that is in thee.' "— Sandeman. ' 
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to the coming of the Messiah. ' We Jews were kept under the 
law shut up,' or, ' shut up under the law.' 

It has heen common to c on neet the words "shut up" 1 with 
the concluding clause " to the faith," and to consider the words 
as conveying the idea, that the design and effect of the com- 
mands and threateningsot' God's law on the mind of an awakened 
sinner, is to close every avenue of relief but one, and shut him 
up to accept of the free and full salvation of Christ by believing 
the gospel. Lint though this is a truth, and an important one, 
it is not the truth taught here. 

The apostle is speaking of the design of the law in reference 
to the Jewish church or people as a body, and their situation 
under it. They were kept shut up under it. They were kept 
as under the care of a sentinel ; they were shut up as in a 
fortress, or confined within certain limits. The general idea is, 
they were in a state of restriction. They were kept from min- 
gling with the rest of mankind, preserved a distinct people ; and 
to gain this object, were subjected to many peculiar usages. The 
law was "the middle wall of partition" which kept them distinct 
from the other nations of the world. The making one city the 
seat of religion, the laws with regard to food and ceremonial 
pollution, the institutions directly opposed to the prevailing 
customs of the surrounding nations, and the express prohibition 
to form alliances with heathen nations, all these formed a more 
powerful barrier to commixture with the surrounding nations 
than any physical separation of mountains, or seas, or distance 
could have done. 

The apostle seems obviously to have intended to convey the 
accessory idea of uiirxitii coiifintimenL Their state was necessary, 
and it was happy when compared with that of the heathen 
nations ; but still it was a state of restriction and confinement, 
and in this point of view not desirable. This state was, however, 
never designed to be permanent. It was intended to serve a 
purpose, and when that purpose was served, it was intended to 
terminate. 

"We were," says the apostle, "kept under the law, shut up 
unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed." "Unto,"* 
is here equivalent to 'until.' A parallel mode of expression, 
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though the subject, is different, is to be found, 1 Pet. i. 5. The 
phrase is pni'alk'l, though not <[uite .synonymous, with that used 
in the 19th verse, "till the Seed should come in reference to 
whom the promise was made." "The faith" here, is plainly the 
same thing as the faith in the first clause of the verse. The 
Jewish church was not without a revelation as to the way of 
justification, for in that case they could not have been justified by 
faith. We know that the Divine method of justification is " wit- 
nessed 1 by the law and the prophets." But it was not manifested 1 
— fully, clearly, made known— till the fulness of the time, wdien 
" the mystery which had heen kept secret" was disclosed. The 
phraseology adopted by the apostle, the revelation of faith, makes 
it evident that faith here refers to doctrine. He speaks of it as 
"afterwards to be revealed."" The gospel revelation formed a 
principal subject of Old Testament prophecy ; 4 and the believing 
Jews under the law were encouraged to look forward to a period 
when " the glory of the Lord should be revealed, and all flesh 
should see it together." When his " salvation should he brought 
near, and his righteousness should be revealed." 5 The apostle's 
assertion then in this verse is, ' previously to the Christian revela- 
tion, we Jews were kept in a state of separation from other 
nations by the restrictive ordinances of the Mosaic law, till that 
revelation was made to which we had been taught to look for- 
ward.' He expresses nearly the same idea under a different 
figure in the following verse. 

" Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified hy faith." 9 "Wherefore"' does 
not here intimate that what is contained in this verse is a logical 
inference from what has preceded. It is not properly an infer- 
ence, but a superadded illustration. It is just as if he had said, 
' Thus the law was our schoolmaster,' etc. " Schoolmaster," in 
the modern use of the term, scarcely answers the apostle's idea. 
A paidagogue, a tutor, s was anciently among the Greeks and 



1 naprvpovpivij. S iietfiavipaTat. Rom. iii. 21. 

1 tj)v itiWovo-ay irlane (OTOKuXu<£#i)™t, pro tjjv Tiitrrtv, r^v fif\. ojtok. A 
similar transiinsiliim, Horn. viii. 18; 1 Pet. v. 1. 

* eiayyiKiov npofjrTyyffta™ Bio r&v irpott»)T&v iv yparj>ah ayiais. Rom. 
i. 2, 3. 

s Isa. xl. 5; lvi. 1. ' Oa!. iii. 24. '"S2<tte. 

: ' 77i!i'\ty<oy('i', mil (iiSilo-KoXof. 
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Romans — and let it be remembered Paul is writing to a Gentile 
church — a servant or slave to whom the charge of the cliildren 
was given while they were under age, and whose business was 
not solely, or chiefly perhaps, to instruct tliem, but to keep them 
from mischief and danger. The pedagogue and the praiceptor 
were two different persons, and had entirely different duties to 
perform. 1 Now, says the apostle, the law acted to us the part 
of a tutor or pedagogue, restraining, chastising, and protecting 
us, and preparing us by its discipline for a higher and better 
order of things. The apostle's object is plainly to lower the idea 
of the Galatians respecting the state of the Jews, and the 
economy under which they were placed. He intimates that they 
were in an infantine state, and that the economy they were put 
under suited it. They were wayward children, put under the 
care of a faithful, but somewhat severe and strict, tutor— a 
servant or slave only temporarily employed till the children 
should arrive at maturity. 

"The law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." These 
words have often been applied to express this idea,— that it is by 
the commands and tlireatenings of God's law brought home to 
the conscience of the sinner by the effectual working of the Holy 
Ghost, that he is induced to believe the revelation of mercy, 
and gladly to receive Christ Jesus as the only and all-sufficient 
Saviour. But this, though a very important truth, is obviously 
not what the apostle means. He is speaking of the church as a 
body, and the law it was subject to. Nor is the somewhat more 
plausible exegesis, that the apostle means to say, that the law by 
its typical ordinances introduced the Jews into an acquaintance 

1 Horace calls the ptedagogue " Custus : "— 

"" I:i:l:rrb:s iuvfuiis, tuTnuiin c. ust.mlp remoto 
Gaudet equis, catiibu-qne, of aju-ici gnr.-.-.mc tian-.xii."—Ars. Poet. 161. 
It seems equivalent to Hebrew 'n&n, " Am I my brother's keeper?"— Gen. 
iv. 9;— and to the Spartan J/ittuiee (ITesvcli. quasi d™ mm?ns h-oaoiWk). 
Tin: i'ollo'.yjti;; passage from a Talmudical writer illustrates the Jewish idea of 
a pteda^ne : '■ IU'\ iilio pa'da^oginii conslituit, ot singulis dk'bus ad euni 
in visit, interrogans eum ; mim coniedit lilius meus ? mini biltil films mens ; 
limn In scholam abit? num ex schola rediit."— Tanchuma, f. 3.5, 1 ; <>.pud 
Wetstein. The pedagogue was a person or severe manners, and often of harsh 
aspect. Nero, according to Suetonius, used to speak of the " vultum pa'da- 
go-icum " of Seneca, who appears, from Ids authentic portraits, to have had 
a very forbidding countenance. The temporary character of (he office of the 
ptedagofnie is intimated in the very name— one who has the care of children. 
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with the Messiah whom they prefigured, satisfactory, for the 
leading idea in the word tutor or pedagogue is not teaching, 
but custody—restriction — correction. You will notice that "to 
bring w " is a supplement, and is one of the supplements which 
might as well have been omitted. " Unto Christ," is equiva- 
lent to, 'until Christ.' The three following expressions are 
obviously parallel, and throw light on each other. "The law 
was added because of transgressions till the Seed should como to 
whom the promise was made." " We were kept shut up under 
the. law till the faith was revealed." " The law was our tutor till 
Chris], that >i:a might !m jiit/i/wl by ftiitlt" These List words may 
either signify, ' The law was our tutor till Christ, that we might 
be justified by believing,' i. e. that when the way of salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus alone was made known, Jews 
might be prepared for gladly accepting it — gratefully hailing a 
better and more benignant order of things, which would put an 
end to all the unpleasant restraints of this severe tutor.' Or, 
( Thus the law was our tutor till Christ ; this was its character ; 
so that if we Jews are justified at all, we are justified by faith. 
The law restrained, commanded, and punished, but it did not 
justify. If we Jews are justified, it is not by the law, but by faith.' 
It matters not much which of these two modes of interpreta- 
tion be adopted, though I confess I lean to the latter. The sub- 
stance of the apostle's assertion is, that " the law was added be- 
cause of transgressions till the Seed should come, in reference to 
whom the promise : ' of justification to the Gentiles by faith "was 
made ;" that "before faith came," before the gospel revelation was 
given, the Jewish church " were shut up under the law," till the 
good news promised afore was announced; and that "the law 
was the tutor or pasdagogue " of the infant church " till Christ." 
The apostle now proceeds to show that the law, though an in- 
stitution necessary in and suited to that imperfect and prepara- 
tory state, was utterly unnecessary and unsuited to that new and 
better state into which the church had been brought by the 
coming of the Saviour, and to the full and clear revelation of 
the way of salvation, and therefore to endeavour to perpetuate it 
was the height of criminal folly. This is the principle which 
the apostle lays down in the verse which follows, and which he 
illustrates down to the close of the 11th verse of the next 
chapter. 
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5. Stafe of (!>e Church after "faith, has come" 

" But after that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
sell oo I master: for ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus." 1 

The meaning of the phrase, " the coming of faith," has already 
been illustrated. By "faith" we understand the gospel revela- 
tion, not only as given, but received. " After that faith is come," 
is, we apprehend, equivalent to, 'After that the truth about the 
come Saviour, and the completed revelation, has been made 
known to us, and believed by us.' 

"Wo are no longer under a schoolmaster." 3 These words 
seem a statement not only of the fact, but of the reason of it. It 
is as if the apostle had said, 'We are no longer, and we no longer 
need to be, under such a restrictive system as that of the law, 3 
The necessary imperfection of the revelation of the method of 
salvation, till the Saviour appeared and finished his work, and 
the corresponding limitation of the dispensation of divine in- 
fluence, rendered such a restrictive system absolutely requisite ;- 
but the cause having been removed, the ellect must cease. Till 
faith came, it was necessary that we should be under the tutelage 
of the law ; hut now that faith is come, we need our tutor no 
longer. When the child, in consequence of the development of 
his faculties, and the completion of his education, becomes a man, 
and capable of regulating his conduct by internal principles, the 
tutor is dismissed, and bis pupil is freed from external restraints 
now understood to be superseded by the expanded, instructed, 
disciplined, rational and moral powers of his nature.' 

It is plainly on this principle that the apostle reasons ; for he 
immediately adds, " For ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus."* 'Faith being come, you no longer need a 
tutor ; for by faith in Christ Jesus ye are all the children of 
God.' The change of the person from the first to the second, 
from we to j/e, is easily accounted for. The language in the 

1 Gal. in. 25, 20. 

8 ctvtu {rati, 'to be under the power of.' Eom. iii. 9; 1 Cor. ix. 20. 

s " yf\t)tov ri tiv&pas yfvofifi^.i.-^ ri;i Trutonyiiyno yufnp vTroTflCfffffPOi" HKnrefi 

1 Gal. iii. 26. " Paul, as a true and excellent teacher of faith, hath 

nhravs "hese words in his niniiUi — L b v iiillh,' ' hi tail I:,' ' of tiiiTli,'"— Lumen. 
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25th verse is strictly applicable to believing Jews only, who once 
were under the tutelage of the law ; the statement made in the 
2(>tli verse is equally applicable to believers, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, to all the Galatian converts, and is plainly intended 
to lay a foundation for this conclusion — ■' if I. lie coining of the faith 
rniiiiiciptites those believers who were under the tutelage of tlve 
law, it snrely must prevent those believers who were never sub- 
ject to it from being brought under its bondage.' 

To perceive the force of the apostle's reasoning it is necessary 
to observe that the figurative appellation " children, of God" 1 is 
here used with a certain peculiarity of reference and meaning. 
When Christians are represented in Scripture as the children of 
God, we have a view given us sometimes of their state, and • 
sometimes of their character, and sometimes of both conjoined. 
We are taught either that God regards them as his children, or 
that they regard Him as their father, or both. To speak in techni- 
cal language, it. sometimes represents them as justified, and some- 
times as sanctified, and sometimes as both justified and sancti- 
fied. 2 In most of the passages where this figurative expression 
occurs, it describes the state and character of saints, in opposi- 
tion to the state and character of unconverted, unforgiven, «n- 
sunctiiied sinners. But in the passage before us, it obviously 
describes the state and character of saints under the Christian 
dispensation, in contrast with the state and character of saints 
under the Jewish dispensation. The persons spoken of as having 
been under the law, previously to the coming of faith, are not 
represented as aliens from the family of God. They belonged to 
it ; but being under age, they were " under tutors and governors 
till the time appointed of the father," when they were to receive,* 
what our translators call, " the adoption of sons "—the privileges of 
grown-up children. There can be no reasonable doubt then that the 
phrase "children of God" is here equivalent to orovn-up children.* 

The meaning of this language is not obscure. It is as if the 
apostle had said, 'There is as great a difference between the 

1 " uiot Qfov is substantially equivalent to t-e'k™ 6<ov, only that tlie former 
expresses the idea of one conscious, grown up, more than the other."— Ols- 

s This idea is more fully illustrated in " The Children of God, and how 
men become so," in " Plain Discourses on Important Subjects." 

* -ripi vloStaUa, chap. iv. 5. * viol, not viprtai, or tckviu. 
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privileges yon possess, and the character of love to God, and 
confidence in Him, and submission to Him, to which you have 
been formed, and the privileges and character of those who lived 
under the law, as there is between the state and feelings of a son 
arrived at maturity, and having finished Li* education, and those of 
the same child while an infant or still under the care of the nurse 
and the tutor ; and it were not more incongruous for such a 
person to insist on still remaining in the nursery or the school 
— to have all his movements watched and regulated by servants 
— than it is in you believers in Christ to seek to remain under 
the bondage of the law, not to speak of your subjecting your- 
selves to that bondage.' 

It is " through faith in Christ Jesus" that they were intro- 
duced into the privileges and funned to the character of mature 
children. " Faith in Christ Jesus," here as in the whole of the 
context, is equivalent to the revelation of the truth about ClirisL 
Jesus viewed as believed. It is by this revelation believed 
that Christians obtain that knowledge of the Divine Being as 
"the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," and our God 
and Father in him, which at once fills them with joy and peace, 
and forms them to that love and confidence in Him which leads 
them to " serve Him without fear," and to " walk at liberty, 
keeping his commandments." To such persons the restrictions 
of the Mosaic law are unnecessary, and its carnal ordinances 
altogether unsuited ; and such is the state into which every 
believer of the gospel is brought, and such is the character to 
which every believer of the gospel is formed. 1 

We are now prepared to feel the force of the apostle's reason- 
ing. 'Now that the gospel revelation has been made, and believed 
by us, we stand no more in need of such an elementary, restric- 
tive, external dispensation as the law; for through this gospel 
believed we are introduced into a state, and formed to a chnraeter, 

1 Riccaltoun connects ev Xpiarm with viol 9eov. His observations are, as 
usual, acute; — " If I am not mistaken, the apostle means to say, thai. I.licir 
sonship was not so much by believing as by the. consequence and fruit of it, 
viz. their being in Christ. He says, indeed, very plainly, that they were 
the d iil (Iron o!' Clcul by liiith : but it was only in Christ that they were so. 
Tin' phrase e'w Xpiory is never, so far as I remember, joined with m'ortr or 
■nio-Tos, when believing in Christ is designed, but els Xpiorw, or cVi Xpiarov. 
And thus he explains it in the following verse, where he gives the reason of 
what he says in this." 
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to which such an introductory institution, however well fitted to 
serve its own purposes, is utterly unsuited.' 

That this high honour of being " the children of God" is not 
peculiar to any class of believers, but common to them all, is the 
principle which the apostle states and illustrates in the succeed! ng 
verses. "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ." 1 

To be " baptized into* Christ Jesus" obviously means some- 
thing more than to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The phrase occurs here only and in the sixth chapter of the 
Romans, verse 'Ad, and in both places, something is predicated 
of those who are " baptized into Christ," which cannot by any 
means be said of all who are baptized, whether in infancy or 
mature age, in the primary sense of the term. 3 All who are 
baptized into Christ, are there said to bo "baptized into his 
death," and " buried with him by baptism unto death, and risen 
with him," etc. And here all who are " baptized into Christ 
Jesus" are said to "put on Christ." Union with Christ as 
dying and buried, and raised again, is obviously the idea in the 
sixth chapter of the Epistle to the Eomans. To be baptized into 
Christ is, I apprehend, just equivalent to be united or intimately 
related to Christ by that faith of which a profession is made in 
baptism. 

We cannot understand the apostle's words as applying to all who, 
either in infancy or mature age, have undergone the rite of Chris- 
tian baptism, for they are not true of them all. They plainly 
refer to those who have received the doctrine of Christ, who " by 
one Spirit have been baptized into one body, and have been made 
to drink into one Spirit ;"* who are saved "by the washing of 
regeneration," which is not baptism, "and"— even "the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost." 5 The baptism here spoken of is the 
" one baptism" which belongs to those who have one God and one 
Lord— one spirit, one faith, one hope. It is that of which external 
baptism is the emblem — a blessing not at all necessarily con- 
nected with, and in very few instances, if any, bestowed simultane- 
ously with, the administration of the external rite. In the case of 



' " Si quis hoc corporeum, quod oculis carnis as[>idl.ur, aqua; tantum 

accipit lavacrum, non est indntus Dominum .Tesum Christum." — Hierobym. 

' 1 Cor. xii. 13. * Tit. iii. 5. 
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an adult, the possession of this spiritual baptism 
It is not external baptism that unites to Christ. 

All who are thus related to Christ Jesus by faith "put on 
Christ." The language is figurative. Properly speaking, we 
put on garments. But the phrase is often used figuratively in 
reference to the acquisition or exercise of intellectual and moral 
habits, whether good or bad. We read of being " clothed with 
cursing," 1 of being "clothed with humility," 2 of putting off 
'■' anger, wrath, malice," etc., and putting on " kindness, humble- 
ness of mind," 5 etc. In this use of the figurative e\ predion 
there is no difficulty. It is sometimes, though loss frequently, 
used in reference to persons. Thus, " the Spirit of the Lord " is 
said to have " come on," literally " to have clothed" " Zirharhili 
the son of Jehoiada."' We are exhorted to put off the old man, 
and to put on the new man. 5 Arid in the thirteenth chapter, 
verse 14, of the Epistle to the Romans, Christians are exhorted 
to " put on Christ." " To put on Christ" in that passage plainly 
means to imitate Christ, to be distinguished by the graces and 
virtues which distinguished him. To clothe ourselves with bis 
habits. 

We apprehend the context here requires us to explain the 
phrase somewhat differently. To put on Christ is plainly some- 
thing parallel, if not equivalent, to being " a child of God," as 
being "baptized into Christ" is parallel to having the faith of 
Christ. " To put on Christ" is to become, as it were, one per- 
son with Christ. They are invested, as it were, with his merits 
and rights. They are treated as if they had done what he did, 
and had deserved what he deserved. They arc clothed with his 
righteousness, and in consequence of this they are animated 
by his spirit— the mind that was in him is in them. To use the 
apostle's own language, they do not so properly "live," as "Christ 
lives in them." The apostle's statement, in plain words, is — ' All 
who believe in Christ Jesus are so closely related to him as to be 
treated by God as if they were one with him.' When he looks 
at them, he sees nothing, as it were, but Christ. 

This is the privilege of all believers. For the apostle adds,— 
" There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 

1 Psal. ck. IS. 2 1 Pet. v. 5. a Col. iii. 8-12. 

' 2 Chron. xxiv. 20. B Eph. iv. 22-24. 
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free, there is neither male nor female : for ye are all one ' in 
Christ Jesus."* 

The general idea obviously is, that under the Christian dis- 
pensatiun our religious privileges depend on nothing but our 
connection with Christ Jesus, which is formed entirely by faith. 
External distinctions are here of no avail. It is neither as a 
Jew nor as a Greek 3 equivalent to a Gentile, as a bondman nor 
as a freeman, as a man nor a woman, but purely and solely as a 
person " in Christ" that the believer enjoys any spiritual bless- 
ings. And all who are in Christ Jesus are blessed with the 
same privileges. Relievers when they have put on Christ, put 
off these external distinctions, and appear, as it were, all one in 
Christ Jesus. 

The apostle marks here the decided difference of Christianity, 
both from Judaism and Paganism. There was a great difference 
in Judaism 4 between Jews and Greeks — a great difference be- 
tween male and female — the seal of the covenant being confined 
to the first. Among the pagans, slaves were excluded from the 
temples where free men worshipped. 3 

The conclusion which the apostle draws from all believers 
being thus united, and equally united to Christ Jesus, is that 
they are all equally secured of those blessings which flow entirely 
from their connection with him. "And if ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise." ° 

To be " Christ's," or to be " of Christ," the property of Christ, 
as it were, a part of Christ— a member of his body — his flesh 
and bones — one spirit with liim, is the same thing as to be in 
him, and to be clothed with him. " If ye be Christ's," if you be 
united to him, "then are ye Abraham's seed." 

To perceive the force of the apostle's argument, you must 
look back to the 16th verse, where we are told that Abraham's 
seed was Christ. Now, says he, if ye are one with Christ, the 



1 cvi. Interpreters are divided as to the meaning of this word: some 
insisting that it is equivalent to <'im',— others, that it is Urttrn. It does not 
matter which view is taken ; the general meaning is the same. 

*Gal. iii. 28. ""EXXtp. 

4 The (ifiruToi^oi/ toO (ppayfiov. Eph. ii. 14, 15. 

6 Min. Felix. Jaspis supplies oJkos — els ottos,—' one family— all hrethren, 
children of the same Father, standing precisely in the same relation to Him.' 

8 Gal. iii. 29. 
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seed of Abraham, then are ye also Abraham's spiritual seed. 
You may be Abraham's natural descendants ; but if ye have not 
put on Clirist, if ye arc not in him, if ye are not his, you are not 
Abraham's seed. And if ye have put on Christ, if ye are in 
hrni, if ye are bis, though you be an utter alien from the Hebrew 
family, you are one of Abraham's seed. Jews have no claim to 
the appellation, in its spiritual sense, if they are not Christ's; 
and Gentiles, if they are Christ's, have just as good a claim as 
their believing Jewish brethren — they, too, are "heirs according 
to the promise." 

To be " an heir" of Abraham, is to possess the same blessings 
which Abraham possessed, and to hold them by the same tenure. 
All who are Christ's, in other words, all who believe, are " blessed 
witli faithful," i. a. believing, " Abraham." Like him, they are 
justified, and like him justified through believing. 

"According to the promise" may either signify 'agreeably to,' 
in virtue of, ' the Divine promise,' which says, " in Abraham's 
seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed ;" or ' in refer- 
ence to the promised blessing,' which we have seen above was 
justification by faith. The same sentiment is to be found 
strongly expressed, Rom. viii. 17, — "And if children, then 
heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together." 
Eph.ii. 19,—" Ye" Gentiles "are no more strangers and lon.'ign- 
ers, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God." Rom, ix. 7, 8, — " Neither, because they are the seed of 
Abraham, are they all children : hut, In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called." " The children of the promise are counted for the seed." 

6. Figurative illustration of these two states. 
There is an unhappy disposition in mankind to overlook and 
underrate the advantages which they enjoy, while at the same 
time they often attach an utterly disproportioned value to sup- 
posed advantages of which they are destitute. It is in conse- 
quence of this that they so eagerly, in many cases, exchange 
real for fancied good ; and find, too late, that they have made " a 
senseless bargain." It is in consequence of this, too, that in 
circumstances furnishing everything requisite to substantial com- 
fort we find so many completely miserable, just because they are 
without something or other winch, whether right or wrong, they 
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have imagined to be necessary in order to make them happy. It 
is quite possible tiiat the attainment of this very something might 
be productive of pain instead of pleasure, — it is absolutely certain 
it would not produce the effect of perfect satisfaction which is 
anticipated; but in the meanwhile the want of it embitters 
every source of enjoyment, and keeps the mind restless and 
unsatisfied. 

It is distance which lends enchantment to supposed ad- 
vantages and pleasures ; and the best way to secure ourselves 
from this fascination, is to endeavour to bring them near the eye 
of the mind, and thoroughly scrutinise them alongside of those 
possessed advantages for which we may be tempted to exchange 
them. In that case, we shall often find that what was a seem- 
ing advantage would be a real and important disadvantage 
to us; and we shall uniformly find that the most promising of 
these advantages has its accompanying disadvantages, and is far 
indeed from that unmingled good which fancy told us of. 

The Galatian Christians, chiefly of gentile origin, were in 
great hazard of being led dangerously a-tvay by that principle 
in human nature, to the operations of which I have been ad- 
verting, at the period the apostle Paul wrote this epistle to 
them. By the tender mercies of God they had been delivered 
from a state of heathen ignorance, immorality, and wickedness, 
and made partakers of that peace and purity which flow from 
the knowledge and faith of the truth as it is in Jesus. " In him 
they had redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins;" 
they were " sanctified in his name, and by his Spirit;" and, in 
the enjoyment of his consolations, and the hope of his glory, they 
were " walking in all his commandments and ordinances blame- 
less." How happy must they have been, had they been but 
aware of their happiness ! But, yielding a too ready ear to the 
statements of some Judaising teachers, they began to think that, 
to complete their spiritual dignity and happiness, they must 
submit to the initiatory rite of the Jewish economy, and yield 
obedience to all its ritual requisitions. Nothing seemed so 
venerable as this kind of connection with the holy family; and, 
instead of moving onwards in that holy happy course on which, 
by the belief of Christian truth, they had entered, they were in 
extreme hazard of being drawn aside to the by-paths of cere- 
monial services, in which, whatever exercise for the body they 



v Google 



184 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [CHAP. III. 1-1V, 7.' 

might fold, they would experience no improvement to the mind, 
no rest to the conscience, no peace To the heart. 

The apostle, who watched over them with the tender anxiety of a 
spiritual parent, uses the appropriate remedy. He strips the legal 
economy, now become obsolete, of the false splendour with which 
the Juduising teachers had contrived to surround it. He brings it 
near to them — fully unfolds its nature and design — distinctly shows 
that it was an introductory, imperfect, and temporary dispensation 
— that what they strangely had been led to account dignity was 
indeed in their case degradation — what they called going forward 
was indeed going backward— what they gloried in as progress was 
in reality all but apostasy. He sets the state of Judaism alongside 
the state of Christianity, and distinctly shows the Galatians that in 
their case the two were utterly incompatible, and certainly not to 
be for one moment compared with each other : in plain words, he 
assures them that if they were determined to be Jews, they must 
cease to be Christians ; and that, if they did make such an ex- 
change, they would have to regret it now and for ever. 

To make the thing, as it were, palpable to them, he brings it 
before their minds in a variety of aspects, and illustrates it by 
various analogies. One of the most striking of these lies now 
before us. He illustrates the principles ho has laid down by a 
domestic analogy, showing that it would not be more unnatural 
or absurd for a family of children arrived at majority to insist on 
being again subjected to all the restraints of the nursery, than it 
would be for them, after being introduced into the glorious free- 
dom of the children of God, voluntarily to subject themselves to 
the servitude of the Mosaic institution. 

There should have been no division of chapters here. The 
careful reader of the epistles mast often find occasion to notice 
that the division of chapters and verses is far from being uni- 
formly judicious. 1 

(1.) The Figure. 

" Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differ- 

eth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all ; but is 

1 It is very justly remarked, that these divisions " dubia ssepe movent uhi 
nulla sunt et conjuncta disjungendo lectorem turbant et confundunt." — 
KcENiesMAHHUS, <le malis pastoribus, John x. 1, etc. Thes. Nov. Tfaohg. 
Philofog. Pars I. p. 519. Calvin very justly remarks of the passage before 



v Google 



P. IV. § 9.] JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH DIVINELY RATIFIED. 185 

under tutors and governors, until the time appointed of the 
father." ' 

The expression, " Now I say," is just a phrase of transition. 2 
It introduces an explanation or modification of what has heen 
said, as chap. iii. 26. 

The reference here does not seem to he, as we have remarked, 
to the case of the proprietor of an estate leaving the management 
of the education and property of an only son in infancy or child- 
hood, the heir of his property, — the one to the charge of tutors. 
the other to the care of governors and stewards, — till the period 
which the father in his will had fixed for his son entering on the 
uncontrolled possession of his rights. This would not well cor- 
respond with what it is intended to express,— the state of the 
children of the ever-living God. The reference seems plainly to 
be to what ordinarily took place hoth in Jewish and Greek 
families, even during the life of the father. In these families, 
the son, though destined ultimately to be the possessor of the 
father's property, and called among the Romans, during his 
minority, " herns miliar]' as with us, the " young master," was, 
in so far as independent management was concerned, in a state 
not superior to that of a servant. lie was obliged to rise and go 
to bed, to work or rest, to study or amuse himself, according to 
the will of others. Like the servant, he was altogether a person 
" under authority." The management of his time and occupa- 
tion was committed to slaves, who were themselves entirely 
subject to the command of the father ol'tbe family; and this state 
was continued till the time fixed by the father for liis sou being 
freed from this system of restrictions, and entering on the exercise 
of his independent right. 

us, '■' Quisquis capitum sectioncs distribuit male hanc sententiam avulsit a 
superioribus." 

1 Gal. iv. 1, 2. The design of the apostle in introducing this illustration 
is very well stated by Storr: "Tit enim pueri bonorum paternorum haredes 

non, to sunt, quod pnylnyiogorum, diwiplina contimrttur, ah uxque coercentur 
et reprehenduni.it r , si;il auti-./uiorc './"whiit, jv.rc, vX. aliquant! --per Rob.nn doner, 
jure c",n rectius uti pogginl eidem perfrue/ndo preparantiir <it<jtt': uwrr.-H-tur 
sub psdagogorum principatu : ita etiam populus Dei impubes diseiplina 
legis non idea roh.ibcbn.tv-r, v.t- propei.iHa-m U/nlitaUm airmani II AC VIA ob- 
tiuc.ivl. «id utjuris aliunde pendent is (iv, 4-7) JrueXui /, ,■■■<■ pararc.ti.ir ta.ntkper 
atque seraaretur." — De Consensu Epp. Pauli ad Heitrwoi et Galotot, pp. 
13, 14. 
! Ajyu> 8e, — that is, ' hoc est quod volo.' 
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" Son," 1 and " servant" 2 or slave, are tacitly opposed to one 
another. 'Ye are now children;' what were they before? what 
could they be but slaves *? Is not the family 3 made up of these 
two classes 1 and it is more than hinted that the situation 
of those whom lie wits addressine' previously to I heir beenmin^ 
Christians was comparatively a servile one. This suggestion 
could not be very agreeable to the Jewish part of the (ialatiitn 
church ; and they might appeal to the Old Testament Scripture 
for proof that even under the former economy they were " child- 
ren of God." 4 The apostle does not deny that even under the law 
they had asonsliip ; 5 but he clearly implies t.hat that state was by 
its restrictions very similar to a state of servitude. 

The word rendered "children," 6 signifies persons of immature 
age, whether in infancy or under training. The word rendered 
"tutor," 7 denotes one to whom is entrusted the power of manage- 
ment of property or persons. In a civil sense, it is applied to 
provincial magistrates; in a domestic sense, to the managers 
of farms and estates. The word rendered " governor," 8 signifies 
a house-steward to whom the management of the domestic con- 
cerns was enl rusted. Such was Eliezer of Damascus in Abraham, 
the rich Emir's, establishment. The tutor or governor is not the 
same as the official styled " the schoolmaster," whose sole busi- 
ness was to take care of the children ; but while under age, the 
children, as to pecuniary matters, were under the tutor and 
governor. The expression " until the time appointed of the 
Father," lfl is of itself sufficient to prove that the reference is not 
to the children of a dead proprietor under the care of what we 
call trustees or tutors; for the period of tutelage was fixed 
among the Greeks and Romans, not by the testament of the 
lather, but by the civil law. The minor son, though "lord of 
all," 11 destined to be the proprietor of the estate, "diners," so far 
as restriction is concerned, " nothing from a servant" — a slave. 

The condition of the minor son was thus to be borne patiently 
— it was vastly preferable to abandonment; viewed in contrast 
to such a state, and in reference to the object in view, the 

1 Ms. * fipSXof. » ollda. 

I avbtt ija. Deut. xiv. 1. * vioStaia. Ronii ix. 4. e vtprtos. 

7 eiriTpoirQS. QiKOVOitos. ff{u5ayd>y6i. 

'" wpoffta/iia, that is, 'H'cjih. ■ ten 

II KtplOS TiaVTttlV. 
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preparing the son for a higher position, it was a condition to he 
thankful for — hut certainly in no point of view was it to he 
fondly cleaved to when its ends had been answered, or preferred 
to the liberty for which this state of restriction was intended as 



Let us now see how dexterously the apostle turns this familiar 
fact to account, as an illustration of the subject more immediately 
before him. 

(2.) The application of tin? fiyure. 
" Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under 
the elements of the world : but when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, bat a 
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ." 1 

(a.) The Church's minor state. 

" Even so."* It is just as if the apostle had said, 'Analogous 
to the manner in which human fathers manage the education 
of their offspring, lias the Father of the great "family in 
heaven and earth" conducted the discipline of his children.' 
" When we were children, we were in bondage under the ele- 
ments of this world." ' To the question, Whom are we to under- 
stand by the persons 3 in whose name the apostle speaks ? the 
answer plainly is, The family of God, the true church, genuine 
believers. And to the question, What are we to understand by 
their being "children," 4 that is, children underage ! the proper 
reply as obviously is, It refers to the state of the church under 
the law, as one of imperfection, comparative feebleness, and 
preparation. It does not, however, so properly refer to its 
eoiuliiion of subjection to the law — intimated in the phrase "were 
in bondage under the elements of the world" — as to its imper- 
fection which rendered subjection to such an economy as the law 
necessary. 

" When we were children" is just equivalent to, ' When our 

1 Gal. iv. 3-7. * otJTiut rat. ' ijfuir. < pqmoi. 
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knowledge of divine tilings was limited and indistinct, and all our 
spiritual faculties in an unripe and imperfect state.' We have but 
to look into the Old Testament and New Testament revelation to 
see that the one is far more confined and far less distinct than 
lite other. From the very circumstances of the case, it behoved 
to he so. The salvation was yet a future salvation, and it was 
to he accomplished by means of the instrumentality of human 
agency acting according to its ordinary laws. On this supposi- 
tion, which is the truth, a clearer revelation would have been 
incompatible with the object in view ; so that under that order 
of things the children of God would, in ordinary circumstances, 
be in a state of infancy, or at best, childhood. 

Now, when this was the state of their spiritual knowledge 
and faculties, they were obviously utterly unfit to be left to 
their own management. Something analogous to "the tutors 
and governors appointed of the Father" was absolutely neces- 
sary, and this was found in what the apostle terms " the ele- 
ments of the world" under " the bondage" of which they were 
placed. 

There are here two questions to winch our attention must be 
turned, What are " the elements of the world" ? and, How were 
the children of God under the law "in bondage under these 
elements"? The word rendered "element" 1 properly signifies 
an order or series, and thence is transferred in a variety of ways 
to things which stand in an order or series, or to things which 
keep other things in a series or order. In the classics, it is used 
of alphabetical characters or letters, as their order is fixed ; and 
by j uining them, syllables and words are formed, and regular 
orderly languages are produced. In a more extended sense, it 
is employed of things which in any view are "elements"- — things 
out of which ether tilings are constituted or compounded. Peter 
uses the word of the component elementary parts of the universe.* 
Some have thought that "the elements of the world" 3 here refer 
to the sun, moon, stars, and other bodies ; but the aposl le is plainly 
speaking of the Judaso-Christian Galatians (we), and even as to 
[h EiliEi -i Imi ■■ in < > nl .11 hi "i I -ul -tt'ii I !■■ vi ■• id I...- 1 
been in bondage to these as objects of worship. 

1 (ttoix'wv is the diminutive of tte substantive aunyu^. 
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To be "in bondage under the elements of the world" is 
obviously opposed to the being "redeemed from the law," so 
that the refere?we of the phrase is undoubted. It refers to the 

commandmcms and ordinances of the Mosaic law, and they scum 
to be termed "elements," 1 as elementary modes of instruction 
corresponding to the alphabet, and suited to children; 2 and 
'''elements of this world,'' 3 as the elementary modes of discipline 
belonging to, and characteristic of, the preparative Jewish dispen- 
sation. 1 Now, by the elements here referred to, I understand 
tlie whole system o(' external observances under the law, which, 
if I may use the expression, may be considered as elements, 
rudiments, suited to the comparatively childish state of the 
church at the period referred to. And they are- termed " worldly 
elements"* to mark their sensible and external character. In 
training children, we are obliged constantly to appeal to their 
senses ; we cannot fix their attention in any other way. It is 
by sensible representations we cpnvey abstract truth into their 
minds. In like manner, in the childish state of the church, 
arising out of the imperfect revelation of the economy of grace, 
and that, again, proceeding from the nature of the case, the 
church was taught, and disciplined by symbolical representations 
and external services. This worship, though not destitute of 
spirituality — for everything had a meaning, and that meaning 
was by no means all concealed— had a great deal of corporeality. 
It was very much a thing of time, and place, and circum stance. 
The constant round of such observances was intended, in some 
measure, to serve as a substitute for that enlightened spiritual, 
habitual, service of God, which nothing but a clear revelation, 



1 iTToixeia. viprtot. 

* 6 K6ap.o$ = ourot K&i)iiii, as opposed to cuelvas KOOflOS. 

* That 6 trdoyios, here, is equivalent to oOtue naa-pos, and is a designation 
of the Jewish economy as contrasted with the Messianic economy, is rendered 
highly probable by Col. ii. 20, 21, where the ru (rioix 5 '" raZ *do-/jou are 
plainly identified with such Sdy/jara as m ity»j, /iijSe yeitra, pjSe Biygs. 
Having died in reference to the former, the Colossians are considered as 
acting incongruously by observing the latter, as still living in " the world," 
to which such elementary dogmata belonged. 

s ™ orot^elo roil koo/iov. It is a strange notion ascribed to Athanasius, 
that these <r. t. kou. arc the oracles iiml riles given to the Jews, which were 
intended, by means of tlie Jews, to train the Gentiles — " the world" — to the 
true knowledge of God. 
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accompanied with a Ml effusion of divine influence, could have 
produced. 

Under these worldly external elementary institutions, the 
church, in its childish state, was " kept" as in a state of bond- 
age ; that is, its members were kept in a restricted, confined 
state— they were "kept" "shut up under the law." Chandler 
remarks, " The Jews were in bondage under these elements. 
Their very religion made them a kind of slaves; the expense 
necessary to support their temple worship was very great, and a 
constant burden on their estates. Their frequent washings and 
purifications must have been attended with many great incon- 
veniences ; their annual journeys to Jerusalem, which all the 
male Jews were thrice every year obliged to perform, were both 
costly and troublesome : so that they might well cry out, ' What 
a weariness is it % ' upon which account the apostle Peter calls 
the Mosaic law, even in Jerusalem itself, ' a yoke which neither 
we nor our fathers were able to bear." The being under such 
a law was really a state of slavery and bondage ; and therefore 
the Jews who were heirs of the promises differed nothing whilst 
they were under it from servants." 

This was no doubt a far preferable state to that of the Gentiles ; 
for better be the Lord's bondmen than our own masters, or, in 
other words, the devil's slaves. But though a state preferable to 
that of the Gentiles, and necessary in the peculiar circumstances 
in which the church was placed, it was not, as we have already 
showed, in itself a desirable state. It was only intended to be 
introductory to something better. It was God's purpose to bring 
them, his bondmen-children, into " the glorious liberty of his 
grown-up children;" and accordingly the apostle states, that when 
God by the accomplishment of his promise disclosed the mystery, 
when Christ being come, there could with propriety be given 
a full and plain account of the way of salvation through him — 
such a view of the Divine character as accompanied with divine 
influence, was quite sufficient without these artificial and worldly 
elements to lead the believer to the habitual service of God — then 
the family of God were delivered from that system of restriction 
to which they had been so long necessarily subjected, and were 
introduced into the enjoyment of the privilege of grown-up 

1 Acts xv. io. 
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children. This is what is stated in the next verse, one of the 
most important in the Book of God. a 

" But when the fulness of the time 1 was come, God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons." " 

Fully to unfold and illustrate the ideas contained in this verse, 
it will be necessary for us to follow an order somewhat different 
from that adopted in the verse itself. In such a passage us t.hnt. 
before us, the first point is to endeavour to ascertain what is 
the leading idea, and what are the accessory ones — what is the 
trunk, and what are the branches. That is easily done in the 
present instance. " When we were children, we were under 
bondage; now when tbe fulness of time is come, we have ob- 
tained the adoption of children." To the obtaining of this it was 
necessary that they who were under the law should be redeemed 
from it ; and in order to gain this, " God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law." 8 

(b.) The State ofviofetria, or, "Mature Sox-ship," into w/iich the 
Church lias been introduced. 
" The fulness of the time ""is a Hebraism for 'the full time,' 
in the same way as "the perfection of beauty"* is 'perfect 
beauty, and "the promise of the Spirit," 1 'the promised Spirit/ 
When the full time was come— when tlic time appointed of the 
Father 8 was fully arrived — then we, that is, the church, the 
family of God, obtained the adoption of sons. 

The word "adoption,"' here, is not used in the sense in which 
it is employed in theological writings generally. It does not 

a Calvin's note on this passage is so valuable, that, though somewhat long, 
I shall quote the whole of it at the close of the Exposition. — Note A. 

1 irXijpiu)id nvot signifies ' that which fills it up.' — 1 Cor. x. 26 ; Mark viii. 
20. iM)papa tov xpofou, ' complcmentium temporis' — ' the end of the time 
appointed,' — (WXrifiJ)!?,;. xjHtvc.i-, n-iirX^pwrai o Kaipd?, fjr\ijpai6ritrtui ECU irenAij- 
pavTai Tj/ifpai. The time of the Messiah was called by the Jews o-vvTiktta 
tov alaror, Ktuphs so^ai-os, qpipat ca-^arat. Eph. i. 10, irXijpffljin rav Kaipav. 
Mark i. 15, mnXrjpuTm 6 naipos nai i/yyinev ff ffairikiia roS 9tou, 

* Gal. iv. 4, E. " See Note B. 

8 " Tantum abest, ut eos, quibus lex lata non fuit jugo legis subjecerit, ut 
ct ipsos Judges kberatum venerit." — Wetstbis. 

* Psal. I. 2. * Gal. iii. 14. s 7 npoaStapia 1/u.ipa. ' v!o6iota. 



v Google 



192 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. [CHAP. III. 1-IV. 7. 

denote the state of a person newly introduced into the family in 
opposition to that of a person, who is not of the family at all — it 
describes tho state of a member of the family raised to a higher 
station in the family. " Adoption of sons " is equivalent to, 
' the state of mature sons as opposed to the state of infants and 
children.' 1 It describes not the state of saints as opposed to 
that of sinners, but the state of saints under the Christian 
dispensation in contrast with that of saints under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation. 

Now, in what docs that state consist'? In the possession of a 
larger portion of knowledge of the character of God as a 
father, in a higher measure of filial lave and confidence towards 
llim, and in a system of religious observances in their shnplieiiy 
and spirituality suited to this extended knowledge and improved 
character. Under the Christian dispensation there is a much 
clearer revelation of the character of God as " rich in mercy and 
ready to forgive ;" " just, yet the justitier of him that believeth 
in Jesus," than under the Mosaic. The glory of God is most 
illustriously displayed "in the face of his Son Jesus Christ." 
The natural effect of this revelation believed is to destroy " the 
fear that, has torment," and to fill the mind with filial confi- 
dence and love. These sentiments as naturally draw out the 
thoughts and afiections towards God, and thus render unneces- 
sary, and indeed unsuitable, that complicated system of external 
religious observances which characterised the former economy. 
Under the Christian dispensation, the ordinances of religion 
consist chiefly of the .simplest passible expression of the senti- 
ments and feelings due to God, and of the direct and obvious 
means of religious and moral improvement. There is just so 
much of positive institute, and no more, as to keep us in mind of 
our duty implicitly to submit to Divine authority, while even 
these positive institutions are so simple and significant as to have 
far more in them of spiritual, than of bodily, service. To use the 
powerful language of the first of English authors, "The doctrine 
of the gospel planted by teachers divinely inspired, was by them 
winnowed and sifted from the chaff of over-dated ceremonies, 
and refined to such a spiritual height and temper of purity, and 

1 "Yladtotaj' says Schott, "empliatice dicitur de transitu ex statu servili 
qualis fuit puerorum in conditionem filii qua usum faciat integrum cujusque 
juris et commodi Alio competentis." 
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knowledge of I lie Creator, that the body, with all the circum- 
stances of time and place, were purified by the affections of the 
regenerate soul, and nothing loft impure but sin; faith needing 
not the weak and fallible offices of the senses to be either the 
ushers or interpreters of heavenly mysteries save where our Lord 
himself in his sacraments hath ordained." 1 

(c) Tlie Mean* by which this favourable Chauije was effected. 

In order to the church obtaining this " adoption of sons " — 
this state of mature sonsliip — it was absolutely necessary that the 
believers under the law should be "redeemed" from it. We 
have already seen that the system of religious observances under 
that economy was rendered necessary by, and was suited to, that 
imperfection of revelation, limited exertion of divine influence, 
and corresponding imperfection of spiritual character, which pre- 
vailed under it. That service, as the apostle informs us, " stood 
only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordin- 
ances," which could not make them that performed them perfect 
as pertaining to the conscience, and was imposed only " until 
the time of reformation." 2 

The removal of that state of things was necessary both in re- 
ference to believing Jews who were already in the family of God, 
and in reference to those Gentiles who by believing were to be 
brought into it. It was not meet that those in the family, when 
admitted to the privilege of mature sonship, should continue 
subject fo the restraints necessary in infancy and childhood ; and 
it was not meet that those admitted into the family- in this ad- 
vanced state, should be made subject to these restraints. Thus 
it was necessary for them who were under the law to be redeemed 
or delivered from the law " that we " — that is, both Jews and 
Gentiles — "might obtain the adoplion of sons." 

The manner in which this great and happy change in the state 
of the church was brought about, is thus stated, — " God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law," that He 
might "redeem them "that wore nnder the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons." This change in the Christian 
state was highly important, and its importance is marked by the 
manner in which it was accomplished. It was not accomplished 

1 Milton. ' Heb. ix. 10, 
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by a mere revelation of the Divine will by an ordinary messenger 
either angelic or human. It was accomplished by the only- 
begotten Son of God becoming incarnate, and subjecting himself 
to the law that he might deliver his church from under it. To 
bring his ancient church out of the slavery of Egypt and put 
them in possession of liberty and peace in Canaan, God raised 
up Moses and Joshua ; but to deliver them from the thraldom ot 
the law, and to introduce them into the glorious liberty of God's 
children, " He sent forth his Son." 

" The Son of God" is an appellation given to him who is our 
Redeemer, to indicate the identity of his nature with, his personal 
distinction from, and the intimacy of his relation to, his divine 
Father, as well as the complaeonti.il affection with which they 
regard each other. When Jesus called God his own Father, 
and called himself God's own, only-begotten, Son, the Jews 
understood him to say he was equal with God ; and that they 
did not misunderstand him, is plain from our Lord never cor- 
ivct.mgt.hem. Tins glorious Personage, in nature and perfection 
equal to the Father, but in the economy of human salvation 
subject to Him, was " sent forth " or commissioned by Him to 
bring his church into the enjoyment of " the adoption of sons." 

The phrase " sent forth " 1 is used of one who sends a person 
from him in another direction to execute a commission. 2 Plainly 
referring here to something preceding our Saviour's birth, it con- 
tains in it an intimation of the pre-existence of the Saviour — a 
doctrine very distinctly taught in many passages ol' Scripture. 3 

The Son of God was sent forth " made or born of a -woman." * 
This expression obviously describes our Lord's incarnation. He 
was sent forth in human nature. " The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us."' "Forasmuch as the children" whom 
he came to bring to glory " were partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same." c It has been 

1 i£am>(rnXXctv. 

1 It is used to denote the sending of messt-nsriTH, Exoil. r.i. 10 ; Aetsxxii. 21. 

1 Semkr's remark here is excellent : :l Res ipsa suflicii. : ialibus sententiis 
reprimi onnies illos (]ui existendi initium repetunt ah hue nativitate m 
yuvni.Kih, qiuv Mi' eoiiur.oimiriihir. Molest a est sedulitas qua? hie obloquitur. 
Johannes, chap. i. et Faulus Sitpissime assemnt irnoimnj)|ii' hujua iilii apwl 
Deum." 

1 ya>6pcvov ik yuvmt6s. t-ras T&\ — Job xiv. 1. * John i. 14. 

* Heb. ii. 14. 
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thought that there is a reference in the phrase to the peculiar 
mode of our Lord's becoming incarnate — in being born of a 
virgin, being the offspring of the woman. The words do not 
necessarily express this ; but I am not prepared to assert that 
the fact was not present to the apostle's mind when he chose this 
particular expression which naturally enough suggests this idea in 
preference to other expressions, which would have merely conveyed 
the idea of incarnation, without any reference at all to the mode. 

He came, not only made or born of a woman, but " made" or 
born "under the law;" 1 not only a man, but a Jew. Many 
interpreters consider "the law" here as what they term the 
moral law in its covenant form. The doctrine which they state 
in these words, " Christ was made under the moral law in 
its covenant form" — that is, "Christ Jesus came commissioned 
by the Father to yield a perfect obedience and satisfaction to 
the law, which his people, whether Jews or Gentiles, had broken, 
and thus to deliver them from condemnation, and secure for 
them eternal life"— is a most important truth ; but it seems very- 
plain that it is not the truth here taught. 2 

The law under which Christ is here represented as made is 
the law under which the church was placed before his coming, 
and from which it was necessary to deliver her in order to the 
obtaining the adoption of sons. He was made under that law, 
inasmuch as he was the substitute of all his believing people 
who had ever been under it, bound to obey its precepts, and to 
sustain its curse, which they had incurred. It is not at all 
unlikely that one of the arguments of the Judaising teachers 
was, ' Jesus Christ was himself a Jew ; he was under the (aw, 
and yielded obedience to all its requisitions ; be was circum- 
cised and scrupulously conformed to all its injunctions ;' and that 
the apostle had a reference to this in bringing forward the fact. 
It is as if he had said, < It is very true that Jesus Christ was 
" made under the law," but it was " to redeem them who were 
under the law." So far was the imposition of the law on the 

1 yevoptvoii va-li ™oj. 

1 " There have heen many disputes ahout the law under which Christ was 
made, and how far. and in what respect;, lie was subject to it. These I have 
no mind to enter into, as it is plain that it was the same law which the 
;iji(t;tlo had been speaking of, — the law which held him and all his country- 
men in bondage as children under age." — Riccaltoun. 
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Gentiles from being the object of his coining, one of its designs 
was to deliver the Jews from under it.' 

It only remains, to a Ail! elucidation of this important verse, 
that wo inquire what connection there is between God's sending 
forth his Son in human nature and subject to the Mosaic law 
and the redemption of them who were under that law, and the 
churches obtaining the adoption of sons. We have already 
seen that the state called "tltt- ojfcpt ion of sow"— iha state of New 
Testament privileges and liberty— could not exist along with the 
state of legal bondage ; and we have seen, too, that the only 
honourable termination to the legal economy was to be found in 
its precepts being perfectly obeyed, and its curse fully endured, 
by the Substitute of those belonging to the spiritual Israel who 
had lived under it. For this purpose it was obviously necessary 
that, that 1 )ivinc Substitute should become both a man and a Jew, 
and in human nature, and subject to the Mosaic law, and as all 
Ins people under that law were bound to do, and suffer all they 
bad deserved to suffer, unci thus lay a foundation for the honour- 
able termination of a system which had served its purpose, and 
the continuation of which was inconsistent: with the higher and 
better order of things which was now to take place. 

Besides, it was the imperfection of the revelation of the way of 
salvation, attended with a corresponding limited communication 
of divine influence, which was the cause of that imperfection of 
spiritual character which made the law necessary as a restrictive 
system ; and it was the fact that the Saviour was yet to come, 
that the salvation was yet to he accomplished, which rendered the 
imperfection of the revelation necessary. Now, when the Saviour 
was come, and had "finished transgression, and made an end 
of sin, and brought, in an everlasting righteousness." a foundation 
■ , |..i i- 1 , r ■ ■ i i mi I 1 1 mi ivi-l iti--ii. ftti-t ilii*. r-.'TvbtivD, 
attended by the influence of the Holy Spirit, produced thai, state 
of thinking and feeling in reference to divine things to which 
such a system of carnal ordinances as the law contained was at 
once unnecessary and unsuitable- and which fitted the people of 
God for that simple spiritual order of things which distinguishes 
the gespel economy. Such is the apostle's analogical illustration 
drawn from domestic life. 

A question most deeply connected with our highest interests 
claims our attention ere we proceed farther. This Son of God, 
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sent forth by the Father, has come into our world — made of a 
woman — made under the law— a man, a Jew, and he has done 
and suffered all that was necessary to redeem them that were 
under the law — and in doing so he has laid a broad and sure 
foundation for all men, whether under the law or without law, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, on believing, obtaining the high pri- 
vilege of mature divine sonship. An infinite atonement lias been 
made and aceepted — a plain and well-accredited revelation has 
been given, and a channel wide, and deep opened for the com- 
munication of divine influence all powerful to purify and to save. 
We live under the dispensation in which all these things are 
matters, not of prediction and expectation, hut of history and of 
experience. 

But we may live under that dispensation and yet continue 
personally uninterested in its blessings. The question — the all- 
important question — is, ' Am I so united to Christ as to be inter- 
ested in the blessings of his salvation '? ' Such an union can only 
be formed by the faith of the truth ; and wherever that faith really 
exists there is that union, and there are all its blessed results. 
If we are the children of God, it is through the faith of Christ : 
and if we believe in Christ, we arc the children of God. " To 
as many as receive him he gives the privilege of being the sons 
of God — even to as many as believe in his name." 

Let us see then that we he not unchanged men, while an eco- 
nomy is in operation around us, in which "old things have passed 
away, and all things are become new" — that we be not in dark- 
ness amid light, and when many once in darkness are now light 
in the Lord— under condemnation while a free pardon is pro- 
claimed in our cars, and many as guilty as we are actually par- 
doned— dead while quickening influence is in active operation 
around us, and many once as lifeless as we are quickened together 
with Christ. Let us see that we be so united to Christ as to be 
' ( made the righteousness of God in him." Let us see that we be 
•'•'created anev> in Christ Jesus:" tor ''it'any man be in Christ Jesus 
he is a new creature." Let us see that this double change lias taken 
place on us. Without the first change, heaven is shut against us ; 
without the second, we are unfit for heaven ; without them both, 
it had been better for us that we never had been horn. It will 
be a fearful thing if, with an infinite atonement — an omnipotent 
Spirit — a plain and well-accredited Bible — a full and a free sal.va- 
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tion — we yet perish. No common perdition must be our per- 
dition— deeper than that of Jews or heathens in proportion to 
the greater number and higher value of our privileges. But 
why should there be perdition at all ? Salvation in Christ with 
eternal glory is brought very near us, and must be ours if we do 
not obstinately refuse to receive it. It can be received only in 
the faith of the truth of the gospel ; and why should we not 
believe ? all things are ready — the completed sacrifice — the free 
Spirit— the plain well-accredited record— nothing in the way but 
"the evil heart of unbelief" — a state of mind as monstrous as it 
is wicked, as irrational as it is ruinous. 

For a proof that the Galatian believers were indeed intro- 
duced into a state analogous to that of grown-up children, the 
apostle appeals to their state of mind in reference to God pro- 
duced by the operation of the Holy Spirit. c 

((/] Come.'i'.ieiwe and proof of this favourable cliamje of com! Hi on. 

The consequence and proof of this happy change in the 
church's condition are described in the two following verses,— 
" And because 1 ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art 
no more a servant, but a son ; and if a son, then an heir of God 
tlirough Christ." 2 

The word " sons" 3 is obviously to be understood as equivalent 
to grown-up sons, as opposed to sons in a state of infancy and 
childhood; and the whole phrase "because ye are sons" is equiva- 
lent to — ' as a proof of your being introduced into a state of 
mature sonship, as an evidence that you have indeed obtained 
the adoption of sons' — " God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."' 

e See Note C. 

1 Many interpreters, like our translators, consider on as equivalent to 
Start. Others, perhaps with equal justice, give it its ordinary meaning, and 
supply BijW, "And that ye an; miijs is evident." as at chap, iii 11 

"Gal.iv. 6,7. 

s uidc, as opposed to j^owi. wipridrij! and viodem'a are contrasted. " Dixit 
viol non noiSff enim sunt pueri,h.e. infantes aut servi; utrumquepawsig- 
nificat in omnibus linguis : et euni ipse Chrislus irah dicitur servus intelligi- 
tur. Nee dicit vfymot infantes, qui fari nondum sciunt; sed vln.s vocat 
o adultos, nee tantuui hi/wnfrs sed chimstntes." — A, Moans. 
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It is not very easy to determine whether by " the Spirit of 
God's Son" we are here to understand the Holy Spirit, that 
divine person who, along with the Father and the Son, exists in 
the unity of the Godhead, and is the great agent in the com- 
munication of spiritual blessings; or— like the phrase "The spirit 
of Elijah" — the temper, the disposition, of Christ — the way of 
thinking and feeling in reference to God, by which he was char- 
acterised. Both modes of interpretation are sufficiently agree- 
able to the use of the language and the object of the apostle. 
Indeed, it matters very little which is adopted ; for the charac- 
teristic sentiments and disposition of Jesus Christ, his spirit, 
was the result of the operation of the Holy Spirit, who, in his 
enliidiieniiig and sanctifying influence, was given him without 
measure. At the same time, the phrase " sent forth," which is 
the same as that used in reference to our Lord in the 4th 
verse, seems more applicable to a person than to a temper or 
disposition. And on this account we are disposed to consider 
the phrase " Spirit of his Son" as an appellation of the Holy 
(Spirit, intimating either Ids essential or economical relation to the 
Divine Son — either his proceeding from him, or his being sent by 
him, or his dwelling in him. 

By God's sending forth the Holy Spirit into the hearts of the 
believing Galatians, we are to understand his making them the 
subjects of his influence. In the whole of the Christian economy 
" All things are of God." He sends forth his Son ; He, sends 
forth the Spirit of his Son. "Of Him, and through Him, and to 
Him, are all things.'' 

The particular nature of the influence of the Spirit of his Son 
whom He sends forth is described in the conclusion of the verse, 
— " Crying, Abba, Father." The word "crying" is by a He- 
braism used instead of making to cry. The phrase Is explained 
by a similar one in the parallel passage in Romans, — " YY hereby 
we cry, Abba, Father." ] The Spirit of God's Son sent into the 
hearts of the believing Galatians led them to cry, "Abba, Father." 
The Holy Spirit, through the faith of the gospel, had formed 
them to the sentiments and feelings of children, bad given them 
such views of the Divine character as led them to venerate Him, 
to love Him, to trust in Him, and to express these sentiments and 

1 Rom, viii. 15, 
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feelings in spontaneous, reverential, afleelionate, confidential. 
prayer. " Abba" is a Syrian word, signifying father, and a 
word which none but children were allowed to use. The Syi'o- 
Chaldaic was the apostle's vernacular language as a Jew. The 
idea he means to express, was that the Galatian believers felt 
toward* God as children, and showed that they felt in this way 
by the manner in which they approached Him in their deletions. 
Now, what could be more natural tor him than to use the word 
with which his ear was most familiar as the expression of filial 
regard, which he had likely a thousand and a thousand times 
addressed, both, to his earthly and heavenly father, as an ex- 
pression of confidence and tenderness'; and then, recollecting that 
many of those to whom he wrote did not understand the Syriae 
language, he adds a translation in a language with which they 
were acquainted. 1 The distinction between slaves and children 
is strongly marked. Slaves seldom spoke to their master; and 
when they did, it was in a subdued voice, and then they called 
him Lord, Baali. Children habitually speak to their parents — 
they speak boldly. In distress they cry to them, and they call 
them, Father, Abba. Selden quotes the Babylonian Gcmara to 
prove that it was not allowed to slaves to use the title of Abba 
in addressing the head of the family, or the correspondent title 
Imma, when speaking to the mistress of it. The possession of 
such views and feelings in reference to God, and the habitual 
ex.pres.simi of these in bumble, believing, affectionate prayer, are 
the result of the Spirit of God's Son being sent into the heart, and 
the most satisfactory of all evidence that we indeed have received 
the adoption — are the children of God through Jesus Christ. 

This is the conclusion which the apostle draws from it in 
reference to the Galat.ians in the next verse, — " Wherefore thou 
art no more a servant, but a son ; and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ." 2 

1 It is a striking instance oflearned trifling, wh en Dr Gill remarks on this 

passage, that " the word Abba, read backwards and forwards, is the same 
pronunciation ; and may teach us that God is the Father of his people in 
adversity as well as in prosperity." Olshauscn's riute is better: " With the 
assumption thai the child -'.ike lisp in the word maybe combined Winer's 
opinion, that well-known prayers began with Abba; so that the clause might 
be paraphrased thus, 'Who teaches us to pray with a child- like mind, and in 
a child-like form.'" 
1 Gal. iv. 7. 
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The apostle here changes the number in his address from the 
plural to the singula]', " thou art no more," etc. instead of, u ye 
are no more," etc. Such changes are common in the apostle's 
writings ; and it is not always possible to assign the reason. In 
the case before us, it is not improbable that the apostle's ohject 
was to impress on the minds of the Galatians that the privilege 
he was speaking of was a personal -privilege 1 -, not enjoyed in 
consequence of their connection with any visible society merely, 
but in consequence of every individual, by his own faith of the 
gospel, obtaining an interest in the blessings it reveals and 
eon vers. 

The verse is obviously a deduction from what goes before. 
The import of the connective particle 1 "wherefore." or, so that, 
or, thus, is — 'since God lias by sending his Son,' etc. lias redeemed 
those wdio are under the law, and introduced his church into the 
state of mature sonship, and since He has hy the operation of his 
Holy Spirit formed you to a character suited to that state, it is 
evident that ye are indeed sons of God, grown-up sons of God, 
and enjoying all the privileges of that exalted state. 

"Thou art a son'" at once placed in the filial relation and 
formed to the filial character. God regards and treats thee as 
his son ; and thou art taught hy the Spirit to think and feel in 
reference to Him as thy Father ; " and if a Son, then an heir of 
God through Christ." 

To he the "heir" of any person, in strict propriety of language, 
is to he destined to be the legal possessor of Ids property alter 
his death. It is plain that in this point of view the word is 
Inapplicable to God. To be "an heir of God" is just to be 
possessed, and secured, of all the blessings which may be ex- 
pected from God in the character of a father. The force of the 
apostle's argument is, 'If thou art indeed a son of God, thou 
mayest safely count, on all the privileges of sonship ; if thou art a 
son, the inheritance assuredly is, or will be, thine.' We have 
the same argument, nearly in the same words, Romans viii. 17, — 
" And if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ : if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together." 

1 vuSc. " ma Hebrieis sexum utrunique notat : ita rixua et ufol pro filtis 
et filiabus: injure Ca^sareo fdius fdi/txr, tiiiim nitat.."— Wkssklii .. 
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And all this is " through Christ Jesus." It was entirely on 
account of what Christ had done and suffered in the room of the 
believing Galatian — it was entirely in consequence of the belief 
of the truth on this subject — that he was a son and an heir of 
God ; and the conclusion to which the apostle obviously wishes 
him to come, and to which his statements plainly lead, is this, — 
' What object can in your case be secured by subjecting yourself 
to the law 1 Ye are already in possession of, or at any rate 
secured of, all you can possibly wish in the way of dignity and 
happiness ; ye are already the sons and heirs of God through 
Christ Jesus. Ye are already complete in Christ, — why go to the 
law then % What can it do for you which he has not done ! 
What can it give you of which you are not already possessed?' 

But you will notice the apostle introduces another idea ; he 
not only exhibits the dignity and happiness of their state as 
believers simply, but he exhibits it as contrasted with the de- 
gradation and misery of a situation in which they had been 
previously placed. " Thou art no longer a servant, but a son," 
etc. Some interpreters suppose that the apostle is here contrast- 
ing the state of believers under the gospel with that of believers 
under the law. But this is obviously not the case. The apostle 
in this passage represents the state of believers under the law not 
as a condition of servitude (though in some respects resembling 
such a state), but of tutelage ; he compares it not with the 
condition of slaves, but with that of children during their 
state of minority. 1 Had he been addressing Christian Jews, he 
would have .said rather, — ' Ye are no longer in a state of infancy 
and childhood, but in a state of mature sonship.' Indeed, from 
the following verse it is quite-plain that he is addressing himself 
to converted idolaters, persons who never had been subject to 
the law. The word "servant" properly signifies 'slave,' and 
strikingly describes that degraded spiritual condition in which 
the Galatians were previously to their conversion. ' Thou art 
no longer a slave as thou once wast — the devoted, degraded 
servant of false divinities — but thou art introduced into the glo- 
rious freedom of the children of the true God, and into all the 
immunities and privileges connected with such a situation.' 

1 They were tnyrsu*, tikpig, not Hm-Xm. 
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PART V. 

THE APOSTLE'S EXPOSTULATIONS WITH AND WARNING 
OF THE GALATIANS. 

Galatians iv. 8-v. 12.— " Howbeit then, when yo know not God, ye did 
service until tliom which by niilure are no gods. But now. after that ye have 
known I i fid, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beg- 
garly cleme-it-. ivl)i;ri;;ml.f) ye desire again to be in bondage : Ye observe da vs, 
and months, ami times, sun] years. I am ai'raid of you, lest I hiivo bestowed 
upon youlabour in vain. Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; lor I am as ye 
are: yehavenotinjuredmeatall. Ye know bow. through infirmity of the flesh, 
1 preached I lie gospel unto you at the first. And my temptation which was in 
my flesh ye despised not, uiir rejected ; but received rue as at) angel of God, 
even as Christ Jesus. Where is then the blessedres- ye spake of: for I hear 
you record, that, if it had been possible, ye wouhl have pluc\cd out your own 
eyes, and have given them to me. Am I therefore became your enemy, 
because I tell you the truth ? They zealously affect you, but not well ; yea, 
they would exclude you, that ye might affect them. But it is good to he 
zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present 
with you. My Utile children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ 
be formed in you, I desire to he present with you now, and to change my 
voice ; for I stand in doubt of you. Tell me, ye that desire to be under the 
law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, that Abraham had two sons; 
the one by a bond maid, the other by a free woman. But he who was of 
the bond woman was born after the flesh ; but he of the free woman was by 
promise. Which things are an allegory : for these are the two covenants ; 
the one from the mount Sinai, which ;rendereth to bondage, which i-, Agsir. 
For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which 
now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above 
is free, which is the mother of us ail. For it is written, Itcjoiee, thou barren 
that bearest not ; break forth and cry thou that travailest not : for the 
desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband. Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. But as then he that 
was bom after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the spirit, even so it 
is now. Nevertheless, what saith (he Scripture: Cast out the bond woman 
and her son : for the son of the bond woman shall not be heirwith the son of 
the free woman. So then, brethren, we sire not children of the bond woman. 
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but of the free. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled iijiaiu with the yoke of bondage. He- 
boid, 1 l-'jn'. suv r.n-o you, that if ye lit: eireuineised, Christ shall profit you 
nothing. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, l.hat be is h 
debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whoso- 
ever of you are justified by the law ; ye are fallen from grace. For we 
through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus 
Christ neilher ciu'imici-iui! availeth any thing, nor unci renin eis ion ; but faith 
which worketh by love. Ye did run well ; who did hinder you, that ye 
should not obey the truth ? This persuasion Cometh not of him thai, eallei.h 
you. A little leaven leaveneth the whole '.unip. I have confidence in you 
through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded ; but he that 
troiiblelh you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. And T, brethren. 
if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then i. llie 
offence of the cross ceased. I would they were even cut off which trouble 

SECT. I. — INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

Man is a being endowed with affections as well as intellect, and 
those different parts of his mental constitution mutually influence 
each other. While, on the one hand, you cannot obtain a secure 
bold of the affections without first bringing the understanding 
over to your side; on the other, the having the affections on your 
.side makes it. a comparatively easy work to obtain the suffrage of 
the intellect. The same sentiments and arguments wear a very 
different appearance to the mind when they come from a friend 
and from an enemy. If I am prejudiced in favour of an indi- 
vidual, I naturally see everything ] le says in the best light. I 
am prejudiced in favour of his sentiments and arguments ; and 
if the former are true and the latter conclusive, their truth and 
force are more readily acknowledged and more strongly felt just 
because they are his. On the other hand, if I am prejudiced 
against an individual, I view everything he says and does with 
suspicion. I. am prejudiced against his sentiments and argu- 
ments, just because they are his ; and though the former should 
be true and the latter conclusive — so evidently true and com- 
pletely conclusive that there is no denying the one or resisting 
the other — yet still there is a struggle against, and a reluctance 
in, surrendering our understandings into the hands of one who 
has no hold on the heart. 

Hence the importance of a teacher of Christian truth standing 
well in the affections of those whom he instructs. If a teacher 
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of Christianity 'to generally viewed as a man altogether destitute 
of, or greatly deficient in, integrity and piety, anxious to promote 
liis own interest and reputation, but careless of the spiritual 
interest of those to whom lie ministers — however able and eloquent 
may be his discourses, however clear his statements of truth and 
powerful his enforcements of duty— it is not at all likely that his 
labours will either he veiy acceptable or very useful. On the 
other hand, if a teacher of Christianity be regarded by his people 
with reverence and love, as really "honest in the sacred cause," 
ilrmlv believing every statement he makes, exemplifying in his 
own character and conduct every virtue and duty he recom- 
mends, truly desirous of promoting their spiritual improvement 
and ultimate salvation, truth from his lips is likely to prevail 
with double sway, attention will be readily yielded, and convic- 
tion, instead of being resisted, will be welcomed, and obedience 
cheerfully rendered. 

Both Paul and his Judaising opposers in the church of Galatia 
seem to have been aware of the peculiarity in the human consti- 
tution we have just adverted to, and to have regulated their 
conduct accordingly. Perceiving that it was a hopeless under- 
taking to shake the faith of the Galatians in Paul's doctrine so 
long as he continued the object of their veneration, esteem, and 
love, the.se false teachers appear to have left no means untried to 
destroy their confidence in his divine mission as an apostle, and 
his integrity as a man. They seem to have used the most un- 
worthy acts to seduce their affections from their spiritual father 
and to appropriate them to themselves; and it appears that their 
nefarious attempts were attended in too many cases with success. 

The apostle easily could, and actually did, oppose clear state- 
ments to their misrepresentations, and powerful arguments to their 
sophistical reasonings: but he knew human nature too well to 
think that statements of truth however clear, and reasonings in 
its support however powerful, could of themselves regain alien- 
ated affection, or, while that affection continued alienated, were 
likely to produce their own appropriate effect on the mind. To 
counteract the mischievous design of Ids enemies and to pave the 
way for the unprejudiced consideration of his statements and 
arguments, we have seen him in the two previous chapters of his 
epistle vindicating his authority as an apostle, and his integrity 
as a man ; and in the paragraph which begins the next division 
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of his epistle, we find him with the skill of a master in the science 
of human nature making an appeal to the all hut extinguished 
kind affections of those who had once so dearly loved him, bring- 
ing before their minds in a manner peculiarly calculated to make 
an impression on their hearts, that mutual interchange of kind 
affections and friendly offices by winch their original intercourse 
had been characterised, and assuring them that however they 
might have changed he remained unaltered, that his heart beat 
as warm as ever to their best interests, and that all he had en- 
dured for them he was willing to endure again, though the more 
he loved them the less he should be loved. 

The object of the apostle in thus adverting to their former 
situation ^oon becomes rippurent. 

It lays a foundation for a new argument against their seeking 
to be subjugated to the Mosaic law. The substance of it is this ; 
' Ye were once slaves ; now you are free. Would you wish to 
be slaves again ? for, indeed, there is much in common between 
the rites of the religion you have abandoned and these over-dated 
ceremonies for which yon are discovering so preposterous a fond- 



SECT. II.— THE APOSTLE SHOWS THE GALATIANS THAT THEY 
WERE IN DANGER OP SUBJECTING THEMSELVES TO A BOND- 
AGE SIMILAR TO THAT FROM WHICH THEY HAD BEEN DE- 
LIVERED. 

" Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto 
them which by nature are no gods. But now, after that ye have 
known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to 
the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to 
he in bondage ? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and 
years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour 
in vain." * 

It is as if the apostle had said, ' Ye are no more slaves ; but 
there was a time when ye were slaves.' " When ye knew not 
God," — that is, ' when you were ignorant of the true God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you were in a state of 
heathenism,' 2 — "ye did service unto them which are no gods." 

1 Gal- >v. 8-11. * S0 lot x Vl[ Xp.oroO. Epb. ii. 11, 12. 
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The English phrase do servia:-, which suggests no other notion 
than worship, does not by any means come up to the apostle's 
idea : " Ye were enslaved l to them who are by nature no gods," 
— ideal beings, dead men, evil spirits, heavenly luminaries. 'You 
served your false divinities, and you served them like slaves: 
you had the feelings of slaves in reference to them, and your 
conduct was like that of slaves engaged in a toilsome, profitlr^ 
round of external services.' In false religion in ail its forms, 
nothing is more remarkable than its enslaving, degrading in- 
fluence on the minds of its votaries. 

Such was once the situation of the Galatians; but an im- 
portant change had taken place : " They knew God, or rather 
were known of God." 2 These words admit of two different 
modes of interpretation. According to one of these, the words 
mean, ' They had obtained the knowledge of the existence and 
character of the true God ; or rather, to speak more accurately, 
they had been made to know by God. 3 Their knowledge of 
God was not the result of their own research : it was entirely of 
God. He gave the revelation ; He sent it to them ; He "opened 
their understanding" to understand and believe it.' In this case 
we must suppose the apostle to use a Hebraism. According to 
the other mode of interpretation, which, upon the whole, I think 
the preferable one, the word "know" is to be considered as 
eouivalent to 'acknowledge,' — a. sense which it certainly has in 
some passages of Scripture ; for example, Amos iii. 2 ; Matth. 
vii. 23; John x. 14; 1 Cor. viii. 3. ' But now, after ye have 
acknowledged God, or rather have been acknowledged by God,* 
—now that you have, in consequence of having believed the 
gospel, taken the true God for your God, and have been ac- 
knowledged by Him as his people, by his bestowing on you 
numerous and important privileges,— how is it that in these 
circumstances "ye turn again 5 to the weak and beggarly ele- 
ments whereunto ye desire," or do ye desire, " again to be in 

- »i- 



1 eBouXfiJcrare. ! yndire? Bt6p, fiafchov Hi ynttrBitms into Btoi, 

' Interpreting the Greek passive as if it were the Hehrew hophal. 

1 irpoo-Xij(£(JeiTe!, as Theophylact interprets it. 

1 irai.iv avuBcv. Our translators have not rendered &va6ev, considering 
he two particles as signifying nothing more than wakw. This seems ;i 
nistake : nvtoBiv seems equivalent to " eo modo quo a principio." 
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These words may seem at first view inexplicable, as they may 
appear to involve in them one or other of the two following equally 
false suppositions: that the Galatian Gentiles had been subject 
to tlie law previously to their believing the gospel; or, that they 
were disposed to return to heathenism. There is a principle that 
removes all difficulty.— The rites of the heathen worship and the 
now obsolete ritual observances of the Mosaic economy having 
much in common, they bolh deserved the name of ''weak and beg- 
garly elements." The leading character of both was externality; 
they were both " worldly elements ;" they consisted " in meats, 
and drinks, and divers washings." Those rites were "weak and 
beggarly." 1 These epithets seem synonymous; and intimate 
that they were incapable of propitiating God, of pacifying the 
conscience, of improving the character. The apostle" represents 
the "weak" 3 and the "unprofitable" 4 as the characteristic 
features of the law, viewed as a method of salvation. 

The apostle's expostulation is obviously very forcible : ' That 
ye should have been slaves, even the slaves of false deities, when 
you knew no better, was not wonderful ; but now that you have 
acknowledged God as your God, and that He has acknowledged 
you, not merely as his servants, but Ids sons, it is very extraor- 
dinary that, after experiencing " the liberty of the children of 
God"— the walking at liberty, keeping his commandments, ye 
should discover a disposition again to be subjected to a state of 
tilings which, as to externality and restriction, bears a striking 
analogy to the state from which you have been delivered.' 

That the apostle's suspicions were not unfounded, lie makes 
evident from the facts he refers to in the next verse. " Ye 
observe days, and months, and times, and years." 5 

This verse may be rendered interrogatively ; but that does not 
materially a fleet its meaning. From this passage, it. is plain that 
some of the Galatian converts had yielded to the Jndaising 
teachers, and commenced in good earnest to keep the law. 
While they were Gentiles, they performed a set of useless 
ceremonies in honour of their false deities; and now they do 
the same thing though unintentionally, in honour of the true 
God. Under the Christian dispensation, with the exception 

1 aa&irn Kal Ttrax"- " Heb. vii. 18. ' t6 aaBtvis. 

* to SnufrAit. 6 Gal. iv. 10. 
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of the Lord's Jay, 1 all days are alike. God may be worshipped at 
all times, and in all places. The phrase " days" '' probably refers to 
the .Jewish Sabbath, and the great day of expiation ; "months," 3 
to tile festivals at the new moons; " times," 4 to annual leasts, 
such as the Passover, Pentecost, the Feast of Tabernacles ; 
"years," 5 to the Sabbatical year and the year of Jubilee. 

It seems plain, from the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters of 
the Epistle to the Romans, that though the apostle considered 
the observing of these institutions on the part even of believing 
Jews as unnecessary, he did not consider it as unlawful, so long 
as they viewed them not as a means of justification, hut merely 
as institutions originally of Divine appointment, and in their 
estimation unrepealed. But for believing Gentiles, who never 
had been subject to the law, to engage in these services, had a 
very suspicious aspect indeed, and certainly- seemed to say that 
they wanted something more than was to be found in Christ, and 
in Christianity. Accordingly, the apostle adds, " I am afraid of 
you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain." 3 ' I am 
afraid that vou have rendered of no effect all the labour I have 
bestowed on yon.' The great object of a Christian teacher is to 



'That, under tlic Christian dispensation, the first day of the week is 

divinely appropriated for re%ious purposes, and thai, tills is in reality the 
form in which the principle embodied in 1 he Sabbath fhmi the b Cell mi Jig is 
exhibited under that dispensation, are principles capable. I apprehend, of 
complete proof by a "conjugation of moral pnikilii'.uics.'' winch, on a fair 
mind, is tilted l.o produce an effect, as powerful as demonstration. The dis- 
like of the objects of the institution, it is to be (bared, in many cases leads 
people to demand a kind air: I decree- of evidence- oi' winch I lie subject does not 
admit ; and 1 am afraid harm has been done by per.-ons endeavouring, wii.b 
the best intentions doubtless, to meet this unreasonable demand. 

6 Gal. iv. 11. (jxipodiiuL iplv is an e-cainple of a construction in which a 
noun in the accusative is governed by the first of I wo verbs, instead of lieing 
nominative or, more rarely, accusative to the second, els rjiSs, 'in reference 
to you,' equivalent to virqi i:i Srn. A similar construction i- found, leiial. 
Ep. ad Rom. ii.— r/m^oupu t)v Ifia-.v (iynVtie, jj.h u(~!) /;' riSi'jjn-ij. Storr 
considers llie use of eyin as iiulica.iine; ibis ihouelit, ' 1 am afraid that you 
yourselves have frustrated the labour I bestowed on you. The Judaisms; 
teachers could not have done it without your assistance/ 1 Te considers it as 
an expression similar to eipo^oiiiiTo ran AouV, "lest I bey should be stoned," 
Acts v. 26; that is, 'they feared that the people would stone them.' Jaspis 
brings out the same sense in bis note: :1 Tinieo lie opera, quamvobis insumsi 
a vobis irrita reddatur — per ros vana sit." 
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bring men to the enjoyment of the blessings of Christianity, by 
leading tltum to understand and believe "the truth as it is in 
Jesus." And whenever men who profess to believe the gospel 
act in a manner which gives reason to think that they really do 
not understand and believe the gospel, then the Christian teacher 
has reason to fear that lie has bestowed labour on them in vain, 
■Such was the conduct, of the Galatiai) Christians. The man who 
clearly understood and firmly believed the gospel, wbich Paul 
bad preached among them, found all in Christ of which he stood 
in need. " Christ" was to him " all in all." He wanted no 
wisdom but the wisdom of Christ — no propitiation but this pro- 
pitiation. " Of God Christ was made unto him wisdom;" and 
in him he found "justification, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion." 1 But when, by submitting to circumcision, ottering sacri- 
fices, and performing other ceremonial services, the Galatians 
seemed to find something wanting in Christ, there was much 
reason to fear that, notwithstanding their profession, they did not 
n vide rs,t and and believe the truth ; and that, of course, the apustle'.s 
labour had been bestowed on them in vain. 

There is something peculiarly affecting in these simple words 
of the apostle. He had laboured, laboured too with apparent 
success; but now, through the exertion of false teachers, the 
fruits of his labour seem in extreme hazard of being completely 
blasted. How happy would it be for Christ's church if ministers 
in general were of the apostle's spirit — "jealous over their people 
with a godly jealousy !" 2 

SECT. III. — THE APOSTLE REMINDS THEM OP THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES OP THEIR CONVERSION, AND SHOWS THEM THAT 
NOTHING HAD OCCURRED THAT SHOULD HAVE CHANGED 
THEIR SENTIMENTS TOWARDS EITHER HIM OR HIS TEACHING. 

" Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am ; for I am as ye are : 
ye have not injured me at all. Ye know how, through infirmity 
of the flesh, I preached the gospel unto you at the first. And 
■my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor re- 
jected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ 
Jesus. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear 

1 1 Cor. i. 30. Bi«aio<™iTj t( Kaiayiatruhi .ni (iiTiAi'jvrunu. ! 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
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you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked 
out your own eyes, and have given them to me. Am I therefore 
become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?" l 

The meaning and reference of the words in the 12th verse are 
by no means very evident. 2 The words admit, and they have re- 
ceived, various interpretations. They are obviously an exhorta- 
tion to imitate tho apostle. The question is, In what? 

They have very generally been considered as an exhortation to 
the Galatians by the apostle, enforced by a motive, to cherish the 
same views which he entertained in reference to a full and free 
justification by faith in Christ, without the works of the law. 
The interpreters who take this view of the passage would read 
the words thus, " Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am: for I 
was as ye are :" as if he had said, ' I once thought as ye do ; I 
once considered circumcision and the other observances of the 
"Mosaic institution absolutely necessary to salvation; I once ex- 
pected, to obtain the Divine favour by my own exertions. But I 
have seen reason to change iny opinion; and I am quite sure, 
that if you saw tilings in their true light, you would adopt, not 
those views which, from a full conviction of their falsehood, 1 
have abandoned, but those which I now hold fast as the truth of 
Christ, and the only foundation of toy own hope as a sinner.' 

Other interpreters suppose that the apostle does not refer so 
much to sentiment as to conduct. "Be ye as I am;" — that is, 
' Exercise your Christian liberty ; imitate me in my disregard of 
the obsolete requisitions of the Mosaic economy ; ' — " for I am as 
ye are." c I, to use the language of the address to Peter in the 
second chapter, " I live as the Gentiles do." 3 I, though a native 
Jew once under the law, disregard those legal restrictions. Why 
should you Gentiles, who were never under the law, submit to 
them, now that they are destitute of all obligation even on those 
who were once hound to observe them?' 

1 Gal. iv. 12-16. 

'The first thing is to attend to their (.'onstTuclinn. which is obviously 
elliptical. In the first clause, after iyib " I," may cither be supplied cljil, 
" am," which is often omitted in such cases, or yiyova, "have become," from 
llio. preceding verb. The change of time in that case is not inconsistent ivit-li 
the wis loqumdi, Mark xiv. 29; 2 Tim. i. 5. ytvo/uu cannot well be sup- 
plied, as not' suggesting any fit sense,— yivopat not being equivalent to ilfii 
The ellipsis after xaya may also be variously supplied, either «jii or yiyova : 
and that after Iptis, either itrrl or tyivinde. ' (a iSmAt. 
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I confess that neither of these modes of interpretation seems to 
mc satisfactory. 1 apprehend that the apostle is in these words 
neither calling on them to think as he thought nor to act as he 
acted, but is urging them to regard him with the kind affection 
which they once cherished towards him and which he still con- 
tinued to cherish towards them. It is one of the comparatively 
few good exegetiml remarks (for there are very many good 
doctrinal and experimental remarks) in Luther's large commen- 
tary. " The meaning is not, Thinkofdoctrineasldo; but, Bear 
such an affection towards me as I do towards you." The apostle's 
phraseology seems proverbial, and may he illustrated by a passage 
in the Old Testament Scripture, 1 Kings xxii. 4. "I am as thou 
art," is there obviously equivalent to, ' I am united to you in the 
most cordial friendship, so that you may use my resources as if 
they were your own.' In like manner, the apostle beseeches the 
Galaiians to lay aside any unkindly feelings they might through 
the arts of the Judaising teachers be induced to indulge to- 
wards him, and to regard him with that perfect affection which 
they once entertained for him, and which he still continued to 
entertain for them. It is equivalent to the expostulation, ' "Why 
should you dislike me who so cordially love you ?' 

Alienation of affection is often greatly increased by a con- 
sciousness that we have acted unkindly to one whom we once 
loved, and a suspicion that in consequence of this lie cannot but 
regard lis with unfriendly feelings. It is in consequence of this, 
that when friends quarrel the offender frequently finds it more 
difficult than the offended to resume that cordiality of affectionate 
feeling which previously existed between them. It was, I appre- 
hend, for the purpose of removing this obstacle out of the way of a 
complete restoration of a right state of feeling in the Galatians 
towards himself that he adds, " Ye have not injured me at all." " 

These words may either intimate that the Galatians had never 
done him any personal injury, but on the contrary, as he goes 
on to state, had heaped on him every mark of affectionate re- 
gard ; or, that the injury had been done principally not to Mm 
but to themselves; or rather, that their having deserted his 
doctrine, and cherished unkind and unfounded suspicions of him, 
had made no such impression on his mind as to produce in his 

Ovfic'j> ff ififi.fTil-:.. 
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heart alienation or resentment. 'I do not feel as an injured man 
in reference to you. I have no resentment. I indulge no feel- 
ings but those of affectionate regard.' The apostle acts in re- 
ference to the Galatians on the same principle on which the 
Supreme Being acts in reference to sinful men. He seeks to 
cure their disaffection to him by displaying his affection to them. 
Ills language is, ' 0, how can ye hate one who loves you so well 
that lie will do everything hut deny himself to make you happy V 

In prosecuting his object of blowing into a flame the almost 
extinguished embers of affection in the hearts of the Galatian 
converts, the apostle discovers equal delicacy of feeling and 
knowledge of the human heart. An ordinary man in the 
apostle's circumstances would have expatiated on the labour and 
privation he had exposed himself to, to promote their interests ; 
and if he had touched on the expression they had once given of 
their attachment to him, it would have been for the purpose of 
giving greater keenness to his uphraidings for their subsequent 
unbind, causeless, abandonment of him whom they had once ac- 
knowledged as the greatest {if their human benefactors. But the 
apostle takes a different course — a course more corresponding to 
the dignity and tenderness of his own character, and a course 
far better fitted to gain his object. He dwells, not on his labours 
and sufferings, hut on their affectionate reception of him and his 
services; and if he .speaks of tlio.se at all, it is for the purpose 
rather of enhancing the display the Galatians gave of their attach- 
ment to him. There is nothing like upbraiding. He speaks as if be 
had been the obliged party, puts them in mind of the marks of 
regard they had heaped on him, and the happiness they then had 
felt in the indulgence and expression of their kind affections. 

" Ye know how, through infirmity of the flesh, I preached the 
gospel unto you at the first. And my temptation which was in 
my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected ; but received me as an angel 
of God, even as Christ Jesus." 1 

The expression " to preach the gospel through the infirmity of 
the flesh," is idiomatic, but its meaning is obvious. 2 The apostle's 

1 Gal. iv. is. 14. 

1 dt aa$tMtar Is licuhalent to iv ao&fiif'm, tliou™li 1-lii* sifrnifi cation of the 
pn|)"M'.i'in willi l'ic accusative is, as Koppc says, "Paulo rarior."— Phil, 
i. v.; John n. .".:. Wakefield says, " GriuU-iimns hiijusce construction! s 
auciures iiitbuit Faulus; llomerum, Hesiodum, Aristotelem, Demosthenem. 
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statement is plninly equivalent to, 'when I first preached the 
gospel to you — when I first laid before you the principles of 
Christianity — - 1 laboured under severe bodily indisposition.' 
The apostle had been twice in Galatia previously to his writing 
this epistle. It is to what happened on his first visit that he 
here alludes. 

It is needless to indulge conjecture as to the particular dis- 
ease under which the apostle laboured at the time he introduced 
Christianity into Gal at in, though it seems to have been one 
which in some way or other had a tendency to make his ministry 
less acceptable to strangers. Chandler says, " It was probably 
some tremor or convulsive motion of bis nerves, arising from the 
extraordinary revelations made to him, or the glory which struck 
him blind at his first conversion, or the impressions which were 
made on him when he was snatched up into the third heavens." ' 
Some interpreter* consider '•'infirmity of the flesh " a.s referring 
to a state of extreme calamity generally— a state of poverty and 
persecution; but I apprehend the more definite sense is the 
more natural one. 

The apostle does not say, ' I gave a strong proof of my affec- 
tion to you in preaching to you the gospel when in a state of 
extreme indisposition,' or leave them to draw that inference ; 
but he does say, ' notwithstanding all the comparative imperfec- 
tion of my labours among you, arising from this indisposition, you 
appreciated them at a very high rate.' 

" My temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not nor 
rejected.''- '''Temptation'' is often in Scripture equivalent to 
affliction viewed as a trial of character. 3 The strongly idioma- 
tieal language in the text, translated into plain English, is 
equivalent to, ' You did not treat me or my labour with contempt 
or rejection when I was tried by the severe bodily indisposition 

et alios." The regular form would have been hi atrOeveias, in which ease it 
would have been a similar expression to S«'i -ypti /interns ™l nsp-oaijt ttujm- 
ftirTpr. — Rom. ii. 27. Sitorr explains (he phrase so as not to be anomalous. 
He supposes the meaning to he ftui, — on <Krv»nt of, bodily disease, l-'aul was 
del.nined in (ialatia when lie meant to pass (liroagh it - and thus his illness 
hecaaie the occasion of Chrisl.innitv being introduced into that, country sooner 
than otherwise it would have been. The natural meaning of the phrase 8i" 
aaOevtiav trapKos appears from Rom. vi. 19. 

1 2 Cor. Nil. 1-10. s ai* ifrvGtyTjam-i oiti ifrirrvtraTt. 

* Luke x. 2, 28. Acts xx. 19. 1 Pet. i. 6. 
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under which I then laboured. On the contrary, you " received 
me as an angel of God— as Christ Jesus." ' The same Greek 

word siiiJiiiiiis angel avul messenger : so that Hie first clause mav 
mean, ' ye received me as a messenger of God.' At the same 
time, as the apostle's object is obviously to place in a, very strong 
point of view the high esteem, the warm affection, the Gnlatians 
showed to him, I am disposed to acquiesce in the version of our 
translators, especially as this seems to have been a proverbial 
expression. 1 ' An angel of God, nay, Christ Jesus himself, could 
not have been more respectfully, more affectionately, received by 
you than I was with all my infirmities.' 2 

The apostle goes on with his description,— " Where is then 
the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had 
been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have 
given them to me." 3 I do not think the rendering of the first 
clause of this verse is by any means happy. It does not seem to 
give the natural meaning of the words, and the sense it brings out 
does not well suit, the context. The reading In the margin, < what 
was/ is better than that in the text, where. 4 The words literally 
rendered arc, ' What or how great was your mutual congratula- 
tion? 5 How did you then felicitate one another ! Oh, how happy 
did you think yourselves in having me, though a poor diseased 
man, for your teacher. So highly did you value me, so much did 
you prize my labours, that there was nothing you would not have 
parted with to make me happy.' This is obviously the meaning 
of the proverbial phrase, " plucking out the eyes." It has been 
conjectured, and though ingeniously, it is still but a conjecture, 
that Paul's indisposition was a severe affection of the eyes, arid 
that this suggested the peculiar mode of expression. 

'2 Sam. xix. 27. 

s " oti™ tpr/al /it inptjfraTft if Kptbrrova rj kut SySpmrw" — TlIEOPHYLACT. 

•Gal. iv. 15. 

4 tie is equivalent to ttoo-os. Eph. i. 18 ; Mark i. 27 ; vi. 2 ; Luke vfti. 25, 

wimiiiiml I'.ltli Mju ili. viii. -27. Some ('.'odd. have nov. Lachmann prefers 
that reading ; and Teschendorf in 1st edit. (1848), but n't, in 2d edit. (IS 19). 

5 iiamptafios. We have the same word, Rom. iv, 9, " Cometh then this 
/laicapurpos" — ill's felicitation, in the thirty-second t'sa-lin — " on the circum- 
cision only, or on the uncircumcision also?" Beza explains the word as 
equivalent to " beatitudinis predicatio." In Jam. v. 11, the cognate verb 
mi Knoi'f oi tfi» signifies " we count" and pronounce "happy" — we felicibito. — 
" them who endure." 
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These words contain a most beautiful picture of the native 
effect of the gospel, when believed, to attach the believer to him 
who has been the instrument of his conversion. It is possible 
for a minister to be very popular, as it is called, among a people 
to whom, in a spiritual sense, he is utterly useless; but it is not 
possible for a minister to be really useful to individuals without 
exciting hi the minds and hearts of these individuals a very 
warm personal affection ; and when the gospel is remarkably 
successful, the danger is not of converts not being sufficiently 
attached, but of their being inordinately attached, to the minister 
who has been the instrument of conveying to them so great a 
benefit. The being greally Hpphiuded. is scarcely any proof that 
a minister has been successful ; the being highly esteemed and 
cordially loved, is a considerably strong presumption that he 
has ; the being regarded with indifference and dislike, is a clear 
proof that he has not. 

The apostle concludes this alTocting expostulation b\ propos- 
ing to them a very touching question. " Am I therefore be- 
come your enemy, because I tell you the truth?'" 

It is as. if the apostle had said, ' Whence has originated the 
alienation of your sentiments in reference to me ? How is it you 
regard him as an enemy whom you once regarded as your friend ~\ 
Have I done any tiling wdiich warrants such a change ? I re- 
main unaltered ; I tell you the truth — the same truth I origin- 
ally told you — that truth on account of which you loved and 
honoured me.' 

The word translated, " to tell the truth," 3 has a more extensive 
meaning. It refers to conduct generally. It is equivalent to, 
' I have acted an honest, upright part. I have "walked uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel." s I maintain and declare 
the same truth which, when you understood and believed it, 

1 Gal. iv. 16. ex&poi is here obviously used in its active sense. In the 
New Testament it is sometimes used in a passive sense— ' regarded and 
treated as an enemy,' Eoro. si. 28. An attention to this remark is neces- 
sary to the right inter; n-e u I ion of a number of passages : " When ive were 
enemies c'xSpal;" "the carnal mind is enmity f)(8pa." — Rom. v. 10; viii. 7. 

a aKtjfovav. « Dealing truly and uprightly with them ; for that, and not 
' telling the truth,' is the proper meaning of the word."-— Rico alt ouk. 

3 il\<)8iiavTei iv ayivji (Eph. iv. IS) means much more than spmhina the 
truth in love ; it signifies thinking, feeling, acting under the influence of " the 
truth, which worketh by love." 
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filled you with joy and peace, and made you highly esteem and 
warmly love him who made it known to yon ; and my conduct 
towards you lias been constantly influenced by that truth. It is 
strange that you should cease to love me for the very reason 
why you began to love me.' 

Perhaps there may be sonic reference in these words to the 
faithful and somewhat severe language he had used in a preced- 
ing part of the epistle. In this case the words imply the follow- 
ing sentiment: — ' r If I have used "all plainness of speech" in 
pointing out to you error and danger, this is no proof that I am 
your enemy ; on the contrary, it is the truest proof of my li'iend- 
ship. " Faithful are the wounds of a friend, hut the kisses of an 
enemy are deceitful." ' We are rather disposed to think the 
former mode of interpretation the true one. 1 

In the following verso the apostle traces the alienation of the 
affection of the Galatians to its true source in the unworthy acts 
of the Judaising teachers. 

The change which took place in the estimate formed by the 
Galatians of the apostle at different times suggests important in- 
struction to the ministers of religion in every age. It teaches 
them not to he unduly elated by popular applause; and not to 
he unduly depressed when it is withheld or withdrawn. It is a 
minister's duty to use every proper means to stand well in the 
estimation of those to whom he ministers, and it argues not 
liiairnaniniitv, but stupidity and ingratitude, to be insensible to 
the pleasure which the successful use of these means is calculated 
to excite. But he is a fool who makes the attainment of what is 
usually called popularity a leading object — he is worse than a 
fool who, in order to secure or retain it, conceals or modifies, 
in the slightest degree, his conscientious convictions, either as to 
faith or duty. The present approbation of conscience, and the 
anticipated approbation of his Lord, these are the objects the 
Christian minister should continually keep in view. When po- 
pularity is gained along with these, it is really valuable, for it 
insures the probability of usefulness ; but the hosannas of the 
crowd are dearly purchased at the expense of one pang of con- 

1 Dr Paley lias compared the paragraph, which liere terminates, with 
2 Cor. xii. 1-9, and, with his ordinary fairauss ami iri^miiu, deduces from 
them a very powerful argument for the genuineness of both epistles, and the 
truth of Christianity . — Horas Pattdiiug, chap. v. No.iv. Works, vol ii. p. 208. 
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science— one frown of the Saviour. It is obviously, however, 

equally the interest of ministers and people that a cordial at- 
tachment should subsist between them, and that on both sides 
everything should be avoided that has a tendency to diminish 
and alienate mutual Election. !t is very difficult for a minister 
to do his duty in a right spirit to a people when he has reason 
to think they have little or no attachment to him, and it is all 
but impossible for a people to derive spiritual advantage from a 
minister whom they do not respect and love. Happy is that 
Christian society when the minister loves his people, and the 
people love their minister " for the truth's sake," and when they 
manifest their mutual affection, not by warm protestations, but 
by his honestly and affectionately performing every pastoral duty, 
and by their " walking in all Christian commandments and ordi- 
nances blameless." 

SECT. IV. THE APOSTLE EXPOSES THE UNWOKTHT ACTS 01 
THE JDDAISING TEACHERS. 

The Christian ministry, if entered on with appropriate sen- 
timents, and prosecuted with conscientious fidelity, will be found 
replete with difficulties. Its toils are arduous and unceasing- 
its trials numerous and severe. He who would "war this good 
warfare" must "endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ." The man who assumes the sacred character of a 
minister of Christ, with the honest intention of performing 
its duties (and he who resumes it without such, an intention will 
find in the ultimate result of tilings that he had better have 
chosen any other profession) must lay his account with sub- 
mitting to labours often ill-appreciated, sometimes unkindly 
requited, and with meeting with trials and afflictions which are 
the more severe as coming from a quarter from which nothing 
but support and encouragement had been expected. 

It is one of the highest and purest pleasures man is susceptible 
of in the present state, which the faithful minister of Jesus 
Christ enjoys, when he clearly sees that his labours are an- 
swering their great purpose — that under his ministrations the 
thoughtless are becoming considerate — the ignorant intelligent 
— the spiritually foolish "wise unto salvation" — the bad be- 
coming good— the good becoming better — those who are far 
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from God brought near to Him, and those who are near Him 

brought still nearer, multitudes " striving to cuter into the king- 
dom of God," and those who have entered " walking worthy 
of their high calling," and rapidly "growing up in all things 
to Him who is the head." Wherever this is in any good mea- 
sure the case, there is a peculiarly strong and tender attachment 
between the Christian minister and his spiritual children, and the 
indulgence and display of ii on both sides is a source of liuart Ki.-l t 
satisfaction, lie loves them for the sake of the truth which dwells 
in them, and which he trusts will abide in them for ever. He 
" lives," i. e. he enjoys life, if they but " stand fast in the Lord." 
They are his "joy and his hope" even now, and he trusts they 
will be his "glory and his crown of rejoicing in the presence of 
his Lord Jesus at his coming." On the other hand, they " esteem 
him very highly in love for his work's sake," and, anion"' higher 
incentives, they feel the pain which their inconsistent brhavionr 
would give their best earthly friend, and the satisfaction which 
their consistent conduct would afford to him — a motive of no 
slight influence to their "walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless." 

This is a delightful state of things, and every faithful minister 
in ay reasonably expect to know something of these joys ; but at 
the same time, it is an uncertain state of things, and every faith- 
ful minister must he prepared to meet with some of his severest 
trials from a quarter from which he has already derived some of 
bis (ugliest satisfactions, and from which he was perhaps anti- 
cipating with confidence a long continuance of them. It is not 
an impossible, nor even an uncommon, thing for persons who 
seemed to he— who were — most tenderly attached to their minis- 
ter, and attached to him in consequence of having received 
from him spiritual advantage, to have their affections entirely 
alienated from him whom they so greatly esteemed and loved; 
and what is worse still, it is not impossible, nor very uncommon, 
to find this alienation of affection to their minister rising out of, 
or at any rate connected with, indifference about, or rejection of, 
those grand peculiarities of ( -hrLuun truths, of which, the faith 
and the love that grows out of it, form "the perfect bond" 1 
which unites Christians in the love of their common Lord and 
of each other. 

1 oivStviiot Trjr reXtidrip-oE— Col. iii. 14. 
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This is one of the severest trials which a Christian minister 
can meet with ; and perhaps there are few situations in which 
he is so strongly tempted to indulge something like a resentful, 
almost a malignant feeling, as when thus situated, in reference to 
those designing men, whose selfish intrigues have been the means 
of injuring the Lest interests of his people, and robbing him of 
the dearest jewel of his heart. It is comparatively an easy tiling 
for a minister to be reproached, and ridiculed, and persecuted by 
an ungodly world ; but he only knows who has felt it how bitter 
it is to see those of whose conversion and spiritual improvement 
he flattered himself he had been the instrument, to guide whom 
to heaven he felt to be his most delightful work on earth, and to 
meet with whom in heaven was not one of the least delightful 
an I ici pat ions of eternity — to see them regard him with "hard 
unkindness, altered eye," especially if, when they are turning 
their hacks on him, they also seem in extreme hazard of making 
shipwreck of faith and of a good conscience. 

It is one of the high excellences of the epistles of Paul that 
they embody a perfect directory for the Christian minister. He 
can scarcely be placed in a situation of difficulty and trial which, 
in all its most prominent circumstances, Paul has not occupied 
before him, and all that he has ordinarily to do is just to copy 
his example, to be a follower of him, as he was a follower of his 
Master. The passage that lies before us exhibits him exposed to 
that perhaps severest ministerial trial to which I have been ad- 
verting, and it is worth our while to inquire somewhat particu- 
larly how he conducted himself under it. 

In the verses preceding, he had endeavoured to revive the 
almost extinguished embers of the Galatians' affections towards 
him, by showing how fondly he cherished the recollection of 
their kind regards and offices, by which their original intercourse 
had been characterised, assuring them that however they might 
be changed he remained unaltered, and if he ever deserved their 
esteem he had not become unworthy of it. He now proceeds to 
unfold the base acts by which the Judaising teachers had en- 
deavoured at once to seduce them from their attachment to their 
spiritual father, and from the simplicity and integrity of Chris- 
tian truth, as he had taught it to them. « They zealously 
affect you, but not we!! ; yea, they would exclude you, that ye 
might affect them. But it is good to be zealously affected 
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always in a good tiling, and not only when I am present with 
you." * 

There can be no doubt as to the persons to whom the apnslle 
here refers, though he does not name them. He plainly speaks 
of the Judaising teachers. We have here an instance of what 
I may call the naturalness of the apostle's style. When speaking 
on subjects peculiarly painful, or of persons peculiarly disagree- 

:iM- t.. rj-, it- uti'-u lb- ii i ■■■ I I >i. . )■ . I - 1 - I !. i 

was no danger of the Galatians misunderstajiding him or mis- 
applying what he said, and he saves himself the pain of being 
more particular. 

These verses admit of different interpretation according to the 
sense you give to the principal word in them rendered 'zealously 
affect.' 2 If we understand the word in the meaning given to it 
by our translators — a meaning, by the way, in which it never 
occurs anywhere else in the New Testament— the apostle states 
that these- .Judaising teachers pretended the warmest attachment 
to the Galatian converts, 3 and endeavoured, though neither in 
the most honourable way, nor for the most honourable purposes, 
to ingratiate themselves with them— and that it was a leading 
object with them to exclude the Galatians from all intercourse 
with the apostle, to cut off all connection between them and him, 
that they might the more certainly succeed in their plan of re- 
taining the Galatians' affections to themselves. 

This is very good sense, and sufficiently well corresponds with 
the connection. It also presents us uilh a lesson which is not 
unneeded in our times, " to be on our guard," to use Riccaltoun's 
words, " against those who lie in wait to deceive, and to set a 
mark on those who make no scruple to attack the characters of 
men as good, if not hotter, than tliems.elves, when they stand in 
their way — a practice generally disclaimed, but, alas ! as gener- 
ally practised." But we apprehend It labours under insuperable 
objections. It gives a meaning to the principal word in the 
sentence which it certainly never has anywhere else in the New 
Testament, and which it is doubtful if it has in any book, and it 
obliges us to understand the word with different shades of mean- 
ing in each case in which it occurs in these two verses. 

The word properly signifies 'to be ardent,' and seems used 

' Gal. iv. 17, 18. J fijXowri. 5 Amorem vestrum eaptant. 
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only in this sense, either literally or figuratively, in the New 
'lVsbj.it lent. It is used to signify 'lo desire earnestly,' 1 Cor. xii. 
31; xiv. 1, 39; 'to be zealou3,' Rev. iii. 19; and 'to envy/ 
Acts vii. 9 ; xvii. 5 ; 1 Cor, xiii. 4 ; James iv. 2. 1 It is the last 
of these senses in which we apprehend the apostle uses it in the 
passage before lis — ' They envy you,' says the apostle, ' but not 
well or honourably.' Their endeavours to bring you over to 
Judaism originate, not in a benevolent, but in a very opposite 
principle. They grudge that Gentiles should be allowed to 
indulge the hope of sharing in the blessings of Messiah's reign, 
without submitting, like them, to the yoke of the Mosaic law. 
They were actuated by the same principle as the unbelieving 
Jews mentioned by Luke, Acts xvii. 5, who, " when some of 
their brethren believed along with a great multitude of the devout 
Greeks, moved with envy, 3 raised a tumult" in T lies salon lea. The 
same principle operates in diilerent ways, according to the dif- 
ferent circumstances in which the person actuated by it is placed. 
What in an unbelieving Jew produced persecution, in a nominally 
converted Jew led to artful measures to entrammel the believing 
Gentiles with the burdensome requisitions of the Mosaic law, 

" They envy you," says the apostle ; " but not well" — honour- 
ably. 5 There is a praiseworthy emulation which, by a tolerable 
license, may be termed an honourable envy. If the Judaising 
teachers, on seeing the peace and comfort which the Galatian 
converts enjoyed in walking at liberty, keeping Christ's com- 
mandments, had been so struck with the happiness of their 
situation as to have set about acquiring those extensive liberal 
views of the gospel of Christ which Paul had exhibited to the 
Galatians, and which would have relieved their consciences from 
the observance of the Mosaic law, and enabled them, too, to 
" serve" God, " not in the oldness of the letter, but the newness 
■of the spirit," that had been a praiseworthy ambition, an honour- 
able envy. But the object of their earnest desire was not to 
obtain for themselves the fellowship of that liberty wherewith 
Christ had made the Galatian converts free, but to bind round 
their neck the yoke which they refused to have unloosed from 
their own. Their envy or emulation did not stir them up 

1 <j>Qvti(Tt Kal foXoOrt. 'Envy's 
to have." • ftXiicri 
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to rise to the level of the Galathui liberty, but to bring down the 
Galalians to the level of Jewish bondage. 

' To gain their object,' says the apostle, ' they would exclude 
you,' that you may envy them.' 2 The meaning seems to be, 
They wished to exclude them ; that is, they wished to shut out 
the converted Gentiles from associating with them on equal 
terms. They refused to " cat along with them." s They wished 
to go farther : they wished to exclude them from the privilege of 
the kingdom of the, Messiah, unless they became Jews ; for their 
doctrine was, " Except ye be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved." 4 They thus wished to shut out 
the converted Galatians, that they might envy them, — that they 
might funn so high an estimate of the privilege of the circumcised 
as to solicit to be introduced into their society as the only true 
church, or at any rate, the highest form in the true church. 

Alas, how much of this spirit has been discovered in the 
Christian church in every age ! Alas, how much of it is to be 
met in our own age, notwithstanding its boasted illumination 
and liberality! How do individuals and denominations pride 
themselves on those distinctive dogmas or usages which separate 
them from the great body of Christians, — distinctions which 
must be of minor importance, which often rest entirely on human 
authority, — and obstinately refuse to admit to their c 
men of the purest faith and manners, if they will not £ 
their badge, practically saying to all around them, " Stand by, I 
am holier than thou;" and, instead of endeavouring to select 
everything that is excellent in the various forms of Christianity, 
are chiefly bent on imposing their peculiarity, which after all may 
be a defect or a deformity, on the whole Christian world as a 
term of communion. This attempt to form a sort of privileged 
order in Christ's kingdom, where all are kings and priests, which 
originated among the .ludaising Christians of the first age, is still 

1 tKKktitrai vpas SiKovour. 

3 'H/jq? is tin? talus rcc/pUts. but the weight of evidence is in favour of 
bjias. This is one of the few passages in which our translators give the 
teMus rfwptvs in the margin, and follow another and better reading in the 
text. Some suppose the meaning to he, ' They wish to exclude you from 
intercourse with me.' In this case probahly 'from me' would have beon 
added ; nor is iiutKtin, by the uma loquendi, applied to intercourse with an 
individual. 

3 Gal. ii. 12. * Acts jcv. 1. 
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made in a variety of ways ; but wherever or by whomsoever it is 
made, every enlightened Christian will regard it with disappro- 
bation, and do what lies in his power to expose its folly and 
wickedness, and prevent its success, "In reading the history of 
the church, it is hard to say whether what has gone, and still 
goes, under the name of seal, has done more good or hurt to 
religion. When regularly conducted according to the apostle's 
rule, it is the fervour of love to God and man, the very best 
thing in the world. Eat how readily dues it degenerate into 
what the apostle blames in the Judaisers, — zeal for a party ; and 
that, again, into the. bitterest enmity, which naturally leads to 
what we find the apostle cautioning against, ' biting and devour- 
ing one another!' " l 

But to return to the apostle. " But it is good to be zealously 
affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present 
with you." 2 

Those who are satisfied with our version explain these words 
in one or other of the following ways. Some refer thein to the 
Ga'atians, thus : ' These men have used dishonourable means to 
attach you to them, and it is not very much to your honour that 
they have succeeded ; but it is truly honourable to remain steadily 
attached to that which is good. You would act an honourable 
part, if the same zeal for the truths which you discovered when 
I was with you were still displayed by you, now that I am absent,' 
And others refer them to the apostle, thus : ' These men have 
dishonourably abused the facilities my absence offered them, by 
alienating your affections from me and fixing them on themselves; 
but my attachment to you is of that honourable kind in which 
absence makes no change. I loved you then ; I love you now.' 

We have already stated the reasons why we cannot accede 
to this mode of interpretation. Giving the verb its common 
meaning, and understanding it to be not in the middle but in 
the passive voice, we read, " But it is good," or honourable, " to 
be envied in a good tiling always, and not only when I am 
present with you." ft. is Letter, and more honourable, to be the 
object of the envy of these Judaisers, than to be the subject of 
their triumph. It is as if the apostle said, ' Ye were once the 
subject of their envy ; and I would God ye were the subject of 
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their envy still. I wish your place in their estimation had been 
the same in my absence that it was when I was present with 
you.' The good opinion of some men niny be bought at too 
high price. 

The words, " in a good ' thing,"— or, literally, * in that which 
is good,'— obviously refer to the faith mu.1 practice of Christianity; 
as when the apostle says, "Let not your good" 2 — that good 
thing of yours — " be evil spoken of." It is an honourable tiling 
so to assert the privileges, profess the principles, perform the 
duties, and exhibit the influence of Christianity, as to command 
the respect, and even envy, of the men of the world. And the 
doing this ought not to depend on accident nl circumstances, such 
as the presence or the absence of influential individuals, as a 
teacher or a parent. Wherever we are, and in whatever com- 
pany, let us remember that it is an honourable thing to be 
envied for Christian attainments. 8 

SECT. V.— THE APOSTLE EXPKESSES HIS DEEP ANXIETY FOR 
THEM, AND HIS WISH TO BE PRESENT WITH THEM. 

In the two succeeding verses, the apostle expresses his affec- 
tionate anxiety in reference to the Galatians in term* peculiarly 
touching. "My little children, of whom 4 I travail in birth 
again until Christ be formed in you, I desire to be present with 
you now, and to change my voice ; for I stand in doubt of 
you." 5 A more beautiful picture of pastoral affection is per- 
haps not to be found in the sacred volume. He addresses them 
in terms the most expressive of tender regard,— "My children 
—my little children." 8 They had been converted to Christianitv 
through his instrumentality; and they had given but too satis- 

5 to aya86v, Rom. xiv. 16. Christianity was at once to ko\6v and t& 
ayaObv of its genuine disciples. 

* Locke's notion, lliat k«\«> nilVrN U> tin; ninji-tlc, i.- unite untenable. 

* otJt looks back to vjias, verse 18 ; otherwise it would be an araxaKavBav : 
or rather, the use of the masculine where strict syntax seems to require the 
neuter, is to be accounted for on the princip'.i'. '■ tiiiil i > r i ■ r l i > r i t i h off en diner 
in gender from the noun to which they relate, as. the idc a expressed by them, 
and not their grammatical gender, is taken into view." Matth. xxviii. 19 ; 
John vi. 9. Winer, § 21, 1. 

6 Gal. iv. 19, 20. * TtKeia uov. 
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factory evidence that they were to be addressed as " babes in 
Christ," not as " spiritual" — " men of full age." l 

The great object of his anxiety was, "that Christ might be 
formed in them;" 2 that is, that they might be true, thorough 
Christians. The phrase is peculiarly expressive. When a man 
becomes a true Christian, " Christ is formed in him ;" that is, 
Christ's mode of thinking and feeling becomes his. The mind 
that was in Christ is in him. He has the spirit of Christ ; so 
that he thinks as Christ thought, feels as Christ felt, speaks as 
Christ spoke, acts as Christ acted, sutlers as Christ suffered. He 
is just an animated image of Jesus Christ. This, and nothing 
short of this, is to be a Christian ; and to have his people thus 
made Christians, is the great object of every faithful minister. 
Nothing short of this will satisfy him. 

The gaining of this object excited the apostle's most earnest, 
anxious desires in re I era ice to the (ialatians. There was nothing 
he would not willingH' do and suffer to secure it. " I travail in 
birth again nntil Christ be formed in you." No figure could 
more strongly express the apostle's agony of anxiety and desire. 
" I travail again in birth." He had suffered much painful 
anxiety in reference to them formerly; and now he is, as it 
were, constrained by their inconstancy to endure for them a 
second time the sorrows of a mother. 3 Who that sincerely cou- 

! 1 Cor. iii. 1. Hob. v. 13, 14. 

2 " If ministers wish to do any good, let them kbonr to form Christ, not 
to form themselves^ in their Leavers."— Calvin. 

s <i3iW is used to signify (he pains of {Testation as we!! .is of p;it-t nri I i.m, 
lil.e (lie Jleb. '---, l'siil. vii. i">, L.X.X. Erasmus' paraphra-o. 1 1l.iuj.1i some- 
what diffuse, is very beautiful: — ■' L'iiniini lieoret voles ocalos vestros in 
pectus rneum inserere, cerneretis niniiniiii quanto cum animi dolore scribam 
hire. 1'ilioli mei! sum el vos aonui Chrisl.o, lion sine iiiulto nixu ac molestia, 
mine desoiscentes a Chris-io dentin parUrio dunce plcne f'nriiietur in vobis. 
Somen lionain jeecrain nude pure Clirisiianos nnsci con veni dial, sed nescio 
quo fascmo dc^oncratis in Judieos, el. in ' a.'iam formam' transilis. Ohristns 
cclc-ti- est. spirit nil lis est, vos terreni et e", males esse lenilitis. Keel ni'lcci um 
a:iiini mm eon satis e.vpviimt oifi-lob. I'tinam mine liceat npud nos esse ut 
quod Uteris utcimiuie signified possim viva voce veins aperire. Nonnihil 
adderet vnltus, noimiliil lachrymal, nonnihil ipse voeis ardor. Ill omnia, me 
mutarem quo vos revocarem ad Christum, nunc blandi ens, nunc obl.estmis, 
nunc objurgans. Oratiimom melius ad variolates anitiiorum et ad rem pre- 
sentem aeeommodarem. Rxperirer omnes remediorum vias demee ornnes ad 
sauitalem revocassem." Not less beautiful are the words of - : the judicious 
Hooker: " — " lie piticf.h liieiu ; ho lake lit the in up in hi- arm-, : lie lovingly 
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siders the weight of the interests which hang on Christ's being 
formed in the soul can wonder at the apostle's anxiety 1 The 
true cause of wonder and of regret is that such anxiety is so rare 
in those to whom is committed the care of souls— the manage- 
ment of the highest interests of the immortal mind. 

"I desire to be present with you, that I may change my voice; 
for I stand in doubt of you." " I stand in doubt of you ;" : that is, 
' I do not know well what to think of you. I do not know well 
how to address you. I cannot think of treating you as apostates, 
and yet I cannot speak to you as consistent Christians.' « I 
desire to be present with you." ' I wish I were with you, and 
then I should be able to ascertain exactly how the matter stands.' 
" And to change my voice ;" that is, " to vary my mode of ad- 
dress according to circumstances," 2 as Luther has it. " I could 
reprove sharply them who are obstinate, and comfort the weak 
with sweet and loving words, as occasion should require," An 
epistle can but give what it lias— the loving voice of a man can 
add and diminish, and change itself into all manners of affection, 
suited to times, places, and persons. The apostle well knew the 
importance of suiting the applications to the state of the spiritual 
patient— the importance, to use the apostle Jude's expression, of 
'•making a difference," 3 " having compassion" on some, and 
" saving others by fear, pulling them out of the fire." The 
presence of a minister with his people, and, so far as it is prac- 
ticable, his intimate acquaintance with them, are of the utmost 
importance to the proper and successful discharge of the duties 

embraces them ; he Kssetli them ; with more than fatherly tenderness, does 

so U'mprr, qualify, and correct the speech he uses toward them, that a man 
<:;inii.)t fiisilv discern, whdher did most abound the love which he bore to 
their p,d]v affection, or the grief which the danger of their opinion bred 
mm.- 5 — Ihtcov.ra,'. of .hutificuhn, Works, vol. iii. p. 406. 8vo, Loud. 1K;;0. 

'a-jropoinat.—Jolm xiii. 22; 2 Cor. iv. 8 ; «.:\ r^"(,'''ro LXX. Gen. xxxii. 7. 
—<!■ unv, -in reference to you.'— I Cor. ii. 6; xiv. 11; 2 Thesa. i. 4. 
" iiTroj-joruiu is to he taken as passive : < I :un brought into embarrassrncni in 
n-;ml lo you."*— Olshausen. "Absque dubio apostolus hisee verbis majus 
quid innuit quam se de G.ilaiis ilubhuu rsse, et hesitare ouidnain de lis ass<T- 
endum sit: versu enim prscedenti vehementem animi sui ,:on-.nioi.i,,, lf .. m 
ni<licawrat. In simili forme emphasi hoc verbuni oceurrit, LXX Gen 
*wcii. 7, uhi dicitur, El limuh Jnr-nb vatde el fuk illi ansium. ■"■= -j - q, lre 
postrema verba trarisferuntur, mil qjrtvKi™."_KEu C nE!ntjs. 

* " Modo leniter modo duriter loqui prout res ferret." 

1 BiaKpivo/ityni — Jade 22. 
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of the pastoral office. " Confidence about the profession ol 
others cannot be seviptnrally regulated— if it vary not in degree 
according to the scriptural evidences they afl'ord of believing the 
truth, and it is hard to say whether it be more dangerous when 
it is on the favourable or unfavourable side." 1 

What an admirable model for a Christian minister is the 
apostle Paul ! May the Great Shepherd of the sheep deeply 
imbue all his servants with the spirit of Paul, which is, indeed, 
His own spirit, that they may he enabled to '-'feed the flock of 
the Lord, which He purchased with his blood" — to "gather the 
lambs in their arms, and to carry them in their bosom, and 
gently lead those which are with young" — to " seek that which 
is lost, and to bring that again which was driven away, and to 
bind up that which was broken, and to strengthen that which 
was sick ;" or to adopt another set of figures, that they may be 
"gentle among the people of Christ, as a nurse cherisheth her 
children— so affectionately desirous of them as to be willing to 
impart to them, not only the gospel of God, but also their own 
souls" — "labouring night, and day, exhorting, and comforting, 
and charging every one of them, as a father dotli his children." 2 
When such pastors abound, the church must flourish. Prom such 
labours divine influence will not be withheld. Then, as in the 
beginning, " The word of the Lord would have free course, and 
be glorified"— -then would " the churches have rest, and be 
edified ; walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost, they would be edified," 3 and " the exalted 
Saviour seeing of the travairof his soul would be satisfied." 

SECT. VI. — ALLEGORICAL ILLUSTRATION. 

In the paragraph which follows, the apostle endeavours to 
wean the Judaising Galatians from their strange attachment to 
an obsolete and servile economy by unfolding to them its true 
nature. This he does by referring them to an emblematical. 
representation of the two economies taken from the domestic 
history of Abraham by the prophet Isaiah (ch. liv. 1), and 
amplified by himself.* 

1 John Walker. * 1 Thess. ii. 7. 11. * Acts is. 31. 

1 This allegorical representation may he considered as a specimen of what 
the apostle would have said to them had he been with them. 
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" Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear 
the law? For it is written, that Abraham had two sons ; the 
one by a bond maid, the other by a free woman. But he who 
was of the bond woman was born after the flesh : but he of the 
free woman was by promise. Which things are an allegory : 
for these are the two covenants ; the one from the Mount Sinai, 
which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is 
Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answeret.h to Jerusalem which now 
is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which 
is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, 
Kcjoiee. thou, barren that bearest not; break forth and ciy, thou 
that travailest not : for the desolate hath many more children 
than she which bath an husband. Now we, brethren, as Isaac 
was, are the children of promise. But as then he that was born 
after the flesh persecuted him that was horn after tiie Spirit, even 
so it is now. Nevertheless, what saith the Scripture % Cast out 
the bond woman and her son : for the son of the bond woman 
shall not be heir with the son of the free woman. So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bond woman, but of the 

1. Introduction. 

The word "hear" 2 in this place, as in many other places of 
Scripture, is equivalent to, 'to attend to,' or 'to understand.' s 
The "law" may be interpreted, either of the Pentateuch, the five 
hooks of Moses, 4 or of the Mosaic institution of which it gives an 
account. The latter is its meaning when it occurs the first time, 
and the former seems to be its meaning when it occurs a second 
time. It matters little in which way you understand it. The 
force of the apostle's question Is plainly this, 'If you Galatians, 
who aspire to circumcision, and subjection to the Mosaic law as a 
privilege, understood the true nature of the law, as described in 
the inspired account of it, you would not be so anxious to bring 

1 Gal. iv. 21-31. 2 imitw. 

' Mattta, xi. 14 ; Mark iv. 33 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 2. The Hebrew »»» is used 
in the same way. " Origo formula: loquendi ex more Veterum, non legendo, 
sed recitantera audiendo, Scripts cognoscendi explieanda." — Koppe. 

" ed^oii 6s \tyii to TJjt y tut actus j3i/SXiow Wot yiip unfi iraaav tyjv Traktuav 
v&pov koXeIk."— TKKOPHTI.ACT. 
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yourselves under its yoke — you would find that to you it. is fraught, 
not with safety and honour, but with dancer and disgrace.* 1 

The notions about the law which the Judaising teachers bad 
instilled into the minds of the Galatian converts were falsi. 1 . 
Their attachment to the law was formed on these false notions ; 
and therefore the shortest and surest way of weaning them from 
their attachment to the law was the exposure of the falsehood of 
these notions, and the statement of the opposite truth. This 
statement the apostle docs not make in direct terms; but by a 
reference to a piece of Jewish history which afforded a striking 
emblematical representation of the truth on this subject, and 
which had already been employed by the prophet Isaiah. 

2. The allegory. 

" For it is written, that Abraham had two sons ; the one by a 
bond maid, the other by a free woman. But he who was of the 
bond woman was born after the flesh ; but he of the free woman 
was by promise." 2 

"For" 3 is, we apprehend, a mere connective particle here. 
" It is written," 4 is an ordinary formula of quotation. Here it 
does not mean that what follows is written in so many words in 
any of the Old Testament books; but that the facts here stated 
are related there. Abraham had a number of sons besides Isaac and 
Ishmael; but it is to these, and to the circumstances of their birth, 
subsequent conduct, history, and fate, that the apostle's discussion 
exclusively relates. Ishmael was the son of Hagar, a female slave. 
Isaac was the son of Sarah, a free woman, of the same rank with 
her husband. Ishmael was born in the ordinary course of nature. 
Isaac was born in consequence of a peculiar interference of Hea- 
ven, made known "bypromisc." Such are the facts of the history. 



3. The allegory e. 

"Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; 

the one from the Mount Sinai, which gemloretli to bondage, which 

is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth 

J " Legem lion legistis." — Vulg. " Si me lion auditis, legem ipsam quam 
amhitis, audite: ipsa vos a se ad ChrisUu.u umnsidiivit."— C. A Lavide. It 
is to the thought implied in the words that we are to trace the use of the 
particle yap, if it be more than a mere indication of connection. 

1 Gal. iv. 22, 23. 3 yap. * ytypmrrtu. 
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to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. 
But Jerusalem which is .above is free, which is the mother of us 
all. For it is written, llejoiee, thou barren that bearest not; 
break forth and cry, thou that travailest not : for the desolate 
hath many more children than she which hath an husband." ' 

The introductory words, " which things are an allegory," have 
orca-hmed much (Jiftienlty to interpreters. 2 Some have con- 
sidered them as equivalent to, 'these events were intended to 
typify eorresponding events under the Christian economy, and 
their history is to be viewed as an obscure prophecy.' The 
words certainly do not necessarily imply this : and the admission 
of the principle on which the interpretation goes, ' that every- 
thing, or almost everything, in Old Testament history is typical,' 
would lay a foundation for the indulgence of the wildest dreams 
of the imagination, 3 and would withdraw the mind from the 

' Gal. iv. 24-27. ! anva eoyip atAi/yopoipitva. 

' " Origen, and many others; nlong with ban, have seized tlie opportunity 
of torturing the Scriptures in every possible way, awny from the (rue sense. 
They emieluded that the literal sense is too moan and poor ; and that under 
the outer bark of the letter there lurk deeper mysteries, which cannot be 
extracted hut by heating out allegories. Am! this they have mi difficulty in 
accomplishing; for speculations which appear to he ingenious huve always 
been pruferred, ami always will lie preferred, by the world to solid doctrine. 

"With such approbation, the licentious system gradually attained such a 
height, that he who handli'i! Scripture for his own amusement was not. only 
suffered to pass unpunished, but obtained the highest applause. For many 
centuries, no man was considered to be ingenious who had not the skill and 
daring necessary for changing into a variety of curious shapes the sacred 
Word of Cod. This was undoubtedly a contrivance of Satan, to undermine 
the authority of Scripture, and to take away from the reading of it the true 
advantage. God visited this profanation by a just judgment, when He 
siiilered (he true meaning of the Scripture to be buried under false inter- 
pretations. 

'■ Scripture, they s;iy, is fertile, and thus produces a variety of meanings. 
1 acknowledge that Scripture is a most rich and inexhaustible fountain of all 
wisdom; but I deny that its fertility consists in the various meanings which 
any man al his pleasure may assign to it. Let us know, then, that the true 
meaning of Scripture is the natural and obvious meaning ; and id us embrace 
it, and abide by it resolutely. Let us not only neglect as doubtful, hut boldly 
set aside as deadly corrupt ions, those pretended interpretations which lead 
us away from the natural meaning," — Calvin. 

Rosenmiiller's "Historia Interprctationis librorum Sacronmi in ecclesia 
Christiana ab Apostclorum astatc ad literarum instauratioiiem," in five 
volumes, is a most entertaining and instructive work, well worthy the careful 
perusal of every one who devotes himself to the interpretation of Scripture. 
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rational interpretation of the Old Testament histoiy, and the 
important religions and moral instruction which thus interpreted 
it is calculated to convey. 1 

Others consider the words as equivalent to, ' These historical 
facts may be turned to account as affording an emblematical 
illustration of the true nature of the two divine economies of 
which I am discoursing;' but it seems plain that the apostle 
sj leaks of these diets a* if they had already been used as emblems. 
lie does not make the allegory ; but he takes up an allegory 
formed to his hand, and applies it to his purpose. 

1 apprehend the phrase, " which things are an allegory," is 
just equivalent to, "which things are allegorized ;" 2 to wit, in 
the book of the prophet Isaiah, in the passage which the apostle 
immediately quotes from the fifty-fourth chapter. 3 On no other 
supposition can you account for his quoting this passage; and this 
principle of interpretation, as we shall soon see, carries light 
through the whole paragraph. 4 

Let us first of all examine the passage in Isaiah, quoted bv the 
apostle, in which the allegory is to he found. The passage is 
quoted from the Greek translation commonly in use when the 

_ ' " The sacred writers, in the illumination of the Divine Spirit, understood 
history, as it. were, in ith mmaiura: they looked into the heart of things; 
and thus beheld already formed, when as yet in the earliest germ, like fruit 
in the blossom, what was later to he developed. Without this spiritual in- 
tuition, a similar modi; of proceeding— that of the Uabhins and emiir.siasts 
of all descriptions used at all times,— is only a means plausibly to impart a 
liil.i'T.eril iiLjit'Mim to the wildest creations of phrenzy. Wc therefore, as not 
being favoured with so intense an operation of the Spirit, cannot proceed 
independently in the adoption of typos, but must adhere to those expressed 
and sanctioned in the Scriptures." — Olsuausen, 

2 See Constantini Lexicon, in- vot. avaToi^iia. 

* There is little or no force in Koppe's objection to this exegesis, that if it 
were correct, the word ought to be nM.i)yr,pi/fiivn. not uXhj-ynpcifteva. It is 
common in all languages to speak in the present of (he contents of actually 
e.ti-iihig books, though these books may have been written in a distant age. 

* Luther seems to have seen this; for he says, "The apostle showeth l.y 
i.'ii' ■i. ! /,.if:y uf the. pruph:l Iwi/ih" etc. Anthony Collins, the free- thinker, 
olifeets that the apostle here sophist iciilly uses ;i:i al.'eaorv us an argument; 
hut he mistakes the ease. The apostle shows that an allegory of the "prophet 
Isaiah, when rightly interpreted, teaches precisely the same doctrine which 
he does respecting the law and the promise,- a perfectly legitimate argument, 
and one well fitted to have weight with those to whom it whs addressed. See 
an excellent note in Gerard's /nstittit,'? of Bitiisa! Criticism, p. 466. 
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apostle wrote, and it exactly enough corresponds with the sense 
of the Hebrew original. The meaning of the closing phrase is 
better given here than in our translation of the Old Testament 
— " her that hath u," or rather the, " husband," conveys the idea 
of the original phrase better than " the married wife." 

The prophet's address obviously goes on the following hypothe- 
sis : a man who, as it appears from the apostle's interpretation. 
is Abraham, has two wives, — the one of whom, Sarah, on account 
of her barrenness, lives as it were in temporary widowhood ; 
while the other, Hagar, " has the husband," and brings him a 
son. The mystical Sarah is congratulated by the propliet because 
the period of her reproach and desertion is hastening to an end, 

.iii-l I ■•fiMD.it- l..-i ..it i mi.' , lull utnni-il-ly 1-f '■• ihiih-T'XJ! ili'iii 

that of the mystical Hagar wlio long seemed to occupy her place. 

In plain terms, the passage is a prediction that a period was 
coming when the spiritual descendants of Abraham should bo 
far more numerous than his merely natural descendants ever 
were — when the true children of God should be more numerous 
than the nominal children of God, the Israelitish people, had 
been. We have a similar use made of a fact in ancient history 
by the prophet Jeremiah respecting the Babylonian eapriv.itv, 
and by the evangelist-Matthew in reference to the slaughter of 
the infants of Bethlehem. 1 

But let us look at the apostle's explanation of the allegory. 
These women spoken of by the prophet allegorical])-, Sarah and 
Hagar, " are the two covenants." This is a mode of speech of the 
same kind as when our Lord says of the bread, " This is my 
body," that is, it. represents it, signifies it ; and when the apostle 
says of the smitten rock, "That rock was Christ." In this 
allegory, these two women represent or signify the two covenants. 
Similar modes of expression are to be found, — Genesis xli. 26: 
Matthew xiii. 20, 22, 38, 39 ; John vi. 41 ; Apoc. xvii. 15. I 
have already stated to you that the English word "covenant" 
does not exactly answer to the original t.onn,- which is much 
more comprehensive in its meaning. ' Constitution ' or ' arrange- 
ment' comes nearer to it. But what are the two constitutions 
or covenants here spoken of? Some interpreters explain them 
of what are ordinarily termed the covenant of works and the 

1 Gen. xxx. I, 2. Jtr. xxxi. 15. Matth. ii. 17. " BiaftjKi;. 
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covenant of grace. Others, of the two dispensations, the Mosaic 
and the Christian. An examination of what the apostle says 
will probably convince us, that while there is an approximation 
to truth in both of these opinions, neither of them is exactly 
accurate. " The one," says the apostle, " from the Mount 
Sinai gendereth unto bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar 
is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem, which 
now is, and is in bondage with her children." The one covenant 
or constitution is that from Mount Sinai ; it is that order of 
things under which the Jews were placed at Mount Sinai to 
keep them a separate people, commonly termed " the law." 
That constitution "gendereth to bondage " 1 — bringeth forth 
children who are slaves. 2 The children of a constitution or 
covenant are the persons who are under it, and whose characters 
are formed by that constitution. The children of " the law " 
were the Israelites generally, and the Gentiles who submitted 
to it. It was formed on a servile principle, " do, and live ;" and 
so far as men were influenced by it only, they must have had a 
servile and not a filial character. 

"We are never to forget, however, that the promise was before 
the law, and that the law did not disannul the promise. Be- 
lievers under the law were not destitute of the filial character; 
but the law under which they were, infused even into their feel- 
ings and services something servile ; while, on the other hand, 
unbelievers under the law, who formed the great majority, 
were entirely slaves, obeying merely from the fear of external 
evil and the hope of external good. This is the constitution 
which Hagar in the allegory represents. 

The words which follow, " For this Agar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia," have greatly perplexed interpreters. 8 Their perplexity 
seems principally to have originated in supposing that the 
apostle was speaking of the woman Hagar, while in reality he is 

' ch SovXci'af yevvoura. 

1 According to a dictum of the civil law, " Partus sequitur ventrem." 
3 " We are not to understand these words as if St Paul meant to say, 
riiy.auie McjiisiI, Siiuii is called Ha,jar in Arabic, thrtjbrc Abraham's servant 
of that name must be a type of the law; but only in this way, M Abraham's 
maid-servant Ilayar is a type of the law, it is also remarkable, and may be 
considered as providential, that an identity of name between her and the 
mountain from which the law was given should exist, and that, too, in the 
language of the descendants of Hagar's son."— Olshausen. 



v Google 



P. V. § 6.] ALLEGORICAL ILLUSTRATION. 2o5 

speaking of the word only — her name. The truth is, that the 
word* seem not to contain an explanation of any part of the 
allegory, but merely to embody a passing remark as to the mean- 
ing of the word " Agar " in the Arabian language. " For this 
word Agar in Arabia is," or signifies, "Mount Sinai." 1 The 
word "Agar" in Arabia signifies a rock, a rocky part of the 
country, a rocky mountain such as we know Sinai is; and we 
are told by oriental travellers, that this name is given by the 
Arabs to that mountain. ' The rock,' by way of eminence. 2 It 
is just as if the apostle had said, — ' By the way, it is a remark- 
able circumstance, that in Arabia the name of Mount Sinai is 
Agar.' The words then (whether proceeding originally from the 
pen of the apostle, or, what is not impossible, being originally a 
marginal remark afterwards introduced into the text) are to he 
considered as parenthetical, and the sense goes on just as if they 
had not been introduced, 3 

" Agar," then, in the allegory, " auswereth," i or corresponds, 
" to Jerusalem that now is, and is in bondage with her children." 
Jerusalem, the metropolis of the Holy Land, the seat of religion, 
is naturally enough used for Judaism. "Jerusalem that now 
is," 5 is just Judaism in its present state. Now Judaism in the 
apostle's times, was just as it were the embodied representation 
of' the constitution given at Mount Sinai, unmodified by the 
promise. The unbelieving Jews were under the unmitigated 
slavish influence of that economy. " Jerusalem which now is, 
is in bondage with her children." Agar is the emblem of the 
law, and Tshmael of those who are under it. 

The other part of the allegory is more briefly explained, — 
" But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of 
us all." It is quite plain, though it is not expressed, that 

1 "When a noun of any gender h iim>:t;i>r;\l in a material sense, merely 
aa a word, it takes the neuter article."— W user, § 27, 5, Note 2. 

1 As the Romans called Rome "TJrbs;" and the Athenians called Athens, 

s Riccaltoun takes a peculiar view of the construction of the p;i><i;ige. to 
"Ayap he considers as equivalent to, " As to the figurative Hagar, this is the 
truth: ' Sinai is a mountain in Arabia; but it answers to the present Jeru- 
salem in bondage with her children.'" This is obviously quite unsatisfactory. 

* rrvo-Toixti. ' ^ ™" 'itpovoaTti/p. 

6 Had the antithesis been fully brought out, we should have had i) 5* hipa 
ilMa) ds i\tv8tptav ytwwra fris Siippu, trvtrroixf't 8f t;) ava 'fipovm&w 
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Sarah the barren woman in the allegory is significant of another 
covenant or constitution which answereth to what is here termed 
" Jerusalem from above." l What that constitution is, it is not 
very difficult to perceive. It is not what systematic theologians 
call the covenant of grace ; far less is it what is ordinarily called 
the Christian dispensation. Let us look at the allegory, and it 
will guide us in our explanation of it. 

Sarah, the barren woman, was Abraham's wife previously to 
his biking Hagar for his concubine. The constitution of which 
Sarah was the type in the allegory, must surely then be a consti- 
tution which existed prior to that of which Hagar was the 
type. What is it then hut the other constitution which the 
apostle in the context contrasts with the law, even " the 
covenant which was confirmed before of God" in reference to 
the Messiah, and which the law could not disannul * It is just 
the method of salvation made known to Adam immediately after 
the fall, more fully made known to Abraham, and still more 
fully unfolded by the prophet, and "manifested" in the gospel 
revelation. 

This constitution, of which Sarah is the emblem, corresponds 
to, is embodied in, " the Jerusalem above." These words are 
often interpreted of the celestial church ; but in this way of con- 
sidering the phrase, it is difficult to see what is meant by its 
being the "mother of all believers." The word " above " a is 
used in reference to time as well as place. The phrase before us 
may mean either the Jerusalem that is above in place — that is, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, or it may mean the Jerusalem above 
in time, or the ancient Jerusalem. 3 That the last is its meaning 
here, seems probable from its being contrasted, not with Jerusalem 

Tfl e\cv8ipa fris (Wi wmp ndvrav fomv. The ancient Romans used to say, 
"Roma communis nostra patria est." {nsiim = nai avn) piv tori. 
1 ij Sva 'UpmitraKrip. * ^ 

* Luther has dearly seen that it cannot refer to the Jerusalem above as 
to place, though he does not seem to have had even a glimpse of the true 
meania^ : yet his note is worth transcribing. " Jerusalem which is above is 
not the city of life to come, or the church triumphant, as the idle and un- 
learned monks and school doctors dreamed, who taught that the Scrbhirc 
had four senses,— the literal, the figurative, the allegorical, and the moral. 
The new and heavenly Jerusalem is ;t[>po:ntecl of God on earth, and not in 
heaven, to be the mother of us all, of whom we have been gendered, and yet 
daily are gendered." 
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below or Jerusalem on the earth, but with Jerusalem that now 
is. Jerusalem seems to have been a seat of religion before the 
Israelii!*!) economy. Melchizedec, the priest of the most high 
God, was king of Salem, which wc know was an ancient name 
for Jerusalem, and which was embodied in its later appellation. 1 
Zedee seems also to have been an ancient name, of Jerusalem. 
This is asserted by the pseudo Josephus. 2 Adonizedek is the 
king of Jerusalem as Adoni-bezek is the king of Bezek ; Joshua 
x, 1 ; Judges i. 5 ; and there seems a reference to this in Isaiah 
i. 26 ; Jer. xxxi. 33. In this ease, " Jerusalem above," or the 
ancient Jerusalem, is a very appropriate emblem of the religion 
of fallen man in its primitive form before " the law was added," 
which is substantially the religion of the New Testament, the 
latter being the complete development of the former. It is, I 
apprehend, in reference to the state of tilings in which Melchi- 
zedec was a priest, that our Lord is termed a priest, not after the 
order of Aaron, who was the priest of a peculiar people, but 
after the order of Melchizedec, wdio was the priest of mankind. 
The expression means more than this. 

If, however, we should understand the word "above" as referring 
to place, the idea is this, — ' All believers of every age have gone 
to heaven ; and when a man becomes a believer, he joins the 
great society they belong to.' Thus the conversion of the 
Gentiles is described as their coming and sitting clown "with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of their Father;" 
and the apostle, speaking of believers on the earth, says, That they 
are "come to the spirits of the just made perfect." 3 In either 
view of it, Jerusalem is the true spiritual church consisting of 
genuine believers from the beginning down to the present time. 

1 This view is supported by Oederus Miscell. Nov. Lips, vol. iv. p. 3; 
Teenekius, in his Co\,v,nvnt. E.i<-i. dtpr-h.o< Hit niiuhnta ; Michaelis, J. D. in 
his Tfutce ad paraph. Epp. Pauli ; and an anonymous writer in the 
Siyc'nion, Magazine, 1839, whose three papers are most creditable to 
his learning, ingenuity, and industry. Dr Adam Clarke states, that 
" Kimchi, speaking of Melehizedck, king of Salem " (in a note on Salem), 
" say.;, r.~-i v.-j ei'wv m, — ' This is the Jerusalem from above;'" but I have 
not been able to verify the reference. Wet stein, who is a safer guide on 
such subjects than Adam Clarke, refers the dictum to Midras Hannaalim,f. 
22, 33. I have no doubt he is accurate. 

2 Joseph Ben Gorionis, in his History, lib. xxxii. chap. 0. 
1 Matth. viii. 11. Heb. xii. 22. 
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That church is free. Its principles are free and generous. They 
lead men to obey from love. Its first principle is, ' believe and 
live ; and love, and do, and enjoy.' In the original state of 
the spiritual church, its members were untrammelled by such car- 
nal ordinances as were afterwards enjoined ""because of trans- 
gressions." With the exception of a very few simple rites, its 
service was spiritual and rational. It preserved a filial spirit 
in all who belonged to it. Even under the servitude of the law, 
and now in the most perfect state as to revelation in which it is 
to be exhibited on earth, its members are "made free by the 
Son, and are free indeed." ' 

This primitive catholic church, which is founded on the promise 
of mercy, is " the mother of us all," says the apostle ; that is, of 
all believers whether they be Jews or Gentiles. They are all 
Abraham's spiritual seed — all children of the mystical Sarah ; 
and they are a numerous family — " a multitude, which no man 
can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues." 2 

4. The Allegory Extended and Explained. 

Such is the apostle's exposition of the prophet's allegory. But 
he not only explains the prophet's allegory, he also extends it. 
He has already done so in introducing the idea of the free and 
servile condition of the emblematical females and their oif^pT'ing ; 
but he further emplov ? it bv showing how strikingly the conduct 
and the fate of tlie servile and the Iree-born offspring of Abraham 
emblematically represent the conduct and late of those "who are 
of the law," and those " who are of the faith of Christ." 

Let us consider a little more particularly this application. 

1 Vitrmga, who tabes tliis view, supposes that there is reference to the 
fact that Jerusalem was composed of two parts, one of which was called t/ 

*.it« n-nAir. and the oilier Oiided i) <V.™ 7,-i,\t, : ar.il that the last, of these — ■ 
JiTiisuli'in the [ "pper, Mount Zion, the City of David, comprehending Mount 
Moriah, the seat of the temple, as contrasted ivil.li the Lower City — is em- 
plovtii bv the apostle as an emblem of the celestial church. I do not see 
what light this throws on the subject. At the same time, it is but justice to 
state, that Vitringa was, so far as I know, the first to see clearly that the 
prediction in Isaiah is the key to this paragraph, and to apply the key in a 
satisfactory explanation. l'eirce's iJ^scruliiin, fuliowmi;- in the same track, 
lias aiso done ^ood service to the cause of principled exegesis. 
1 Rev. vii. 9. 
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" Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. 1 
But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless, what 
saith the Scripture 1 Cast out the bond woman and her son : 
for the son of the bond woman shall not be heir with the son of 
the free woman," a The word "we" plainly refers to all who, 
with the apostle, whether Jews or Gentiles, expected salvation 
by faith in Christ without the works of tlie law. ' We believei'3 
are, as Isaac was, " the children of promise." ' The general 
meaning of the word is plain enough. ' In this allegory, we 
believers are represented by Isaac, and those who are of the 
works of the law are represented by Islmiael. We and they 
stand in a relation to God, and to one another, similar to that in 
which Isaac and Isbmael stood to their father, and to one 
another.' 

There can be no doubt that this is the leading idea; but 
it is not so easy distinctly to perceive in what the similarity 
consists. At first view, the words may seem merely to state the 
fact that, as Sarah, in the allegory, represents the promise, — so 
Isaac represents believers, the children of the promise. Had 
this, however, been the apostle's meaning, he would not have 
said "the children of promise," or rather, "children of promise/' 
but ' the children of the promise.' 

Some have sought the resemblance in Fsanc being " by promise," 
in opposition to Ishmael " being born of the flesh." The relation 
between the Israelites and God, originating in the law, was a 
relation into which they were brought by natural descent : the 
relation into which believers are brought with God o _" 
a supernatural divine influence, which is the subject of p 
Others seek it in the fact that Isaac was a genuine believer, and 
in this sense " a child of the promise." ' As Isaac was by faith 
an heir of the promise, so are we.' Neither of these views is 
satisfactory. I am disposed to think the phrase, "children of 
promise," is a Hebraism, and is equivalent to promised children. 
Isaac was Abraham's promised son. It was to him that the 
promise of a son made to his father referred,. — not Ishmael, who, 
though Abraham's son, was not his promised son. Now, in like 

1 Kara "Icroiix, " like Isaac." Eph. iv, 24 ; Heb. viii. £>. 
1 Gal. iv. 28-30. 
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sr, believers are the promised children— the spiritual seed 
promised to Abraham, as the father of all who believe. This 
idea is strikingly expressed by the apostle in his Epistle to the 
Romans, when he states that 'Abraham was justified while un- 
circumcised, that it might be plain that uneircumcised believers 
were his spiritual children, and that no circumcised person was 
his spiritual child unless he was also a believer;" and when he 
states that ' all Abraham's children arc not reckoned his smd;' i 
and that they who are merely the children of the flesh, those are 
not the sons of God, but the children of the promise are counted 
ibr the seed.' 8 

In this statement is plainly implied its counterpart, that they 
who are of the works of the law — who expect justification and 
eternal life by observing its requisitions — are, like Ishmael, not 
promised children. It is not to them that the promises made to 
Abraham's spiritual seed refer at all: it is to us believers, and to 
us alone, that all the glorious privileges ascribed to Abraham's 
seed, mentioned in the promise, belong. Ishmael may possess 
the wilderness ; but Canaan is Isaac's promised portion. Ishmael 
may obtain a number of gifts, not without their value ; but the 
birthright and inheritance are Isaac's. 

The apostle proceeds to show that the analogy holds as to the 
character and conduct of the two classes, of which Ishmael and 
Isaac are emblems. " But as then he that was born after the 
flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is 
now." * The fact on which the analogy proceeds is this, that 
" he that was born after the flesh" — that is, Ishmael — " perse- 
cuted," or maltreated, " him that was born after the Spirit," that 
is, Isaac. How Ishmael came to be said to be " born after the 
flesh," we have already explained. Ho was Abraham's son ; and 
that is all that can be said of him. But how is Isaac said to be 
" born after the Spirit" ? We have no reason to doubt that 
Isaac was a true saint — a man " born of the Spirit ;" but whether 
he was so at the time Ishmael persecuted him w r e cannot tell. 
And, at any rate, there does not seem any reference to what is 
ordinarily called regeneration here ; for it is of Ishmael and Isaac 
as children of Abraham that the phrases " after the flesh" and 

1 Rom., iv. 10-] 2. * Vide Hallet's Observations. * Rom. ix. 7, 8. 
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" after the Spirit " are employed. The phrase " after the Spirit," 
as opposed to that " after the flesh," seems equivalent to ' in an 
extraordinary manner, by Divine agency,' much in the same way 
as it is used in the following expression : — ." Not by might, nor 
by [lower, but by my Spirit, saitli the Lord of hosts."' 

The fact to which the apostle refers is recorded, Gen. xxi. 
9-12 : "And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which 
she had born unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she said 
unto Abraham, Cast out this bond woman and her son : for the 
son of the bond woman shall not be heir with my sou, even with 
Isaac. And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight 
because of his son. And God said unto Abraham. Let it not be 
grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 
bond woman ; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken 
unto her voice ; for hi Isaac shall thy seed be called." What 
the precise nature of this persecuting or mocking was it is need- 
less to inquire. It is plain from Sarah's opinion, which was 
sanctioned by the express approbation of God, that it was no 
trifle — something which made it necessary to banish Ishmael 
from the family. The cause of Ishmael' s dislike, and ill-u-age 
of Isaac, though not recorded, was very probably envy of his 
brother's peculiar privileges. 

In this point, then, says the apostle, the analogy holds. Those 
whom Ishmael represents in the allegory still persecute those 
whom Isaac represents. The descriptive appellations given to 
Ishmae! and Isaac are given also to those whom they represent. 
"They of the law" are represented as, like .Ishmael, "born after 
the flesh." They are mere outward Jews. They become the no- 
minal people of God, either by natural descent, or by submitting 
to the carnal ordinances of the Mosaic institution. There is 
nothing spiritual in their relation or character- — nothing super- 
natural in the way in which they are formed. On the other 
hand, "they of the promise" — they who believe are represented 
as, like Isaac, born of the Spirit. They are " Israelites indeed," 
" inward Jews." 2 They become the true children and people of 
God by the belief of the truth, which belief is of the operation of 
God. Their relation to God is spiritual, and that relation is 
super naturally formed. 

1 Zech. iv. 6. 

- riXjjtei 'lapaijAlTni — iv ti3 K/ivin-iS 'IovSuioi.— John i. 48 ; Rom. ii. 29. 
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' Now,' sajs the apostle, ' as Ishmael persecuted Isaac, so do 
those horn of the flush persecute still those who are born of the 
Spirit.' The Jews, who obstinately rejected Christ and his reli- 
gion, persecuted those who embraced them. They were the 
fiercest enemies of the primitive church. It is of them the 
apostle speaks when he says, " They both killed the Lord Jesus 
and their own prophets, and have persecuted us ; and they 
please not God, and are contrary to all men ; forbidding us to 
speak to the Gentiles, that they might be saved, to fill up their 
sins alway : for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost." ' 
The best commentary on these words is to be found in the book 
of the Acts of the Apostles. 2 In the words of an accomplished 
writer, 5 " As Ishmael persecuted Isaac with taunt, and sarcasm, 
and keen-edged mockery, nay, possibly with heavier weapons, 
and more substantial tokens of boyish antipathy, and rivalry, 
and passion, the buffet and the blow, and all the tortures and 
petty tyranny which Iibimu'Ts superior ago a.nd strength enabled 
him to exercise over his envied brother, most probably a delicate 
and gentle child, — as he turned out a meek, and tranquil, and 
meditative man, — even so the children of the servile persecuted 
those of the free Jerusalem. Stung with jealous rage at the 
claims of the infant church — which had arisen, as it were, to 
push them from their stools, to rob them of their birth-right, to 
supplant them in the prerogatives which they thought and 
gloried in as rightfully their own — they poured upon the head 
of the detested sect the last extremes of scorn and cruelty. They 
smote now the heart of ibe Christian with the scourge- of tonyiics, 
and now his person with the lictors' rods ; now they sought to 
overwhelm his character with barbed and venomous reproaches, 
' sharp sleet of arrowy shower,' and now hurled at his head 
missiles of more ponderous and crushing sway. Wherever their 
influence reached, they laboured in stirring up against the church 
a perpetual and unrelenting persecution, and exhausted all the 
resources of subtlety and violence in testing to the uttermost the 
meekness, and patience, and power of endurance which that young 
church, mighty in weakness, had inherited from its founders." 

1 1 Thess. ii. 15, 16. 

3 Acts iv. 1-6, 18; v. 17, 40; vi. 9, etc.; ix. 1, 2; xiii. 45; xiv. 19; 
xvii. 5, 13; xxi. 20; xxii. 22, etc. ; xxiii. 2, 12; etc. etc. 
* Brown Patterson.— Discourses, vol. ii. pp. 459, 460. 
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Those unbelieving Jews were not, however, the only class of 
the children of the bond woman who persecuted the children of 
the free woman. A considerable number of Jews pro leased to 
believe Jesus to be the Messiah, while at the same time they 
retained their carnal views as to the character of the Messiah, 
the design of His mission, and the nature of His kingdom ; and 
these nominal, false Christians harassed those who had juster, 
more spiritual, and more liberal views of the Christian economy. 
These men called themselves Christians; but they were in re- 
ality " the enemies of the cross of Christ," and the enemies of 
all those who gloried in it. 

But the apostle traces an analogy, not only between the con- 
duct of Ishmael and Isaac, and that of the two classes he is 
speaking of, but also between their destinies. "Nevertheless, 
what s;iith the Scripture? Cast out the bond woman and her 
son : for the son of the bond woman shall not be heir with the 
son of the free woman." ' The words here quoted are, as we 
have seen, the words of Sarah 5 to Abraham when she was dis- 
pleased at Ishmael's mocking and abusing her son. The counsel 
of Sarah, we are told, " was very grievous in Abraham's sight 
because of his son ;" but it was sanctioned by divine approba- 
tion, and was of course followed by Abraham, 3 The design 
of the apostle is plainly to bring before the mind of his readers 
these ideas. Ishmael was expelled the family of Abraham, and 
excluded from the inheritance. " They who are of the law " shall 
be expelled from the family of Goo*, and excluded from the 
inheritance of his children. Isaac obtained the inheritance; 
and so also shall all " they of the promise," or in other and equi- 
valent words, " of the faith of Christ." 

It is not at alt improbable that the apostle here has a reference 
to the plain and public proof which Jehovah was soon about to 
give in the complete destruction of the Jewish polity — of His 
rejection of the unbelieving Jews as His people — " the cutting 
off of the natural branches," as he phrases it in the eleventh 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. " Ere long the decree 
went forth from God which stript them of the power they loved 
so well, and had wielded so unsparingly, of persecuting the 
chosen seed. As of Hagar and Ishmael it had been said, so of 

1 Gal. iv. 30. * Qen. xxi. 10. ' Gen. xxl 12. 
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the Mosaic institute, and those who clung to it as their justifying 
plea, their title to God's favour, their glory, and their hone — of 
the law and of her children it was said, ' Cast out the bond maid 
and her sons.' The authority of the Mosaic law was abolished 
—the system of its institutions was subverted. From the tents 
wherein they had dwelt so long around the tabernacle and pa- 
vilion of their God, from the mountain of Jehovah's heritage, 
from the pale of his acknowledged people, his chosen family, 
they were driven forth, and long, like Ishmael, they have had 
their abiding place in the wilderness, and long have wandered to 
and fro, 'tribes of the wandering foot and weary eye/ seeking 
rest, and finding none, fainting often ii.ir thirst, like II n gar and her 
son, in Beersheba's wilderness*, yet still in a special Providence 
sustained and miraculously delivered, earning from the wilder- 
ness over which they are scattered a random and scanty sus- 
tenance, like that old huntsman of the desert, ' their hand 
against every man,' or at least every man's hand against them. 
.Meanwhile 'the free Jerusalem, who is the mother of us all,' 
hath been brought back again in nuptial pomp into the palace 
of the king, with gladness and with mirth on every side, and 
now shines forth in matron dignity, rejoicing in the name re- 
ceived from God, of" Sarah" — lady, that is, a princess — the ac- 
knowledged spouse ol' her Saviour-God,— the Consort-queen of the 
King of kings. The Lord hath looked on her reproach, and she 
hath become 'the joyful mother of children.' She has broke 
forth on the right hand and the left, and her seed has inherited 
the nations. How amply this prediction has been fulfilled since 
'the promise' took the name of the gospel, we need not tell. 
' The world hath seen a nation born — 

And the time is coming when the Lord shall yet more illus- 
triously fulfil His promise to Sarah, that He will make her seed 
as ' the dust of the earth, in numerable,' —when all of the race of 
man shall become the children of the church, and even far scat- 
tered Israel shall return from their long and weary exile, and 
with ' the innumerable multitude out of every kindred, and 
people, and tongue, and nation,' shall be adopted into her glori- 
ous and happy household. 

: \\':<i: (Town'il wii.li li:;lil. iiiiiicrui' ^ii'mi. hm.'! 
Exalt thy towering head, and lift thine eye. 
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See a long race thy spacious courts adorn, 
See future sons and daughters yet unborn, 
In crowding ranks on every side arise, 
Demanding life, impatient for (lie skies.' " 1 

But it would be wrong to confine the apostle's meaning to this 
particular proof of God's easting the children of the bond woman 
out of his family. He seems plainly to have meant to bring 
forward the general truth, < That no man who sought for salva- 
tion by obedience to the Mosaic law could possibly obtain an 
interest in the blessings of the Christ ism salvation.' Whether he 
rejected Christianity altogether, or whether he endeavoured to 
connect an acknowledgment of the Messiah ship of Jesus Christ 
along with obedience to the Mosaic law, as the ground of his 
hopes of acceptance with God, he equally shut himself out from 
|-.iii.-,j.,iiiiil' in lb- I I in.-: ■ i < l.r ■ i .1 . , i i , ,, 

receive it in the only form in which it is offered — " The gift of 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord." The leading law of the 
spiritual church in all ages is, "the man who is just by faith 
shall live." That law, as more fully and plainly stated under 
the New Testament dispensation, runs thus, " Whosoever be- 
lieveth shall be saved"—" God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever Lelicvcrh in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." He who refuses to accept of 
salvation in this way must want it: .For "there is no name 
given under heaven, or among men, whereby men must be saved" 
but the name of Jesus, and no way of obtaining a personal inte- 
rest in his salvation but by believing. " He that believeth not 
shall be damned." " He is condemned already, and the wrath 
of God abideth on him." 

While there can be no doubt, then, that the apostle had 
directly in view the Jewish opposers of true spiritual Christian- 
ity, his principles are much more widely applicable. In every 
age, not only have there been two parties — the church and the 
world, like Abraham's family and the surrounding nations — but 
there have been two parties in wdiat is called the church — those 
who submit to God's method of justification, and those who go 
about to establish a method of justification of their own— like 
Jsaae and Ishmael, both in the family of Abraham externally. 

1 Brown Patterson, ut sup. 
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Them always have been men who professed to believe Christianity, 
while they did not understand its true nature ; and who, while 
they called Christ their only Lord and Saviour, were in reality 
the servants of men, and trusting in something else than His 
righteousness for their salvation. Sometimes this has been the 
character of the great body of a religious society, as in the case 
of the Roman church, falsely styled catholic. In all ages it has 
been the character of some in every religions body. These 
children of the bond woman have always been persecutors of the 
children of the free — Rome Papal has been a more cruel enemy 
of vital spiritual Christianity than ever Rome Pagan was. The 
worst enemies of the truly evangelical party in every established 
church are their nominal brethren who think cf justification " as 
if it were by the works of the law ;" and, generally speaking, 
enlightened, consistent Christians, with whom Christ is all in all, 
are the objects of the peculiar dislike of those who, while they cling 
to the name Christian, have dismissed from their religion almost 
all direct reference to Christ as the Lord of their faith, and the 
ground of their hope. 

These two classes of men have always existed, and are likely 
in some measure to continue to exist to the end. The tares and 
the wheat will not be completely separated till the harvest. But 
they shall then, be separated. " The children of the bond woman 
shall not be heirs with the children of the free woman." Mere 
nominal Christians— those who have never been "justified by 
the faith of Christ," nor regenerated by his Spirit, though they 
may have had a place in his church iiere, of which they were 
unworthy, shall have no place in the church above. They 
seemed here "children of the kingdom:" but instead of being 
admitted to "sit down with Abraham, Isaac, ;uid Jacob, in the 
kingdom of their Father," they shall he "cast out into outer 
darkness, where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth." This is a consideration which may well alarm us all. 
Nothing but scriptural, spiritual, Christian, religion will save. 
Nothing short of an implicit belief of Christ's gospel, an unre- 
served dependance on his atonement, a universal transformation 
by his Spirit, a constant reliance on his assistance, a habitual 
submission to his will, can prove us " children of the promise " 
— heirs of the inheritance. 

The paragraph, the illustration of which I have finished, is 
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s above all others fitted to give distinct and accurate ideas 
respecting the great economies, or covenants, or arrangements 
by which God lias developed and executed his purpose of mercy 
to man. I take leave of it, in the words of the author already 
repeatedly quoted, in his elegant dissertation on this important 
passage. " Such is the allegory drawn, first by'the prophet and 
then by the apostle, from the history of Abraham's household. 
We do not need the practical inference, at least in the same 
shape which Paul intended the Galatian church to draw from 
its consideration — that they should steadfastly resist the acts and 
efforts of the Judaising teachers, by whom they were at this time 
assailed, and against whom he wrote the epistle before us, labour- 
ing as they did, and straining every nerve to bring back the 
Galatian converts unto the yoke of an over-dated bondage, by 
persuading them of the necessity of submission to the Mosaic 
institute Tor ultimate salvation. Be then our first practical 
lesson a lesson of gratitude that we need not this instruction ; 
that to us it has been given distinctly to behold ' the wall of 
partition ' utterly thrown down, and ' the handwriting of 
ordinances ' finally abolished, to exult in the unclouded light and 
unfettered liberty of the gospel, and to acknowledge as the com- 
mon ' mother of us all ' the mystic Sai-ab, the free Jerusalem. 
And be it further ours, to take especial heed that we not merely 
call ourselves, but are, her children ; that our character is befitting 
those who profess to be the children not of the bond woman, but 
of the free ; that we love our heavenly Father with a filial and 
ingenuous love, and our Christian brethren with fraternal regard 
and sympathy ; that we imbibe our spiritual mother's spirit, and 
by her maternal instructions are daily becoming educated and 
ripe for heaven. So shall we share the present privileges of her 
holy household ; so shall we sympathise and exult in the glori- 
ous prospects which are before her, even in our fallen world ; so 
especially shall we share her joy in the anticipation now, in the 
inheritance hereafter, of ' the glory that is to be revealed,' when 
she shall be presented to her immortal spouse in sublime, un- 
sullied loveliness, ' a glorious church without spot or wrinkle ;' 
when she shall be acknowdedged and welcomed by all the inhabi- 
tants of heaven as ' the bride,' ' the Lamb's wife ;' when He 
shall encircle her fair brows with the spouse's diadem, and she 
shall stand on his right hand as queen ' in the gold of Ophir ;' 
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when all her blessed seed shall .share her glory and her jov ; 
when she shall take and make them princes in the land of im- 
mortality—' kings and priests unto God, even their Father.' " ' 

5. Tlie AUciforii -prartimlly Improved. 
That partial obscurity which occasionally perplexes the inter- 
preters of the apostolical epistles is easily accounted for, and is 
not altogether to be regretted. It is easily accounted for, arising 
as it does in a good measure out of their very nature as episto- 

' Brown Patterson, The remarks of Mr Barnes are so judicious and useful, 
that I gladly give them a place in this note: — 

" (1.) It is by no means affirmed that the history of IJagar and Sarah in 
(lencsis liiid any original reference to the gospel. The account there is a 
plain historical narrative, not designed to have any such reference. 

"(2.) The narrative contains important principles, that may he used as 
inustra'iiig truth, and is so used by the apostle Paul. There are parallel 
[mint,. bet ween the history and the truths of religion, where the one may he 
illustrated by the other. 

" (3.) The apostle does not use it at all in the way of argument, or as if 
that proved that tin; Gnhitiar.s were not to submit to the .((.'wish rites and 
customs. It is an illustration of the comparative nature of servitude and 
freedom; and would, therefore, illustrate the difference between a servile 
compliance with Jewish ril.es htu'I the freedom of the gospel. 

"(4.) This use of an historical fact by the apostle does not make it proper 
for us to turn the Old Testament into allegory, or even to make a very tree 
use of this mode of illustrating truth. That an allegory may be used some- 
times with advantage, no one can doubt while the 'Pilgrim's Progress' shall 
exist. Nor can any one doubt that Paul has here derived, in this manner, 
an important and striking illustration of truth from the Old Testament. 
But no one acquainted .villi the history of interpretation can doubt that vast 
injury has been done by a fanciful mode of explaining the Old Testament, 
by making every fact in its history an allegory, and every pin and pillar of 
the tiiberr.acle :md the temple a type. Nothing is better fitted to bring the 
whole science of interpretation into contempt : nothing more dishonours the 
Bible, than to make it a book of enigmas, and religion to consist in puerile 
conceits. The Bible is a book of sense; and all the doctrines essentia] to 
salvation are plainly revealed. It should be interpreted, not by mere conceit 
and by fancy, but by the sober laws recording to which are interpreted other 
books. It should be explained, not under the influence of a vivid imagina- 
tion, but under the influence of a heart imbued with a love of truth, and by 
an understanding disciplined lo investigate the meaning of words and phrases, 
and capable of rendering a reason for the interpretation which k proposed. 
Men may abundantly use the facts in the Old Testament to illustrate liouan 
nature, as Paul did : but far distant be the day when the principles of Origen 
and of Cocceius shall again prevail, and when it shall be assumed that ' the 
Bible means everything that it can be made to mean.'" 
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lary compositions, written in a remote age to persons whose 
modes of thought were very different from ours, and of whose 
particular circumstances we are in a great measure ignorant, 
except so far as these can he gathered from the epistles them- 
selves ;' and it is not altogether to ho regretted, for not only does 
it stimulate attention, but it is one of the many marks of authen- 
ticity which belong to these writings. 

Without that particularity of allusion by which they are so 
remarkably distinguished, and from which occasionally obscurity 
must necessarily arise, the internal evidence that the epistles 
are no forgeries, would not have been by any means so strong 
as it is. On the supposition of the epistles being what they 
profess to be, they could not have been without their obscurities 
to us, unless accompanied by a collection of historical notices 
and documents more voluminous than the letters they were 
meant to illustrate. 

A careful study of the epistles and of the history of the age in 
which they were written will frequently suggest important hints 
for the elucidation of passages winch otherwise would be ex- 
tremely obscure. This is a source of satisfactory interpretation 
which is by no means yet exhausted. And in the absence of all 
direct information, it not unfreuuently happens that a reference 
to opinions and customs, modes of thought, and modes of ex- 
pression, known to have existed at the period when, and among 
the people to whom, these epistles were written, enables us more 
distinctly to apprehend the meaning of a statement, the appro- 
priateness of an illustration, and the force of an argument. 

This remark applies, we apprehend, to the somewhat difficult 
paragraph in the exposition of which we are engaged. We 
know certainly that the Jews were accustomed to plume 
lb.. in.--. I*-- ; ■■]> ili-.-ir -le ■■*■ hi ii'"iu Air ib.im. I* in . -ml -I;..:..!. 
From connection with these patriarchs, they conceived that the 
most valuable blessings necessarily flowed. They looked upon 
all the other nations of the world as belonging to an interior 

! " Haud paullum ililni.nlf.tis vel ex eo nascitur quod Paulus Epistolas 
wripsit ; quit cura colloquia inter se notorum esse soleant et tanguntur in iis 
qu;e nemini nisi quibus Epistola; reddendo. 1 sir,* ('o^mta. et causa; expositio 
non ad rem sed ad amicoruin illinium et rationes anv.iiimnda'ur. Atque 
KpiskJns a) ill' uuiltLi :-tV'.iln -i'l'irj'.as fieri non potest qiiin n injures etiam et 
quas historic luce plane discutere nequeas, tencbraj prauant." — Fritscite, 
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class, and considered submission to the rite of circumcision and to 
the other ordinances of that law which had been given to Israel, 
as the only way in which these nations could find admission into 
the privileged order of the people of God. Jewish contempt and 
hatred of gentilism and Gentiles, were proverbial ; and this mode 
of thinking and feeling was not confined in the primitive age to 
the unbelieving Jews ; it prevailed to si considerable degree 
among the great majority of converts to Christianity, and formed 
a leading trait in the characters of those .1 vidai.sing teachers, from 
whose artful attempts the Galaiism gentile converts were exposed 
to considerable hazard of being induced to sacrifice that entire 
reliance on Jesus Christ for salvation, which the apostle had 
taught them, and place sit least si portion of their depen dance on 
their being admitted by circumcision among the carnal descend- 
ants of Abraham. 

In prosecuting their object, there is little doubt that they 
dwelt much on circumcision being the seal of God's covenant ; 
and that while un circumcised, men were still aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenant of 
promise ; and they not improbably, in illustration of their 
doctrine, that faith in Christ as the Messiah without circum- 
cision was not sufficient, might in allusion to the history of 
Abraham state, that they who acknowledged the Messiah yet 
did not submit to circumcision, were but imperfectly connected 
with Abraham. If they were of the family at all, it was but as 
Ishmael was, not as Isaac. Nothing could better comport with 
the sentiments and feelings of these false teachers. Nothing could 
be better fitted to gain their object of making their gentile con- 
verts envy them than such a statement. ' Ye are but Ishmael- 
ites. We are the true Israel.' 

AH this is highly probable ; and on the hypothesis of its having 
been fact, we see an obvious propriety in the peculiar illustration 
which the apostle uses ; and we admire Ins dexterity in wresting 
his adversaries' weapons out of their hands, and turning them 
against themselves, by showing that they were the .rslnnaellt.es 
and the unbelievers ; and that the true Israelites were those who 
rested entirely and solely in the faith of Jesus Christ. 

The apostle shuts up his allegorical illustration of the two 
economies, and paves the way for the practical inlereiiee to which 
the truth thus illustrated naturally led, in these words : " So 
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then, brethren, we are not children of the bond woman, but of 
the free." 1 This, as is common with the apostle, seems the first 
half of an antithetic sentence — the second member readily sup- 
plied by the intelligent reader, — and lor obvious reasons left thus 
to be supplied, being — ' And the Judaisers are children, not of 
the free woman, but of the bond.' 

These words stand in need of little illustration. We are not 
to consider them as, strictly speaking, a conclusion from what goes 
before ; for what goes before is an analogical illustration, not an 
argument. They arc merely a brief statement of the sum and 
substance of that illustration: the justness of which depends not 
on its intrinsic evidence, but on its having been employed by 
inspired men — a prophet and an apostle. ' We believers are the 
true seed of Abraham, the spiritual children of God. We are 
not children of the bond woman, born to slavery, but we are the 
children of the free woman born to liberty.' 

The idea of the abolition of the legal economy, though not 
directly brought forward here, is plainly implied. The mystical 
Isaac is born and weaned ; the power of the mystical Hagar is 
come to an end. She and her children must be banished from 
the family ; and it is not meet that the children of the promise 
should be longer subject to her control or their persecution. 

This view is very closely connected with the verse which follows; 
and we have here one among very many proofs, that the division 
of the New Testament into chapters is far from being uniformly 
judicious. IX, indeed, believers are the subjects of the economy 
of promise, and if the economy of law is come to an end, nothing 
could be more incongruous than for them to endeavour to attach 
themselves to it ; and a plain and broad foundation is laid for the 
exhortation which the apostle proceeds to address to them. 
" Stand 2 fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." 5 
The first words of this verse are connected by Lachmann and 
Schott with the preceding one, — " We are children of the free 
woman by that liberty whereby Christ has made us free." We 
prefer the ordinary mode of connection. 

This exhortation is obviously addressed to the gentile con- 
verts among the Galatians, and this is intimated by the change of 

'Gal.iv. 31. 

1 "taruy 8s orijUfTe *fi(.£f <raktvo)tivovs."— TllEOPn Y LACT. a Gal. v. 1. 
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person, " we are the children not of the bond woman, but of the 
free," that is, we believers, whether Jews or Gentiles; "stand," 
i/e gentile, believers, " fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made you free;" and it is further made evident from the per- 
sons addressed being persons who had not submitted to circum- 
cision. This remark is of importance to the right understand- 
ing of the passage. 

By the liberty wherewith Christ had made these gentile con- 
verts free has very generally been understood— freedom from the 
Mosaic law. But. the;/ surely could not with propriety be said to 
be made free from that to which they were never subjected. 
The liberty with which Christ had made them free is something 
much more general and extensive than this — something that is 
common both to believing Jews and Gentiles. It is a deliverance 
from subjection to the doctrines and commandments of men, and 
it is a deliverance too from a servile spirit in yielding obedience 
to the commandments of God. 

When a man embraces the gospel with an enlightened faith 
he acknowledges Christ as the alone Lord of his understanding 
and conscience, of his faith and conduct ; he knows and feels that 
no man, no body of men, have any right to dictate to him what 
he is to believe, and what he is to do in religion. " One is his 
master, even Christ/' To observe all Nis ordinances and com- 
mandments is the whole of his duty; and in doing so "he walks 
at liberty.". 

In embracing the gospel, the man not only obtains this kind 
of freedom, but he is also delivered from a servile spirit in obey- 
ing the commandments of God — knowing and believing that 
" God is in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not imput- 
ing to men their trespasses"-— persuaded that " in Christ he has 
redemption tlirough his blood, the forgiveness of his sins accord- 
ing to the riches of Divine grace," he loves God who has so 
loved him, and constrained by love he " serves him without fear 
in righteousness and holiness." This is the liberty wherewith 
Christ makes all who believe His gospel free. 

Luther's description of the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
His people free, though not perhaps exegetieally correct, is doc- 
trinally true, and very beautiful and delightful. " Christ has 
made us free, not civilly nor carnally, but divinely ; we are made 
free in such a sort that our conscience is free and quiet, not 
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tearing the wrath of God to come. This is the true and ines- 
timable; liberty to the excellency and majesty of which, if we 
compare the others, they are hut as one drop of water in respect 
of the whole sea. For who is ahle to express what a thing it is 
when a man is assured in his heart that God neither is, nor 
will be, angry with him, but will be for ever a merciful and a 
loving Father unto him for Christ's sake? This, indeed, is a 
marvellous and incomprehensible liberty, to have the most high 
and sovereign Majesty so favourable to us that he doth not only 
delend, maintain, and succour u.- in this lire, but also as touching 
our bodies will so deliver us as that, though sown in corruption, 
dishonour, and infirmity, they shall rise again in inco eruption, and 
glory, and power. Tins is an inestimable liberty that we are 
made free from the wrath of God for ever, and is greater than 
heaven and earth and all other creatures. Of this liberty there 
fbllowcl h another freedom trom i lie lav.-, sin, death, and the 
power of the devil. ' Blessed is ho that understaudeth and be- 
lieveth.' "' 

Now, the apostle's exhortation to the Gji.lat.inu converts is, 
" stand last in this liberty." To stand fast is just equivalent to, 
'to persevere in, to maintain.' 2 'Act like Christ's freemen.' 
To receive the doctrines of the Judaising teachers, to submit to 
the ritual observances which they wished to impose, was utterly 
incongruous with this liberty. They said, "unless you are cir- 
cumcised, and keep the law of Moses, ye cannot be saved." But 
Christ had said no such thing ; on the contrary, he said, "Who- 
soever belie veth shall not perish, but have everlasting life." To 
receive their principle, and to act on it, was plainly to renounce 
Christ's authority, and to submit to the authority of men; and 
the whole of their system of seeking justification by their own 
doings was utterly subversive of the filial confidence, tlu it. generous 
spirit, which the faith of the gospel of Christ generates, and was 
necessarily productive of a servile temper. " Stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free," is thus equivalent 
to, ' maintain your Christian freedom. 1 When the Judaising 
teachers press their principles on you, ask for their authority ; 

1 A fuller illustration of Christian liberty may be found in " Expository 
Discourses on Hie first K[iis:le of Peter," Disc. xi. vol. 1. 

s Rom. v. 2 ; 1 Cor. xv. I ; xvi. 13 ; 2 Cor. i. 24 ; is equivalent to "«», 
2 Kings xxiii. 3; Eccl. viii. 3; Dan. xii. 13. 
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request them to show you the sanction of Christ ; and let them 
know that He is your master, and that ye are not, and will not 
be, "the servants of men." When they call on you to submit to 
circumcision and other ritual observances, in order to obtain the 
favour of God, tell them that, " being justified by faith, ye have 
already peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
have access into the grace wherein ye stand, and rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God." 

The apostle adds, " be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage, 7 ' or rather, a yoke of bondage. 1 The apostle plainly 
refers to the subjection to the law — this was the particular yoke 
of bondage that the Galatians were in danger of being subjected 
to — but lie speaks generally, and calls it not the yoke, but a yoke, 
for a plain reason. The Galatian gentile converts had never 
been subject to this yoke of bondage before, and therefore they 
could not with propriety be warned against being again en- 
tangled in it ; but they had been subject to a yoke of bondage, 
and might with propriety be warned against being again subject 
to any such yoke. 

The state of gentilism, as we have already seen, bore in many 
respects an analogy to the state of those who were under the law. 
The heathen were the slaves of human authority even more, if 
possible, than the Jews were ; like them, they were subject to an 
endless, wearisome series of external services; and like them, their 
sentiments and institutions naturally produced a servile spirit. It 
is as if the apostle had said, ' You were once slaves : Christ has 
made you free : beware of becoming slaves again. If you follow 
the advice of these Judaising teachers ye will become so. They 
have no better claim on your belief than the priests and sages of 
paganism ; and the system of observances they would force on 
you has now no more authority than that burdensome ritual from 
which you have been so happily delivered.' 

The general principle of this exhortation is applicable to 
Christians in all ages, both in regard to religious doctrine and 
duty. Let them assert their freedom, and guard against the 
admission of any principle, or the submission to any imposition, 

1 £vya SouXei'ar, equivalent to fuyos 8oi\etos, ' a servile yoke,' not the 
" yoke which is easy," fuyoc xP1 a ™St Matth. xi. 30; ftipvt, not c*.a<j>p6s. 
spif(ta8iu is properly usee! of all things which are caught and retained by 
ropes and nets. 
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that may entangle their consciences and strip their obedience, 
even to Christ's law, of that child-like character which the faith 
of Christ in its purity, and the ordinances of Christ in their 
simplicity, are so well calculated to produce and cherish. 

What an admirable system is pure Christianity ! How grate- 
ful should we be for the clear and full statement of it we have in 
the New Testament Scripture ! How deeply should we study 
it ! How jealously should we guard it against corruption ! 
How anxiously should we seek to experience more and more of 
its generous and holy influence — its efficacy to purify and to 
bless ! How »ratelul especially should all be who have reason to 
hope that they are in possession of this liberty ! He whom the 
Son makes free is free indeed. Ever;' man is naturally a slave ; 
and he only is truly free whom grace has made a freeman. 1 

* How beautiful and how true our Christian poet's description of this 

" This is a liberty unsung 

By poets, and by senators unpraised ; 

Which monarchs cannot grant, nor all the powers 

Of Earth or Hell confederate take away: 

A liberty which persecution, fraud, 

Oppression, prisons, have no power to bind ; 

Which whoso tastes, can be enslaved no more. 

'Tis liberty of heart, deriv'd from Heaven, 

Bought with his blood who gave it to mankind. 

And seal'd with the same token. It is held 

By charter, and that charter sanctioned, ^.ire, 

By the unimpeachable and awful oath 

And promise of a God. His other gifts 

All bear the royal stamp that speak them his, 

And are august; but this transcends them all. 

[True liberty !] A flight into God's arms, 

Ere yet mortality's fine threads give way, 

A clear escape from tyrannising lust, 

And full immunity from penal woe. 

He is indeed a freeman, free by birth, 

Of no mean city, plann'd or ere the hills 

Were built, the fountains open'd, or the sea, 

With all its roaring multitude of waves. 

His freedom is the same in every state; 

And no condition of this changeful life, 

So manifold in cares, whose every day 

Brings its own evil with it, makes it less. 

For he has wings that neither sickness, pain, 

Nor penury can cripple or confine ; 
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Let those who have this freedom act a part worthy of it, and 
let those who want it gratefully receive what is "freely «iven 
them of God. Still does "the anointed of the Lord" proclaim 
" liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison doors to 
those that are bound." ' Let them receive the truth in the love 
of it, and that truth will make them free ; and as it is this truth 
believed which gives this spiritual freedom, so it is the con- 
tinued belief of this truth which alone can enable them, in oppo- 
sition to all the attempts of their spiritual enemies to entangle 
them again in bondage, to "stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free." 

SECT. VII. — THE COURSE THE GALATIANS WERE FOLLOWING — 
AN IMPLICIT RENUNCIATION OE CHRISTIANITY AND ITS 
BLESSINGS. 

The paths of error and vice are downward paths ; but the 
descent is sometimes so very gradual, especially at first, that it 
is often no easy matter to convince those who have entered them 
that they have left the level ground of truth and duty. To use 
another figure, the divergence from the straight road is often so 
very small that he who has abandoned it may easily for a time 
persuade himself that he is still prosecuting it. The lines of 
direction seem to be almost parallel ; yet at every step he takes 
they are diverging, and by and by it will become abundantly 
apparent, even to the individual himself, that the path he now 
treads and the path he formerly trode are different paths. It 
is quite possible he may still think that the path lie has chosen 
is the preferable one ; but he can no longer indulge the delusive 
notion that he has not altered his course. 

In many cases, I am persuaded, the fatal catastrophe of 
" making shipwreck of faith, and of a good conscience," might 

No nook so narrow but he spreads tliem there 
With ease, and is at large. The oppressor holds 
His body hound ; but knows not what a range 
His spirit takes, iLr.eiir.KtioiiK of a chain, 
And that to bind him is a vain attempt, 
Whom God delights in, and in whom He dwells." 

— Cowpeh, Taik, v. 
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be prevented, were the true nature and probable results of com- 
mencing apostaey, either in principle or in conduct, brought 
before the mind. Many a man has begun with doubting oi' 
denying sumo particular doctrine of revelation which seems beset 
with peculiar difficulties, such as the doctrine of original sin, and 
has ended with denying the Divine authority of the Bible alto- 
gether. Many a man has begun with venturing on what he 
was afraid was wrong, or at any rate was by no means quite 
sure was right, who has ended with disregarding all religious 
and moral obligations. Had these men understood the tendency 
of the first step, they might perhaps not have taken the second. 
Had they contemplated the termination of their career they 
might probably never have commenced it. 

Nothing is more unfair than to charge a man with holding 
principles which he disavows, however justly deducible from his 
professed opinions. Such a mode of reasoning, however common, 
is obviously unca.ndid, and has a much greater tendency to irritate 
than to convince. To charge a man with crimes of which he 
knows lie is not guilty, though the faults lie has committed may 
naturally lead to the perpetration of these crimes, is certainly 
not the most likely way of reforming him. But it is a matter oi 
the last importance that the tendency of n false principle, and of a 
criminal action, should be dislinetly and fully laid before the mind 
of him who has adopted the one, or committed the other: and that 
he should be faithfully and affectionately warned against holding 
an opinion or indulging a practice the moral characters of which 
are very different from what lie apprehends them to be, and which 
will in the ordinary course of things sink him in depths of error and 
guilt, from which at present he would perhaps recoil with terror. 

It is most unfortunate wdien a person just about to com- 
mence the downward road of apostasy falls in with a well 
meaning, it may be, but most mistaken friend, who natters him 
in the opinion he has formed that there is nothing very danger- 
ous or wrong in the course he is taking, who says "peace, peace," 
to him while there is no peace. A true friend will in these 
circumstances not thus help forward the delusion ; but, at the 
hazard of displeasing him whom he wishes to save, he will 
honestly, but at the same time kindly, tell him the truth, and, 
leading him to the brink of the precipice, bid him ponder ere he 
goes farther in the path which terminates so fearfully. 
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TIiis is the kind' office the Apostle Paul is doing to the Gala- 
tians, who, through means of the arts of Judaising teachers, 
were in extreme hazard of apostatising from pure Christianity. 
They in general seemed to have entertained the idea, that they 
might Ibllow the course recommended by their teachers, and yet 
continue believers and followers of the Lord Jesus— possessors of 
the character and heirs of the inheritance of true Christians. 
The apostle endeavours to dissipate all such delusive hopes, and 
distinctly informs them, that if they were determined to follow 
their new teachers they must make up their mind not only to 
abandon their old teachers, but to give up their Saviour : for that 
to depend on him for salvation, and at the same time to depend 
on circumcision or any thing else for salvation, were, whatever 
their new teachers might tell them, utterly incompatible ; that to 
yield to these Judaising teachers was to sacrifice their Christian 
freedom, and in effect to renounce Christianity altogether. 

"Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing.'" There are two things which 
here require our attention — the apostle's statement and the 
manner in which this statement is made. The statement is, that 
if the Galatian gentile converts submitted to circumcision in 
compliance with the wish of the Judaising teachers, "Jesus 
Christ would profit them nothing." The phrase, " Jesus Christ 
shall profit you nothing," is equivalent to, 'you will derive no 
advantage from Jesus Christ — you cannot share in the blessings 
of his salvation.' The statement is not, that no circumcised 
person can obtain salvation through Christ. Abraham, 1 he father 
of circumcision, and all his believing children of the circum- 
cision, were saved through the Messiah, and through faith in the 
Messiah. From the case of Timothy, who was of Jewish descent 
by his mother, and who, after his conversion to Christianity, was 
by the apostle taken and circumcised, it seems plain that the 
mere act of submitting to that rite did not imply in it a renuncia- 
tion of the blessings of Christ's salvation. The words are to be 
understood with a reference to the Galatian converts in the par- 
ticular circumstances in which they stood. For them who were 
Gentiles never subject to the law of Moses, to submit to it in 
order to obtain for ilinn-ckes the favour of God and eternal lite, 



v Google 



P. V. 5 7.] THE NATURE AND TENDENCY OF JUDAIS1NG. 259 

was an implied renunciation of Christianity, and to such persons 
Christ could he of no advantage. 

Actions derive their mora! character from the circumstances 
in which, and the principles from which, they are performed. 
To eat bread and drink wine in commemoration of Christ's death, 
had not our Lord commanded us to do so, would have been a 
superstitious usage — a piece of will-worship. To do so now that 
lie has commanded it, is an important part of Christian worship. 
To observe tins ordinance for the purpose tor which it has often 
been observed, to make atonement for sins, or to qualify for 
civil office, is gross profanation. To observe this ordinance from 
:i regard to the Divine authority — a wish to honour the Saviour, 
a desire to obtain spiritual improvement —is highly dutiful. In 
like manner, for a Jew, previously to the coming of the Messiah, 
to attend to the initiatory rite of his religion, was an imperative 
duty. For a Jew, even after the coming of the Messiah, to 
submit to it, if he did not regard it as the ground of his hope, as 
securing his salvation, was not. forbidden, nay, in certain circum- 
stances, as those of Timothy, it might become a duty. But for 
any person, especially for a Gentile professing to believe the 
gospel, and to expect pardon and salvation entirely '' through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus," to submit to circum- 
cision for the purpose of securing for himself the favour of God 
and eternal happiness, was obviously most incongruous and cri- 
minal conduct. 

The doctrine of the Judaisitig teachers, as we have often had 
occasion to observe, was, '' except re be circumcised and keep the 
law of Moses, ye cannot, be saved." In submitting to the rite in 
compliance with the wishes of such teachers, gentile converts in 
effect said, ' The atonement of Jesus Christ as apprehended by 
faith, is not a sufficient ground of hope; it stands in need of addi- 
tion.' This is to renounce Christianity. For its leading doctrine 
is, "Christ is all." Inhim we are justified, sanctified, and redeemed. 
And the apostle's objection to circumcision, now an obsolete rite, 
would have been equally strong t.o their substituting anything else 
in the room of the Saviour's obedience to the death, which is the sole 
foundation of the sinner's hope, or of that faith of the truth by which 
the sinner lays hold of "the hope set before him in the gospel." 
Such then is the apostle's statement — that if any gentile convert 
submitted to circumcision as, either wholly or in part, the means of 
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obtaining the Divine favour, he cut himself off from the blessings oi 
Christ's salvation. Not that there was no room for his repentance 
— not that if he did repent and believe the gospel his having sub- 
mitted to circumcision would bar his way to the Saviour — but the 
act when performed in these circumstances, and from these prin- 
ciples, was an implied renunciation of Christ and Christianity. 

The manner in which the statement is made deserves notice. 
" Behold, I Paul say unto you." This form of introducing the 
statement, marks his sense of its importance, and his wish that it 
should be well pondered by them. It is equivalent to, ' I Paul, 
a divinely authorised teacher, " an apostle not of man, neither by 
man," who " wrought miracles among you and ministered the 
Spirit," who ardently loves you, and whom you once ardently 
loved, and who have been artfully and calumniously represented 
as contradicting the doctrine I taught while among you, I Paul 
solemnly assure you, in the name of my Master, that if you sub- 
mit to circumcision that you may be saved by it and the works 
of the law to which it is introductory, you in effect renounce 
Jesus Christ, and will cut yourselves off from a participation in the 
blessings of Ills salvation.' There is no reason to doubt that the 
.ludais.iiig teachers had told the Galatian converts, that submis- 
sion to circumcision, even on their principles, was perfectly 
consistent with the faith of Christ, and that it was under this 
mistaken notion that some had discovered a willingness to comply 
with their wishes. Such a declaration was therefore called for on 
the part of the apostle, and was certainly well fitted to make them 
pause and consider before they went further. 

In the nest verse the apostlo takes notice of another circum- 
stance which the Jndaisiitg teachers had kept out of sight, and 
which was well fitted to show the Galatian converts how hazardous 
a step they were taking in submitting to the initiatory rite of 
Judaism : " For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, 
that he is a debtor to do the whole law." 1 

As the statement in this verse is a different one from that 
made in the former one, and indeed different 'rem ||n y made in 
the previous part of the epistle, we apprehend the word "again" 8 

1 Gal. v. 3. " Si Judaismus via est ad salutem, totus Judaismus ohserv- 
andus est: Non ex <•:<• eli^vndum d -p^niunJam i.|uod velis," — Grotics. 

2 iraKip. If the 3d and 4th verses are considered as one statement, then 
niikiii has its proper signification, and refers to the \tya in verse 2, 
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signifies here ' besides,' or, ' moreover.' This is its signification, 
Matth. v. 33 : xiii. 45. Home consider it as equivalent to, " on the 
other hand;" and quote in support of this sign ill cation, Matth. 
iv. 7 ; 1 Cor. sii. 21 ; 2 Cor. x. 7 ; 1 John ii. 8. 

The phrase, " every man that is circumcised," is obviously to 
be limited to every one of the persons to whom he is referring. 
' Every one of you gentile converts who submit to circumcision, 
in compliance with the will of your new teachers, 1 testify to you 
that by doing so he becomes bound to keep the whole law; 1 
that is, on the very same principle that yon submit to circum- 
cision as necessary for your salvation, you must observe all things 
" written in the book of the law to do them." ' Chrysostotu re- 
marks that "there is an internal connection of precepts in the 
law, circumcision was connected with sacrifice, sacrifice implied 
sacrednoss of times and places, and sacred places required lus- 
tra to ry rites," The apostle does not say that by doing so they 
would obtain what they were hi quest of. On the contrary, he 
distinctly 1 ells them that, "by the deeds of the law no man can 
be justified." But he tells them also what consistency required 
of them if they submitted to circumcision. 

It seems obvious that these Judaismg teachers were not very 
attentive to some of the Mosaic rites ; s and it is probal.de that 
the gentile converts in submitting to the initiatory rite of 
Judaism did not contemplate subjecting themselves to all its 
requisitions. ' But,' says the apostle, 'where can you stop? If 
obedience in any point be necessary, it is necessary in all. Cir- 
cumcision is not more obligatory than the other ordinances of the 
Mosaic economy.' They were thus allowing a heavier yoke to 
be imposed on them than they were aware of. And all for no 
purpose — for worse than no purpose. 

The principle is of universal application. Whenever a man 
shifts the ground of his hope in any degree from the finished work 
of Jesus Christ — whenever he depends on anything lie lias done, 
or is to do — he lays himself open to a claim for complete perfect 
obedience and satisfaction to that law, by obedience to which he 
is seeking justification. To depend on works at all is absurd, unless 
we have perfect works. We must choose between the two prin- 
ciples, justification by faith and justification by works— justification 

1 noitjaai o\ov rui' v'iiimv is fijuiviiliiiit to jiofiov TT^Jjpwuai, or noiijirat ra 
y:y[:tilLliiva iv t$ Pifikiq TOv WJiou Gal. ill. 10. ' Gal. vi. 13. 
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us ;i free gift, and justification us ;i merited reward. There is no 
combining the i wo principles; and if we prefer the law, let us recol- 
lect we must stand by its terms. "The soul that sinneth shall die." 

This is substantially the apostle's assertion in the next verse, 
" Christ is become of no effect unto you, 1 whosoever of you are 
justified by the law ; ye are fallen from grace." 2 The expression 
" whosoever of you are justified by the law," is plainly equivalent 
to, 'such of you as are seeking justification by the law ;" 3 for, as 
the apostle lias himself remarked above, 4 "that no man is justified 
by the law in the sight of God, is evident." To such of the 
Galut.iuns as were seeking justification by the law, " Christ had 
become of no effect." The word here used is the same as that 
employed in Romans vii. 2-6, — "She is loosed" 5 — "We are 
delivered from the law." The idea is, ' Christ and you are 
completely separated." They had professed faith in Christ, but 
their conduct in seeking justification by the law was a proof that 
they never understood the gospel they had professed to believe. 
Christ for justification and the law for justification, arc not only 
two different, but two incompatible, things. You who are seek- 
ing for justification by the law can have nothing to do with 
Christ, for "Christ for righteousness," or justification, "is the 
end of the law." The man who is seeking pardon and salvation 
as the reward of his own doings, either in whole or in part, 
necessarily, from the very constitution of the gospel, cuts himself 
off from the benefit of Christ's mediation. God will give freely 
or He will not give at all. Christ must be the sole Saviour, 
he will not divide his honour with the sinner. 9 
" No ; He as soon will abdicate his own 
As stoop from heaven to sell the proud a throne." — Cowper. 

" Ye are fallen from grace." To " fall from grace," is not to 

1 Theophylact interprets the phrase, " Mmjpyij&jTe (ino tov Xpiaroi- (whu.-l, 
is ;i phrase- of the same kind as Kinrjpyr t C'i,re riirj T ou vofimi, Rom. vii. 7), 
pjfiffuav Koivtaviav fX lTl f«™ tov XpicrroO." 

3 Gal. V. 4. 

2 8tKaiova6f is equivalent to 8iKatov<r8ai fijKtr*, or virovSdfcTt- 

* Gal. iii. 11. s (tarjjpyijTni. ' Kwrt)pyy(h)ptr. 

' Dr Pye Smith interprets the phrase thus, " Ye are nullified from Christ ; " 
that is, ' lie is to you as if he had never existed : ye lire totally separated 
from him.' — Scrip. Test. iii. 53. 

9 It has been well said, " Christum dimidium quisquis habere vult perdit 
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cease to be objects of the peculiar favour of God. We have no 
reason to think the persons spoken of were ever interested in 
the Divine special favour; and it appears to us very distinctly 
the doctrine of the Bible, that a man cannot, in this sense of the 
word, fall from grace. " There is no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus." Nothing " can separate them from 
the love of God," — i. e. his grace " in Christ Jesus." ' Grace is 
here used as opposed to works ; and what the apostle says is. 
' By seeking to be justified by works, you have renounced the 
way of justification by grace.' There is no combining the two 
things ; for, as the apostle says, " if it be by grace, then is it no 
more of works ; otherwise grace is no more grace : but if it be 
of works, then is it no more grace ; otherwise work is no more 
work." ! ' You give up all claims on the Divine favour, or 
kindness, when you go about to establish a method of justifica- 
tion of your own.' 

Jn the general principles laid down here we are just as much 
interested as the Galat.ian converts, to whom the Epistle was 
written. The principle in human nature which led them to seek 
lor justification by the Mosaic law still exists, and is in active 
operation; leading men, under a profession of Christianity, to 
■ ,,, ,'. .| | 1 1. ■_-. ,. -i i .■■ I, .1. I ... I- il ■ ... ■ I ■ in ■ i.'ll 
destruction, by " going about to establish their own methods of 
justification," and refusing to submit to the Divine method of 
justification. These human methods arc various ; but their com- 
mon principle is to substitute something in the room of Christ's 
obedience to the death as the ground of hope, and something 
in the room of faith as the means of justification. An error 
here must he dangerous — may be fatal. Let us all carefully 
examine the foundation of our hopes. The only secure ground 
is the finished work of Christ ; the only way of making that the 
ground of our hope is the faith of the truth respecting it. But 
let us never forget that the only permanently satisfactory evidence 
of our interest in Christ's atonement, and of our having really 
believed the true gospel, is our personal experience of its sancti- 
fying and comforting efficacy, — the only sure evidence of our 
havinff the faith of the gospel, is our feeling its purifying, and 
our exemplifying its transforming, influence. Luther's pithy 

1 Rom. viii. 1, 33-3!). * Rom. xi. 6. 
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words arc worth quoting :— " Some would bind us at this clay to 
certain of Moses' laws which like them best, as the false apostles 
would have done at that time; but this is in no wise to be 
suffered. For if we give Moses leave to rule over us in any- 
thing, we are bound to obey him in all things; wherefore we 
will not be burdened with any law of Moses. We grant that he 
is to be read among us, and to be heard as a prophet and a 
witness-bearer to Christ, and moreover, that out of him we mav 
take good examples of good laws and a holy life ; but we will not 
Milter him in any wise to have dominion over our consciences. 
In this ease, let him be dead and buried, and let no man know 
where his grave is. — Dent, xxxiv. 6." ' 

To a reflecting mind, few things seem more worthy of con- 
siderate remark than that identity of essence which, amid almost 
endless variety of form, has characterised false religions and 
coiTuptions of the true. True religion, in all its forms, has been 
spiritual in its nature, and humbling in its tendency; and false 
religions, in all their varieties, have been possessed of directly 
the opposite qualities. The leading principles of true religion 
are, " God is all in all;" — man, as a creature, " is as nothing; 
and less than nothing, and vanity ; "—God, as the Governor of 
the world, has done all things well ;— his law is, like himself, 
perfect,— its precept is not too strict, its sanctions are not too 
severe; and man, as a sinner, a violator of the law, is most 
criminal, and altogether inexcusable ;— if man is saved at all, it 
must be in the exercise of sovereign kindness on the part of Him 
whom he has offended. " All things are of God." " Of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him, are all things." The leading 
duties of true religion are spiritual duties — exercises of the mind 
and heart; the understanding and affections towards God cor- 
responding to the views given of his character and moral ad- 
ministration, and our relations to Him. 

In almost all false religions and corruptions of the true, the 
pride of man's nature is done homage to. He is not represented 
as he really is, an inexcusably criminal, an utterly lost, being, 

1 These are not words I should choose to express an entire approbation 

of: bid. (he sentiment they are intended to state is of infinite imparlance : 
' Nothing in the law of Muses is obligatory on si Christian'* conscience, tnereh 
because it is there, for a very plain reason, -that if o.uytVnu, in it is obliga- 
tory for this reason, (wvvthmn in it must be obligatory.' 
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and he is flattered by what is a radical principle in every re- 
ligion but the pure religion of the Bible, that he can either by 
repentance or sacrifice propitiate the Divinity for any offence be 
may have given Him, and that he is to be author of his own 
moral improvement, the builder of his own immortal fortunes. 
The Divine favour is to be merited, not freely received. 

And as in their principles false religions flatter the pride of 
man, so in their practical requisitions they suit themselves to 
that part of the depraved human constitution, its supreme atten- 
tion and attachment to sensible things— things seen and tem- 
poral. Externality, if we may use the word, is the leading 
character of the duties enjoined by false religions. A round of 
ritual observances, a series of outward performances is prescribed, 
viewed not as the expression of religious thought and feeling, but 
as constituting the substance of religious duty. These are the 
great characters of Pagan ism in its leading forms, both in ancient 
and modern times. They are the leading characters of false 
Judaism and of false Christianity. They are the leading charac- 
ters of Mohammedanism. They are the leading characters of 
Popery. And one or other of them, in most instances we are 
persuaded both of them, will be found in all the numerous 
essential corruptions of protestant Christianity. In truth, all the 
forms of false religion are just so many varieties of one religion, 
the religion of corrupt depraved men; the elements of which 
rising out of the pride and secularity of that corrupted nature 
which equally belongs to them all, are essentially the same, 
though liable to endless modification from the circumstances in 
which individuals or bodies of men are placed. 

We find from the passage which we have been considering, 
that these characters belonged to the earliest corruptions of the 
Christian faith. The Judaising teachers, instead of the hum- 
bling doctrine of redemption through the blood of Christ and 
justification by faith, taught, that by submitting to circumcision 
and obeying the law, men could do something in the way of 
meriting the Divine favour; and their object was to substitute 
in the room of the simple and spiritual institutions and duties of 
pure Christianity the numberless carnal ordinances of the Mosaic 
institution. In doing so they pretended to be improving on the 
Christianity taught by the apostle ; but he plainly informs the 
Galatian converts that this was not to improve Christianity but 
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to destroy it ; and that if they were determined to receive what 
in reality was another religion, they must make up their minds 
to give up that which they had professed to embrace. He 
states to them, that whosoever submitted to circumcision for the 
purpose of obtaining justification by doing so, cut himself off 
from all interest in the blessings of Christ's salvation. That on 
the same principle, that circumcision was necessary to justifica- 
tion, perfect obedience to every requisition of the law was neces- 
sary: that to seek justification bv law was an implied apostase 
from Christ, and that all who did so of course relinquished all 
claim on the free favour of God, and came forward as expectants 
of Divine favour and eternal life, not as humble suppliants, 
but as persons entitled to a stipulated reward for the per- 
formance of stipulated labours. To impress more deeply on the 
minds of the Galatians the conviction that the gospel of these 
Judaising teachers was indeed "another gospel;" that the re- 
ligion to which they were attempting to convert, the Galatians was 
not the religion of Christ, and of course that he had not gone too 
far in declaring those who embraced such views apostates from the 
faith they bad once professed, the apostle in the following verses 
shortly, but plainly, states what were the principles held by him- 
self and all true Christians on the subject under consideration. 
" For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness 
by faith. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor un circumcision ; but faith which worketh by love." 1 

"Righteousness" is in this verse, as in the epistles of Paul 
generally, equivalent to, 'justification.' "Hope" is here plainly 
employed as descriptive not of the affection of hope, hut of the 
object of hope ; as, Col. i. 5 ; Tit. ii. 13 ; Heb. vi. 18 ; vii. 
19, the thing hoped for. "The hope of justification," is just 
equivalent either to, ' the justification hoped for — that state of 
favour with God which is the object of our hope ;' or to, ' that 
final happiness which is the object of the hope of those who are 
justified by faith. 2 

' Now,' says the apostle, ' we wait for or expect this hoped for 
justification.* The word "we" is descriptive of the apostle and 
those who thought along with him in opposition to the false 
teachers. "We," that is genuine Christians, expect that justifi- 

' Gal. v. 6, 6. : 6 rvs Suauoaiyqs orifmi — 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
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nation wliicli we hope for, or that salvation which is the object of 
our hope as justified persons " through the Spirit by faith." 

The phrase " through the Spirit," or, " in the Spirit," may 
either be connected with the word "we," or with the phrase, 
"expect the justification we hope for." In the first case it 
describes the character of the persons spoken of; in the other it 
describes the manner in which they expect jus] ideation. In the 
first way of explaining it is equivalent to, ' We who are " in the 
Spirit" and "not in the flesh;" we who are spiritual and not 
carnal ; we who by the Spirit of God have been formed to a 
spiritual character ; whatever others may do, we expect the justi- 
fication we hope for solely by faith.' This makes very good sense ; 
but the peculiar turn of expression adopted by the apostle, and 
tlie connection in which the words are introduced, lead us to 
prefer the second mode of interpretation, which considers the 
phrase as describing the manner in which they expect' justifica- 
tion. ' We expect the justification we hope for " in the Spirit," 
or, " through the Spirit ;" that is spiritually, in a spiritual man- 
ner, not in a carnal manner. We expect justification not by the 
performance of external ceremonies as the Judaising teachers 
teach you to expect it. We have " begun in the Spirit," and wo 
are determined to carry on in the Spirit. We expect spiritual 
blessings in a way corresponding to their nature.' 

And as they expected the hoped for justification, or the bless- 
ing they hoped for as justified persons, through the Spirit, 
not through the carnal ordinances of the law, so they ex- 
pected it not by working but by believing — " we expect the hoped 
for justification by believing/' it was by believing they had ob- 
tained a place in God's favour, and it was by believing they 
hoped to retain it. Justification was a blessing of which they 
were already in possession ; but it is a permanent state into winch 
they enter by faith, and in which " they stand by faith." The senti- 
ment is the same as that more fully expressed by tlie apostle in the 
beginning of the fifth chapter of the Romans, " being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ : 
by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of Clod," that is, of the Divine 
approbation at last. It is not by obedience to the law of Moses, 

1 diriK&i x ta6at, Rom. viii. 19, 23, 25; 1 Cor. i. 7. 
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but by exercising faith in tbe gospel of Christ that we hope to 
continue in the state of favour into which we have been brought, 
and to receive the Divine approbation at last. 

The reason why Paul and all genuine enlightened Christians 
expected the hoped for justification "through tbe Spirit," not 
through the flesh, '-by faith," not by works, is stated in the 6th 
verse, — "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor un circumcision ; but faith which worketh by love." ! 

The phrase "in Christ Jesus," lias been variously interpreted, 
some considering it as equivalent to, * in the estimation of Jesus 
Christ ;' " others, as equivalent to, ' in the kingdom of Christ — 
under Christ's dispensation.' We see no necessity of receding 
from the ordinary sense of tbe phrase, according to which it 
describes that intimate relation to Christ Jesus in which all true 
believers stand. The expression Ivy an ordinary ellipsis is equi- 
valent to, ' to the being in Chris! Jesus ; 3 to the being a true 
Christian — one so related to Jesus Christ as to be as it were in 
him, one with him, interested in all the blessings of his salvation." 

Now, to the being a true Christian, "neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision." It is not either as Jews 
or as Gentiles that men are connected with Christ Jesus. The 
general idea is, connection with Christ depends on nothing ex- 
ternal. It is the same idea that is more fully expressed, 1 Cor. 
vii. 19; Col. iii. 11; and Gal. Hi. 28. The apostle's state- 
ment then is, 'We do not look for justification from any ex- 
ternal distinction ; for we know that to the being a true Chris- 
tian external distinctions, of whatsoever kind they be, avail 
nothing ; but we do look lor justification by faith, for we know- 
that " faith working by love " does avail to a man being in Christ 
Jesus to his being a true Christian. 

By "faith" I understand just the belief of the gospel — the 
counting true the testimony which God has given us concerning 
his Son — that he " died -for our sins according to the scriptures ;" 
that " he was raised again from the dead according to the scrip- 
tures;" that "he came to save sinners, even the chief;" that "his 
blood cleanseth from all sin;" that " ho is able to save to the 
uttermost;" and that "whosoever believeth on him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life." This faith availeth to a man 

1 Gal. V. t>. ' i. q. wap'u X[iitTT<j>. 

5 Rom. viii. 1 ; Eph, i. 1 . eU ro «m « Xpurry 'iijo-ot. 
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being in Christ Jesus. It is this faith which connects a man 
with the Saviour. He who has it not, whatever else he may 
have, is not in Christ Jesus; he who lias it is in Christ Jesus. 
" He that believeth not is condemned already. He tlii.it believ- 
eth is not condemned — he cannot come into condemnation/' 
" We look for justification by believing," says the apostle, for 
faith avails to a man being in Christ Jesus. Ami " there is not " — 
there cannot he — "condemnation to them who arc in Christ 
Jesus." It takes no more to make any man a subject of Christ's 
kingdom than to be of " the truth " — this truth ; and it requires 
no less. The Jews, notwithstanding all their privileges, are not in 
Christ if they be not of this truth ; the Gentiles are free in this 
kingdom if they be of this truth. The circumcision of the Jew 
does not raise him above the Gentile ; the uncircvi incision of the 
Gentile does not sink him below the Jew. The Greek has no 
advantage from bis politeness: the barbarian has no loss from 
his rudeness. The slavery of the bondman cannot hinder his 
liberty if he be of the truth ; and the freeman, if he is not of the 
truth, has no part in " the liberty wherewith Christ makes free." 1 
This faith, which connects the sinner with the Saviour, which 
avails to the being in Christ Jesus, is described as faith " which 
worketh." which exerts itself "by love." 2 Wherever the word 
of the truth of the gospel is believed it produces an effect on the 
temper and conduct. "It worketlt eit'ecl unll v in all who believe." 
The apostle James speaks of a " dead faith" that is, either a 
mere pretended faith — a faith wiiich a man says he has but has 
not — or it is a faith of something else than the gospel. A man 
may have a considerably distinct and extensive theoretical view of 
the gospel without believing it ; and such a view may — must — 
be in a great measure inoperative — will exert itself in any way 
rather than in love and good works. But wherever the faith of 
the gospel— of the whole gospel — exists, it will "work," 3 and 
" by love." 

' Glas. 2 1 Thess. i. 3. 1 Tim. i. 5. 

* ittepyovfttvt) is not in the passive but in the middle mice, — ' which cxert- 

rOi itse'SV or is used iIctiothhiIIv. < winch worked].' — Rom. vii. 5; 2 Cor. 
i. 6; iv. 12;Eph.iii. 20; Col. i. 29; 1 Thess. ii. 13; 2 Thess. ii. 7; James 
v. 16. In the most of ihw pa^t^e- it ••■■uin-/! have: u. p;ij«ive signification. 
The attempt to interpret in this way has prod need w.ry strange exegeses. 
Some verj good Protestants, as well as the Papists, insist that the true 
translation is, ' faith which is wrought, or procured, by love.' We are by 
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It is impossible, from the constitution of human nature, that 
the gospel should he really believed without the man who be- 
lieves it, just in the degree in which he believes it, loving God, 
loving Christ, loving Ms brethren in Christ Jesus, loving his 
brethren of mankind. It is so easy to impose on a person's self 
— by mistaking mere speculation about the gospel for the faith of 
the gospel, or by mistaking the faith of something else for the 
faith of the gospel— that it is of the last importance to him who 
would not be deceived in a matter which involves his everhist.ing 
interests to take care not to conclude himself a believer if he is 
a stranger to that love by which the faith of the gospel uniformly 
exerts itself. 

In the verses which follow, the apostle recals to the minds of 
the Gnlatians the auspicious commencement of their career — 
expresses his regret and astomshment at their subsequent con- 
duct, halting and stumbling in the Christian course — states his 
conviction that the means which had been unhappily effectual 
for this purpose were not sanctioned by Divine authority, and 
warns them of the hazard of admitting any, even the slightest, 
admixture of human error into the system of Divine truth, of 
which their creed, as received from him, was originally composed. 



SECT. VIII. — ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FITTED TO ROUSE 
THE GALATIANS TO SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 

1. They had been arrested in the course the;./ hud ,n:U begun. Why ? 

" Yc did run well ; who did hinder you that ye should not 
obey the truth ? " ' 

no moans convinced that the Greek words require such a translation: .mil 
ill l.lnn li'ii we readily admit that love to God greatly facilitates the exercise 
of faith in his declarations, vol. we cannot concoke of love to God in a mind 
where the faith of the gospel docs not exist. There is no God but the God 
whom the gospel reveals ; and how can He beloved if lie is not in some measure 
known ? and how can He be known but by the truth about Him being in some 
measure believed? We do not well understand- most certainly we cannot 
approve— either the philosophy er the theology which makes love the primary 
principle of faith. Parens says, " liellarminus manifcro bnroarisruo passive 
interpretalur eVpysTro." See Winer, g 3f>, P,, note. Cameron's note, in his 
M.-iruthi-ci'.'MU p. 244, is exceedingly jjood: " jiidiculi," says he, "sunt Pon- 
tificii qui hinc vohmt probare lidem a charitiits geneniri." 
1 Gal. v. 7. 
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The language is figurative, but by no means obscure. The 
life of a Christian, which is a life of faith in, and obedience to, 
Jesus Christ, is here represented as a race course on which a 
man enters when he believes the gospel, mid along wbich he 
runs while holding fast the faith of Christ — he walks in his 
ordinal ices and commandments blameless. "Now," says the 
apostle, " ye did run well." On embracing the gospel, ye for a 
while had your conversation in every way becoming the gospel of 
Christ. Ye "walked at liberty, keeping Christ's commandments" 
— " having received Christ Jesus, the Lord, ye walked in him" 
- -finding yourselves " complete in trim." In the words " ye did 
run well," is obviously implied, that they ran well no longer ' — 
a sentiment more plainly brought out in the interrogation which 
follows, " who did hinder you that ye should not obey ! the 
truth?" 

The figure is contained in the first clause, ' Who has ob- 
structed you — repelled you — in your onward career;' and in the 
second clause it Is explained, 'Who have induced you "not to 
obey the truth." ' s To " obey the truth," is to yield the mind 
up to the native influence of the truth. The man who yields 
his mind to the influence of the truth, as it is in Jesus, finds all 
he needs in Christ — he does not go about to establish a way of 
justification of his own, but submits to God's method of justifica- 
tion, through the faith of Christ. All halting in the Christian 
course originates here. While the mind yields itself up to the 
influence of the truth, the Christian runs well ; but whenever 
this influence is resisted, he is hindered. The question is not 
answered; nor was it needful. The apostle and the Ga.lntimis 
were perfectly aware how the change had been brought about, 
and who had been the great agents in effecting it— the Judaising 
teachers. ' Now,' says the apostle, ( the change has not come 
from the right quarter.' 

1 It is an expression like that of Virgil: "Fiiinnis Trots;" or, " Troja 
fuit." 

2 The sense is the same if /*i) be omitted ; w, equivalent to pipce'ri. 
eWxoiJw, ord'erred hy CrioHbach, Ijuchraaiui, Tisdiendurf. etc., does not 
materially change the meaning. 

! iiXijSfio, equivalent to dXrj£(ia tov ivuyy<\i<,v. 
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2. Tlie "persuasion" which had induced them, to change had not 
come from Christ. 

"This persuasion cometh not of Him that calleth you."' 
The word " persuasion" "' may be understood as referring either 
to the Galatiau Christians or to the Judaisitig teachers who had 
milled them. In the first, case it must refer to the opinion they 
had been brought to entertain in reference to the necessity and 
efficacy of submission to the Mosaic law for justification, or 
rather to their credulous confidence in their false teachers; and 
aecii'ding as you understand the phrase, "Ilim that calleth you" 
of God, or Christ, or of the apostle, the meaning will he either. 
'This opinion you have imbibed, or this submission of mind you 
have showed, is not of divine origin, or is not of divine requisi- 
tion ;' or it is not an opinion or habit of mind which you have 
learned from me. 8 

I am rather disposed to view the word as referring to the per- 
suasion — the persuasive arts used by the Judaising teachers, by 
means of which they hindered the Galatian Christians in their 
Christian course, and led them to disobey the truth. This per- 
suasion, of winch von have been the subjects, "is not of Him 
who calleth you." In illustrating the sixth verse of the first 
chapter, 1 explained the phrase Ilhn -who callatk you. and endea- 
voured to show that it refers, not to the apostle, but to Jesus 
Christ. The apostle's statement seems then to be, 'This per- 
suasion to which you have yielded is not. from Christ. It comes 
from a very different quarter. The men who have employed it 
are not moved by his Spirit. They have no divine authority, 
and you ought not to yield to them, " no, not for an hour." 

3. Tlie evil was likely to increase. 

The proverbial adage which the apostle goes on to quote, seems 

to have been intended to meet a thought which might very 

1 Gal. v. 8. s murpoyq. 

' The word weio-noi^ is an-a| \iyuficvov. It does not appear in tlie LXX 
nor in any profane writer, ivilh the exception of A.pol. Si/nt. p. 195, 10; 
Chrysnsl, 1 Tliess. i. 3 ; Phis lath his. in his Notes im tlie Iliad iind Oily-sey, anil 
belongs to what, has been termed Giwit-i.ti aerior. This has led some to doubt 
the authenticity of this verse, but without, suliiriont reason. It is unsatisfac- 
tory proof of a word not being in use at the time the New Testament was 
written, that it occurs in no extant book of that age, 
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nnturally rise in the minds of such of the Galatians as had lis- 
tened to the seductive persuasions of the Judaising teachers— 
' Why so much ado about nothing ? May we not, in matters of 
so slight importance as these .Jewish rites, accommodate ourselves 
to our new teachers V " No, 7 ' says the apostle. " A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump." 1 This is a proverb borrowed prob- 
ably from some old Greek writer. The principle necessarily 
involved in submitting to any Jewish rite in order to justifica- 
tion, is one which, once admitted into the mind, will completely 
cliange the whole belief in reference to the peculiarities of the 
I Lri-ti m tiiith |il-.' .In «■ i It i" ill- ■l-ui.il >l lb- ><■■*•< ■jrm-\ 
principles of the Christian system : The necessity and sufficiency 
of Christ's obedience to death as the only ground, and of faith in' 
the gospel as the only means, of the sinner's, instil Station. " Lea- 
ven" is frequently used to denote false doctrine, as Matt. xvi. 6; 

1 Cor. y. 7 ; and is alluded to, though the word does not occur, 

2 Tim. ii. 17- By some interpreters the proverb has been ap- 
plied to the Judaising teachers, ns if the apostle had said, ' Beware 
of these teachers : they may be lew at present ; but error is in- 
fectious. By and by the whole body of you may be led away 
from the truth.' This harmonises with the way in which the 
same apophthegm is applied by the apostle in reference to the 
Corinthian Church. 2 lie exhorts them to cast out the incestu- 
ous person, as his continuance in the society was hazardous to 
the purity of the other members. But there is nothing to hinder 
the apostle from applying the same proverb to different subjects 
which it equally answers. Our Lord, for instance, employs this 
proverb—" The disciple is not above his teacher, nor the servant 
above his master"— in illustration of two totally distinct state- 
ments,— Matt, s. 24 ; Luke vi. 40. 3 

4. The Apostle still hoped well of them. 
In dealing with those who have apostatised, or are in danger 
of apostatising, there is a peculiar need of the union of tender- 
ness with fidelity. In warning men of the crime and misery of 
apostasy the minister cannot be too honest. There is scarcely 
-.< pussibility of exaggerating here. But he must not take too 

1 Gal. v. 9. ' 1 Cor. y. 6. 

9 Locke's conjecture, (hat the idioir (nmtrovi'm- originated only with one 

man, is inconsistent vitli vtiet. 12, — AmmarM-vTis. 
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readily for granted either that apostasy is begun, or that it has 
become obstinate. To address a man who is but doubting as if 
he were a confirmed infidel is a very likely method of making 
him one. The Christian teacher ought always to act under the 
influence of the charity which " hopeth all things ;" and when 
he stands in doubt of any of those whose souls are committed to 
his care, he must not conceal his hopes while he makes known 
his fears. 

Here, as in every other department of the duty of a Christian 
teacher, the apostle Paul presents us with an example which 
every minister of Christ should endeavour to copy. After hav- 
ing, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, placed before the mind the 
fearful consequence of apostasy in one of the most alarming 
passages in the whole book of God,' he adds, " But, beloved, we 
are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany 
salvation, though we thus speak." And in the section of the 
Epistle to the Galatians now before us, after he has stated the very 
hazardous and criminal conduct of those who should yield to the 
ensnaring acts of the Judaising teachers, he expresses his hope 
that the great body of the Galatian converts would adopt a wiser, 
more dutiful, and safer course. " I have confidence 2 in you 
through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he 
that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be." a 

The literal rendering of this first clause is, ' I have confidence 
in the Lord in rc.ferenvs to you,' or ' I hope in the Lord consum- 
ing you.' The confidence of a true Christian, either in reference 
to his own perseverance, or to that of his Christian brother, rests 
on the Saviour. He trusts in reference to both that the arm of 
Divine kindness which has laid hold of them will never let them 
go — that He who has begun the good work will carry it on 
" until the day of the Lord," and will keep those whom He has 
brought to the knowledge anil belief of the truth by His power 
"through faith unto salvation." The apostle had reason to hope 
that many of the Galatian church were genuine converts of 
Christ ; and, with regard to them, he had a confident hope in 
Christ that, notwithstanding the temptations they might be 

' Heb. vL 4-8. 

3 'Ey<o TTfVoifla k. t. X. seems opposed to 6 fie rapdavw k- t, X. — ' I Lave 
no reason to ilospair as to the ultimate success of mv exertions ; i fit r. has, 
he will not only be disappointed, but punished.' 3 Gal. v. 10. 
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exposed to, they would continue " rooted and grounded" hi Him, 
and "established in the faith as they had been taught." 

That this was the subject of the apostle's confidence is plain 
from what follows — " I have confidence in the Lord concerning 
you, that ye will be no otherwise minded." ' Some interpreters 
would confine the reference of these words to the apophthegm 
which immediately precedes them, and the application of it, q. d. 
' I trust you will be of my mind, that the beginnings of error are 
hazardous, and will act accordingly.' 

It seems to me much more probable from the solemnity of the 
preface, that the apostle refers to the great subject of contro- 
versy between him and the Judaising teachers. His confidence 
was that the Galatian converts would reject that " other gospel " 
which it was the object of their new teachers to obtrude on 
them, and think on that subject as he thought — as they had 
thought in the beginning of their Christian profession ; and that, 
in opposition to all attempts to seduce them, they would continue 
to hold Christ's obedience to the death as the only ground of 
their justification, and faith in him as the only means of their 
justification. 

5. Their troublers would be punished. 
In the concluding clause of the verse he states his conviction 
that while through the help of Christ they would be preserved 
" steadfast and immoveable " in the true grace of God wherein 
they stood, those who had disturbed their peace by harassing 
their minds with perverse disputings about the law should not 
pass unpunished. " He that troubleth you, 2 whosoever he be, 
shall bear his judgment." We cannot conclude certainly from 
these words that the apostle had in view some individual of con- 

1 <j>pnveo>, in the sense of judging. — Acts xxviii. 22 : l'hil. iii. 15. 

1 6 Tapaatraw, in the singular, used collectively ibr ul Tafmtrtravrcs. That 
there was a pli:ra'::i v nf these dis( iirlicrs is plain from verse 12, = " He that 
perplexes and unsettles," instead of eslnblislihif: the mind in sound doctrines, 
like the teachers described by Galen, as quoted by Wet stein, Tt:j,<'tTT<wTcs 
(idtoii tvvs puvSdvovTas, SiBiioKovTit Si oitjer. This puts us in mind of what 
Dr Johnson said of Br Priestley, — "He unsettles everything, and senics 
nothing. " xphio., sentence of a judge, generally e::nui-ii'i:;.tor_v, often used 
for the punishment adjudged. — Matth. xxiii. 14; Rom, xiii. 2. The phrase 
jStun-dfni' Kjiifi.it is equivalent to _:;~ «=.■!, Mic, vii. ','. and soueriilly refers to 
Divine punishment. 
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siderable note on some ground or other among the Galatians 
who was the ringleader in these attempts to seduce the church 
from the apostle's doctrines, and the simplicity of apostolic usages; 
though this is not at all improbable. The force of the phrase is 
obviously,—' Those men who have done so much to disturb the 
peace of your minds by leading you away from the all-perfect 
sacrifice of the Saviour as the ground of your hopes, and to 
break the peace of your church by introducing debate and strife 
among you, however distinguished they may be for rank or 
wealth, for learning or apparent piety, shall assuredly not pass 
unpunished, they shall "bear their judgment." "Judgment" 1 
is here, as in some other passages of the New Testament, punish- 
ment. It is, however, punishment which is the consequence of 
judgment. Some have supposed that the apostle refers to ex- 
communication, as if he had said, ' I hope you will be of my 
mind as to the danger of allowing snch persons to continue in 
your body, and punish them by excluding them, as they deserve, 
from your assemblies.' I rather think the train of thought is, 
' I trust that you will not suffer from these attempts ; and I 
know that their authors shall not escape with impunity. They 
must be judged, and they shall be punished.' 

It is a dangerous thing to disturb the Christian Church, 
especially by the introduction of false doctrine. He who does 
so incurs a tremendous responsibility. He must stand his trial ; 
he must bear bis punishment. Good men, under the influence 
of mistaken views and wrong feelings, have often troubled the 
Church, and though they have had " their soul for a prey," they 
did not escape unpunished. And dreadful indeed is the doom 
which awaits wicked men and deceivers wdio, to gratify un- 
hallowed ambition, or for any similar purpose, have introduced 
error, disorder, and tyranny into the church of Christ. " Of- 
fences " of this kind " must come ; but woe to the man by whom 
they come." 

6. The obvious falsehood, of the suggestion, that the Apostle 

had become a preacher of Circumcision. 

Among the unworthy arts used by the Judaising teachers to 

gain over the Galatians to their views, this was one, the repre- 



v Google 



P. V. 5 8.] ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS. 277 

senting the:- apostle as now teaching the same doctrines as them- 
selves. In the following verse the apostle strongly denies and 
clearly refutes this charge. " And I, brethren, if I yet preach 
circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution 1 then is the offence 
of the cross ceased." 1 

It is probable that the false teachers availed themselves of the 
fact of Paul's having taken Timothy and circumcised him, and 
of his having, in certain circumstances, observed Jewish cere- 
monies — becoming " a Jew to the Jews " to save them, — to give 
plausibility to their representation that Paul had changed his 
mind since he was in Galatia, and was now of their opinion. 
Nothing can be more satisfactory than the apostle's refutation 
of the charge. It consists in an appeal to facts. The first 
"yet," 4 if it be genuine, which is doubtful, must refer to the 
period previous to Paul's conversion. Certainly at no period 
posterior to it did he " preach circumcision." Prior to it, no- 
body could cry up circumcision more than he. ' How is it,' 
says he, ' that I am still the object of the persecution of the Jews 
wherever I go f Were I teaching that the Gentiles must be 
circumcised, and observe the law of Moses, in order to salvation, 
the principal cause of their extreme dislike to me would be re- 
moved.' Had Paid been contented, with the Judalsing teachers, 
to make Christianity a modification of Judaism, and Christiana 
a Jewish sect, distinguished from other .lews merely by a belief 
that Jesus was the Messiah, in their sense of the Messiah, he 
would have met with comparatively little opposition. In that 
case " the ofleuce of the cross would have ceased." 

" The cross," when not used in its strictly literal sense, some- 
times, perhaps, signifies, in the New Testament, sufferings on 
account of Christ and Christianity, — e. g. "If any man will come 
after me, let him take up his cross." 3 It more frequently, how- 
ever, signifies the crucifixion of Jesus Christ as the victim for 
sin — the fact that he was crucified— the doctrine that his cruci- 
fixion was the expiation of sin. " God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 4 

In the first sense, the meaning of the phrase, " the offence," 
or stumbling-block, " of the cross," is the obstacles which perse- 
cution for Christianity throws in the way of the progress of that 

1 Gal. v. 11. "- l T t. » Miitth. xvi. 24. * Gal. vi. 14. 
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religion ; in the second, it is the obstacles which the doctrine of 
the crucifixion of Christ, as the victim for sin, throws in the way 
of its success. Either mode of interpretation will bring out a 
good sense. If you adopt the first, the meaning is, ' If I had 
become a preacher of circumcision, the Jews would have ceased 
to persecute me, and this obstacle in the way of men becoming 
Christians would no longer exist.' If you adopt the second, it 
is, ' If I were a preacher of the necessity of circumcision, and 
the observance of the law of Moses, to salvation, the Jews would 
cease to persecute me, for the great stumbling-block to them— 
the representing the obedience of Jesus Christ to the death, the 
death of the cross, as the sole ground of hope — would no longer 
exist.' We prefer the latter mode of interpretation. It was not 
so much the fact of the Messiah being crucified — though even 
that was not very palatable — which exasperated the Jews, as the 
holding forth his death on the cross as the only ground of hope 
for si nnei's, excluding everything else, particularly all those things 
in which they had been accustomed to place their confidence, and 
thus reducing them, as Jews, to a level with the despised, ac- 
cursed Gentiles ; and it is this which has been substantially the 
great stumbling-block all along. It is this which makes genuine 
Chris! irtnity =n much disliked by natural men in all countries and 
in all ages, — the insisting on relinquishing every ground of hope 
but one, and that one the death of Jesus Christ on a cross. When- 
ever Christianity has been so modified as to get quit of this most 
repulsive principle, it has ceased to excite very strongly the anti- 
pal hios of natural men. But it is this doctrine which gives Chris- 
tianity all its peculiar efficacy; and when " the oflence of the cross" 
ceases in any other way than by the eyes of the mind being 
opened to behold its glory, the triumph of Christianity ceases 
also. The Jews had no great objection that Jesus should be 
allowed to be the Messiah, if, at the same time, the law of Moses 
was admitted to be the only way of salvation ; and there are 
liiiilt.iliidi'S who are ready enough to admit: thai Jesus was a 
divine messenger, if they may be but permitted to depend for 
salvation on anything but his obedience to death. 

It is not a pleasant thing in itself to be an object of censure ; 
but an honest minister of the gospel would rather be censured 
i1i;iu [-mi— I l.i p-r -ii l i p irti id -i • ■ ■ — I •■! tli'iil.'iii: U ;.■ ■ ■ 
he hears a discourse praised by those who are " going about to 
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establish their own righteousness," — who are expecting salvation 
in some other way than " through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus," — he feels alarmed that " the cross" has not had 
its own pre-eminent place assigned it ; for to such persons, 
wheresoever " the cross " is, there is " a stumbling-block." To 
the unrenewed mind, Christ crucified — the sole foundation of 
the sinner's hope — is the grand hindrance to the embracing of 
Christianity . Give up this, and what is necessarily connected 
with this, and the bitterest opponents of Christianity may be 
softened into complaisance ; but you cannot give up this with- 
out in effect giving up Christianity itself — with all that gives 
it peculiarity — with all that gives it efficacy. 

7. The Apostle* -wink that limy who troubled the Galatian converts 
might be cut off. 

In the next verse the apostle expresses a strong wish that the 
Galatian church were well rid of those Judaisers who had 
troubled their peace, and had well-nigh subverted their souls. 
"I would' they were even cutoff which trouble you." 2 The word 
translated " trouble " here is not the same as that word in the 
10th verse, though it is nearly of equivalent import.* The Judais- 
ing teachers derived the name of " troublers " on two accounts, 
both as they troubled the minds of the Galatian converts indi- 
vidually with doubts and alarms, and collectively as a society, pro- 
ducing strifes and schisms among them. To use the language of 
the apostolic decree respecting the same class of persons at Anti- 
och, " They troubled the disciples with words, subverting their 
souls ;"* and they also, to use the apostle's language in reference 
to the same class in the Church of Borne, " caused divisions and 
offences, contrary to the doctrine which they had learned."" 

With regard to those persons, the apostle wishes they were 
" cut off." It is not very easy to say what is the true meaning 
of the phrase, rendered "I would that they were cut off."" 
Some will have it a wish that, by a sudden stroke of Divine 
judgment, they were deprived of life, and hurried into the de- 

' o#eW (&<pt\uv). i" '.■/sss't: Crouk. is usually construed with the infini- 
tive. Its connection with the indicative in the case before lis, is, I appre- 
hend, late usage. 

■ Gal. v. 12. 3 ivaararovvrfs. * Acts xv. 24. ' Rom. xvi. 17. 
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struction which their conduct merited. This is the view taken 
of it by the judicious Calvin. He remarks that, though at first 
sipjlit such a wish may not seem very consistent with the Chris- 
tian meekness of the apostle, yet, in a certain state of mind, 
when the glory of God and the welfare of his church occupy 
the whole attention, and when the criminal conduct of some in- 
dividuals is seen to he obscuring the one and endangering the 
other, and there seems no way of the mischiefs being stopped 
but by their death, such a wish as that of the apostle is the natu- 
ral result of a high degree of spiritual feeling, and is not to he 
condemned. " When the wolf entereth the fold of Christ," says 
he, " is the shepherd to be condemned who wishes his destruc- 
tion, as absolutely necessary to the safety of the sheep"? 1 This 
is anything but satisfactory, and can be accounted for only on 
the principle that the reformer had still in him a remnant of the 
spirit of the church he had abandoned. Surely, when he wrote 
these words, he knew not what spirit he was of. 

It is a more probable interpretation which explains the phrase 
of excommunication. ' I wish they were cut off from the Chris- 
tian church ; I wish they were distinctly declared to be what 
they are, not Christians.' At the same time, I think it likely that, 
if this had been the apostle's meaning, he would, as in the case 
of the incestuous person in the church of Corinth, have exhorted 
the Galatian church to excommunicate them. 3 The words may 
be rendered, ' I wish they would cut themselves off; I wish 
they would renounce all pretensions to Christianity.' This is a 
wish similar to that of Jesus Christ in reference to the church 
of Laodicea,— " I would that thou wert either cold or hot." 3 
Paul would rather that those men had become true Chrisli.m^ ; 
but if not, he would rather they would cut themselves off from 
the Christian church altogether. It is a very just observation of 
Mr Fuller, that " corrupt Christianity is more offensive to God" 
— and, we may add, more hurtful to the interests of genuine 
Christ ianity, " than open infidelity." Every man who has just and 
extended views will lie ready to say, ' We wish there were more 
real Christians ; but we wish there were fewer merely nominal 

1 " Neque tamen hoc modo quenquam velim peidirum, sect ecclcsife amor 
lI snlicitwlo me rspif quasi in ecstasin ul. nihil aliurt curent ; Nemo verus 
erit ecdesia; pastor qui non simili /do anleat.'" — Oahin. 
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Christians, even although the diininiition should be made by these 
nominal Christians throwing off a profession altogether.' The 
doctrinal errors and the practical abuses which prevail among 
nominal Cht'iit.Lms are the principal cause, of a secondary kind, 
why Christianity has not long ago gained her promised tri- 
ignphs. 1 

The general conclusion of a practical kind, to which all this 
is calculated to lead, is, that, both as individuals and as churches, 
if we wish to be what we ought to be, we must cling alone to the 
cross — to Jesus Christ, and to him crucified — as the sole ground 
of hope, and the grand channel of Divine influence ; and that 
our worst enemies whatever guise they may assume, arts those 
who would conceal or obscure the cross, or place anything in its 
room. " God forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus." 

1 The opinion of Chrysostom and Jerome seems very strange to persons of 
occidental and modern habits of thought, but is not deserving of the in- 
dignant contempt with which it has been very generally treated, v.i j3<iv\nv- 
rat, /iij mpiTejOitrwrai/ fturov, oXXd TttpuamTiaBaicsaf, — Chi:YSOST. " Si 

piil ii.nl sihi hoc pnnlesse, mill solum circumcidantur, sed etiam absemdantur." 
—IItf.ilonvm. The best modern interpreters, including Olshatrsen and 
Meander, following ("Irotiua ami Koppc, einl.irnce tliis exegesis. The Visi- 
goths had a very severe law against those who should practise the rite of 
circumcision, borrowed apparently from this view c.i :" the riassni'/e. — See Grot. 
in lots. I.e Clerc's censure of this opinion is certainly excessive : " Impre- 
catio ejusmodi scurra: est non Pauli." When be said this, be spoke like a 
Kurnpean, oijl like an Oriental, — like a .Dutchman of the seventeenth century, 
not like a Jew of the first. Bengel places a point after StptXov, and con- 
nects it with what goes before: — " Then is the offence of the cross ceased. 
Would that it were so."— And then translates what follows as a sentence 
by itself:—" They that trouble you shall be cut off." This is more ingenious 
than satisfactory. If the sarcasm seem unworthy the apnslle. then Ben-el's 
punctuation must be adopted, and the expression must be considered as 
equivalent to -n-s-, ' they shall be punished by God,' Gen. ivii. 14 ; Exod. 
xxxi. 14 ;— a repetition of the sentiment at verse 10, pamaati t6 tpi/in. 
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PART VI. 

PRACTICAL INJUNCTIONS. 

Galatians v. 13- V]. 10. — " For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty j 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love servo one another. 
For all the law 13 fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou shaft love thy 
neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that 
ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh iusteth against the 
Spirit, ii.nd the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other; so that ye cannot do the things (hat ye would. But if ye be led 
by the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of tlio flesh are 
in 111 litest,, which are tue-e : Adultery, Lrnieiil ion. uiu'leimni's--, lasciviousuess, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, sedition,-, 
heresies, envyiieis, murders, drunkenness, revel'ings, and such like: of the 
which I (id! yon before, as I ha\e also (.old you in i.iuie pa-4. thai I lie> which 
do such things ~'.v,i'] not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance : against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh, with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not he de-irons of vain-glory, provok- 
ing one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man he overtaken in 
a fault, ye which are spiritnul restore such an One in the spirit of meekness: 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ. For if a man think himself to he somei liing. 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. But let every man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 
For every man shall bear his own burden. Let him that is taught in the 
word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not de- 
ceived ; God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 
And let US not he weary in well-doing ; for in due season we shad reap, if we 
faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith." 

In the versos which follow, down to the 10th verse of the sixth 
chapter, the apostle gives the Galatians various practical advices, 
rising out of the previous discussions?. 
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SECT. I. — CAUTION AGAINST THE ABUSE OF LIBERTY. 

He first of all cautions the aktians against the abuse of their 
Christian liberty. " For brethren, ye have been called unto 
liberty ; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by 
love serve one another," l 

There is a strange disposition in mankind to misapprehend 
the meaning and tendency of religious truth however plainly 
stated, and to tarn it to purposes which it was never intended to 
, n- i-i, in.! wlii.li. wL.i.-n riitl'th imd-r l—-\. <t • !■ . i-u/ly i»|-j<«-.irs 
that it was never intended to answer. The Apostle Paul was well 
aware of this tendency, and accordingly he often connects "with 
a statement of a Christian doctrine a caution against its abuse. 
This is what we find him doing here in reference to the doctrine 
of Christian liberty which he had been stating and defending. 
The whole of the paragraph which commences with this verse 
and ends with the 10th verse of the next chapter, is occupied 
with showing that the liberty wherewith Christ had made them 
free, by no means relaxed their obligation to religious and moral 
duty, but, on the contrary, furnished them at once with the most 
cogent motives and the most powerful encouragements to avoid 
sin in all its forms, and to cultivate universal holiness both in 
temper and conduct. 

"For" a seems here to be merely a particle of transition. 
The whole clause is equivalent to, ' Brethren, ye have indeed 
been called to liberty.' To be " called," is, as we have had re- 
peated occasion to remark to you, equivalent to becoming a 
Christian; so that the apostle's statement is,— 'In being made 
Christians ye were made freemen.* " Called unto liberty," 4 does 
not mean merely to be called into a state of freedom from the 
Mosaic law, but to be called into such a state of spiritual liberty 
generally as is quite incompatible with subjection to that institu- 
tion. When men become Christians by the belief of the truth, 

1 Gal. v. 13. 

2 yap. A learned friend suggests that yap refers to the apostle's displea- 
sure at the Judaisers,— q. d. ' How can I but resent their attempts yap' 

3 fV thtvBtpw, •' Called that you may be free." For a similar use of ini, 
compare 1 Thess. iv. 7; Heb. ix. 17; Eph. ii, 10; Rom. viii. 20. 

1 th (XevSepiav, " in order to possess freedom." See 2 Thess. ii. 14. 
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they are introduced into the state, and formed to the character, of 
spiritual freemen. Their conscience is delivered from the yoke 
of human authority, and their obedience, even to the Divine law, 
flows not from the mercenary spirit of a slave, hut from the 
generous spirit of a son. It is the offspring not of unenlightened 
tear, but of well-informed love. 

In the beginning of the chapter the apostle had exhorted the 
Gaktians to "stand fast" in this liberty, and to resist every 
attempt to bring them into bondage. In the passage before! us, 
he warns them against the imprudent display and the criminal 
abuse of this liberty. Ye are indeed called unto liberty, and you 
ought to assert the liberty into which you have been called; but 
you ought also to beware of using it as an occasion to the flesh. 1 

" Thejiesh" here obviously signifies the depraved inclinations 
which are natural to man in Ins present, state, and which, though 
subdued, are by no means extinguished even in the regenerate. 
These inclinations ure personified under the name of "the flesh," 
and are represented as ready to seize every opportunity that is 
afforded for obtaining their gratification. In the seventh chap- 
ter of the Romans we find " sin dwelling in " Paul — which is 
just a synonyme for "the flesh," — represented as "taking oc- 
casion" from the tenth commandment to "work in him all 
manner of concupiscence;" 2 and here wo find "the flesh" in the 
(rulatians represented ih being ready to turn to its own purposes 
the doctrine of Christian liberty.* 

Of the manner in which " the flesh " has availed itself of the 
doctrines of Christian liberty for its gratification, the history of 
the Christian church is replete with the most melancholy illus- 
trations. At a very early period indeed - : the grace of God was 
turned into lasciviousness," and freedom from sin strangely 
identified with freedom in sin — freedom to sin. There were men 
bearing the Christian name wdio said, " let us continue in sin 
because grace abounds," and who used the liberty to wluch 

1 fikarm, seu <jniKarmr6t fir/ rrju iXxvOeptair exi Te ' Beu Tpetyrfrc eh dtf>op- 
priv k. t. \. More fully by Camerarius : uSvov opart ij tpv\arTio-8t fii? ■nopoKa- 
ffjjre t]$i> iXevOepiav ravrqii irpbs dipopp.i]v rfi rrapid t/yovv tS fijj/ Kara tropica, 
Tovrirmv inrrjptTovvra rail rrapKticais tBf iirtSvfttuy. — Notat. Figur.r,.§\. 
1 Pet. ii. 16 is a parallel passage. 

2 Rom. vii. 8. 

s dtjiopitf) signifies not only tlie occasion, but the cause,— indeed, whatever 
i.H si.i'widinry to the doing of anything. 
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they falsely laid claim as a cloak of wickedness. The character 
and doom of such persons are graphically described by the 
apostles Peter and Jude : — " They shall receive the reward of 
unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day- 
time: spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with 
their own deceivings while they feast with you : having eyes full 
of adulter;', and that cannot cease from sin ; beguiling unstable 
souls : an heart they have exercised with covetous practices ; 
cursed children : which have forsaken the right way, and are 
gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteousness; but was rebuked for his 
iniquity : the dumb ass, speaking with man's voice, forbade the 
madness of the prophet. These are wells without water, clouds 
that are carried with a tempest ; to whom the mist of darkness is 
reserved for ever. For when they speak great swelling words of 
vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much 
wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live 
in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 
the servants of corruption : for of whom a man is overcome, of 
the same is he brought in bondage. For if after they have 
escaped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the begin- 
ning. For it had been better for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is 
happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is 
turned to his own vomit again ; and the sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire." " For there are certain men 
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this con- 
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness." " Wo unto them." " To them is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever." 1 

It is deeply to be regretted that abuses of the doctrine of 
Christian liberty are not mero matters of history, but that there 
are still so many who " use it as an occasion to the flesh." 
There are not wanting men who avow the principle that Chris- 
tians have nothing to do with the law of God ; and there are 
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many who would not avow such a general statement who are 
yet acting as if it were true. This is fearful delusion. The 
madman who has mistaken his t uttered garments fur the flowing 
rohes of majesty, and his manacles for golden bracelets studded 
with jewels, has not erred so widely as the man who has mis- 
taken carnal license for Christian liberty, 1 

From the apostle's urging the Galatians to mutual love, and 
cautioning them against biting and devouring one another, it 
seems probable that the particular abuse of Christian liberty 
which he had in view was the ostentatious and untimely display 
of their freedom from the Mosaic law, in a way calculated to 
offend those of their brethren who, though they did not depend 
on the law for justification, yet conscientiously, though mis- 
takenly, yielded obedience to its injunctions as an unrepealed 
divine institution. The apostle's advice seems equivalent to, 
' Let not pride and vanity, or any other fleshly principle, induce 
you to make uncalled for displays of your Christian liberty, 
which may hurt the feelings and disturb the peace of some of 
your Christian brethren.' 

It is a very important observation of a judicious commentator, 2 
that " there is a great difference between Christian liberty, and 
the use of Christian liberty." Christian liberty is an internal 
thing ; it belongs to the mind and conscience, and has a direct 
reference to God. The use of Christian liberty is an external 
thing ; it belongs to conduct, and has reference to man. No 
consideration should prevail on us for a moment to give up our 
liberty ; but many a consideration should induce us to forego 
the practical assertion or display of our liberty. 

SECT. II. — AH EXHORTATION TO " SERVE ONE ANOTHER IN 
LOVE " SUPPORTED BY MOTIVES. 

Instead of making such an ostentatious display of their liberty, 
the apostle exhorts the Galatians, — i. e. obviously that part of 
them who thought along with him — " the spiritual," as he terms 
them in the beginning of the next chapter — the same class whom 
he terms " the strong," in the Epistle to the Romans, — " by 

1 This subject is handled at large, Expos, Due. on the Hrst Epittle of 
Peter, Disc. xi. Part ii. § 2, vol. i. p. 342. 
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love to serve one another." Though free from the tyranny of 
human authority, they were readily, " in love," to act the part 
of servants to one another. " By love " signifies ' influenced 
by love;' and "serve one another" means, 'act the part of 
mutual servants ; endeavour to promote one another's best in- 
terests ; do not stand sturdily on your rights ; do not obstin- 
ately assert, in every case, your undoubted prerogative as Christ's 
freemen ; do not practically, and especially do not ostentatiously 
and invidiously, use that Christian liberty, which you cannot 
too sacredly preserve from violation ; but, on the contrary, led 
by love, readily submit even to servile offices, 1 to promote one 
another's best interests.' 

The apostle enforces his exhortation by two powerful motives : 
the one arising from love being the fulfilling of the law ; and the 
t'lln-r in-iii t!i- <li u.-ii-"ii. ■•nu--.|iifii. .-. -.t th»ir;ill.. -.iriL' th- H--.li 
so to take occasion of their liberty, as to produce strifes and de- 
bate. " For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and 
devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another." 2 

1. Love is the fulfilment of the law. 

" The law " here plainly does not signify the Mosaic law, but 
the law by which Christians are bound to regulate themselves ; 
for, as the apostle elsewhere says, though completely free from 
the obligation of the Mosaic law, they are " not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ." It is what the apostle calls 
" the commandment," when he says, " The end of the com- 
mandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good con- 
science, and of faith unfeigned;" 8 and what the Apostle James 
terms "the perfect law of liberty," and "the royal law,"* in 
opposition to the law of bondage. 

Now, says the apostle, " By love serve one another," * for love 
is the sum and substance of the law to which ye are subject.' 
" All the law is fulfilled in one word, even this, Thou shalt love 

1 8ov\(iiTc. The example of this is to he found, John xiii. 1-15, where 
we find the Master iv dydny dovXtiuv, acting the part of a servant, to cure 
of worldly amhition those who called him " Master and Lord," and to teach 
them to do to each other as he had done to them all. 

2 Gal. v. 14, 15. s 1 Tim. i. 5. * James i. 25; ii. 8. 
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thy neighbour as thyself." The precept here is quoted from 
Leviticus xix. 18 ; but the words are plainly employed by the 
apostle in a somewhat different, sense from that in which they 
are used by the Israeli tish legislator. " Neighbour," with 
Moses, is equivalent to " one of the children of thy people ;" 
" Neighbour," with the apostle, is equivalent to ( every man.' 
The apostle had learned this mode of extending the meaning of 
the word " neighbour" from his Master. When, on our Lord's 
stating that the sum of the duty of man consists in the love of 
God, and the love of bis neighbour, he was asked by a lawyer, 
" Who is my neighbour?" The parable of the good Samaritan 
was the answer. 1 

The command referred to has been by some considered as 
meaning merely, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as well as thy- 
self;' that is, thou shalt not love thyself only, but thy neighbour 
also. This is certainly greatly below the true meaning. Others 
have interpreted it as equivalent to, 'Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour in the same degree as thyself.' This, as, from the consti- 
tution of human nature, it is impossible, is as obviously above 
the true meaning. The true interpretation is, ' Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour in a way similar to that in which thou lovest thy- 
self — with the same sincerity, with the same constancy. Our 
Lord's words are the best commentary on it . " Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." 

Interpreters have wasted their ingenuity in endeavouring to 
show how the whole law can be said to be fulfilled by the love of 
our neighbour, when that. law requires love to God, as well as 
love to man. The truth obviously is, that "the whole law" here 
is to be understood in reference to the subject of which the 
apostle is speaking. The whole of the law resperuittt our -htinh- 
hour is fulfilled 2 by love. This precept is very fully illustrated 
by the apostle in his Epistle to the Romans : — " Owe no man 
anything, but to love one another : for lie that loveth another 
hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 

1 Luke x. 30-37. 

* j:\iljjovrr8ai may be equivalent to ava«t<fia\oimo8tit, Rom. xiii. 8 ; in 

which c;ise the meaning is. "All the nifjuisitioiis oi' the law are summed up 
in tfiin precept;" or it maybe equivalent to, ' is prribrnml.' ' in fully olieycil.' 
— Matth. iii. 15 ; Rom. viii. 4 ; xiii. 8 j Col. ir. 17. A6yos, like die Hebrew 
•at, is equivalent to ' thing.' 
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Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear 
false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other 
commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law." 1 
When, then, Christians do not "serve one another by love," the 
law of Christ is not fulfilled but violated. 

2. Evil consequences of an opposite temper and conduct. 

Another motive which the apostle employs to induce the 
Galatinn Christians to serve each other in love, is derived from 
the disastrous consequences of allowing the flesh so to take oc- 
casion of their liberty, as to produce strife and debate. " But 
if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not con- 
sumed one of another." 5 The language is here highly figurative, 
but by no means obscure. By " biting and devouring one 
another' 1 we are to understand violent strifes and debates in 
consequence of the new views which the Judaising teachers 
had introduced, — " vain contentions about the law," " per- 
verse disputings," " foolish and unlearned questions gendering 
strife." 

The natural consequence of thus " biting and devouring one 
another" was their being " consumed one of another." This 
may be understood of the mischievous effects of such contention 
either on the Galatians, viewed individually, or as a church. 
Such a state of contention would go far to destroy the life of 
Christian godliness in the hearts of the disputants. It would 
also materially affect the interests of the church. It would pre- 
vent accessions ; for who would willingly join a society divided 
against itself? and it might very probably end in the dissolution 
of the church altogether, and the extinction of Christianity in 
that region of the world. 3 

1 Rom. xiii. 8-10. * Gal. v. 15. 

8 The mischievous consequences of strife are finely described by one of the 
most ancient of poets: — 

" A.VTQp*Ept? tTTvytpri rim .i.t'r. 1 ]'l^.""i' rAyii^xri'™, 
Atj$i)v T(, Aoipov rt, Kul 'AXyen HaKput'iivru, 
'Yaplnas Tf, «I>oith.'s r<> VTh^iii- r'. \\i<Bjjr)icT«!ri'uf n, 
SeiKtd T(, *stiBe'ai n, i\6yovs, ' ApijyiKuyint n, 

AllOTopiIJI', 'Atiji- ts, Otivi)0iaf aK\r)\ptlTlV 
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The remark of the apostle is of general application. It is 
melancholy to mark how strikingly it h;is been illustrated in the 
history of the church in every age. How have the strifes and 
debates which have agitated the Christian church prevented 
edifieation within, and conversion without! It is not the con- 
scientious differences subsisting among true Christians which 
cause these evils. It is not the honest avowal of these differ- 
ences, but the unchristian temper in which such questions are 
often, nay, almost always, debated that produces the mischief. 

'I I.- H— !■ i .1- .. . i i ii ir ih in i ■■ -—I. it.- < .ii •.*! ilib- ■(!■ r>. 

The strifes and debates of Christians are one grand obstacle to 
the universal triumph of Christianity — the religion of love ; and 
we have no reason to hope for this till we see the followers of 
Christ more influenced by the spirit of their Master. Blessed 
be God, we do see this in some measure. The love for debate 
in the Christian church is not extinguished, but it is greatly 
moderated ; and the acrimonious and contemptuous spirit, which 
used to blow up its flames, is, we trust, decidedly on the de- 
crease. 

We strongly deprecate that spirit of insensibility to the im- 
portance of religious truth, which, if it produce tranquillity in 
the religious world, does so by producing death. That is the 
worst of all states. But it is very desirable that Christians— I 
mean true Christians— should deliver themselves more up to 
the cementing influence of those grand principles of Christum 
truth, in the belief of which they are all united ; and, when they 
cannot help differing in opinion, maintain their conscientious 
views in a meek and humble spirit. It is in tins way that we 
are to expect unity to flourish in the church, and to extend 
throughout the world. Nothing can produce tins desirable slate 
of things but a more general and diligent study of the will of 
God, as made known in his word, and a more liberal effusion of 
his Holy Spirit, who is tbe spirit of peace and love, as well as 
of truth and purity. To engage in this study, to pray for this 
effusion, is the duty of every individual Christian ; and when 

"OpKOV C, St Si) jtXeIo-toi' im^Bovlovs avBpaiTrnvs 

□ijpaiwi, on Ktv tis licbv hrtopam dfidcrcri;." 

— HiiSIOD, Theoij. 22(i-2S'2. 
How much more concentrated the inspired writer, James iii. 16: — " ojtou 
yap fijXot ten! iptBtia, tuti t'utnTttarturui Ktti nou <fyav\w Kpaypa" 
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individunl Ciirist.iu.ns generally set about the performance of this 
duty in the spirit of faith, and humility, and perseverance, glo- 
rious results may be expected. " How delightful," to borrow 
the heautiful words of Robert Hall, " could we behold in the 
church, a peaceful haven inviting us to retire from the tossings 
and perils of this unquiet ocean to a sacral enclosure, a seques- 
tered spot, which the storms and tempests of the world were not 
permitted to invade. 

Intus aquse dulces vivoque scdiliii saxo, 
Nympharum domus. Hie fessas mm vincula nayes 
Ulla tenent, unco non alliga.1 ancora morsu." * 

Or in the more beautiful imagery find language of the inspired 
poet,— "Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities : thine eyes 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall 
not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be 
removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken : but 
there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers 
and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall 
gallant ship pass thereby. For the Lord is our judge, the Lord 
is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will save us." 2 "The 
Lord hasten it in his time." 



SECT. III. — A GENERAL EXHORTATION TO " WALK IN THE 

SPIRIT " AS THE BEST MEANS OP OBTAINING DOMINION 
OVER THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH. 

The best security against abusing the doctrines of grace is 
really to understand and believe them. It is on this principle 
that the apostle prescribes to a Christian evangelist, a clear, full, 
and constant exhibition of the peculiarities of Christ's doctrine 
as the best method for securing that they who believe in Christ 
should maintain good works. " Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
hy the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour ; that being justified by his grace, we should be made 

' Virgil, Jen. J. 173. '' Isa. xxxiii. 20-22. 
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heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful 
snvmg, and these things 1 will that thou affirm constantly, tliyt 1 
they which have believed in (Sod might he careful to main- 
tain good works. These things are good and profitable unto 
men." 

It is on this principle, also, that, in the passage which follows, he 
recommends the yielding of the mind np to the practical influence 
of the grand peculiarities of Christian truth as the host preserva- 
tive from those immoral dispositions and practices in which, from 
the remaining depravity of their natures, even true Christians are 
in constant danger of indulging. " This I say then, Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 2 the lust of the flesh." 3 The 
word "Spirit" here does not seem to denote the Holy Spirit, 
that Divine person who, along with the Father and the Son, 
exists in the unity of the Godhead, and to whose operation all 
that is right in thought and feeling in created beings is traced in 
the Holy Scriptures; but that frame of thought and affection 
which is produced by his agency through the belief of "the 
truth as it is in Jesus." 4 It is contrasted with "the flesh," 
which is a genera! term for that frame of thought and affection 
which is habitual to man nnchan^vd hv Ilhine influence. 

The introductory formula, " This I say," r > is obviously intended 
to mark the apostle's sense of the importance of the sentiment he 
was about to utter. " To walk " e is a common figurative expres- 
sion for conduct. To " walk in the law of the Lord " is to regu- 
late our conduct according to its precepts. To " walk in the 
Spirit," is to act like spiritual persons — to follow out to their 
fair practical consequences those views and affections to which, 
through the faith of the gospel, by the agency of the ITc sly Spirit, 



5 Some interpreters — Reza, for example — render the second as well as the 
first clause in the imperative ; but the apostle obviously means to represent 
™ jrt'ei'fHri-t irejimuTeiv as the antidote to to TeXfic lniBvfttav aapKos. Our 
translation follows l.bt- Vulunto: Luliior and Erasmus, deserting Bck;i, which 
they do not often do. 

' Gal, v. 18. 4 " ' The Spirit' denotes the renewed nature." — Calvin. 

' Perhaps here, as at Rom. xii. 3, and Matth. xxiii. 3, Kiya is equivalent 
to ' T command.' 

8 irtpexaTeip, descriptive of a course of life— active, regular, progressive, 
continued exertion. — Rom.vi.4; 2 Cor, ix. 2; 1 Thess. ii. 12. Tlveifiart 
ntpiitaTciTC equivalent to Kara jrvevfia KipmaT(iTf.—Rtna. viii, 4. 
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tliey were formed — to live habitually under the influence of 
the faith of Christ, and those disposition!* which it naturally 
inspires. ' Deliver yourselves up to the native force of those 
new views and affections, and ye will not fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh.' 

" The flesh," as we have just remarked, is the mode of think- 
ing and feeling which is natural to man in the present state of 
human nature ; and " the lusts of the flesh " are the desires 
which naturally rise out of this mode of thinking' and tooling. 
From experience and observation, as well as from Scripture, we 
know that this mode of thinking and feeling is depraved — wholly 
depraved. Everyman may truly adopt the apostle's language, 
" In me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing." ' The de- 
sires of the flesh then are foolish and criminal desires ; and to 
"fulfil" 2 these desires is to endeavour to gratify them, to adopt 
the course of conduct to wliich they naturally lead. 

The apostle's statement, then, is this, 'The best way of op- 
posing [.ho criminal biases of our depraved nature, is to yield 
ourselves iip to the practical Influence of that new and better 
mode of thinkin:; and ieeling into which we are brought, by the 
faith of the gospel. Tins will put a more- eiieetual check on the 
desire* of the flesh than the most rigid observance of Mosaic 
ceremonies. Nothing mortifies pride, malignity, and impure 
desire, these lusts of the flesh, like walking in the Spirit.' Clear 
views of Christian truth, accompanied by corresponding affec- 
tions, toll owed out to their obvious practical results, will do 
more to deliver a man from the power of vicious habits than the 
most minute, laborious scries of external services or ritual ob- 
servances. 

It is probable that the Judaising teachers endeavoured to 
recommend submission to the Mosaic law as a piece of moral 
discipline — an excellent method of " mortifying the flesh with its 
affections and lusts;" but Paul shows them "a more excellent 
way." If their " conversation was oidy such as became the 
gospel of Christ Jesus," they would find no want of the law as a 
means of nullifying sin. If they would but commit themselves 

1 Rom. vii. 18. 

s TfXf if, " rem perficere," — ' to do a thing thoroughly and exactly.' T&tu> 
I'wi&viiiiiv t'lijinSs, equivalent to noitiv to &Xqpara riJ! cropKOS, Eph. ii. 3 ; 
irmfh ras fjitSv/ilas, John viii. 44. 



v Google 



294 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIAK8. [CHAP. V. I3-T1. 10. 

to the influence of Christian faith and affection, they would ex- 
perience that the schoohnastership of the law wan become unne- 
cessary. Walking in the Spirit, they would walk in wisdom 
and in harmlessness, in purity and in love. " If ye walk in the 
Spirit, ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." 

And it is plain, not only that it is so, but that it must be so. 
For the Spirit— the new way of thinking and feeling to which 
the faith of Christ forms a man — is directly opposite to the mode 
of thinking and feeling which is natural to man, and when the 
one prevails, the other must decay. This is the sentiment con- 
veyed in the next verse. " For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh : and these are contrary 
the one to the other; so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would." ' 

"The flesh" here, as above, is just a general term for that 
mode of thinking and feeling which is natural to man in his pre- 
sent depraved state, and which, although modified by an infinite 
variety of circumstances in individuals, is in its grand substantial 
character the same, common to the species ; and " the Spirit," as 
opposed to it, is just a general name for that mode of thinking 
and feeling which i< produced in the mind by tile agency of the 
Holy Spirit through the instrumentality of Christian truth, 
which, though differing in degree, is substantially the same in 
all true Christians. "The flesh" is a phrase of equivalent mean- 
ing with " the old man," and " the Spirit" with " the new man." 
These two modes of thinking and feeling are here, as in many 
other parts of the apostle's writings, personified and spoken of as 
if they were living beings. 

The flesh is represented as "lusting against the Spirit," and 
the Spirit against the flesh. These opposite modes of thinking 
and feeling may be viewed, either as existing in different minds, 
or in the same mind. In all men merely born of the flesh, the 
first of these modes of thinking and feeling reigns supreme. In 
all born of the Spirit, the second of these modes of thinking and 
feeling predominates ; and it is to this that we are to trace that 
difference, that opposition, of desires and pursuits by which 
worldly men and true Christians are distinguished. 

But it is not to this external .-true^c between these two modes 
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of thinking and feeling that the apostle here refers, but to the 
opposition between them Unit is exhibited when they exist in the 
same mind. Every Christian is by nature a carnal man. He 
thinks and feels " according to thecour.se of this world." 1 When 
he becomes a Christian by the belief of the truth under the ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghost, he gets a new mode of thinking and 
feeling— he becomes a spiritual man— he is " delivered from the 
present evil world," and brought under " the power of the world 
which is to come." But he is not completely delivered in the 
present state. He is not thoroughly spiritualised. He still re- 
mains to a considerable degree under the power of his former 
mode of thinking and feeling, though his new mode of thinking 
and feeling gives a. decided character to his hahit.ua! desires and 
pursuits. 

Now, in such a person " the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh." This is one of the subjects 
which are best, illustrated by examples. Under the influence of 
that mode of thinking and feeling which the faith of the gospel 
and the operation of the Holy Ghost produce, the Christian 
earnestly wishes to acquiesce in the most severely afflictive dis- 
pensations of Divine Providence — to have no will but the will 
of God ; but under the influence of that impatience of suffering, 
and that opposition to the Divine will, which are natural to man, 
he finds such acquiescence no easy attainment, and feels in ex- 
treme hazard of becoming fretful or sullen. This is " the flesh 
lusting against the Spirit." 

On the other hand, when a Christian meets with unmerited 
ill-treatment from his fellow-men, he is very apt, under the in- 
fluence of his natural mode of thinking and feeling, to cherish 
resentment and to seek revenge ; but his new mode of thinking 
and feeling opposes this, and, remembering how God for Christ's 
sake forgave him all his trespasses, he is made, in opposition to 
the lustings of nature, to forgive his brother his trespasses. This 
is "the spirit lusting against the flesh." 

In all this there is nothing but what is perfectly consistent 
with the constitution of human nature ; though it must he con- 
fessed that, by forgetting that the representations in our text, 
and in the seventh chapter of Romans, are figurative ; and 

1 Eph. ii. 2. 
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that " the old man" and " the new man," " the flesh" and " the 
Spirit," " the law of the members" and " the law of the mind," 
are not separate living agents, but merely personifications of 
opposite modes of thinking and feeling, many Christian divines 
have involved this interesting department of Christian experi- 
ence in a " darkness which may be felt— have perplexed and 
harassed the minds of the pious, and furnished to the false- 
hearted pretender to vital godliness an opportunity, of which he 
has not oeen slack to avail himself, of transferring the blame 
of his bad dispositions and criminal conduct from himself to 
some mysterious spiritual agent whom he terms " the old 
man," and for whose operations he does not feel himself an- 
swerable. 1 

These two modes of thinking and feeling are directly opposed 
to one another ; " they are contrary one to the other." The one 
is occupied with " things seen and temporal," the other with 
"things unseen and eternal:" the desires and the pursuits to 
which they give origin must, of course, bo opposite too. 

The consequence of such a state of things in a mind in which 
both modes of thinking and feeling exist, where there is both 
flesh and spirit, is described in the close of the verse : " So 
that 2 ye cannot do the things that ye would." These words 
admit, and of course they have received, a considerable variety 
of interpretation. Some connect them with the first clause, — 
" The flesh lustetli against the Spirit ; so that ye cannot do the 
things which ye would." They consider it as an expression of 
the same sentiment as the following passage in the Epistle to the 
Romans : " To will is present with me ; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not." 3 'Owing to remaining depravity, 
our holy resolutions are very imperfectly executed.' Others 
connect them with the second clause : " The spirit lusteth 

1 Origen's interpretation will surprise the reader unread in Patristic 
exegesis:— " ' Caro concupiseit ad versus Spiritual.' id est, his toria et Scrip- 
tune carneus seu lateralis intellectus contra allegoriam et spiritualem doc- 
trinam repugnat. ' Spiritus autem adversus carnem,' id est, umbra.' Veritas 
rdrji-iitur." Well mi^ht Jerome, " pertains," as Parous says, with these 
" migie," say, " An eontemreiula lustoria ct ahYgoria. sequenda ? Imo : 
allegoria vana et nmbratica, el nullis veriintis tivi radicibus." 

s tun is here plainly ecbatic, marking the result nut intention— so that, 
equivalent to anrt. 

s Boin. vii. 18. 
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against ttie flesli; so that ye cannot do the things which ye 
would." ' Tn consequence of the tendencies of your renewed 
nature, you cannot— you dare not — yield obedience to the im- 
pulses of your depraved nature.' While a third class connect 
them with the third clause : " These two are contrary the one to 
the other ; so that ye cannot do the things that ye would," ' You 
can neither follow your depraved nor your holy inclination with- 
out feeling resistance and opposition. You cannot follow your 
holy inclinations with that unmixed determination which dis- 
tinguishes jHTlectly holy beings, nor can you follow your criminal 
inclinations with that unmixed determination that distinguishes 
completely depraved beings: rhe I listings of the flesh prevent 
the one; the (listings of the spirit prevent the other.' Did the 
passage stand alone, I would prefer this last mode of interpreta- 
tion ; but when I look at it in its connection, I can scarcely 
doubt that the second is the true mode of explanation. The 
verse before us is an illustration of the statement contained in 
the previous verse, that if they " walked in the Spirit, they 
would not fulfil the lusts of the flesh ;" — that yielding themselves 
up to the practical influence of the new and better mode of 
thinking and feeling produced by the gospel, under the operation 
of the Holy Spirit, was the surest preventive of immoral conduct, 
' Now,' says the apostle, ' I know indeed that tlie flesh will lust 
against the spirit, but the spirit will lust against the flesh (for 
these things are directly opposed) ; so that ye cannot do what, 
but for this opposite influence, you would "be wholly inclined to 
do.' Just in the degree in which the Christian is influenced by 
the Spirit, the new and better mode of thinking and feeling, 
though he experience the natural desires of the flesh and the 
mind, he cannot fulfil them, he feels — not a natural, but — a 
moral impossibility of fulfilling them; and sets himself to mor- 
tify, crucify, destroy them. 1 

The observation which follows is obviously one made by the 

1 It is but right to notice that the first view is not without plausible 
support. The verb SiXtir, tiiou^li it may be applied to the propensities of 
the flesh, is, in the parallel passage, Kom. vi. 15-18, etc., used only in refer- 
ence to the tendencies of the Spirit; and (he uwrnim iiynrSm. in the IS1.li 
verse, may be considered as opposed to (lie j") -autiw ii <"iv ft'Xiyrt. I do not, 
liijH'evi r, think there is uiuea i» ll.ese remarks, — eia-ininlv not enough to 
i:euiralise the argument surest ed by the scope of the passage, especially 
when il. is consistent also with the u.sits loiptendi. 
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way, but, like all the apostle's occasional remark.", having an 
important hearing on his general object. " But if ye be led by 
the Spirit, ye are not under the law.'" 

" To be led by the Spirit " is another figurative.! expression, sig- 
nifying to he influenced by the new mode of thinking and feel- 
ing to which the Spirit by the faith of the gospel forms men. 
To " walk in the Spirit" and to he "led by the Spirit," are 
nearly synonymous. The active influential nature of the Spirit 
is perhaps somewhat more clearly brought out in the last of these 
modes of expression. They who are thus influenced are not 
under the law. Tt has been ordinary to consider this verse as 
stating, that all who are the subjects of the leading influences of 
the Holy Ghost are delivered from the law, in its covenant form, 
from its condemning, and irritating, and commanding power. 
This proposition, if rightly explained, contains much important 
truth, but it does not, I apprehend, at all express the apostle's 
meaning. "The law" is here, as generally throughout the 
epistle, the Mosaic law, to which the Judaising teachers were 
endeavouring to subject the Galatians. And what the apostle 
says is this,-— 'if vou are Influenced an you ought to he by these 
views and affections which grow out of the faith of the gospel, 
you will not be among those who seek to subject themselves to 
the Mosaic law, you will distinctly see that you stand in no 
need of it, that its genius does not correspond to the character 
of the new and better order of things which the Messiah has in- 
troduced, and refusing to submit to what are now nothing better 
than " commandments of men," you will " walk at liberty, keep- 
ing God's commandments." They who are led by the Spirit 
spontaneously 2 by "a law written on their hearts," follow that 
course which God approves, and have no need of the p. 
of the law from winch the church has been delivered. 3 

1 Gal. v. 18. * fco&i&aKTot. 

3 It is not impossible that the apostle here, according to his manner, 
expresses one part of an antithetical sentence, leaving the other part, on 

which the point of his. statement sometimes depends, to be understood ' If 

ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law ; and if ye are under the 
law, ye are not, ye cannot he, led by the Spirit.' Olshansen seems to have 
some idea of this kind in his note: — " Now this tight (verses 16, 17) to which 
the Spirit leads, is nut by any means a- ivorl; muter the law, as if the believer 
fancied he amid diiUeii snivuLmn himself by it : the man receives the hipirii 
only if he is not under the law, if he through faith is become a child of God." 
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The great practical lesson taught us by this passage is, that 
the true way of mortifying sin and milking progress in holiness, 
is to yield our minds and hearts more and more up to the trans- 
forming influence of divine truth. Divine truth is efficacious 
only when attended by the operation of the Divine Spirit. 
The humble diligent study of the Bible, especially the New 
Testament scriptures, and fervent believing prayers for the assist - 
ance of the Holy Spirit, are the principal means of Christian 
sauetii'reation. 

That "the flesh" and "the Spirit" are direct opposites, and 
that of course the true way of escaping from the dominion of the 
former is to subject ourselves to the power of the latter, is strik- 
ingly and beautifully illustrated in the passage which immedi- 
ately follows, containing as it does a view of the practical conse- 
quences of these two modes of thinking and feeling — the carnal 
and the spiritual mind. " Now the works ' of the flesh are mani- 
fest, which are these: Adultery, fornication, uncleannoss, lascivi- 
ousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revel- 
lings, and such like : of the which I tell you before, as I have 
also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God." 2 

As " the flesh " is, as we have repeatedly remarked, the mode 
of thinking and feeling natural to man in an unregenerate state, 
so " the works of the flesh " 3 are the practical results of this mode 
of thinking and feeling — the mode of conduct to which it natur- 
ally leads — just as we say, " the work of righteousness is peace," 
peace is the natural result of righteousness. " Now," says the 
apostle, "the works of the flesh are manifest." 1 There is no 

1 " Td pei/ iranipii J)jy« i'| ijukv ylaavrai povov, Bid jtoi '4pya ixapKos ttntv 
Spa Kal is- epytiiSlilli K'A flujivTrjra e^olTO. Td bi KaK'a tii-% Tjfiiriiiii.i otiTiii 
p/ivuv eVijifAfHis, ak\h nai Tijs taraOey owepyeiae. Aio Kapnov uiiTO. tint tov 
- v f i'u ( ( t t. s." — THEOPHTL ACT . 

! Gal. v. 19-21. 

s " It is a meknrfiii'y tiling tu observe how much richer is every vocabulary 
in words that set forth sins, than in those that set forth graces. When St 
Paul (Gal. v. 19-23) would put these against those— the works of the JUdt 
against the fruit of the Spirit, these are seven teen, those only nine; and 
where do we find in Scripture such a list of graces as we do of their oppo.dtes? 
—2 Tim. iii. 2-5 ; Rom. i. 29-31."— T bench on the Study of Words. 

'"Neminein latent." — Acts iv. 16. Everybody knows what they are. 
The workings of the flesh and Spirit in the mind are hidden, invisible; but 
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reason to doubt about them. It is quite plain what they are. There 
is no need of laborious inquiries to ascertain them. And then he 
proceeds to particularise a number of them. When the apostle 
represents all the. different varieties of injustice, malignity, and 
impurity as the works of the flesh, he states the same truth 
as our Lord does when He says that, "out of the" unchanged 
"heart" of man "proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
false witness, blasphemies." Every species of immorality of con- 
duct is the result of depraved thought and feeling. What 
appears without is the index of what is going on within. 

To enter into a minute description of the different crimes 
which are here mentioned, could serve no good purpose, and 
might serve some bad ones. There are immoral practices which 
are not even to he named among Christians, and there are 
others which, though they must he named, should scarcely be 
more than named. There are certain vices, and a number of 
them are mentioned in this catalogue, which can scarcely he 
made the objects of steady intellectual contemplation without 
tainting in some degree the purity of the mind. The greater 
part of the terms employed by the apostle are sufficiently plain. 
A few of them, however, to an English reader require a word or 
two in explanation. 1 

"the works" of the first, and " the fruit" of the second — the results of their 
inward workings — are manifest. 

• Moixtia, « adultery," is impressive of illicit in t ere ours: e where at least 

one of the parties is married : the genuineness of the word here is doubtful. 
Ilofjwi'u. rendered - fornication," is often used as including both whoredom 
and adultery: when used along with p-"<-x f '«> it signifies the former, aearcely 
reckoned a crime among the heathen. aKa6apaia, " unclean n ess," is a gene- 
ral name for sexual impurities: and when spoken of us djstmcl from u<^x''"' 
and iTupvsia, probably refers to those unnatural practices so common among 
the heathen, avtkyda, " lasciviousness/' denotes all intemperate desires. 
firtaiXriAuT-jif/a, ■■ idolatry." — It was quite a natural transition from deeds of 
impurity lo idolatry. Many of the acts of worship to idols were abominable 
impurities ; and, in the Hebrew mode of speaking, idolatry was spiritual 
whoredom or adultery. rjiappuKeiu, "witchcraft." — Using magical charms 
and potions was generally practised by the pagan priests. ix®i"'h " hatred," 
— enmities, whether concealed in the heart, or made manifest in language 
and conduct. —Luke xxiii. 12. epit, " variance,"— a fondness for quarrelling. 
— Phil. i. 15; 1 Cor. i. 11. fijXot, " emulations," ardours, in a bad sense,— 
a hitter spirit of rivalry and contention. —James iii. 14-16; Acts v. 17. 
flu/ioi, "wrath," a high degree of anger, producing high breathing. It differs 
from «pyi?, nhicli indicates the impulse to. act which anger gives. ipi8tia<, 
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The word rendered "witchcraft" 1 is of ambiguous meaning. 
It is used to signify the propa ration and administration of poison. 
and also the magical use of herbs and other substances for pro- 
ducing love, or hatred, or indifference. It is probable that it is 
in the last sense that it is employed here. The employment of 
such terms is no proof of the reality of magical influence. It 
merely establishes the tiict, that, magical arts were then practised, 
and that the practice of such arts was a work of the flesh. 

"Sedition,"^ in the modern usage of the English language, 
denotes a political crime, the endeavouring to excite disturbances 
and change in a government. There can be no reason to doubt 
that in very many cases this is criminal — a work of the flesh; 
but the meaning of the word used by the apostle is much more 
extensive, and describes all divisions which originate in other 
principles than a regard to truth and justice, whether in families, 
or states, or churches. 2 

" Heresies," 4 though the English word is little more than the 
Greek word in English characters, does not convey to an Eng- 
lish mind anything like an exact idea of the apostle's meaning. 
Heresy in English means an error with regard to some funda- 
mental principle of religion. We call Socinians and Pelagians 
heretics. In the apostle's usage of the term heresy it is nearly 
equivalent to sect, and, as used here, is very nearly synonymous 
with seditions, unreasonable and unnecessary divisions. This 
seems the ordinary sense in which the word is used in the New 
Testament, and it enables us to explain a passage which in the 
English sense of the term " heresy" is not easily explained. The 
apostle says that " a heretic is condemned of himself."' 5 Now, 
certainly, every man who errs even on a fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity is not " self-condemned " in the ordinary meaning 
of these words. I have no doubt that many men have been 
perfectly sincere in maintaining what are commonly called 



'■ strife," ». rnl.iiiT nriL.ijtibiiu.ni iviivif, from e'.iiAji. u mercenary, and signifies 
'factions.' tpSavai, '■ envvmjrs ;" fliw, " murders/' — There is a natural 
connection between the tilings : t$>66vos often produces <f>6vat. There 
is also a. TrapiiKjiioiriu, of which the apostle seems fond. /tiOai. •'■ ilri;nk<_n-. 
noss." ii'id (cwnoi. '■ reve-'ir.u's.'' an' iia.1 uriLily connoiais! : ™iioi urn: !-.i\urinui 
feasts on days sacred to tht-ir divinities, especially Bacchus. 

1 (jiapfLOKeia. 2 St^otrratri'iu. s Eom, xvi. 17 ; 1 Cor. iii. 3. 

'alpia-tis. ' Tit. iii. 11. 
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heresies. The apostle's moaning is, — 'The man who unreason- 
ably leaves the communion of the church condemns and punishes 
himself. By leaving the church he executes upon himself the 
severest sentence she can denounce against him, that of excom- 
munication. 

These particular immoral practices are mentioned by the apostle 
probably because they were very prevalent in the ago and 
among the people to whom he was writing. He closes his 
catalogue, however, by the very general expression, " and such 
like.'" The substance of his statement is obviously this, — ' The 
flesh, that mode of thinking and feeling which is common to all 
men in their tin regenerate state, naturally produces every form of 
impiety and malignity, impurity and intemperance.' 

What a humbling view of human nature I But is it more 
humiliating than it is just ? In every age has not " the wicked- 
ness of man been great on the earth"? and is there any man 
who knows himself that is not ready to say with the apostle, " in 
me, that is in my flesh, dwells no good thing " 1 There is 
plainly something radically wrong with human nature. It stands 
in need not merely of improvement but renovation. We " must 
be born again." " Old things must pass away, and all things 
must become new." 

To his enumeration of the works of the flesh, the apostle ap- 
pends a very solemn declaration in reference to them, — " Of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, 
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God." The importance of the statement appears from the solemn 
manner in which it is introduced : " in reference to these things 
I tell you before;" that is, 'I forewarn you,'— his declaration 
referring to something that is future, — " as I also in time past," 
when among you, warned you. When we look at such de- 
clarations as that before us, we are apt to suppose that, if once 
made, they would never need to be repeated — it seems that 
they would strike so deep into the heart, as to influence every 
future thought and feeling — and that, if once known, they could 
never be forgotten. But how different is the truth ! The plainest 
and most ititeresting truths of religion need to be very often re- 
peated. " Precept must be on precept, and lino upon line;" 
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and the minister who is more anxious to save his people's souls 
than to tickle their imaginations and gratify their curiosity, will, 
like the apostle, find it requisite to tell them again what he has 
often told them before. For him to say the same things ought 
not to be grievous to him, for it is not only safe but useful- 
aye, necessary for them. 

The declaration is one that justifies the solemnity with which 
it is introduced, — " They which do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God." "The kingdom of God," or "of heaven," 
is a phrase of frequent occurrence in the New Testament. It is 
plainly used in two ways, in the one of which Christians are 
viewed as the subjects, in the other as the possessors, of the 
kingdom. The first way of using the phrase naturally rose 
out of the mode of thinking common among the Jews, and 
produced by the phraseology of the prophets. The Messiah, 
or promised deliverer, is very often spoken of by them as a 
Prince ; and the order of things to be introduced by him is 
naturally spoken of as his kingdom. In this view of the figure, 
the Messiah is the king, and all true Christians are Ids subjects. 
This is perhaps the most ordinary way in which the phrase is 
employed ; and it is sometimes used with a reference to the laws, 
and sometimes to the privileges, of this spiritual kingdom, — 
sometimes in reference to its imperfect state on earth, and some- 
times to its perfect state in heaven. In the second way of em- 
ploying the phrase, it is used on the general principle of figur- 
ative language. To denote the dignity anil happiness which 
await true Christians in their ultimate state, it is termed " the 
kingdom prepared for them." The figure is used in this way 
when the Apostle James speaks of poor Christians being " heirs 
of the kingdom which God lias promised to them who love Him." 
When Christians are represented as " made kings," and when 
it is promised to such as overcome that they shall " sit down 
with Christ on his throne, even as he also overcame, and is set 
down with his Father on his throne,"— wherever, indeed, the 
phrase before us occurs, " in/writ, the kingdom of God," — the 
phrase is obviously used in this last way ; and to " inherit the 
kingdom of God " is just equivalent to ' obtain possession of that 
state of dignity and happiness, which is figuratively represented 
as a kingdom — a divine kingdom.' 
The apostle's assertion, then, is that no man who does the works 
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of the flesh shall he a partaker of the celestial blessedness. The 
assertion is a most solemn and important one. The man who is 
habitually characterised by any one of the hahits above men- 
tioned, or by any similar habit, cannot, if he die in this state, be 
saved. Let us all look inward, lest we coins short of the heavenly 
kingdom. Eternal liapjiiness is at stake. If we habitually 
indulge in any immoral habit, it matters not what it is; if we 
are habitually ungodly, or impure, or unjust, or intemperate, we 
cannot he saved. And let us remember that exclusion from that 
state of celestial royalty is but part of the evil. There are but 
two states in the eternal world, and they who do not " inherit 
the kingdom" must he " cast into outer darkness, where there 
is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth." There is 
no intermediate sentence between, — " Come, ye blessed, in- 
herit the kingdom," and, " Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire." 

It would be well .if all who are livmg to the flesh would seriously 
consider these truths,—" If ye live after the flesh, ye must die." 
" If ye sow in the flesh, of the flesh ye must reap corruption. 1 ' 
While men are "after the flesh," they will "mind the things of 
the flesh." The only way of securing abstinence from the works 
of the flesh, which end in perdition, is to be "born of the Spirit:" 
for " except a man be born again," he will not abstain from the 
works of tiie flesh, which must ruin him. The tree must be 
made good that the fruit may be good. " Ye must be born 
again," " not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, even of 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." 

The apostle having tbus stated the practical results of that 
mode of thinking and feeling which is common to all men in 
their unregenerate state, and which he terms " the flesh," goes 
on to give a contrasted view of the practical results of that new 
and better mode of thinking and feeling, to which men are formed 
by the Holy Spirit, through the faith of the gospel, and which 
he terms " the Spirit." " But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, laitli, meekness, 
temperance : against such there is no law." 1 

" The Spirit" here, as throughout the whole context, is the 
new way of thinking and feeling to which a man is formed hy 

1 Gal. v. 22, 23. 
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the faith of the truth. Now " the fruit" 1 of this is just the dis- 
position and habits that grow out of it. "Love" 2 is enlightened 
benignant, affection toward God and man ; "joy" 3 is holy cheer- 
fulness ; " peace" 1 is a peaceful disposition, rising out of " the 
peace of God keeping the mind and heart;" " long-suffering" 5 
is patience under ill-treatment long continued; 6 "gentleness"' 
is kindness — readiness to forgive and relieve; 8 "goodness" 9 is 
a disposition to oblige; 10 "faith" 11 is fidelity;" "meekness" 13 is 
lenity, or a disposition to bear, forbear, arid" forgive;' 4 " temper- 
ance" 15 is continence — moderation, in our estimate, desire, and 
pursuit, of worldly good. 

He who, through the belief of the truth, has the mind in him 
which was in Christ, is, in the degree in which he has this mind 
in him, good and happy— filled with benevolence — happy in 
himself, and rejoicing in the happiness of all around him— at 
peace with God and himself, and disposed to be at peace with 
all men — not easily provoked, even by continued ill usage — mild 
in his temper and manners — distinguished by unbending in- 
tegrity and inviolable fidelity —gentle to the infirmities of others 
— and, if severe in anything, severe to himself, in guarding 
against every approximation to sinful indulgence. 

Such is the kind of character which naturally grows out of 
that new and better mode of thinking, to which men are formed 
by the faith of the truth. It would not be difficult to show how 
every one of these holy amiable dispositions grows out of the new 
mind,— how the faith of the truth, or, in other words, the truth 
believed, naturally leads to these results. To do this with all of 

I Ko/m-dt, is in sense equivalent to epya; but the apostle seems to delight 
to speak of salutary ;md praiseworthy results under this beautiful figure.— 
Rom. i. 13; vi. 22;vii.4; xv. 28; Eph. v. 9; Phil. ii. 22; iv. 17. In one 
place he speaks ironically of the fatal effects of sin as fruits, Earn, vi. 21. It 
is an ingenious remark of Bishop Sanderson respecting the effects of the flesh 
being termed " works," and those of the Spirit, " fruit : "— " Where the flesh 
rules all, the work exceeds the fruit i and therefore, without mentioning the 
fruit, they are called ' the works of the flesh.' But where the Spirit rules, 
the fruit exceeds the work; ant] therefore, without even mentioning the 

work, it is called ' the fruit of the Spirit.'" 

ayawq. 3 xapd. ' (Ipjjwj. ( paKpotivfLin, 

• Rom. ii. 4 ; Eph. iv. 2 ; Col. iii. 12. ' xpW™ T V- 

8 2 Cor. vi. 6 ; Col. iii. 12. » dyaSuaiw,, '» 2 Thess. i. 4, 

II irfonr. « Matth. xxiii. 23 ; Rom. iii. 3 ; Tit. ii. 10. 

" wpav-njs. « l Cor. iv. 21 ; Col. iii. 12. ,s iynparaa. 

V 
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them would occupy too much room. I shall content myself with 
showing how one of these tempers is " the fruit of the Spirit "— 
gentleness or meekness, — and I shall borrow my illustration 
from the apostle's own writings. Christians are exhorted to be 
" gentle, showing fill meekness unto all men ; "/or," adds the 
apostle, " we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and 
envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kind- 
ness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, being justified by his grace, we 
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." 1 

It will be a very edifying exercise, in our retirements, to go 
over the whole of the passage, and to consider how the faith of 
the grand peculiarities of Christian truth is calculated to pro- 
duce all the various graces and virtues of the Christian character. 
It is quite evident that the fruit of the Spirit and the works of 
the flesh — the practical results of the un regenerate and the re- 
generate frame of mind — are directly opposite, and that in the 
degree in which a man is under the influence of the latter will 
he be delivered from the influence of the former; and that of 
course "walking in the Spirit" is the best way of guarding 
against "fulfilling the lusts of the flesh." It is plainly morally 
impossible that the man full of " love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance," should 
indulge iti the works of the flesh, as specified in the preceding 
verses ; and that the shortest and only effectual method of be- 
coming truly holy, and truly happy, is just to have the mind 
completely imbued with the grand dk.inguishing peculiarities of 
Christian truth. 

Particular precepts, enjoining what is tight and forbidding what 
is wrong, are very useful in their own place in promoting true 
holiness; but their place is, comparatively speaking, a subordi- 
nate one. What is chiefly wanted is a living spring of holy dis- 
position — a habitual dislike of sin in all its forms — a habitual love 
of holiness ; and this is nowhere to be obtained but in that " new 

1 Tit. iii. 2-7. 
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wind," which is indeed "the mind of Christ," and which becomes 
ours when, and just in the proportion in which, under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, we believe " the truth as it is in Jesus." 

As it is " the Spirit," the new mind, alone which can produce 
these fruits ; so, on the other hand, wherever there is the Spirit, 
the new mind, these effects will he produced. Whatever profes- 
sion we may make, it is certain that we do not understand and 
believe the- gospel, if we do not feel a happy, holy, transforming 
influence. "The Spirit" is an active principle. Wherever it 
exists it operates. If we are habitually strangers to the disposi- 
tions above enumerated, we have not " the Spirit of Christ;" and 
"if we have not the Spirit of Christ, we are none of his." 

Alas! have not many who bear Christ's name reason to fear 
that they are altogether destitute of his Spirit; and even those 
who have something like satisfactory evidence that in them is 
the mind winch was in Him, have they not much ground of 
regret and self-condemnation that they have it in so limited a 
measure. The only way of obtaining it by those who want it, 
is the belief of the truth under the influence of the Holy Ghost; 
and the only way of obtaining larger measures of the Spirit, is 
to grow in the knowledge and faith of this truth ; and in order 
to the growth, and continued and increased operation, of this 
knowledge and faith, Divine influence is necessary; and this 
continued and increased operation is promised to sincere, be- 
lieving, and persevering prayer. 

The apostle adds, "Against such there is no law." This is one of 
those passages in which, though I lie words are perfectly plain, there 
is some difficulty in perceiving their reference, or the particular 
purpose for which the apostle employs them. " Against such," ' 
that is, not against such tempers and dispositions, but against 
persons characterised by such tempers and dispositions there is 
no law. Some have supposed that the apostle's meaning may 
be thus expressed, ' If all men were of this description, there 
would be no need of law.' These are not at al! the class of 
people against whom " law" is directed. 3 We rather think that 
the following statement comes at least nearer Ids object in in- 
troducing tins clause, ' Tile Judaising teachers, to gain their 
end, not only talked much of the advantages of submitting to 

1 Toiovrwr, not miQvrwv. ; 1 Tim. i. 9-11. 
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the law of Moses, but also of the danger of not submitting to 
it. Now, says the apostle, ( these threatenings need not alarm 
you if ye thus walk in the Spirit. That law approves of such 
characters and corresponding conduct, that law has no curse 
for you.' 1 

The apostle then proceeds to state that all true Christians do, 
under the influence of the Spirit, endeavour to mortify the flesh 
—under the influence of their new mode of thinking ami feeling 
endeavour completely to abandon their old mode of thinking and 
feeling ; and calls on the Galatians who professed to be spiritually 
alive to prove this by a corresponding course of conduct in avoid- 
ing the works of the flesh, and displaying the fruits of the Spirit 
in their behaviour to each other. " And they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts." a 

u They who are Christ's " is a phrase just equivalent to the 
appellation Christians, when understood in its true extent of 
meaning. It is a word often employed in a very extenuated 
sense. Every man who makes a profession of Christianity— who 
pays some regard to its external offices— who has been baptized, 
and who has not formally renounced Ins baptism — every man, 
in a word, who is not a Pagan, or Mohammedan, or Jew, or 
infidel, is usually called a Christian. But there are many such 
Christians who are not Christ's. By their worldly, and often 
wicked, conduct, they dishonour His name and injure his in- 
terest ; and on the great day of final reckoning he shall say to 
them, "Depart from me, I never knew you, ye workers of 
iniquity." The general idea suggested by the expression is 
intimate connection — " They are Christ's,' 7 as " Christ is God's." 
They are his peculiar property, given to Him by his Father, 
redeemed by his blood, animated by his Spirit, subject to his 
authority, conformed to his image, devoted to his honour. They 

1 It is but right to state that I do not. ilisi.ijiH.lv laiiVrsland the reference 
or design of these vvnnls, " Against such there is no law." Rosemn tiller's 
scholion is as good as any interpretation I know : — " Est Meiosis. Tantum 
abest ut iis leps Mosaics Urn-ores siut, luutueiuli, lit potius Dei) sint ^.rati, 
et accepti licet noncireumcisi." Some would render kutii ' concerning,' q. d. 
' These qiialiiics, these dispositions of mind and heart, are not the proper 
si:l.iji.'cl, fjf hiui.' Law refers to overl ads. This is true of human laws; but 
the remark cannot be extended to that law which is nvtvpaTtKos, whose two 
cardinal commands are, The supreme love of (jinl, unil The sincere love of 
our neighbour. * Gal. v. 24. 
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cull no man master or proprietor — one is their master anil pro- 
prietor, Christ. They are not their own, but his — his only— 
wholly— for ever. Now, all who are thus Christ's " have cruci- 
fied 1 the flesh with the affections and lusts." 

" The flesh" is, as I have so often had occasion to remark, a 
general name for that mode of thinking and feeling which is 
natural to man so long as he continues a stranger to the regene- 
rating power of Divine influence ; and " the affections and lusts" 
are just those dispositions and desires which naturally grow out 
of this frame of thought and affection. The flesh and its attend- 
ing lusts are here personified, spoken of as living beings; and 
true Christians are represented as putting them to death by 
crucifixion. 

The figure is bold, and to our comparatively cold and tame 
occidental imaginations may appear harsh ; but it is highly 
sipnliraiit, and its meaning is obvious. Crucifixion was a 
punishment appropriated to the worst crimes of the basest sort 
of criminals, and produced death, not suddenly, but gradually. 
This seems to have been the idea present to the apostle's mind :' 
True Christians regard with disapprobation and loathing that 
mode of thinking and feeling which is common to all till they 
are renewed ; and they earnestly desire, and constantly seek, its 
complete extinction. They do not succeed in completely de- 
stroying it while here below ; but they have fixed it to the Cross, 
and they are determined to keep it there till it expire. The 
phrase is similar in its meaning — but more emphatic— to the 
phrases, "mortifying our members which are on the earth" — 
" putting off the old man who is corrupt in his deeds." 

Some have considered this passage as parallel with the follow- 
ing passage in the Epistle to the Romans, — " Our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin." s But the two passages 
refer to two completely distinct, though very closely connected, 
subjects. The passage in the Epistle to the Romans refers to 

1 dTTaipinrau, in the aorist : -' Crucify," equivalent to ' have crucified, are 
crucifying, habitually crucify.' " Actio =r>;itii, vd studiose exercita peraoristos 
vel preterita, cxprinii solet : ut et per presentia iuterdum."— E. Schmid. 
We express what is customary in the present. 

! Rom. vi. 6. The true parallel to the passage before us is Col. iii. 5. 
The vacpniv ™ pA>j there, is equivalent lo aravpovv Tt)i> aapua, k. t. X. here. 
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something done for the Christians— tlic pnssage before us to 
something which the Christian does for himself. The one de- 
serihes the Christian privilege — the other delineates his character. 
The statement in the Epistle to the Romans is, ' The atonement 
secures the sanctification of all interested in it. What Christ 
suffered on the cross laid a secure foundation for the deliverance 
of his people from all immoral principles.' The statement before 
us is, ' Every true Christian regards with disapprobation and 
hatred that wrong way of thinking and fooling which is natural 
to him, and is engaged in endeavouring to root it out completely. 
lie is treating it in a way analogous to that in which the basest 
criminal is treated.' 

It deserves notice that the expression is unlimited — " the flesh, 
with the affection and lusts." It is not merely with some of the 
more unsightly products of the flesh that the Christian is dis- 
pleased, it is with the flesh itself. It is not the pinning of the 
old stock which will serve his purpose, it must be dug up by the 
roots. It is not the improvement of " the ok! man," it is the 
putting him off. What the Christian is determinedly seeking 
after is complete deliverance from a mode of thinking and feeling 
at variance with the mind and will of God. 

This crucifixion of" the flesh, with its affections and lusts"— 
the habitual desire and endeavour to master that wrong way of 
thinking and feeling, which is natural to us all, is peculiar to the 
true Christian, and it is characteristic of the true Christian. 
None but true Christians do so,— all true Christians do so. 
None but those who are Christ's " crucify the flesh, with its 
affections and lusts." Many who are not Christians dislike 
peculiar vices, and carefully avoid them. Many who are not 
true Christians set about a partial self-reformation, and for a 
time are very zealous in prosecuting it ; but none but a trUe 
Christian makes war habitually with " the flesh," the worldly 
mode of thinking and feeling, in its root as well as in its fruit- 
in its most reputable as well as in its most disgraceful forms. 
Other men may chastise " the flesh," hut it is only they that are 
Christians that crucify it. 

And as it is peculiar to Christians, so it is common to them to 
" crucify the flesh, with its affections and lusts." Some of them 
are more successful than others in mortifying and crucifying 
their depraved modes of thinking and feeling ; but they are all 
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honestly thus engaged ; and it is just in the degree in which they 
are successful thfit they give evidence to themselves and others 
that they are indeed belonging to Christ. The apostle's statement 
is not what many commentators have represented it. They who 
are Christians ought to " crucify the flesh, with its affections and 
lusts," though that is a truth too ; but it is they who are Chris- 
tians do crucify — a declaration which plainly implies, that if men 
do not " crucify the flesh, with its affections and lusts," they are 
not Christ's. The man who habitually indulges any of the affec- 
tions or lusts of the flesh, makes it evident, whatever he calls 
himself, lie is not in reality a Christian. He has not the Spirit 
of Christ, and therefore he is none of his. 

The apostle proceeds now to exhort the Galatians to prove 
the reality of their religion by producing its fruits. The ex- 
hortation, we should have naturally expected, would have been, 
— ' If, then, ye are Christ's, crucify the flesh, with its affections 
and lusts.' To be " in Christ," and to be " in the Spirit," are 
descriptive of the same persons. Not to " waik after the flesh," 
and to " walk after the Spirit," are but different views of the 
same kind of character and conduct; so that, to a person who is 
familiar with the apostle's mode of thought and expression, there 
is nothing unnatural in the phraseology of the exhortation that 
follows. " If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit." * 

To " live," in the phraseology of the apostle, is often equiva- 
lent to ' be happy.' " Now we live, if \e. statu! last, in the Lord." 2 
" If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live." 3 . It is plain, however, that the word is not used in 
this sense in the passage before us. To " live in the Spirit" is 
just ' to be spiritually alive ' — to be animated and actuated by 
the Spirit. 

" The Spirit," as I have endeavoured to show, is, in the 
whole of this context, that new mode of thinking and feeling to 
which a man is formed by the Holy Spirit, by the instrumen- 
tality of the faith of the truth as it is in Jesus ; and to " live 
in the Spirit " is just to possess this mode of thinking and 
feeling. 

To " walk" is, in Scripture language, descriptive of a course 
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of conduct. To "walk in the Spirit" 1 is habitually to act 

spirii.imlly — to behave like spiritual men — like men who think 
and feel in that new and better way to which the Holy Spirit 
forms alt who are under his influence. 

The force of the exhortation is obviously this,—' If we are 
Christians, let us prove ourselves to be so, by acting like Chris- 
tians. If we are spiritually alive, let us show that we are so by- 
being spiritually active. If we really think and feel as all do 
who are believers of the truth, under the influence of the Spirit, 
let us make this evident by embodying our convictions and feel- 
ings in our behaviour.' 1 

There are two important general principles obviously implied 
in this exhortation,— the one, that we must " live in the Spirit," 
in order to our "walking in the Spirit;" and the other, that 
" walking in the Spirit " is- the natural result, and the only 
satisfactory evidence, of" living in the Spirit." " Living in the 
Spirit" is necessary in order to "walking in the Spirit." A man 
must be a Christian before he can act christianly. The tree 
must be good in order to the fruit being good ; the fountain must 
be cleared that the streams may be pure. Christian conduct 
can spring only from Christian principle. Are we anxious to 
get to heaven, and, for this purpose, to obtain that " holiness, 
without which no man can see the Lord"? The only way of 
obtaining it, is to be thus " transformed by the renewing of our 
mind ;" and this can only be brought about by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, through the instrumentality of Christian truth 
understood and believed. 

The other principle is equally important,—' Walking in 
the Spirit is the natural result and only satisfactory evidence 
of living in the Spirit.' The state of the mind and heart is 
closely connected with that of the conduct. Whatever a man's 
profession be— however ingeniously he may speculate, and how- 
ever plausibly and fluently he may talk about Christianity,— if; 
in his temper and conduct, be does not exhibit the native results 

1 oToijffii., equivalent U 
Phil. iii. 16. "tTToixclv 
euntinere . " — Estius, 

5 Bauer's paraphrase is good (Rhet. Paul. ii. 672) :— '• Si vivimus (interne 
i[im sensuin ut omrtitiuiiem) spiritu; spiritu el : ajramus, incedamus more ex- 
terno: vitam internam probcimis. fad is externis." 
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of Christian principle and feeling, lie makes it evident that he is 
not a Christian. " By their fruits," says our Lord, " ye shall 

know them." The Spirit is not there when his fruits are not there. 



SECT. IV. — r-AimCL'LAU liXHOI'.TAI'lOXS TO CEKTATN VAI^I'TIKS 
OF " WALKING IN THE SPIRIT." 

The apostle follows up this general exhortation by a variety 
of particular ones, all of them included in it. 

1. Caution against i-aiii-ij/orijiuq. 

The first is contained in the 26th verse, — " Let us not be 
desirous of vain-glory, provoking one another, envying one an- 
other.'" The English words, " Be not desirous of vain -glory," 
naturally signify, ' Do not eagerly desire, do not supremely seek 
after, a high reputation for qualities which are really not valuable 
in themselves, or are valuable in the estimation of those onlv wluise 
good opinion is of little value.' True glory consists in being justly 
esteemed by good men for really good qualities. " Vain-glory" 
is to have the reputation of qualities which we do not possess, or 
to he praised for qualities which, though we do possess them, do 
not deserve praise; or to be highly esteemed by men whose 
esteem is of little value. To "be desirous of vain-glory," in anv 
of these senses, is a very foolish and a very unchristian thing ; 
but it does not seem to be the evil against which the apostle is 
here guarding the Galatians. 

We apprehend the apostle's meaning is this, ' Let us not be 
vain-glorious.' 1 To be " vain-glorious" is to boast of what we 
do not possess, or of what, though we do possess it, is of no 
value, or is of far less value than we attach to it For the mean- 
ing of the word, consult Phil. ii. 3; 2 Cor. x. 17; xii. 1-10; 
Phil. iii. 3-10. The Galatian church was divided into two 
parties— the Judaising party, and their opponents. The first 
boasted of their eireumeision, and their superior sanctity in keep- 
ing the Mosaic observances ; and of their honours, as connected 

1 " The sixth chapter ought to have begun here ; for v. 26 stands in strict 
I'nunection with what follows it down to vi, 5, and is separated from the 

fiir^filsiif liv the exhortation ;iiii.kiup; a transition from its entirely general 
character to the special." — Ol.sifAUsEX. 
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with Abraham, the father of the faithful. This was to glory in 
what was not really valuable. All these things, under the gospel, 
are utterly useless. The other party was in danger of glorying in 
their freedom from the restrictions of the Mosaic law, and to look 
down on their brethren as men of contracted minds. This liberty 
was in itself a good thing, hut it was not a thing to glory in. 
It was not their chief blessing. The kingdom of God consists 
" not in meats and drinks," but in "justification" — in " peace" 
with God— in " joy in the Holy Ghost." ' These were the 
blessings to glory in. This was true glory. 

'Now,' says the apostle to both parties, 'be not vain-glorious.' 
Let not the Jew or the Judaiser boast of his subjection to the 
law ; and let not the Gentile boast of his freedom from the law, 
as if either the one or the other was the great benefit by which, 
as Christians, they were distinguished. 2 

The natural consequence of indulging in this vain-gloriation 
was mutual quarrelling and mutual hatred, — " Provoking one 
another," — ' Calling out one another to the field of controversy.' 
When one said, ' I am better than you, because I submit to the 
Mosaic law,' and another, ' I am better than you, because I walk 
at liberty,' these statements naturally led to disputations and 
vain-j anglings about the law, and these as naturally tended to 
strengthen mutual dislike into mutual hatred. 

" Envying one another." The word " envy," in its most ap- 

I - • - - , 11 ■ !■■■..■. ■)■ ii -I ■ !■■ il .''■ «il 'in- i !'■■•*■" uri'iiiii; tP'iu 

perceiving the superiority of another. I do not see how, in this 
strict sense, it is very applicable to the case in the apostle's view. 
The word is sometimes employed to signify hatred,— as when it 
is said that Pilate knew that " through envy " — that is obviously 
malignity—" the Jews had delivered Jesus to him." 3 In this 
way we understand the word here. Controversies on such sub- 
jects generally end in setting the combatants farther than ever 
from each other, as to kindly affection. He, who in the com- 

1 Jerome, considering tlie worth a« equivalent to Phil. ii. 3, " Let nothing 
be done throiisili vain- dory,"'' very forcibly renuirks, ■■ Kleemosyna si ob 
laudem liat inanis gloria est: longa oratio, pallor ex jejunio, ipsa quoque 
castitas in matrimoiiio, viduuute. virjjiiiibiiK, ssepe jjlaiiHiim qiunnl bumauimi; 
et quod dudum liineo dicere. si-d dieenilini] est. m.-irtyrium ip*um, si ideo fiat 
lit admirationi et laudi habeamur in fratribus, fnislra sanguis eftusus est." 

3 Matth. xxvii. 18. 
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mencement of such a " controversy, only suspected the Chris- 
tianity of his brother, generally ends with denying it. If he dis- 
liked him then, lie hates him now. This is not to " walk in 
the Spirit," but in " the flesh." 

It would be consolatory could we think that the exhortation 
iii the text, though necessary in the apostle's time; had become un- 
necessary in ours. But alas 1 how different is the truth ! How 
much vain-glorying is there among the professors of the name 
of Christ, even among those of whom charity obliges us to hope 
that their profession is genuine ! How do they glory in their 
distinctions ! One boasts of bis connection with a rich and 
powerful, ancient and venerable establishment; another glories 
in his being a Dissenter. One boasts of the imposing splendour, 
and another glories in the primitive simplicity, of their respective 
modes of worship. Even far less discernible marks of distinc- 
tion become grounds of gloriation : and this provokes to angry 
controversy; and this again produces strife, jealousy, enmity, 
malignity. Were we more spiritual it would be otherwise. We 
should glory chiefly in the grand principles of Christian truth, in 
which all really good men are agreed ; and our attachment to 
these would produce attachment to all who really believe them. 
While every man sought after, and endeavoured to communicate 
to his brother those views of truth and duty, which he conceived 
he had obtained from his Bible—" speaking the truth in love," — 
there would be no " provoking one another," except " to love 
and good works;" and instead of "envying and hating one 
another," there would be general edification of the body in love. 

This state of things is to be Drought about by the minds of 
men being brought more and more under the influence of Chris- 
tian truth by the operation of the Holy Ghost. We mav be able 
to do but little in the way of forwarding such a state of things, 
but we do something if we yield up ourselves to the enlightening, 
sanctifying, softening, influence of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

2; Duty of " the Sjii.rU'ud " to those " overtaken in a fault." 
The passage which follows is obviously so closely connected- 
with what goes before, that it ought not to have been disjoined 
from it. It is the continued amplification of l.lie general injunc- 
tion to Christian duty contained in the 25th verse of the preced- 
ing chapter. " If we live in the Spirit let us also walk in the 
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Spirit." Under the influence of the new and. better spirit to 
which we are formed by the agency of the Holy Spirit through 
the instrumentality of the faith of the truth, let us not he vuin- 
glorious, provoking one another to useless and mischievous con- 
tentions which have a direct tendency to produce mutual aversion 
and malignity. This was to walk after the flesh and not after 
the spirit ; this was to cherish instead of to crucify the flesh in its 
affections and lusts. Instead of seeking each his own glory, let 
us seek one another's true happiness ; instead of triumphing over 
a fallen brother, and endeavouring to elevate ourselves by his 
d('|iiv>-ii>n. let us cherish a deep sense of deficiency and weakness; 
and in that meek disposition which such a feeling naturally pro- 
duces, let us endeavour to reclaim the wandering, to strengthen 
the weak, and to raise the fallen. Such is the general import of 
the paragraph which follows, and to the more particular examina- 
tion of which our attention must now be directed. " Brethren, if 
a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou 
also be tempted." ' 

It is plain that though the apostle's language be indefinite, 
" if a man he overtaken in a fault," the injunction does not 
refer to mankind generally, but to the members of a Christian 
church. It is just equivalent to, 'if any of you' — "any man 
that is called a brother." 2 

The phrase translated, "be overtaken in a fault," 3 is some- 
what ambiguous. For a man to be surprised or taken in a fault, 
or to be overtaken by a fault, is to fall into error or sin. The 
phrase seems to have been selected for the purpose of conveying 
the idea that the person referred to is not a habitual sinner — is 
not a person who lives in sin— who habitually does what is in- 
consistent with the will of Christ. He is not the person whom 
John describes as "a doer of sin."* A person of this descrip- 
tion has no right to a place in Christ's church. If he has been 
admitted into communion with a scripturally organised church, 
it must have been by mistake ; and when ever his real eharac- 

'Gal. vi. 1. *1 Cor. v. 11. 

' irpoki)<fi6ij fi> tit/i. TTHjium-Miiri™, ■ i-nu^'tit in a fault,'- or rather, ' caught 
by a fault, npo— before he had time to observe its appi-nadi, to see its 
bearings, to muster resistance. ' jr^nXi^flij = (riwumifiiraxeij — Chkysost. 
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ter manifests itself, it is their imperative duty to " put away from 
among them such a wicked person." The fault here referred to 
is obviously occasional; the man is "overtaken" in or by it. 
From the force of temptation, the want of prayerful vigilance 
and humble dependence, every Christian, even the most eminent, 
may fall into error and commit sin. 

Now, what is the duty of his fellow Christians to such a 
person ? Is it immediately to expel him from their society 1 
No; it is their duty to restore liim, and to restore him in the 
spirit of meekness. The word rendered "restore" 1 properly signi- 
fies to put a dislocated member of the body into its proper place.* 
When a professed Christian falls into error or sin, he becomes, 
as it were, a dislocated member of the mystical body of Christ, 
incapable of properly performing its own functions, and occasion- 
ing pain and inconvenience to the other members of the body. 

To " restore such an one," is to use the appropriate means of 
convincing him of his error and sin, and bringing him back to 
the path of truth and righteousness. lie was not to be immedi- 
ately excommunicated— that is the last resort ; but neither was 
he to be allowed to continue in a state dangerous both to himself 
and his fellow church members. When a member of the human 
body is dislocated, amputation is not immediately resorted to. 
But neither is it allowed to remain in a state of luxation. 
Means are immediately employed to have the dislocation reduced. 
Whenever a Christian man is "overtaken in a fault," means 
should without delay be used to u restore " him. And what are 
these means? By faithful, but at the same time friendly, state- 
ments of the truth, let him be led to see that he is in error and 
in fault. Show him the inconsistency of his opinion or his 
conduct with the doctrine and the law of Christ. Point out to 
him the bad consequences which are likely to result from it, both 
to himself and others. And when he is thus brought to a just 
sense of his fault, and in danger of being swallowed up of over- 
much sorrow, turn his mind to the gracious promises made to 

1 « jtarapxifere, id e>t, liitimini mini, qunsi luxatuin membrum, suo loco 
reponere et adaptando rursum ri>in[>iT:i_"i:rf." — Beza. 

* Vide Suicer. Generally, mtiui, r,:p<tir. — Alal.tli. iv. -21 ; Marki. 19. The 
KaTapTtofi&s t£>v aylav— 'the putting into, and keeping in joint, the various 
mem tiers of Christ's body' — is represented by the apostle as the great end of 
the gospel ministry, Bph. iv. 12. 
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the returning backslider, and receive him, as in that case there is 
reason to believe that. Christ has received bim. 

All this must be done " in the spirit of meekness." 1 "The 
spirit of meekness" 1 is a Hebraism for 'a meek spirit.' The 
offending brother is not to be addressed in a tone of arrogant 
superiority, or angry rebuke. He is not to be "treated as an 
enemy, but admonished as a brother." Every thing that is done 
must be done in such a manner as to make it evident that there 
is no wish to give unnecessary pain, and that the ultimate objects 
in view are the honour of the Saviour, the prosperity of his 
church, and the best interest of the individual himself. In 
performing this most important part of Christian duty, it is 
peculiarly necessary to be "gentle, apt to teach," "patient," 
"in meekness instructing those who oppose themselves."' 1 

This injunction to restore an offending brother in " the spirit 
of meekness is addressed to " those who are spiritual." The 
appellation '•'spiritual'" is often used to denote converted men 
in contrast to unconverted men, who are denominated " car- 
nal," ' " sensual." e But the word is also applied to Chris- 
tians of a high order of attainment, to distinguish them from 
Christians of a low order of attainment. Enlightened, consistent 
Christians, as distinguished from their brethren of narrow-pre- 
judiced views and irregular and doubtful habits. This is plainly 
the meaning in which the apostle employs the term when he 
says to the Corinthians, whom he yet considered as Christian 
brethren, — "I could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but 

1 It is well remarked by Basil, that, in performing tins duty. '■ vuirii wiles 
ild.ii'iii iiiiitiiri umbos, intdiiMs qui ivj;rii lion ii-asiiLiiii.ur, sud adi rrsus morljuin 
ipsum pugnsmt." Augustine's golden rule well deserves to be cited : il Salsi- 
tudinem correptionis amor Christi temperet, et dilectionem proximi sal 
jusl.il.i;^ condiat." 

1 In 1 Cor. iv, 21, liyii-ari and m'tipa npau-nfros are represented as syno- 
nymous. It is a phrase of the same kind as Isa. xxix. 10 ; Rom. xi. S,— " a 
spirit of slumber." 

s " The duty of watching over each other, so frequently inculcated on the 
disciples, may be perverted, and become the source of strife, confusion, and 
every evil work. There is no part of Christian duty which requires us to 
look more carefully to our own spirit than administering reproof to our 
brethren; and the more we are impressed with a sense of our own weakness 
and proneness to fall, the better shall we be able to hold up our brother 
when he stumbles.". — J. A. Haldahe. 

' irrajuirumf. * trapmitm. « fv^otoi. 
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as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ," ' etc. " Tho 
spiritual " here are obviously the same class as the apostle in the 
Epistle to the Romans, chapter xv. ], calls "the strong." 2 "We 
then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves." It is then the peculiar duty of 
enlightened Christians who are enabled to act so as to " adorn 
the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things," to restore such 
of their less enlightened and consistent brethren as have fallen 
into error or sin. And if, instead of this, they are disposed to 
treat their offending brother with arrogance and bitterness, it is 
proof that they are not so spiritual, nor so strong, as they 
ought to be, or, as they think they are. " For the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness." 

The apostle enforces the exhortation by a. powerful motive — 
"considering thyself lest thou also be tempted." 3 Biit tho 
apostle changes the manner of his address from the plural to the 
singular, to give it more force and point,- — ■" each one " — " con- 
sidering thyself lest thou also be tempted." 4 These words may 
either be considered as referring to the duty of restoring the 
offending brother, or the manner of performing the duty " with 
meekness," The spiritual were not to allow the offending 
brother to continue in error and sin, but were to take all proper 
means to restore him, to bring him back to truth and duty. 

They were to do this from the consideration that error and sin, 
if allowed to pass unnoticed in a religion- society, are likely to be 
hurtful not only to the individual biit to the society, and not 
only to the reputation of the society, but to its real spiritual 
interests. " A little leaven leaveueth the whole lump." If first 
one brother and then another, when lie falls into a fault, be 



t be supplied. This is, as to meaning, equivalent to o-kojt- 
fiij to) ii/itis Kttpaa&ijtt. 
' Such changes from the plural to the singular sometimes occur in the 
apostle's writings, us above, chap. iv. 7, and 1 Cor. iv. 2. Jerome and Le 
Clcrc noli: this change of person as a solecism; Blackball and Doddridge 
remark it as a beauty. Such changes are to be found in the best author-;, 
e. g. Horace : — 

" Nescios fari, pneros Aeluvis 
I'n-ivt il-mnni", eimm latentem 

Mafris in alvo."— Od. lib. iv. C, 8. 
" 3 « naBiiv trfa^airat . . . ro« pi v. . . ."— Tnuc. 6, 80, 2 (Kriiger). 
See also, Aristoph. Acharn. 290 (Dind,); 276, 277 (Bekk.) 
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allowed to continue in it, the danger of others falling before 
similar temptations is greatly increased ; and the honest, yet 
meek and gentle, exercise of discipline- in not overlooking faults, 
hut restoring the faulty, by warning, and instruction, and re- 
buke, is one of the great means of preserving others from 
falling into similar faults. But I apprehend that the apostle 
meant the motive contained in the concluding clause of the 
verse, to refer not so much to the restoring the fallen brother 
as opposed to the neglect of discipline, the letting him alone, 
as to the restoring him as opposed to the abandoning him, and 
the restoring of him with meekness instead of using the ap- 
pointed means of restoration in a haughty overbearing spirit. 
' Do not treat a brother, a fellow Christian, as if be were a de- 
termined apostate from Christ and Christianity ; and in employ- 
ing means to bring him back to the way of truth and righteous- 
ness, while you deal faithfully with him, deal kindly and neutly 
with him. Make it apparent that it is because you love him 
that you cannot "suffer sin upon him ;" and do this, remember- 
ing that you are also a man labouring under the remains of the 
same depraved nature, exposed to temptation, liable to sin, "lest 
thou also be tempted." 1 If placed in his circumstances you 
might probably not have acted a wiser or a better part. Most 
assuredly you would not if the grace of Christ had not enabled 
you. Let a sense of your own weakness induce you not indeed 
to spare the fault, hut to pity the offender. And let the force 
of the general law of our Lord, " as ye would that others should 
do unto you, do ye even so to them," be strengthened by the 
consideration, that it is quite a possible thing that you, through 
the prevalence of temptation, may be placed in circumstances 
similar to those of the brother whom you are now called on to 
restore. 2 

This is a passage which is replete with important instruction 

1 ireLpaadyvai is here, plainly, not merely to tie tempted, but to be seduced 
to sin, to succumb to temptation ; for it answers to the words in the previous 
part of the verse, t. n. a. i. t. tt.— equivalent to, ' lest thou also be overtaken 
in a fault.' The word is used in the same way, 1 Theas. iii. 5. 

5 Dr Paley (Harce Paulina', chap. v. No. VI. Works, ii. p. 216) refers to 
2 Cor. Ii. V, 8, and adds, " I can have little doubt but that it was l be samr 
mind which dictated these two passages." It is good, when lookinsr on an 
offending brother, to reflect, as a modern Latinist has it, — " Aut swims, ant 
fnimus, aut possimus omne quod hie est. "—Mantua ri-js, de howsto "more. 
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to the members of Christian churches in all ages. Our Lord 
has informed us that offences must come ; and the history of his 
church has in every age confirmed the declaration. In every 
Christian church, however careful they may be in their admis- 
sion of members, — and the great body of Christian churches 
would require to be, in this respect, much more careful than 
they are,— individuals will be overtaken in faults. Now, what 
is to be done in sucli circumstances % Many Christians seem to 
think that the less that is said or done in such a case, so much 
the better; and that, at any rate, private church members have 
nothing to do in such matters. 

But this is an important mistake. Regard — to the honour of 
Christ, who means his church to be an animated representation 
of his religion, — to the interest of the society, " for a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump," and "evil communications corrupt 
good manners," — and to the welfare of the offender himsellj im- 
peratively requires tliat violations of the law of Christ should not 
bo allowed to pass unnoticed. The duty of church members is, 
to watch over each other, to be one another's keepers— to "look 
diligently iest any man fail of the grace of (jod, lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble them." 1 The course to be fol- 
lowed in such cases is distinctly marked out by our Lord and 
Saviour,— Matt, xviii. 15-17. Members of Christ's church ouglit 
not to he " busy bodies in other men's matters," or lend an easy 
ear to every idle and slanderous tale ; but when it is known 
that a Christian brother or sister, — a person in church fellow- 
ship, — has acted a part, inconsistent with the Christum profession, 
they are bound to endeavour to restore such a person. He who 
is aware of the fact ought to go privately to the offender, and 
" tell him his fault " faithfully, yet tenderly ; and in most cases 
this will serve the purpose. But if it does not do so, then he 
must take the second step with him — go with a Christian friend 
or two to the offender, and remonstrate with him ; and if that 
also should be ineffectual, then the matter must be brought be- 
fore " the church" — the assembly — that is, as I understand it. 
the assembly of elders ; and if all these attempts to " restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness " fail, then there remains nothing 
but that he be excluded as a person who will not submit to the 



' Heb. : 
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law of Christ, and bo to us " as an heathen man and a publican," 
till he come to a better mind. 

If it is the duty of every church member to do all in his power 
to restore the brother that has been overtaken in a fault, it is 
peculiarly the duty of those who are appointed the overseers of 
their brethren. The elders should watch over the flock of Christ 
committed to their oversight, as they must answer at last to the 
great Shepherd of the sheep. They ought to wink at no viola- 
tion of the law of Christ, to allow none to wander from the fold 
without warning them of their danger, and by every proper 
means endeavouring to bring tliem back. 

It is of importance to recall to the mind that the paragraph 
we are illustrating commences with the 25th verse of the pre- 
ceding chapter. " If," says he, " we live in the Spirit, let us 
also walk in the Spirit," that is, " If we, through the knowledge 
and belief of Christian truth, are " renewed in the Spirit of our 
minds," let us prove this by a corresponding mode of conduct. 
If we are spiritual men, let us act like spiritual men. This 
general exhortation is followed by a more particular one, which 
is indeed just the application of the more general one to the 
peculiar circumstances of the Galatians, ' Let us act like 
spiritual men in guarding against, that, vain glorious, spirit, which 
finds its gratification in comparing our real, or supposed, excel- 
lence with the real, or supposed, deficiencies and laulls of others, 
and which naturally leads to mutual provocation and mutual 
hatred. Instead of finding in the mistakes and faults of our 
brethren materials of self-glorification, let us do everything in 
our power to correct these in the spirit of true Christian affec- 
tion, recollecting our own weakness and liability to sin, which 
may soon call for a similar exercise of Christian aflection on the 
part of our brethren towards us. Thus, instead of being the 
means of cherishing a vain glorious disposition, which is a carnal 
temper, the mistakes and faults of our brethren will be the means 
of calling forth and strengthening true Christian charity, which 
is the most precious fruit of the Spirit, and the leading duty 
enjoined by the law of Christ.' We thus see how naturally the 
injunction comes in which follows in the 2d verse. 
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3. Exhortation to bear one another's burdens. 

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ." ' 

The word " burden" s is obviously used here in a figurative sense. 
When thus employed it is significant of anything which produces 
painful execiion or depression, or which impedes easy unre- 
strained action. It is applicable to laborious duties— to painful 
restraints— to afflictions, whether external or internal, bodily or 
mental — to intellectual deficiencies, and to moral infirmities. All 
the ideas of which the term, in its figurative sense, is expressive, 
may perhaps be reduced to three — labour, suffering, infirmity. 

The phrase " to bear a person's burden" must vary in its sig- 
nification according to the pnrticular sense we affix to the term 
burden. To bear the burden of a person who has a heavy load 
of laborious duty, is either to assist him directly in the perform- 
ance of it, or to act towards him in such a manner as shall make 
t!ie performance of it more easy; to bear the burden of a person 
who is oppressed with affliction, is to commiserate him, and do 
what we can to relieve and comfort him ; to bear the burden of 
one who is encumbered with mistaken views, mental weakness, 
strong prejudices, and bad temper, is patiently to bear the an- 
noyance which these unavoidably occasion; at the same time, 
employing all proper means for correcting these intellectual and 
moral obliquities, weaknesses, and faults. 

It is without doubt the duty of Christians to bear one another's 
burdens, in all these senses of the term ; and it is difficult to 
say how much it is in the power of Christians thus mutually 

1 Gal. vi. 2. Locke's pjimplirase oi' tin; p;iraa-ni.pli 2-lj is insurious ; am], 
though not unobjectionable in every point, probably sketches accurately 
the course of thought. This is its suhstance: — ' Brethren, there he some 
anion;; von that would bring others under the ritual observances of the 
Musical law. — a yoke which was too heavy for us and our fathers to bear. 
They would do much better to ease the burdens of the weak : this is more 
suitable to the law of Christ, which tliey are under, and ought strictly to 
obey. If they think that because of their spiritual gifts they have power to 
prescribe in such mutter", (hey deceive themselves, — they have no such 
power. Let them take care of their own actions, that they be what they 
ought to be. This will give them matter of glorying in themselves, and not 
vainly in their influence over others, prevailing on iheni to be circumcisoii 
(chap. vi. 13). For every man shall be answerable for hie own actions ' 
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to minister to each others improvement and happiness. With 
regard to the burden of laborious duty, it may be often greatly 
alleviated by direct assistance, and when that is impractical;!*-. 
or improper, by wise and friendly advice. When Christians are 
the objects of the laborious duties of their fellow Christians, 
the temper in which they meet dutiful exertions will either 
greatly increase or greatly diminish the burden. When a 
Christian people, for example, discover a readiness to adopt every 
measure proposed by their minister for their spiritual improve- 
ment — when his honest endeavours are affectionately seconded — 
the most burdensome occupations of the pastoral office become a 
pleasure. The people in this way bear their minister's burden. 
On the other hand, wdien ail his exertions are met by a cold and 
heartless acquiescence, or, it may be, by direct opposition, then the 
weight of the pastoral duty is found a burden indeed. How much 
is it in the power of Christian parents to make the duties of their 
children easy, and in the power of Christian children to make 
the duties of their parents easy. Oh ! how much might be done 
in, and by, the Christian church, if all its members could be 
induced, to use a homely but expressive phrase, to work to one 
another's hands ! 

Then, with regard to the burden of affliction, it is often prac- 
ticable to remove at least a portion of it. I can bear a part of the 
burden of my poor brother by imparting to him of my substance. 
I can bear a part of the burden of my brother reproached Tor 
righteousness' sake by taking him by the hand, avowing my 
conviction that he has been falsely accused, and thus either 
removing the reproach, or bearing it along with him ; and even 
in cases where there can be no direct participation, yet commisera- 
tion and consolation may be yielded, and these may go far in 
many cases to make a burden tolerable which otherwise would 
have altogether crushed the heart. 

"We apprehend, however, that it is to the last kind of burdens 
— those of intellectual deficiencies or moral infirmities — that the 
apostle here refers. Instead of despising and hating one another 
on account of their respective prejudices, mistakes, and faults, 
and finding in these food for self-conceit and vain glorying, 
they are to assist one another, and to promote one another's 
happiness and improvement. The exhortation seems nearly 
equivalent to that given by the apostle to the Roman church, — 
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" We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves." ' 

To hear the mistakes and faults of our fellow Christians does 
not by any means imply that we flatter them in their erroneous 
opinions or improper habits; but it does imply that we, cherish- 
ing a deep felt sense of our own intellectual and moral deficiencies 
and improprieties, hear patiently the in conveniences which their 
mistakes and faults occasion to ns, and in a truly friendly dis- 
position do everything in our power to remove these mistakes 
and faults. A true Christinn, to illustrate what I mean by an 
example, has a violent temper, which makes himself and all about 
him very uneasy. His fellow Christian must not, on this ac- 
count, give up all intercourse with him; he must not take occa- 
sion from the infirmity of his brother to flatter his own self-com- 
placency, but lie must patiently Lear the uneasiness which this 
infirmity produces, and use, in the spirit of Christian love, the 
appropriate means for curing it. 2 When a Christian brother 
under his burden stumbles and falls, we are not to let him lie 
on the ground and recover his feet in the best way he may ; far 
less are we to insult him as he lies prostrate, and point him out 
to the scorn and derision of the world. We are to take him 
by the hand and raise him up ; and as we have all our burdens, 
we are to journey on, hand in hand, endeavouring to keep one 
another from falling, and to press in a body forward along the 
prescribed course, that we may all obtain the prize of our high 
calling, in that " better country," where we shall he relieved from 
all our burdens at once, and for ever. 

The apostle enforces his injunction to bear one another's burdens 
by a powerful motive : by doing so, Christians " fulfil the law of 
Christ." " The law of Christ" seems here plainly to be the law of 
mutual love, so oi'ten and so explicitly enjoined, and .so powerfully 
and affectionately enforced,— John xhi. 34, 35 ; xv. 12. There 
does not seem to be anything emphatic in the word "fulfil." 3 

' Chrysostom's illustration is a very good one: "He who is quick and 
irritable, let hira bear with the slow ami sl'.i^wi ; and lei the slow, in Lis 
turn, bear with the impetuosity of his iu-ry brother: each knowing that the 
burden is heavier to him who bears it than to him who bears with it." 

s dvair\ripovti seems equivalent to trktjpoSv. If there be any difference, the 
meaning is intensified in the compound verb. See Gal. v. 14. 
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It just signifies to obey. When Christians bear one another's 
burdens, they obey the law of Christ ; and when they do not, 
they violate that law. When they act in the manner in which 
we have described, they show that they really love one another ; 
and when they act in an opposite way, tliey show that they do 
not love one another. It is a very powerful motive with a 
Christian mind to reflect, ' If I do this, I do what is well 
pleasing to my Saviour — what he has required of me as a proof 
of my love and obedience— and if I do not this, I displease him, 
I trample on his authority, I dishonour his name.' 

There seems to be a tacit contrast between the law of Moses 
and the law of Christ. It is as if the apostle had said, ' This 
bearing one another's burdens is a far better thing than those 
external observances which your new teachers are so anxious to 
impose on you. To be sure, it is not like them, a keeping of the 
law of Moses, but infinitely better, it is a fulfilling of the law of 
Christ — the law of love.' 

SECT. V. — CAUTION ASAINST OVEK SELF-ESTIMATION. 

The succeeding verses contain in them a powerful motive against 
the indulgence of a vain-glorious disposition. " For if a man 
think himself to be something, when he is nothing, be deeeiver.h 
himself. But let every man prove his own work, and then shall 
he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For 
every man shall bear bis own burden." ' For a man " to think 
himself something," or " somebody," is to entertain a high 
opinion of himself ; as for a man to think himself " nothing,' 72 as 
the apostle has it, 2 Cor. xii. 12, is to entertain a low opinion of 
himself. As the apostle is here speaking of professors of Chris- 
tianity, we are to understand his words with that reference. 
The man who thinks himself something is the man who has a 
high opinion of his own Christian attainments, who thinks him- 
self a very enlightened, accomplished Christian, The apostle 
obviously refers to the man who is vain-glorious — who, instead of 
restoring a fallen brother, glories over him, and who does not 
consider himself that he also may be tempted — who does not 
lighten his neighbour's burden by assistance or sympathy, bullets 
him bear it alone the best way he can, nay, perhaps adds to it. 

1 Gal. vi. 3-5. ' ovbiv Ami. l Cor. xiii. 2 
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Now, of such a man, the apostle says, " If a man think him- 
self to be something, when he is nothing, ho deceiveth himself." 
Tliese words admit of two different interpretations, according 
as you connect the middle with the first or with the last 
clause. If we connect the middle clause with the first one, as 
our translators have done, the meaning is, ' If a man think him- 
self to be a Christian of a high order, while he either is not a 
Christian at all, or at any rate a Christian of a very inferior 
order, he commits an important mistake — he falls into a hazard- 
ous error. 1 The man who supposes himself arrived at " the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ," when in re- 
ality only " a babe in Christ," " deceives himself," and throws 
important obstacles in the way of his own improvement. Such 
a person is likely always to continue a babe. 

This is a very common mistake among persons of the genuine- 
ness of whose Christianity charity obliges us to hope well ; and it 
is one of the principal reasons why there is so much cause for 
complaining of many professors, that, " when for the time they 
might have been teachers of others, they need vet some one to 
teach them what be the first principles of the oracles of God." 
In their own estimation they have little to learn, while the truth 
is, they have learned but little. 

But the mistake is much more deplorable when a man 
flatters himself into the belief that he is a Christian, perhaps a 
Christian of the first order, while in reality he is not a Christian 
at all. The thing is fjuitc possible— I fear not uncommon. We 
pity the poor maniac mendicant who thinks himself a king — we 
pity the man who has persuaded himself he is a man of wealth., 
while in reality he is in immediate hazard of bankruptcy— we 
pity the man who is assuring himself of long life, when he is 
tottering on the brink of the grave ; but how much more to be 
pitied is the man who tlunks himself secure of the favour of 
God, and of eternal happiness, while in reality " the wrath of 
God is abiding on him," and a miserable eternity lies before 
him I No kinder office can be done to such a person than to 
arouse him from his state of carnal security— to undeceive him 
—to convince him of Ins wants while they may be supplied, of 
his danger while it may be averted. A wo is denounced against 

1 The verb ^pevrntarav, " to delude one's Belt" is one of the ™n| Xeyojif ™ in 

tlu> Nov Testiimtni. Tlii/ikTivutlYL'Siilisliinlivc i^Hrr^iina fnvur;. Tit. i. ui. 
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such a.s are thus at ease in Zion. Sucli sinners have cause to 
he afraid. Fearfulness may well surprises these hypocrites. It 
will be well If they abandon their refuges of lies ere the over- 
flowing flood of vengeance overtakes them. 

But the words admit erf' another interpretation, which we are 
rather disposed to think the ji.i.st one, 'If any man think himself 
to be something; seeing he is nothing, lie deceive tli himself or 
' If any man think he is something, he deeoiveth himself, for lie 
is nothing.' The apostle is cautioning tin? Calatians against a 
vain-glorious disposition : and in this verso I apprehend he means 
that the habitual indulgence of vain-glory is utterly inconsistent 
with the possession of genuine Christianity. Humility is a lead- 
ing trail, in the character of every genuine Christian. lie knows 
find believes that he is guilty before the God of heaven exceed- 
ingly, and he feels that he is an ignorant, foolish, depraved 
creature — that of himself he is nothing, less than nothing, and 
vanity. Feeling thus his insignificance as a creature, anel his 
dement and depravity as a sinner, he is not — he cannot he 
— vain-glorious. Whatever lie is that is good he knows Cod 
has made him to be. Whatever he has that is good lie knows 
God has given him. The falls of others excite in him not 
seH-glorili cation, but gratitude. '-'Who ma.keth me to differ 1 '" 
" What have I that I have not received ?" " By the grace of 
God I am what I am." The greater advances a man makes in 
true Christianity, the more humble he becomes. He gets better 
acquainted with himself, more emancipated from the dominion 
of sell-love, and obtains higher and juster ideas of that holiness, 
which is the object of his ambition. 

How humbly does the Apostle Paul speak of himself! How 
far was he from thinking highly of hhnself ! " In me, that, is my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing." "When I would do good, evil 
is present with me." " Less than the least of all saints" — 
" the chief of sinners." ' A man, who had spent a considerably 
long life, in very active labours for the honour of God and the 
salvation of mankind, and who, in the estimation of those who 
knew Mm best, ha.d reached an uncommon height of Christian 
excellence, uses the following language in a paper obviously 
never intended tor the public eye, " Lord, I am now entering 

1 Rom. vii. 18, 21 ; Bph. Hi. 8 ; 1 Tim. i, 15. 
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on the thirty-fourth year of my ministry, an amazing instance 
of sovereign mercy and patience to a cumbcrer of the ground. 
How strange that thou shouldest have, for more than sixty 
years, continued to exercise mercy and loving kindness upon 
a wretch that has all along spoken and done all the evil that 
I could, nor even would yield but when the Almighty influ- 
ence of free grace put it out of my power to oppose it. Lord, 
how often have I vowed, but never grown better — confessed, but 
never amended. Often thou hast challenged and corrected me, 
and yet I have gone on frowardly in the way of my heart. As 
an evil man and a seducer, I have grown worse and worse. 
But where should a sinner flee but to the- Saviour. Lord, all 
refuge Auleth me : no man can help my soul. Nothing will do 
for me but an uncommon stretch of thy Almighty grace. To 
thee, O Jesus, I give up myself as a foolish, guilty, polluted, and 
enslaved sinner; and I hereby solemnly take thee as mine, as 
made of God to me, wisdom, righteousness, s;u unification, and 
redemption. I give up myself as a poor, ignorant, careless, and 
wicked creature, who has ever been learning, and yet never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth ; to theef O Lord, that 
thou mayest bestow gifts on the rebellious, and exalt thy grace 
in showing kindness to the unworthy. O Saviour, come down 
and do something for me before I die." l 

This is the spirit of genuine Christianity ; and the man who 
think* highly of himself, in thinking highly of himself shows that 
he is not what he supposes himself to be. He wants humility, 
which'. is essential to genuine Christianity ; and if he feeds his 
sell-conceit by glorying over the supposed or real inferiority of 
others, he proves himself destitute of that charity of which the 
apostle says, " Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am nothing." 2 "Not as though 
I had already attained," 3 is the true Cliristian motto. " If any 
man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet 
as he ought to know. 4 

As a cure for vain glory, the aposile prescribes an impartial 
and thorough examination of the individual's own conduct. 
" But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have 
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For every man 

1 Vide " Form of Dedication." Brown's Sc/f?f Hemains, p. 10. 

• 1 Cor. xiii. 12. s Phil. iii. 12. i l Cor. viii. 2, 



v Google 



330 EPISTLE TO THE GALATIAHS. [iJHAP. V. 13-VI. 10. 

shall bear his own burden." ' The word " work" is just equi- 
valent to conduct and character, as 1 Peter i. 17 ; Rev. xxii. 12. 
The word "prove" 2 signifies to try as metals are tried, and some- 
times to approve in consequence of trial, — Luke xiv. 19 ; 1 Cor. 
iii. 13 ; xvi. 3 ; 1 Peter i. 7 ; 1 Thess. ii. 4 ; Rom. xiv. 22. 
" Let every man prove his own work." ' Let every man 
l.lu!i'(.n.i»'hly investigate his own character and conduct. Instead 
of looking at the doled* oi' his neighbours character, and making 
use of them as a foil tor setting off his own excellencies, let him 
examine his own character by the unerring test — the Divine law.' 
The consequence of such an investigation is stated in the con- 
clusion of the verse, " and then shall he have rejoicing in himself, 
and not in another. For every one shall bear his own burden." 

The ordinary way of interpreting these words is this. 3 ' If on 
fairly examining your own conduct and character by the test of 
the Divine word, it bears the trial, then you will not need to 
compare yourselves with others in order to secure a feeling of 
self-approbation. In that case you will have the satisfaction of 
knowing, not merely that your conduct is better than that of 
some other people, but that it is really such as to be well-pleasing 
to God. You will not need then to look around you to gather 
satisfaction from seeing that you are not worse, or even better, 
than others ; you need only look inward to have the tesiiniony 
of "the man within the breast." In this view of the passage 
what a fine illustration have we of it in the contrasted gluriai ions 
of the apostle and of the Pharisee, — " Our rejoicing," says the 
apostle," is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace 
of (iod, we have had our conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you-ward."* — "The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or evon as this publican." 5 

In this case, the 5th verse must be considered as a motive to, 
or a reason tor, the duty enjoined in the beginning of the 4th, 
— " Let every man prove his own work ; for every man must 
bear his own burden." The word here translated " burden" 6 is 

1 Gal. vi. 4, 6. 2 &oKwa&T<o. 

1 As if the apostLt. 1 hud said, ti;i c'iiv hivTui; fir to (pyov favrov hoKi/ia(-i, 
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not the same as that so rendered in the 2d verse ; but it is of 
nearly equivalent import. ' Let every man investigate his own 
conduct ; for it is our own conduct for which each of us must 
ultimately be responsible. In this view of the words, they are 
nearly parallel to the passage,— " But why dost thou judge thy 
brother 1 or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we 
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is 
written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God." 1 

It is proper to state, however, that the 5th and the conclud- 
ing part of the 4th verse have received another interpretation, 
which, to say the least, is not destitute of plausibility, — ' Let 
every man try his own work, impartially examine his own char- 
acter and conduct, and the consequence will be, he will keep 
his glorying to himself a — he will not boast to another what he is 
— he will find so much wanting, and so much wrong, that be 
will find there is no room for glorying. He will no longer think 
himself something; for he will find himself to be nothing. It is 
sclf-lgnoi-atice which generally lies at the foundation of self- 
esteem. In this case the apostle recommends what he himself 
practised, — "For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or 
compare ourselves with some that commend themselves : but 
they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing them- 
selves among themselves, are not wise." 3 

In this case the meaning of the 5th verse, * for every one 
shall, or must, bear his own burden,' is — every one has his own 
faults and infirmities. None is without his burden, and there- 
fore none is entitled to glory over others because they have bur- 
dens ; and the dutiful and reasonable course is to bear one 
another's burdens, to exercise the forbearance we need, to yield 
the assistance we require, and thus fulfil the law of Christ. 

SECT. VI. — THE DUTY OP THE GALATIANS TO SUPPORT THE IE 
TEACHERS. 

Among the important purposes served by the apostolical 

epistles must he numbered the communicating of accurate infor- 

1 Rom. xiv. 10-12. 

1 " In se conelusam tenebil gloriationem :" *. e, " abstinebit a gloriando." 
— Koppe. In this case, Rom. xiv. 22 is an illustration. s 2 Cor. x. 12. 
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mation respecting the constitutional principles and particular 
laws of tl nit spiritual society established by Jesus Christ, usually- 
termed the Christian church. 

Nothing is more obvious than that the Author of Christianity 
intended bis followers to associate themselves together for the 
purpose of promoting tbeir religions and moral improvement by 
a joint observance of certain institutions, and by mutual superin- 
tendence and incitement, warning and encouragement. It was 
not his purpose merely to make those who believe in him wise, 
good, and happy as individuals, but to hind them together in 
a holy fellowship— the connecting bonds of which should be 
common faith and mutual love; and the objects of which should be 
the united worship of their common Cod and leather, the united 
promotion of the glory and interest of their common Lord and 
Saviour, and their mutual advancement in the knowledge of 
Christian truth, the cultivation of Christian affection, the practice 
of Christian duty, and the enjoyment of Christian comfort. This 
society established by his appointment, subject to his authority, 
devoted to his honour, and blessed by bis peculiar presence, is 
the Christian church. 

To every man of enlightened curiosity it must he a desirable 
thing to understand the constitution and laws of so singular an 
association ; and to every Christian such a knowledge must be 
peculiarly valuable, for how otherwise can he know how to " be- 
have himself in this house of God?" 

It is obvious that this society is entirely voluntary — that no 
man can become a member of it but by his own free choice ; 
but it is equally obvious that the very act of connection with 
such a society is an act of obedience to the authority of Jesus 
Christ; and that the society, though voluntary, in submitting to 
his authority, are not at liberty to regulate themselves according 
to the dictates of their own humour or even reason, hut are 
bound to conform themselves to his laws. The offices, the office- 
bearers, the qualifications and duties of office-bearers and mem- 
bers, all these have been the subjects of legislation by Him whom 
alone we are warranted to call Master, and to whose arrange- 
ments we are bound implicitly to submit. The Christian church 
is not to be considered, as many good men seem to consider it, 
in the same point of light as a bible or missionary society — a 
humanly devised method of gaining a divinely enjoined end. 
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It is a divinely appointed means to gain a divinely appointed 
end. Its principles and laws, which are to be sought in the 
New Testament, are obligatory on the conscience, and we act 
a most unauthorised part when we attempt to substitute in 
their place principles and laws which may seem to us in par- 
ticular circumstances better fitted to promote the great object 
in view. 

The church of Christ is a collection of men who, professing to 
believe the principles of Christianity, unite in voluntarily observ- 
ing, and supporting, and extending those institutions, the object 
of which is the conversion of unbelievers and the edification of 
believers— the making bad men good and ^ood men better. In 
conformity to the genius of Christianity, which is much more a 
religion of principle than of statute, in which it is strikingly and 
most favouralilv contrasted with Judaism, whose place it oc- 
cupied, the mi" .or arrangements of time, place, and circum- 
stance, are in a great measure left to be regulated by the judg- 
ment of particular societies; lint everything that can be con- 
sidered as essential to the being and well-being of the society in 
all circumstances, is fixed by the express appointment of ils great 
Founder. 

Among these vital points must be numbered the principle on 
which the society is to be sustained. The maintenance and the 
extension of the institutions of Christianity involve not only 
labour, but expense. How is this to be defrayed? How are the 
funds necessfirv for this purpose to be raised? The answer to 
this question Is contained in the words to which the course of 
our exposition now brings us ; and we are conscientiously per- 
suaded that it had been well for the church and for the world 
had this sacred canon been strictly observed, and had Christi- 
anity been sustained and extended solely by the voluntary 
exertions and the voluntary contributions of those who them- 
selves bad experienced its invaluable blessings, and who felt 
the obligation under which both duty and gratitude laid them 
to supply the temporal wants of those who ministered to 
their spiritual necessities, and to communicate to their perish- 
ing brethren of mankind those benefits wdiich sovereign un- 
merited kindness bad bestowed on themselves. Here, as in every 
other case, the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of 
man. 
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"Let Mm that is taught, 1 communicate unto him that teach etli 
in all good things."' 

These words, though they seem so plain as scarcely to need 
interpretation, have yet divided not a little the opinions of com- 
mentators. 

The concluding phrase, " in all good things," admits of being 
connected either with the word " teacheth," or with the word 
" communicate." In the former case the meaning is, ' Let him 
who is taught, impart of his substance to him who gives him 
instruction about "all good things."' The objections to this in- 
terpretation seem to me insurmountable. 3 

The interpreters who connect " all good things " with " com- 
municate," are not of one mind as to the meaning of the phrase. 
Some consider " all good things " as referring to the Christian 
teacher's knowledge of the doctrine and the law of Christ, and 
his living under the influence of the former and the practice 
of the latter, and view the verse as enjoining on the taught to 
have fellowship with him in all these good things, in other words 
calling on the disciples to be like their teacher. 4 

' " KaT7)xt>ipivos, propric qui, viva voce, instruitur. Lnkei. 4 ; Rom. ii. 18." 
— VoRSTins. " Obiter observemus: etiam temporalis aposloli medii/uudi 
rationed in ecclesia fuisse et viguisse, ut alii docerent, alii diseerenl rov 
\6yov iloctrinam, et quidem ea.techetica. form a. llicque unki in ecclesia 
mausit, donee in papatu calechizatio evanuit: quse mine siuunia necessitate 
in integrum est rostituta."_PAREUS. It is deeply to be regretted tliat the 
catechetical form of instruction of the mature as well as of the youns'. once 
universal in the Scottish diuretics, lias in many eases neurlv, if not altogether, 
disappeared. i 0a! yi 6 _ 

"This is an unusual signification of the word kouhdhu, Rom. xii. 13; 

Phil. iv. 15; Heb. xiii. 1G. Besides, this mode of exegesis is contrary to 
the usual construction of the verb nar-txia, which would, in order to bring 
out the sense, require su-^voCi-t-i outok irdna ayaBd, or ntp\ iratrwi- uy„,'!, : „r. 

* This view, to which Scliott is partial, was staled and supported with great 
candour by the late Dr Wilson of Stirling, in the Scottish Gu;-,-dMn, *J3d 
Dec. 1H 13 : and very abij opposed by Dr Marshall of Kirkintilloch, Voluntary 
Ch,<r,'h Miya-^w, vol v. pp. 189, 337. Ambrose, no great authority in an 
cxegetiual question, is perhaps the only ancient who has tali en this view, and 
he has found but few followers, anion;, the moderns. Had there immedi- 
ately preceded an exhortation to the teachers to unfold the whole doctrine 
and law of Christ, and regulate their own character and conduct according 
to their teaching, there might have been some probability in this inuTpr^a- 
tion ; though even then the words adopted would seem an unnatural way of 
expressing the sentiment. Olshausen very justly remarks, '■ The reference of 
the Zyn8a to spiritual treasures we can only reject, as a total misapprehension." 
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The other class 1 with whom we agree refer the words " all 
good tilings." to all things good for a comfortable suhsistence. 
Tins sense the term undoubtedly has, 2 and the general principle 
conveyed in the passage is, we think, this, — 'that Christian 
teachers should be supported by the voluntary contributions of 
those whom they instruct.' 33 



SECT. VII. — CAUTION ACAINST MISTAKE IN REFERENCE TO THE 
CONNECTION BETWEEN PRESENT CHARACTER AND CONDUCT, 
AND FUTURE PUNISHMENT OR REWARD. 

To this exhortation to a libera! support of the institution of the 
Christian ministry, the apostle subjoins a most impressive warning 
against self-deception. " Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that 
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap lilt; everlasting." 4 

The injunction, " Be not deceived," when viewed by itself, is 
a very general one. It is a warning against all errors of all 
kinds, — a caution equally against allowing others to deceive us, 
and Mgiiinsl. deceiving ourselves. All religious error is dangerous, 
and ought to be carefully guarded against. " There is a natural 
connection between truth and holiness, and between error and 
sin." While the devil ' abode in the truth ' he was holy ; and no 
sooner was man deceived than he became a sinner. Every duty 
is acting out a truth, and every sin is the embodiment of a false- 

1 This class includes Ulu'ysnstcn!, Jerome, Calvin, Koppe, Berger, Winer, 

'Luke;. 53; xii. 18,19. 

s " Generalis doctrina qua? hie traditur," as Beza says, "est ut discipuli 
lnDiiisr.Timi alant ; quod qui lion facial irapius quodam modo inter profanos 
utiam homines ctriisctirr. Et ex hoc saltern loco eolligiTc licet, qua! tunc 
fucril aleiidorum pasl.orum ratio, nullis adhuc publiee coustitutis publicis 
ecclesiasticis fundis : et quis nunc sit ordo i» hac re servandus ewlesiis in 
majores quam unquam antea angustias redacfis :>nrl :rn lii|i: ; ipsas (ivi-; dop- 
lubentibus partial eorum sordibus qui eibum ilium cclestem ne leruntio 
quidem dignantur." Erasmus' notion, that the word \6yoi refers to an 
account being kept between the teacher and the taught of what is given 
and received, is really, as Beza says, '■ prorsns a-n piitrfttovvaov" 6 Aiiyns 
here is equivalent to 6 \Ayvs rov tvayytKiov. Acts sv. 7. 

i See Note D. ' * Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
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hood. Is it reasonable to expect that a man will walk in the 
right way if he does not know it ? and if he is deceived as to this 
point, what can be anticipated but that he will stray into for- 
bidden paths ? Error is not, cannot be, either innocent or safe. 
It cannot be cherished without both sin and danger. 

In the passage before us, the caution is to be viewed as refer- 
ring to that species of error into which the Galatians were in 
danger of falling ; and what that was, it is not difficult to dis- 
cover, from the preceding and following context. From the 
extreme importance attached to certain external rites and ob- 
servances by the Judaising teachers, they were in danger of 
supposing that the essence of religion consisted in these, and to 
flatter themselves that they Were truly righteous, merely because 
they attended to these rules and observances, though, at the 
same time, they were strangers to that spiritual mind, which is 
the essence of true Christianity, and were living in the neglect 
of duties plainly enjoined by the law of Christ, and to the per- 
formance of which the spiritual mind naturally leads. The error 
against which they are here so impressively warned is, that a 
man may live a carnal life, and yet be ultimately happy,— may 
" sow to the flesh " without reaping corruption, — or that a man 
may attain ultimate happiness without living a spiritual life, — 
may "reap life everlasting" without "sowing to the Spirit." 
To those who were in danger of being thus deceived by the 
Judaising teachers, and who were in danger of thus deceiving 
then isclve.s, by supposing they were something, when, in reality, 
they were nothing,— by supposing themselves objects of Divine 
approbation, when, indeed, they were objects of the Divine 
dlsplcii.su re, the apostle says, '■' Hi' not deceived," — ' Let no man 
deceive you ; and do not deceive yourselves. 1 

Many, perhaps most, interpreters have supposed that the 
apostle particularly refers to those of the Galatians who, seduced 
by these false teachers, had been led to neglect, altogether, or to 
perform in a very imperfect manner, their duty in supporting 
those; instructors whom the apostle had placed over them. That 
such would be the natural result of the success of the ministra- 
tions of the Judaising teachers, and that the apostle's caution is 
very applicable to such a case, there can be no doubt ; but we 
see nothing, either in the words or in their connection, which 
should lead us to limit their reference to this particular form of 
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self-deception, — a person supposing himself a Christian, and 
cherishing the hope of eternal happiness, while living in the 
neglect of so plainly commanded a duty. It is well remarked 
by Riecaltoun, that " the unhappy selfish spirit — an attachment 
to the present world— inclines men to excuse themselves in neglect 
of that duty, and perhaps the neglect of this ordinance of God 
for the support of a gospel ministry, and substituting another 
mode of provision in its room, has contributed more than any 
one thing to the corruptions which have in all ages disfigured 
ami disgraced the Christian religion." 1 The injunction, " Be 
not deceived," which is common in the apostolic writings, 2 ap- 
pears to be here just equivalent to, ' Beware of supposing 
that, in consequence of any external rite or distinction, you are 
objects of Divine favour — the peculiar people of God. It is not 
circumcision nor uncin-umcision, but a now creature, that con- 
stitutes real Christianity.' 

" God is not mocked." God is often mocked by men, both 
explicitly and implicitly. There are men so fearfully impious, 
as to ridicule the attributes, and works, and word of God ; 
and there are many more whose conduct can be accounted 
for on no other principle than that they have the most unworthy 
and contemptuous conceptions of God. The apostle does not 
mean to deny this : so far from denying it, he plainly Intimates 
that those who deceive themselves, by cherishing the bopo of 
eternal happiness while they live " after the flesh," do in effect 
attempt to impose on God, and thus mock Him. But He is not 
imposed on. 3 His unchangeable principle of moral government 
shall he applied in reference to such individuals, and they shall 
be treated, not as what they professed to be— not as what they 
perhaps had succeeded in convincing others, and to a certain 
extent themselves, that they were, — but as what they really 
are. 

This leading principle of the Divine government is couched in 
plain and figurative language. " Whatsoever a man soweth, 

' This is a striking statement from a. minislur of an Established Church. 

* 1 Cor. vi. 9 ; xv. 33 ; 1 John iii. 7 ; James i. 16. 

' The phrase, A- is ml n^Kryitl^^n. is equivalent, to. 'Grid will not suffer him- 
self to be sported with ; God cannot he deceived.' This is Theodoret's idea : 
— " i<fiopa Travra 6 tCiv ■i\:^r UkIv »i< i><i;.i[<>i;r< ruVr'/v ,]y!,i.i'i : , rti yet/ipem." 
MIsiier !i us, mi this run.- v.-or<i, ihht:-.,u(ivi<:. a \nn^ nnlc, which i. worth rcadhiLV- 
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that shall he also reap," 1 The expression seems proverbial, and 
intimates that there shall he a strict conformity between a man's 
present character and conduct, and his future condition — a cor- 
respondence similar to that which exists between sowing and 
reaping. The proverb holds both as to the kind and as to the 
quantity of the seed sown. Ho who sows tares shall reap tares ; 
and he who sows wheat shall reap wheat. Sin will produce 
punishment, and duty will lead to reward. " He who sows 
sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully 
shall reap bountifully." The degree of punishment will be pro- 
portioned to that of crime, and the degree of reward to the 
degree of holiness. 

The language seems also to intimate, that the connection be- 
tween character and conduct in this world, and condition in a 
future world, is not accidental or arbitrary, but is just as much in 
the natural order of things in the moral government of God, as 
the connection between the quantity and the quality of what is 
sown and what is reaped, is in the physical government of God. 
To suppose that sin will not lead to punishment, is as absurd as 
to suppose that tares will not produce tares. To suppose that 
sin can end in happiness, is as absurd as to suppose that tares 
will produce wheat. To suppose that happiness can be obtained 
without holiness, is just as absurd as to expect an abundant 
harvest of precious grain when nothing has been sowed at all, or 
nothing but useless and noxious weeds. 

The apostle amplifies the figure in the 8th verse,—" For he 
that soweth to his flesh, 2 shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but 
he that soweth to the Spirit, 3 shall of the Spirit reap life ever- 
lasting." 

In explaining figurative language, the first thing to be done 
is to endeavour to form a distinct idea of the figure which the 
author employs. We must understand what is the illustration 
before we can apprehend its force as an illustration. In the pas- 
sago before us, " the flesh" and " the Spirit" seem to be repre- 
sented as two fields, producing very different crops when culti- 

1 This principle is strikingly impressed in tie old monkish rhyme:— 

" Quotl sibi (Mii.-iiM.iS s<:r;t iir;esi: litis ti-iripore vitEe, 

lion sibi uusiis frit cum diceut, ltu, Venite." 

We have a similar proverb to that before us, Prov. xxii. 8 ; 2 Cor. ix. 6. 

' o mctipmi fit Hf adpxa 4aurov. * o tnrttpmi eis ri tw!|io. 
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vated. 1 He who cultivates the field of " the flesh" has a harvest 
of " corruption ;" he who cultivates the field of " the Spirit" has 
a harvest of " life everlasting." 

For a man to " sow to his flesh," and to cultivate the field of 
" the flesh" is the same thing as " to live after the flesh" — " to 
walk after the flesh "—to " do the works of the flesh " — to " fulfil 
the desires of the flesh." " The flesh " is just human nature 
vmrlmnged hy Divine influence — the mode of thinking and feel- 
ing which is natural to man. The man who is characterised by 
any of the enormities mentioned in the close of the fifth chapter 
of this epistle, is one who " sows to the flesh ;" hut he is not the 
only cultivator of the field " which bringeth forth nothing but 
briars and thorns, and the end of which is that it shall be burned." 
The man who is entirely occupied with sensible and present 
things, though he should not be what is ordinarily termed im- 
moral — nay, the man who is strictly honest, and honourable, and 
punctiliously religious, so far as external morality and religion 
go, — who yet does not look at " things unseen and eternal," that 
man, too, sows in the flesh. 

And both of these classes of cultivators of this field which the 
Lord has cursed, shall reap the same kind of harvest. Both 
shall " reap corruption." " To reap corruption " is a phrase 
which, had we met with it by itself, we should have said naturally 
signifies to obtain, as the result of our exertions, that which is 
curn.ipt.ible and perishable. In tin's light it is strikingly true of 
the man who sows in the flesh. Let him be as successful as his 
heart can desire in the attainment of the pleasures, honours, and 
wealth of the world, what has he got? nothing but corruption. 
Short-lived, transitory, perishing are the leading characters of all 
things natural and earthly. But when we notice that "corruption" 
is contrasted with " life everlasting," and we compare the p 
before us with the passage in the Epistle to the Romans, chap. \ 
13, with which it is obviously parallel. "If ye live after the flesh, 

" It is well remitrkuri by Schoit. " o-dpf ct nveCpa comparantur agris qui 
conseninlur, frugesque proi'erunt diversissimas indoli seminis convenientes." 
He adds, "Non dixerimcum Ruckerto imaginem seminis pin [irnrsus cydcre 
imagini agrorum: solent quippe provaria agrorum indole di versa seniinum 
genera adhiberi." Ruckert, notwithstanding, is right. To mix the two 
figures produces inextricable confusion. To " sow in," is just equivalent to 
' cultivate.' 
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ye shall die : but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live/' we cannot doubt that " corruption" 
is here equivalent to death or misery — the second death, ever- 
lasting misery. ' The man who cultivates the field of the flesh 
shall find his labours end in his own ruin ; a carnal life, whether 
spent in the grossest pollutions of open and unrestrained pro- 
fanity, or in the strictest observances of a merely worldly religion 
and morality, must end in the destruction of the soul.' 

As he who cultivates the field of the flesh shall have a harvest 
of everlasting ruin, so he who cultivates the field of the Spirit, 
who "sows in the Spirit," shall have a harvest of everlasting 
happiness. " The Spirit," as opposed to the flesh, is the new 
mode of thinking and feeling produced by the Holy Spirit, 
through the instrumentality of the gospel, understood and be- 
lieved. To sow in the Spirit — to cultivate this field— is just to 
use the appointed means of improving and perfecting this new 
mode of thinking and feeling, the yielding ourselves up to its 
influence, the following it out to its fair results on our behaviour. 
He sows in the Spirit who " lives by the faith of the Son of God," 
and abounds in all those holy dispositions and habits, which are 
enumerated in the end of the preceding chapter, as " the fruits of 
the Spirit." Such a person shall have a harvest of everlasting 
bliss and happiness, that is, he shall be everlastingly happy, 
and his happiness will be the result of his having sown to the 
Spirit. 

The language of the apostle in both clauses deserves attention, 
and is very instructive. He who sows in the field of the flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption. He who sows in the field of 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. That very cor- 
rupted nature which the one has indulged shall be the source of 
his misery — the various carnal dispositions which he has cherished 
shall be, as it were, the fiends which shall torment him for ever. 
Lust, avarice, ambition, reigning with unabated, perhaps in- 
creased, force in the soul, while no means of gratifying them in 
any degree are afforded, must make the irreclaimably wicked 
inconceivably miserable in their final state. I do not deny, I do 
not even doubt, that in the regions of final punishment there are 
direct inflictions of wrath from the hand of a righteously offended 
divinity ; but it surely deserves notice that, in very many pas- 
sages of Scripture, the misery of the irreclaimably impenitent is 
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represented as the native, necessary, result of their own conduct. 
Tlii! whole economy of God's moral government would need to 
be altered, the constituent principles of man's nature would need 
to be changed, before those who live and die " carnal" can be 
really happy in another world. 

On the other hand, He who cultivates the field of the Spirit, 
shall of that Spirit reap life everlasting. That new and better mode 
of thinking and feeling which he has carefully cherished shall be 
to him the source of everlasting happiness. It shall he to him "a 
well of living water springing up to everlasting life." We are 
too apt to think of final happiness as something unite distinct 
from that holy frame of feeling and thought to which the gospel, 
as " the ministration of the Spirit," forms the human soul, while 
in reality it is just the perfection of it. Holiness is heaven. 
The spiritual mind — the mind of the Spirit' — the mode of 
thinking and feeling produced by the Holy Spirit through the 
belief of the truth— not only leads to, but is " life and peace." 
We should not look on the cultivation of the Christian, the 
spiritual, character as in itself a hard, disagreeable task, by which 
— for which — we are at last to be compensated with an exceed- 
ingly great reward in heaven ; but we ought to consider every 
attainment as bringing its own reward with it, every spi- 
ritual view, every spiritual feeling, as a part of the heavenly 
felicity. The Spirit is the " earnest" of the inheritance. It is 
a part of a whole — the beginning of what is to be perfected in 
eternity. The Christian is not like a labourer in the mines, who 
must look to the upper regions for nourishment and support, and 
who cannot turn to immediate use the results of his toilsome 
operation ; but, like the agriculturist, all whose labour goes 
directly to the production of what is nourishing, and who is sup- 
ported by the very same kind of material as that in the cultiva- 
tion of which he is engaged. Every just view of Christian truth 
— every holy disposition — -is a source of enjoyment opened to the 
Christian in this waste and howling wilderness ; and it is per- 
fect knowledge and perfect holiness which form "the river of 
life, clear as crystal, issuing forth from beneath the throne of 
God and of the Lamb," along whose banks all the nations 
of the saved repose, " and drink their fill of its pure immortal 
streams." 

to <pp6vt))ia tov nwufuiToi. 
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The passage which we have attempted to illustrate is con- 
sidered by many inter preterm as having a particular reference to 
the disposal of pecuniary substance. They understand the 
apostle as saying, he who expends his money in gratifying the 
flesh sliidl have a poor return — he shall purchase to himself no- 
thing but ruin ; but he who lays it out in accordance with the 
views and desires of a spiritual mind, that man shall be richly 
compensated in the treasures of eternity. This is no doubt a 
truth; but we do not apprehend that the words of the apostle so 
much embody that truth as the more general one which we have 
illustrated, and which implies this particular truth as well as a 
thousand others of the same kind. 



SECT. VIII EXHORTATION TO WELL-DOING, AND CAUTION 

AGAINST BECOMING WEARY IN IT. 

In the verses that follow the apostle warns against becoming 
weary in Christian well-doing, and enforces his warning by a 
very powerful motive. " And let us not be weary in well-doing : 
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith." l 

" Well-doing" 2 is a phrase which may be understood, either in 
a more restricted, or in a more extended, sense. In the first 
case, it is equivalent to beneficence ; in the second, to dutiful 
conduct generally. It is a good general rule of interpretation, 
that when a word or a phrase occurs which admits of a more 
restricted and more extensive sense, the more extensive sense is 
to be preferred, if there is nothing in the passage or its context 
to fix it to the more restricted meaning. Applying this principle 
to the passage before us, we consider "well-doing" as a word of 
equal extent with " sowing to the Spirit" — as a phrase descriptive 
of the whole duty of a Christian. The Christian's business is, to 
"do good"— to perform all the duties that rise out of the various 
relations in which he stands to Cod and his fellow men. These 
duties are numerous ; they are, many of them, arduous ; they 
are constantly recurring; and their performance must be coeval 
with the Christian's life. 

1 Gal. vi. 9, 10. * ri icaXAy Tro.oOeTet. 
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Owing to the number, the difficulty, and the never-terminat- 
ing, never-remitting obligations of these duties, even genuine 
nmstiims are in danger of "becoming weary of well-doing." 
They become backward to undertake them, and languid in per- 
forming them. They multiply and magnify obstacles. They 
are ingenious in devising excuses. They leave them half done, 
and are strongly tempted to abandon them altogether. It ought 
not to be so. It would not be were Christians what they should 
be — what they might be. The great cause of weariness in well- 
doing is a deficiency in faith, and a corresponding undue in- 
fluence of present and sensible things. To the man who 
has, through the faith of Christ, overcome the world, none of the 
commandments of God are grievous. On the contrary, "In 
keeping them he finds a great reward." But whenever the 
Christian walks by sight, and not by faith, he becomes weak as 
another man, every duty is a burden. It is when in the exercise 
of faith he realises to himself the unseen realities of religion and 
eternity, that he " renews his strength, mounts up on wings as 
an eagle, runs and does not weary, walks and does not faint." 

Against tlus spiritual languor, which makes the discharge of 
duty tiresome, and strongly tempts tc its utter abandonment, the 
apostle here warns the Galatian Christians, " Be not weary 1 in 
well-doing." 

We have here a beautiful exemplification of the extent and 
spirituality of the law of Christ. It prohibits the neglect of 
well-doing, as well as positive evil-doing, and it reaches to the 
very spring of actions. It not only prohibits the neglect of well- 
doing, but that weariness in well-doing which is likely to lead to 
this neglect. It is not satisfied with the thing enjoined being 
done ; it must be done in a right temper. The Lord loves a 
cheerful doer. as well as a cheerful ^iviv. 

The motive which the apostle employs, for the purpose of 
guarding the Galatian Christians agaisist weariness in well- 
doing, is at once appropriate and powerful. Nothing is so 
much calculated to produce languor as a suspicion that all 
our exertions are likely to be fruitless; and nothing is better 
fitted to dispel it than the assurance that they shall assuredly be 

1 eKKaxca, < to turn a coward, to be faint-hearted, to despond.' — Eph. iii. 
13; 2 Cor. iv. 1, 16; Luke xviii. 1; 2 Thess. iii. 13. Lach. and Tisch. 
read cyKaKta in all thes 
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crowned with success. " In due season," says be, " ye shall 
reap, if ye faint not." 

" Ye shall reap." The language is figurative, but not obscure. 
Indeed it is far more expressive than any literal description could 
have been. It implies in it the idea of reward— of reward na- 
turally rising out of, and proportioned to, the dutiful exertion. 
The Christian shall be rewarded for his well-doing. Every act 
of Christian duty, every sacrifice made, every privation sub- 
mitted to, every sufltwi njj; endured, from a regard to Christ's 
authority, with a view to Christ's honour, shall assuredly be 
recompensed. This reward is often- — usually — granted in part, 
even in the present state, and shall be most certainly conferred 
in the future. This reward shall grow out of, and correspond 
to, the dutiful exertions of the Christian. It shall be his har- 
vest. The happiness of a Christian, both in this world and the 
next, is, in a great measure, the natural result of his conformity 
to the will of God. Every holy temper is a capacity of enjoy- 
ment, and a source of enjoyment at the same time. The cul- 

r|v:i'i.>n of holy ■ll-j-.sMtoii-, iui I tl (( . |--i1..r ■■( -.--irimfOi-l-l 

duty, are necessary to the true happiness of the Christian, not 
only from the Divine appointment, but from the very nature of 
the case. 

The happy results of well-doing are not, however, in every 
case immediate — in no case are all the happy results of any act 
of well-doing at once and completely developed— and therefore 
the apostle adds, Te shall reap " in due season." ' Christians 
frequently act like children in reference to this harvest. They 
would sow and reap in the same day. When children sow 
the seeds of flowers in their little gardens, they are apt to be- 
come impatient for their appearing above ground ; and then 
for their yielding blossoms ; and by this impatience are often 
not merely disquieted, but induced to do what must retard, 
and may altogether prevent, the eagerly desired event. Like 

1 The difference between Kaipbs and xpoi-ot is illustrated in the following 
words of Deiuostbenes : " trv/i^awti ttoWSju Trpay)taT<av toi fUyaKnv Kaip&v 

e'v |3po^sI x? iv V yiyvfo6ai" — (19, 6); and in the verses of Ausonius, de 
sapientibtti: — 

" Pittaeum dixisse fama est Lesbium 
rlyvaio-Ki Katpdf. Tempus ut noris jubet, 

Kl'fl Krtl.xW lite TEiMl'KSiTIVUM TEMPUS est" 

— Palairet, p. 488. 
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" the husbandman" who " waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, til] he has received the former 
and latter rain," the Christian must also " be patient and stablish 
his heart." Our time is always ready; but it is not for us either 
to know or to regulate the times and the seasons. The Father has 
kept them in his own power. The harvest is certain. This we are 
assured of, and, moreover, that if our own fault prevent not, it will 
be abundant and joyful. Whether it is to be an early or a late one 
depends entirely on the arrangements of Him who is " wonderful 
in counsel, and excellent in working." And is it not right that it 
should bo so? Is it not enough to be assured that in due season — 
at the period fixed by infinite wisdom and kindness — our objects 
shall be completely gained, our exertions abundantly rewarded % 

The concluding clause deserves particular notice, " if we faint 
not," literally "not fainting." 1 This phrase, "not feinting," may, 
so far as construction is concerned, be connected with either clause 
of the verse. It may be considered as describing either the 
nature of the dutiful exertion, or of the gracious reward. They 
who take the last view consider the apostle as saying, Unweary- 
ing labour or Christian duty will terminate in unending reward. 
We shall never cease to reap if we but persevere in well-doing. 
There will be satisfaction without satiety, and that for ever. 
This is truth, important truth, but we rather think the more 
ordinary way of connecting the phrase brings out better the 
apostle's exact meaning. 

The saint's reaping is suspended on his not fainting, that is, 
bis reward is suspended on his " constant continuance in well- 
doing." The words obviously imply, ' If we faint we shall not 
reap.' No true saint will so faint as to abandon altogether the 
onward course of well-doing ; but just in the proportion in which 
he does so shall he not reap; just in this proportion shall he come 
short of "obtaining a full reward:" and if a man who has 
exhibited all the appearances of saintsbip, who has been reckoned 
a saint by himself, and by those who were best acquainted with 
him, if that man should so faint as to habitually neglect the per- 
formance of Christian duty, no doubt he shall reap, but it will be 
" of the flesh, corruption," and not " of the Spirit, life everlast- 

1 enXica-Bai, ' to be unstrung— relaxed, to be weakened, fatigued, lo faint.' 
— Matth. ix. 36; xv. 32; Heb. xii. 3, 5; Deut. xx. 3. ^ e ' K \ v 6 fl ^o h equi- 
valent to tav ill) tk\va/it8a. 
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ing." A great deal of the false, and dangerous notions enter- 
tained in reference to a most important Christian doctrine, that 
of the perseverance of the saints, would be prevented were men 
but to remember that the perseverance of the saints is a per- 
severance in holiness, and that, though " eternal life is the gift 
of God through Jesus Christ our Lord," it is on those only who, 
" through a constant continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, 
honour, and immortality," that eternal life is conferred. It has 
been finely said, " He who becomes ;i Christian in the true sense 
of that word becomes such for eternity. He has enlisted for 
life — for immortal life — never to withdraw. He becomes pledged 
to do good, and to serve God always. No obstacles are to deter 
him, no embarrassments are to drive him off the field. "With 
the vigour of his youth, and the influence and wisdom of liis 
riper years, with his remaining powers when enfeebled by age, 
with the last pulsations of life here, and with the immortal en- 
ergies of a higher life in a better world, he is to do good. For 
that he is to live. For that he is to die. And when he awakes 
in the resurrection with renovated powers, he is to awake to an 
everlasting service of doing good, as far as he may have oppor- 
tunity, in the kingdom of God." 1 

No man who is habitually neglectful of, or allowedly languid 
and careless in, the discharge of Christian duty, can have satis- 
factory evidence of his being an object of Divine favour ; and if, 
in these circumstances, he cherishes a confidence in the good- 
ness of his state, and in the security of his salvation, his con- 
fidence is presumptuous. 

From the consideration that every dutiful exertion of the 
Christian shall in due time receive its recompense, the apostle takes 
occasion to exhort the Galatians to act a consistent and dutiful 
part in reference to all men, and especially in reference to their 
Christian brethren. " As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith." 2 

The plirase, " doing good," 1 ' like well-doing, may either be 

1 Barnes. 

*Gal. vi. 10. The apostate Julian owns that Chris I inns acted out the 
apostle's injunctions : " Tpi<j>ov<ri," says he, " o< 4w<Ff/3«r yaXiXniot irpos 
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considered as expressive of benevolent exertion, or of dutiful con- 
duct generally. In the passage before us it bag almost univer- 
sally been interpreted in its restricted sense. It is tlie Christian's 
duty to " do good ; " to endeavour to lessen the amount both of 
moral and physical evil, of sin and of suffering ; to add to the 
amount both of moral and physical good, of worth and happi- 
ness, in our world. To enlighten the ignorant and prejudiced : 
to rouse to consideration the Inconsiderate ; to lead the guilty 
to the blood of atonement, and the depraved to the laver of 
regeneration ; to make the bad good, and the good better ; to 
comfort the disconsolate ; to relieve the poor and the miserable, — 
are so many varieties of the general duty of Christian benefi- 
cence. In the performance of this duty, the Christian knows 
no limits except those which are fixed by his power and oppor- 
tunity of doing good. He is not to be confined by relationship, 
or neighbourhood, or sect, or even religion. The possession of 
a common nature is claim enough on bis good wishes and good 
offices. Every Christian is as really, though not quite in the same 
way as the apostle, a " debtor to the Greek and the Barbarian, 
to the wise and the unwise." Whether a man be " a Jew or 
a Gentile, bond or free," learned or illiterate, good or bad, if he 
labours under evils from which we can relieve him, it is our duty 
as Christians to do so. 

But while Christians are bound " to do good to all men," they 
are peculiarly bound to do good "to those who are of the house- 
hold of faith." Jerome refers this appellation to Christian minis- 
ters, who are, in a peculiar sense, " the domestics" in the family of 
God ; but it is better to refer it to Christians generally * — the 
believing family. The application is admirably expressive. All 
genuine Christians are bound together by a very powerful and a 
very tender tie. That tie is the faith of the same truth. It is this 
which unites them to God, " the Father of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth are called;" to Jesus Christ, the 
elder brother ; and to one another, as children of God and 
brethren of Christ, — " heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus 
Christ." They love one another " in the truth, for the truth's 
sake, which is in them, and will abide with them for ever." Duty 

1 Theodoret interprets the appellation as equivalent to opairurroi. Strabo 
speaks of uiWm ipikonctyias (i. 1, 11); and Diodorus Siculus of olxi'ioi 
®uyap x (as (13, 91). 
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corresponds with relation. Christians, therefore, are particularly 
bound to do good to one another. Every poor and dintressed 
man has a claim on roe for pity, and, if I can afford it, for active 
exertion and pecuniary relief. But a poor Christian has a far 
stronger claim on my feelings, my labours, and my property- 
He is my brother, equally interested with myself in the blood 
and love of the Redeemer. I expect to spend an eternity with 
him in heaven. He is the representative of my unseen Saviour, 
and he considers every tiling done to his poor afflicted brother 
as done to himself. For a Christian to be unkind to a Chris- 
tian, is not only wrong, it is monstrous. 

The obligation to do good to our fellow-Christians extends 
both to their external and spiritual necessities. It is an import- 
ant duty, " if we see a brother or sister naked, or destitute of 
daily food, to give them those things which are needful for the 
body." But it is not a less important duty, when we see a Chris- 
tian hnilher nr faster labouring under mistake, or in dimmer el 
falling into sin, to endeavour to undeceive them, and to warn 
them of their danger. Spiritual evils are the worst evils, and 
spiritual blessings are the best blessings ; and we do good to our 
brethren in the most important way, when we deliver them 
from these evils, and put them in possession of these blcs^ing-i. 
We are to love our brethren as Christ loved us, and do good to 
them as he does good to us. 

Christians are to " do good to all men, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith, as they have opportunity." 
The idea commonly attached to these words is, that Christians 
are bound to seize every opportunity of doing good, both to man- 
kind generally, and to their fellow -t 'hristians in particular. 
This is an important truth, but we doubt if it is exactly the truth 
which ilie apostle here expresses. The word "season "' in the 9th 
verse, and the word " opportunity " in the 10th, are the same in 
the original. That word is the link which connects the two verses. 
" In due season ye shall reap." While we have the " season " 
let us do good ; as if he had said, ' The season of reaping will 
come in due time. Now is the season for sowing. While ye 
have the season, improve it. In a short time the objects of your 
beneficence will be beyond your reach, or yon will be taken from 
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them. The eternal harvest depends on the short seed-time. 
There is no time to be idle, for " whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap." 1 

While I have explained the phrase " doing good," in the way 
in which it is ordinarily understood, as referring directly to be- 
nevolent exertion, I am strongly disposed to think that the word 
is employed by the apostle in its most general sense. ' Work that 
which is good in reference to all men, but especially in reference 
to the household of faith.' It seems to us to refer to the duties of 
justice as well as mercy. "Render to all their due;" "wrong no 
man ;" and, in reference to your brethren, let your conduct be 
scrupulously upright and dutiful. We find the apostle warning 
Christian servants against using improper freedoms with their 
Christian masters, as if their common privileges as Christians 
brought them nearer a level in civil society; and using the 
Christianity of their Masters as a powerful superadded reason 
why they should be obedient to them. " Let as many servants 
as are under the yoke count their, own masters worthy of all 
honour ; and they that have believing masters, let them not 
despise them, because they are brethren ; but rather do them 
service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the 
benefit." 2 And we find him representing the Christian char- 
acter of a person injured by another Christian as a great aggra- 
vation of the offence, — " Ye do wrong, and defraud, and that 
your brethren." 3 This gives unity to the whole paragraph, — 
" sowing to the Spirit," " well-doing," and " doing good," all of 
them being terms of nearly equivalent import. 

The practical improvement to be made of this passage is not 
far to seek. Let us turn it to the use of serious self-inquiry. 

1 The following epigram from the Greek of Posidippus, by the celebrated 
Sir Thomas More, on a figure of Katpos, is striking :— 
-■ Til qui* ': K<u f )uy cs;() onine domans. 
Our suramis instus pcdibus ? Semper rotor. Alas 
Cur plantis gestae: Ut levis aura ferar. 
Dextra; cur iusi.rfn. novanuk ? Signum homini hoc est, 
Vis conferri acu: i[iu'"l ni:!ii. nulla potest. 
Cur coma fronte jacet ? Venientem ut prendere possis. 
Parte est cur calvum posteriore caput? 
Quod postquaro levibus prieceps etfugero pentiis, 
Me valeat tergo quis revocare velit." 
1 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. 3 1 Cor. vi. B. 
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Let us ask, Have we never been, are we not now, " weary in 
well-doing"! Are we " doing good to all, as we have oppor- 
tunity, especially to the household of faith "I If we press these 
questions honestly home, deep self-humiliation will be the result. 
But let us not, however, despair. The more languid we are, the 
greater is the necessity for earnest prayer and increased exertion. 
The less good we have done in the past, the more diligent should 
we bo in doing good in the future. The season of doing good 
will soon close for ever. " What our hand findeth to do, let 
us do it with our might." The season of reward will soon come 
to those who, " by a patient continuance in well-doing, are seek- 
ing for glory, honour, and immortality." " Be steadfast, im- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

And if the harvest seems long in coming — if the reward seems 
long delayed — still " faint not." " Cast not away your confi- 
dence, which has great recompense of reward. For ye have 
need of patience" — that is, yon must persevere — "that after ye 
have done the will of God, ye may receive the promise," ' 

This seems to be the conclusion of the epistle, properly so 
called. What follows has all the ordinary marks of a Postscript. 
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PART VII. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Galatians vi. H-18.—" Ye see bow large a letter I have written unto 
you with mine own hand. As many as desire to make a fair show in the 
flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised ; only lest they should suffer per- 
secution for the Cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are 
cireumcised keep the law ; hut feiro to have you circumcised, that they may 
glory in your flesh. But God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircunicision, but a new creature. And as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of 
God. From henceforth let no man trouble me : for I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ he 
with your spirit. Amen." 

SECT. I. — INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

In an age like the present, in which infidel principles are ex- 
tensively entertained and zealously propagated, it is a matter of 
high importance, both to the satisfaction of his own mind, winch 
may be disturbed by the hardy assertions or sly insinuations of 
unbelievers, and to the credit of his religion, which is apt to 
suffer when its supporters appear perplexed or silenced by the 
cavils of its opponents, that every professor of' Christianity should 
be so well instructed in the grounds on which he has embraced 
that religion, as true and divine, as to enable him " to hold fast 
the profession of his faith without wavering," and " to give an 
answer to every one who asketh him a reason of the hope that 
is in him, with meekness and fear." The evidence of the genu- 
ineness, the authenticity, and the inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, ought to be familiar to his mind. To the questions, Why 
do I believe the books, received bynie as sacred, as the eoinposi- 
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tions of the persons whose names they bear ? Why do I give 
credit to their statements, and why do I consider these state- 
ments as not only characterised by strict truth, but possessed of 
Divine authority ? he ought always to be ready to give an answer 
which is satisfactory to his own mind, and which is likely to be 
so to every candid inquirer. 

A man may have a great deal of this kind of knowledge with- 
out being a Christian at all, in the true sense of that word. It 
is to be feared that some have most ingeniously and satisfactorily 
defended the truth and divinity of Christianity, who have lived 
and died strangers and enemies to all that is most distinctive and 
valuable in the doctrine of that religion, and utterly destitute of 
all those invaluable blessings which, when understood and be- 
lieved, these doctrines uniformly convey to the soul ; and, on 
the other hand, many genuine Christians are extremely deficient 
in this kind of knowledge, and still more deficient in the capacity 
of using with advantage that limited portion of it whicii they 
possess. 

This is deeply to be regretted. " I take it," says the great 
and good Richard Baxter — " I take it to be the greatest cause 
i.f ...II i it-*.-. [>■ -luiv. w --d.il. ■ .- hi iirao.-. I— Mn— -.» iii .iiiuni-j. aii-l 
unwillingness to die, that our faith in the divine authority of 
Scripture is either unsound or impure. Few Christians among 
us have anything better than an implicit faith in this point. 
They have received it by tradition. Godly ministers and Chris- 
tians tell them so ; it is impious to doubt it, and therefore they 
believe it ; and this worm, lying at the root, causeth the lan- 
guishing and decaying of the whole." 

It is surely, then, the duty of the Christian teacher frequently 
to turn the attention of those whom he instructs in the numer- 
ous, varied, and powerful arguments which prove that, in re- 
ceiving Christianity, " we have not followed a cunningly de- 
vised fable," but that we have embraced what is emphatically 
" the truth ;" and to do this, not merely in presenting to them 
a complete systematized view of the evidence of revelation, 

hut I.5 s-.i.n.. ■ i | 1 --ii.ir.u- I l*iI. I.-I..H tli-i- 

signatures of truth and divinity, which become apparent as we 
study the different doctrines, and duties, and institutions of 
Christianity, and the various parts of that inspired volume, in 
which these doctrines, and duties, and institutions are unfolded. 
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With such an opportunity are we now presented, in reference 
to the genuineness of that portion of the inspired Scriptures— the 
Epistles of the Apostle Paul. 

To the question, How do you know that these epistles are really 
the writings of the Apostle Paul, and not the forgeries of a late 
age ? it is a most satisfactory answer,— « I have the same kind 
of evidence, and a great deal more of it, as that on, which the 
Commentaries of Julius Cassar, or the Epistles of Cicero or Pliny, 
are universally allowed to be the works of the great men whose 
names they bear. From the very period when the epistles are 
said to have been written, there is an unbroken succession of 
testimonies that, at that time and thenceforward, they were ad- 
mitted by those who had the best means of ascertaining the truth, 
and the strongest inducements to employ these means, to be 
the undoubted productions of the age, and of the individual to 
whom they arc ascribed. 

But, apart from this evidence altogether, there is another 
species of proof of the genuineness of the epistles, which is cal- 
culated to convey most satisfactory conviction to every candid 
mind. I refer to the very numerous undesigned coincidences be- 
tween the different epistles, and likewise between the epistles and 
that historical work, the Acts of the Apostles, in which many of 
the incidents of Paul's life are recorded. Dr Paley, in the most 
original of all his very useful works, has fully expanded this 
argument, and has made it appear, to the satisfaction of every 
unprejudiced inquirer, that were a person to fall in with the Acts 
of the Apostles and epistles of Paul, without previously knowing 
anything about them— destitute of all external, direct, or collateral 
evidence,— he would find in these undesigned— obviously unde- 
signed—correspondences good reason to believe the persons and 
transactions referred to, to be real, the letters genuine, and the 
narratives true. 

To feel the full force of such an argument, the numerous minute 
and obviously undesigned coincidences must be brought forward ; 
but a single example of the species of undesigned coincidence, on 
which the whole cogency of the argument depends, is enough to 
make a person understand its nature, and ought to induce him 

to study it in the admirable work already referred to and what 

would be still better, to endeavour to develop it for himself, by a 
careful perusal of the inspired books in question. 



v Google 



EPISTLE TO THE GAI.ATIAKS. [CHAT. VI. 11-1 



SECT. II. THE Al'OSTLE'S I1E1IAHK, THAT HIS LETTER WAS 

AUTOGRAPH. 

The first verse of this postscript furnishes an example of that 
reference to circumstances in the apostle's history, not men: ioned 
in the epistle, which furnishes so strong an evidence of the 
genuineness of his letters. " Ye see how large a letter I have 
written unto you with mine own hand." 1 

The circumstance to which we wish to draw your attention, 
as an exemplification of undesigned coincidence, of a kind sdto- 
gether irreconcileable with the hypothesis of forgery, is Paul's 
directing the notice of the Galatians to his having written 
this epistle " with his own hand." To have noticed this was 
quite natural in Paul, who, as we learn from other epistles, was 
not accustomed to write to the churches entirely or chiefly with 
his own hand, hut employed an amanuensis, and merely wrote 
his salutation in the close, as accrediting the letter. The Epistle 
to the Romans was written by Tertius. 2 The First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, the Epistle to the Colossians, and the Second 
to the Thessalonians, have all, near their close, these words, 
" The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand ;" and, in the 
last of the instances, it is added, " Which is the token in every 
epistle : so I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen." s 

To an impostor ignorant of Paul's custom alluded to — and 
you will observe it is no more than an allusion (for this passage 
does not state what we know from other sources to have been 
Paul's custom) — the reference could not have occurred; and an 
impostor, aware of Paul's custom, would have imitated it. It 
could not have occurred to a forger of the epistle to give plausi- 
bility to his claim by setting forth his epistle as written in a 
way different from that in which those of the apostle generally 
were. 

If we admit the justness of the version of our translators as to 
the words rendered "how large'' a letter," which, however, is 
doubtful, we shall find another obviously undesigned corres- 
pondence. The Epistle to the Eomans and the two Epistles 

'Gal. vi. 11. 'Itom.xvi. 22. 

' 1 Cor. xvi. 21 ; Col. iv. IS; 2 These, iii. 17. * tttjAikow ypdppaat. 
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to the Corinthians are all of them larger than the Epislle to 
the Galatians. But none of these epistles existed at the time 
this epistle was written ; and with the exception of these, and 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, of which it is by no means ab- 
solutely certain, though in a high degree probable, that Paul 
was the author, and which was also written subsequent to the 
date of this epistle, the Epistle to the Galatians is the largest of 
the apostle's letters. 

The meaning of the apostle's phraseology in this verse is some- 
what doubtful ; and it deserves notice that tins is a fair specimen 
of many of the difficult parages of Scripture. The way in 
which you understand them affects no principle, either of Chris- 
lian faith or duty. The apostle's words might have been ren- 
dered in English, with a somewhat similar ambiguity of meaning 
as that which belongs to them in the original, ' Ye see what a 
letter I have written you with my own hand.' The reference 
may be either to the matter or manner, to the form, or the size, 
or the length of the letter. There i.= nothing in the words which 
absolutely fixes it to any one of them. It may be, you see how 
'■ weighty and powerful" a letter I have written you ; or how 
faithful ami affectionate a letter J have written ; or how long ' a 
letter I have written you. 

Some of the earlier Greek interpreters suppose that there is a 
reference to the large ami not. very well formed Greek characters 
which the apostle, accustomed to writing in Hebrew, employed.- 

1 " Epistola ad Caklas, quiuiivis per so. hre.vis. ionw. dieitur Ut GalatiP 
monerentur de summa cura ac solid I ui'me l';;u!i qui alias linn eonsu'iivrai 
sii'i, i)i.«?!-w, tam mult a scribere." — Stork. 

! This view deserves consideration, as the apostle never elsewhere uses 
ypappaTti for :n i epistle; tlionsrli it i,? certain tha! y.-iuji^ii-rt is sometimes 
employed to denote, not the wriUon characters, but what l.hese cluiraeters 
express, the writing itself, John v. 47 ; and in Acts xxviii. 21 it ean searceiy 
be doubted that -/ju^/kitm means an epistle, or ep!..'.ies. and also 1 Mac. v. 10. 
cornp. 14. I'aul himself calls the Scriptures of the Old Testament ™ iipii 
ypaiL^ara, 2 Tim. iii. 15, Clirysoston;. Theudoret, Tbeophylac!. (Tlei.uneniiis." 
Jerome, among the ancients, — and among the modern*, lender, Winer, and 
Kuelievt,— consider the phrase as referrii'.? to the form oi' the letters. Theo- 

pliyliief s words deserve to be quoted : " ru£e jtjjAi'icihv or iiiyi$m-i cWi C:,Aiot[«w 
aWh Tijs n/io/Hpiac rav ypapfidraii wtrd c\tyf KtiLrm p.i) riSair tlpurra ypdipnu. 
Spas ^ayKaaBrjv iflio'^Eipoi. rr/v emvraXriv ypatyai." Jerome {Com. in foe.) 
quotes the words of one wIioth, tlion^li oe does not aequiesee in his interpreta- 
tion, he calls '■ virapprime uostns Uiniporilui- cruditiis :''— " Paulus Hebrteus 
oral, el Graica.s literal neseiebat, et quia necessii.as e-xpelebat ut manu sua iqiis- 
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There can be but, little doubt as to tfie general idea which the 
apostle intended to convey by these words. He meant obviously 
to bring before the mind of the Galatians the fact, of the deep 
interest he took in them, as expressed by his writing $uch a letter, 
and writing it too with his own hand. 1 It may be that, by 
drawing their attention to the circumstance tliat he had not, 
as usual, employed an amanuensis, be meant to show the deli- 
cacy of bis affection. A friend will himself write to a friend 
with whose conduct he is dissatisfied in a manner very different 
from that in which he would do were he obliged to employ a 
third person to communicate his thoughts. 2 

SECT. III. — UNPRINCIPLED CONDUCT OF THE JUDAISING 
TEACHERS. 

What follows consists chiefly of a caution to the Galatians 
against the acts of the Judaising teachers, drawn from the con- 
sideration of the mean and unworthy ends which they had in 
view in endeavouring to induce them to conform to the rites of 
Judaism. " As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, 
they constrain you to be circumcised ; only lest they should suffer 
persecution for the Cross of Christ." 3 

The general meaning of these words obviously is, < These men 

li>'.;nti suliserilieret contra consiiol.uilincni euruis tran-.ites jitcrr-nim vix magnis 
auiriluis expnoiebat. etir;i:i in licit- sua: ad Ca':;ta~ indicia [.'!::■ rita; is OHU'inicns. 
i|i.;hl pi'upier illos, id qunquc quod nun potorat faccro conarelur," Ilcinsius 
supposes that (lis; words refer only to tin; nest verse, which lie conceives was 
written in capital letters with the !i pintle's own hand. Excellent, however, 
as the sentiment is in tliat verse, we should rather have supposed thsiMhc 
14th and loth verses would have been chosen as peculiarly worthy of .such a 
dislitielion ; and it is doubtful if this mode of distinguishing peculiarly 
important words, phrases, or sentences, is of so ancient a date. Erasmus is 
verv happy in his paraphrase: " Yidetis Galatfe quant opere mihi res cordi 
sit qui iiini prolixam cpi-tolnui vobis meapte manu scripserim. Agnoseilis 
nutnlas iiiuii'inuii lneurum. \ou 1--1. ![i:od ■-i;-pici. i ":. ; :ii -ulj'liliciani eii'-toUm ; 
tota mea est, mei pedoris apud vos index." I'alfy's note is, as usual, in- 
genious and satisfactory. 

1 Most readers will join in Pareus' wish: "TJtinam airoypafpop apostnli 
nobis habere et ridere lieeret." 

1 " L'Apostle kur fait cette reuiarque, eonime etant un temoinage do son 
ardente affection vers eux. Ainsi un man reserve sa propre main pour sa 
femine, nn pere pour son lils. un hnnuiie nour sou iulime ami." — Jj.utnay. 
. 'Gal. vi. 12. 
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who are so very zealous to make you submit to the initiatory 
rite of Judaism are not actuated by honest, though mistaken, 

conscientious views, as to the necessity of the observance of the 
Mosaic law to your salvation : their object is to secure the favour, 
or, at any rate, to avoid the persecution, of their unbelieving 
Jewish brethren. It is not an honest, though mistaken, wish to 
serve you, but the unworthy, selfish desire of serving them- 
selves, that influences them. Let us look a little more closely 
at the phraseology in which this sentiment is expressed. 

The apostle does not name the Judaising teachers, but he so 
describes them that they cannot be mistaken. They were such 
as desired " to make a fair show in the flesh." 1 "To make a fail- 
show" is to assume a course of conduct which will he agreeable 
to those whom we wish to please. "To desire to make a fair 
show" is to be anxious to fashion our conduct so as to please. 
Now, these Judaising teachers were anxious to adopt a line of 
conduct winch would please their unbelieving brethren. The 
phrase "in the flesh" modifies the expression "making a fair 
show." The best commentary on the expression, as used here, is 
to be found in the following passage in the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians, — "For we are the circumcision, which worship God in 
the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no conlidence 
in the flesh. Though I mijdit also have confidence iirthe flesh. 
If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust 
in the flesh, I more : Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee : concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blame- 
less." * 

In reference, then, to the Mosaic observances which were 
fleshly or carnal, that is, of an external ceremonial nature, these 
Judaising teachers wished to follow a course which would secure 
them from the persecutions of their unbelieving brethren. The 
same principle, in other forms, is still lbund operating among the 
professors of Christianity. How many are there who are con- 
stantly endeavouring to make a compromise, between the demands 

1 ttmpoaamilv is one of the o7rn| Xeyofttaa in tile New Testament, anil 
does in.it occur ;t( all in the classics, lliimsd] they have tvoivis formed on tiie 

same principle : 'jtij.vm:ii!i<ro>wiiy, ei"njwao>nt>s. 

"- Phil. iii. 3-6. 
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of conscience and of interest, who are afraid to break with the 
world by giving up with its even to them very doubtful practices, 
and by a fearless avowal of Christian principle, and a deter mined 
obedience to the law of Christ. Such men play a losing game 
at best. They seldom gain even their immediate object. The 
world is a tyrant which requires unqualified submission ; and if 
their conscience prevent thein from giving this, all partial com- 
pliances will excite but the contempt of those whose favour 
they are courting. And even should the end be gained, if they 
should have their reward in keeping in the good graces of the 
worldly, it is a miserable one. They have gained, it may be, the 
good opinion of the world ; but they have lost that of God, on 
whose decision their destiny through eternity depends. His 
words are by no means equivocal: "No man can serve two 
masters." 

These time-serving, worldly professors of Christianity are 
among the most dangerous enemies of spiritual Christianity and 
spiritual Christians. They are continually endeavouring to 
bring these over to their side, and urging them to act as they 
do, under the pretence that Christianity may thus be rendered 
more palatable to worldly men, but in reality that they may be 
secured from wdiat they account unnecessary reproach and suf- 
fering. Sucl) was the part which the Judaising teachers acted. 
From a wish to ingratiate themselves with their unbelieving 
brethren, llicy " compelled" ' the Gentile converts to be circum- 
cised, that is, used every method in their power by persuasion, 
threats, and declining to associate with them unless they sub- 
mitted to their favourite rite. 

Had this originated in conscientious convictions, even then the 
apostle would have warned the (ialatians against it. He would 
*>till have considered them as in a dangerous error; but their 
behaviour would not, in his estimation, have been so contemptible 
as it was, originating, as he knew, and as indeed was made evi- 
dent by their conduct, in low, selfish motives. In doing all thai 
lay in their power to induce the Gentile converts to assume the 
external aspect of .lews, their object was to secure themselves 
from persecution. They did it " lest they should suffer persecu- 
tion for the Cross of Christ." The early Koman emperors, 

1 The force of the word atxtyK&fflviri, in such a conaection, has already 
been explained, chap. ii. 3, 14. 
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according to Jerome, allowed the Jews throughout the empire 
to exercise their religion ; and it has been supposed that circum- 
<.:he.d Christians were considered as Jews, but if they were 
imcircioncUed they were halt! e to persecution, as the professors of a 
" rcligio illicita." This sv.pjwwd. fiict. — ibv it is not authenticated 1 
— has been considered as throwing light on tins passage; but we 
cannot perceive this : for it was not by their own cireu incision, 
but by the circumcision of others, these men sought security from 
persecution, so that the persecution here referred to was not 
from Pagans, but Jews, from whom, indeed, the principal per- 
secutions of Christianity, directly and indirectly, in the earlier 
times proceeded. 2 

The Cross of Christ here, and in the 14th verse, is by many 
interpreters considered as equivalent to sufferings on account of 
Christ, as " the sufferings of Christ" is, in 2 Cor. i. 5, obviously 
expressive of sufferings in the cause of Christ, and accordingly 
they vender the words,* ' lest they should tie persecuted with the 
Cross of Christ, lest they should be called on to bear the Cross, 
which evevy true disciple, according to the declaration of our 
Lord, must bear.' Though, however, every true disciple must 
hear his own Cross, yet I do not know that the phrase, ' Cross 
of Christ,' is ever used in this sense in the New Testament. So 
far as I have been able to form an opinion, the expression, when 
used as in the case before us, always signifies the fact of the 
death of Jesus Christ on the Cross, as the expiation of human 
guilt — the only ground of human hope, superseding everything 
else as the foundation of acceptance with God. 4 It was this 
doctrine which was peculiarly unpalatable to the unbelieving 
Jews, — leading, as it plainly did, to a renunciation of all the 
expiatory rites of the Mosaic law as utterly useless, and indeed 
impious and criminal, if used as affording a method of obtain- 

1 The Jews were cruelly oppressed by tlieeriijiiToj-s, ami the most degrading 

iiicaus emploveil i.u extort, from (hem vlmt iv;is called the Jutbi'tais fiscus, 
the lav ori^ioallv imposed on them hy Titos, when lie commanded them to 
j);iv iHimiiillv, i'or tiii: su])]jiirl of ;.he lernpA' 'if .lupiter in tht' Capitol, the 
liislf shekel I hoy wen- iicnislmned to pay for the support of the temple of 
Jehovah, — a tax not only cruelly haras^ine: to their feelings, I ut. oppressive 

to their consciences. 

2 Acts viii. 1 i xiii. 50 ; xiv. 5, 6 s 2 Tim. iii. 1 1 . 

! urn pi) roi arai/po rev Xpurrov Siaxoiirni. 
1 1 Cor. i. 17,18; Phil. iii. IS. 
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ing the Divine favour. They could not bear that Gentiles 
should be recognised as of the household of God, merely because 
they believed in Christ, and trusted in his death on the Cross as 
the procuring cause of their salvation, and therefore nothing was 
so well fitted to moderate their antipathies as to throw this into 
the shade by continuing to observe the rites and ceremonies of 
the law. Now, these time-serving men thought the best way of 
rebutting the charge, that by becoming Christians they had be- 
come enemies to the law, was by yielding external conformity to its 
rites, and insisting that all Gentile converts to Christianity should 
also, by doing so, seem to have become proselytes to Judaism. 

This tampering with truth and duty, even when it originates 
in a mistaken but sincere wish to serve the interests of 'Christian- 
ity, joined with dangerously lax notions as to expediency, is 
highly criminal ; but when, as it often is, as it was in the case 
before us, a mere cloak for low selfishness, it is peculiarly detest- 
able. That it was so in the case of these Judaishig teachers is 
plain from what is stated by the apostle in the next verse. 

"For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the 
law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they mav irlory 
in your flesh." l 

It is not easy to say whether these words in the first clause 
refer to the Judaishig teachers or to those among the Gahitiau 
converts whom they had prevailed on to submit to the initiatory 
rite of Judaism. They state what was probably the truth with 
regard to both ; all that they wished was to save appearances. The 
Juduisers insisted on the Gentile converts being circumcised; for 
to associate in a religious way, and in the ordinary offices of life, 
with persons known to have been heathens, and never to have 
submitted to the initiatory rite of Judaism, was something which 
could not be hid, and would have outraged the prejudices of the 
unbelieving Jews; but entire submission to the law in every 
c:\x- does not seem to have been required. The circumcised 
Gentile convert was not even by them, it would seem, required 
in everything to "live as a Jew." And even of themselves, it 
was probable that what Paul says of Peter was true, that though 
Jews, they lived in many things "as the Gentiles did." Their 
object was to make a fair show; and when legal observances 
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were not necessary to serve their purpose, they could easily dis- 
pense with them. 

Now, either of these courses of conduct on the part of the 
.1 uduisin g teachers was a proof that they had no really con- 
scientious conviction of the obligation of the Mosaic law. If 
they had, they would have been consistent. Their object was 
to have, in the fact of having induced Gentiles to submit to the 
initiatory rite of Judaism, something that they might use as a 
defence against the persecutions of the unbelieving J ews. They 
could point to these circumcised Gentiles, and say, ' Sea the 
|. r .-..t . t .„, r . • . i- [.. - i--i id 1 1' 

Connected with this was the mean, unworthy motive of wish- 
ing to have substantial evidence of their power over the minds of 
the converts. There is no power which, by men of a certain cast 
of mind, is so much coveted as power over other men's minds — 
the being able to say, ' they embraced doctrines just because we 
taught them, and submitted to usages just because we prescribed 
them.' Nothing can be more absurd than this— as if their own 
responsibilities were not enough when called to " give account of 
ihemse/cas to God," they must ultroneous!)- undertake other men's 
responsibilities, adding to their own burden, sufficiently heavy 
already, without at all lightening that of their dupes. For of 
every one of them it must still continue true : " Every one 
must give account of himself to God." 1 Such a principle is 
utterly unworthy of a Christian teacher; and whenever the 
slightest symptom of it appears, it is the duty and interest of the 
Christian people to watch it with the utmost care, and to resist 
it with the utmost pertinacity. 

Let us bear on our souls the indelible mark of subjection of 
mind and heart to Christ; but let us bear neither on our bodies 
nor on our souls the brand of subjection to human authority. 
" One is our master, even Christ." "Be not the servants of men." 

The fact that merely external conformity, and that to a certain 
length only, satisfied these flilse teachers— and, it would seem, 
served their purpose, also, in quashing the persecution of the 
unbelieving Jews, — is striking and important. Like cases are 
by no means rare. In almost every variety of corrupted 
Chrisliauil.y we rind ntateriallv the same tiling. If a man will 
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but profess his faith in the infallibility of the Roman Catholic 
church, and perform its rites regularly, he will be allowed almost 
any latitude he pleases, both as to opinion and conduct. Where 
there is nothing but an external religion, great uneasiness is 
often produced in families when some of the members, from 
conscientious principle, go not to the usual place of worship, or 
observe not the usual form of worship; — It does not matter whether 
the persons belong to the Established Church, or to a .Dissenting 
body — to the Episcopalian or Presbyterian persuasion. The great. 
matter is not the conviction of the mind, but the bringing them 
back to the orthodox place of worship. If they can be got back 
again to the church, or to the chapel, or to the meeting-house— 
if the externa] conformity be but yielded, all is gained. And, 
indeed, what else can be expected''? 'Where a person's own re- 
ligion is all of this external professional kind, how should he seek 
for anything more in another 1 

Let us learn from this passage to beware of bye-ends in re- 
ligion. Let it be our constant object to maintain " a conscience 
void of offence to God and man," and to be able to say, " Our 
rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world." 1 

Let us also be warned against taking up with a mere outside 
religion— a thing of time, and place, and circumstance. Real 
Christianity is a religion as extensive as the nature of man as a 
being capable of thought, lixiling, and action. Let our religion 
be the religion of the mind, the religion of the heart, tlie religion 
of the life, no! a theory of doctrine, however ingenious, or even 
correct, — not a feeling casually, though it may be strongly, ex- 
cited, — not an external and ritual .service, however simple or how- 
ever imposing, — not an assumed garb, however splendid, and 
gracefully worn; but a constituent — the governing— element of 
our intellectual and moral nature : not speculation — -not enthu- 
siasm — not superstition — not formalism — not hypocrisy : not ex- 
clusively doctrinal, or experimental, or liturgical, or professional, 
or practical ; hut all these in due proportion and degree,— the 
natural effect of the truth understood, and believed, and loved, — 
" faith purifying the heart, working by love, and overcoming the 
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world." Let this be the religion which we cultivate in ourselves, 
and let this be the religion we endeavour to propagate among 
our brethren of mankind. 



SECT. IV.— THE APOSTLE'S DETERMINATION TO GLORY ONLY 
IN TUB CROSS OF CHRIST. 

The sentiments of the apostle in reference to the cross, so 
directly opposed to those of the Judaising teachers, — the change 
produced on his views and feelings in reference to the world, and 
on the views and feelings of the world in reference to him, in 
consequence of his entertaining and avowing these sentiments,— 
and the influence of this faith and profession in producing these 
changes,— am very strikingly expressed in the following verse : e — 
" But God forbid 1 that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world." 3 

The connection of this passage with what goes before, indi- 
cated by the particle "but," 3 may be variously stated. The 
particle " but " usually intimates contrast. The words before us 
may be considered as directly connected with the words immedi- 
ately preceding. As if the apostle had said, 'Your false teachers 
glory or boast in their influence over you, proved by your sub- 
mitting to the initiatory rite of Judaism in consequence of their 
urgency ; but I have a more solid ground for my boasting. I 
glory not in the blind submission of men to my authority ; I 
glory in the Cross of my Saviour.' The contrast in this case is 
between the two different grounds of the glorying of the Judais- 
ing teachers and the apostle. 

The words may, however, be viewed as connected, not with 
those which immediately precede them, but with the close of 
the 12th verse, while the 13th is viewed as a parenthesis. In 
this case, the contrast is between the light in which the Juda- 
ising teachers and that in which the apostle viewed the Cross of 
Christ. They greatly underrated its importance ; they wished to 
conceal it ; they were ashamed of it ; and were afraid of suffering 
persecution on account of it. But, instead of this, the apostle 

« See Note E. 

* " The <?/»! ^ yaatro answers to the ye iV n"i-Vh, Gen. xliv. 7 ; Josh. 
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gloried in it, ;uid was determined to glory in nothing else. It 
does not matter wliicli of tliese two views of the connection we 
adopt, though I am disposed to prefer the latter. 

The meaning of the whole passage depends on the sense we 
affix to the phrase, " Cross of Christ." Some judicious inter- 
preters understand " the Cross of Christ" here, of sufferings in 
the cause of Christ ; and they consider the expression in the 
text as just synonymous with his declaration in 2 Cor. xii. 5, 
" Of myself I will not glory, save in mine infirmities." " Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake : for when I am weak, then am I 
strong." "We glory in tribulations also." 1 The same senti- 
ment was strongly felt by the apostles, when they " departed 
from the presence of the " Jewish " council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name." 9 ]t is 
strikingly stated, when suffering for Christ is represented to the 
I'hilippians as a privilege, oil the possession of which the apostle 
congratulates them, " Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ 
to suffer for his sake." 3 If this he the apostle's meaning, lie 
contrasts his own feelings with those of the Judaising teachers. 
' These men are afraid and ashamed of hearing the Cross after 
Christ: I count this my highest, honour; and through the means 
of these sufferings " the world is crucified to me " — the pleasures, 
and honours, and riches of the world have become, in my esti- 
mation, things contemptible and valueless; and, on the other 
hand, these sufferings have made me an object of contempt and 
dislike to the men of the world, 4 so that I am under no tempta- 
tion to court their favour, as these Judaising teachers are, by 
doctrines fashioned to their taste.' 

There is no doubt that this is plausible. The sense thus given 
to the words is quite sell-consistent. It agrees well enough with 
the context, and the obvious design of the writer, and it is per- 
fectly agreeable to the analogy of faith ; but it labours under 
one very important defect,— it gives the phrase, " Cross of Christ/' 
a sense which, though not unnatural, nor inconsistent with the 
genius of the language or the analogy of Scripture expression, 

1 Rom. v. 3. - Acts v. 41, ; Philip, i. 20. ' 1 Cor. iv !). 
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is yet altogether unsupported ; for, as we have just observed, 
wherever the phrase, " cross of Christ," occurs in the New 
Testament, and does not express the instrument of our Lord's 
death, it signifies the fact that Jesus Christ expiated the sin of 
men by dying ou a cross. 1 

This, then, is the sense in which we understand it here. In 
the fact that the incarnate Son of God had expired on a cross 
as the victim of human guilt — that he was "delivered for our 
offences" — that he was "made sin for us"— that he "gave 
himself for us, the just One in the room of the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God,"— the apostle gloried, and declares that, 
in comparison with this, he will glory in nothing else. 

Now, what is meant by his thus glorying or boasting in the 
cross of Christ? This will be best understood by contrasting 
the apostle's sentiments on this subject with those of the Juda- 
ising teachers, who were ashamed of it. They did not place 
their dependence for salvation on the cross of Christ, or, at any 
rate, not wholly there. Tliey concealed it : they thought that 
this concealment was necessary in order to the success of Chris- 
tianity; and they shrunk from suffering on account of it. In 
all these ways they showed the low estimate they had formed 
of the cross of Christ; and just in an opposite way did the 
apostle show the high estimate he had fanned of it. 

It is difficult to say exactly what views these teachers had of 
the cross of Christ. It is plain, however, that they did not look 
to Christ's death as the price of their salvation— the ground of 
their hope. They did not submit to God's method of justifica- 
tion, but went about to establish a way of their own, " as it 
were, by the law." They depended, at least in part, for accept- 
ance with. God on circumcision, and the performance of ritual 
observances. 

But, on the other hand, the finished work of Christ was the 
sole ground of the apostle's confidence : — " For we are the cir- 
cumcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. Though I nuVlit 
also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thmketh 
that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: cir- 
cumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
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I.ienjauiin, nn Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee-; concern ing zeal, persecuting the church; touching 
the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency ol' 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have suf- 
fered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith." 1 

The Judaism g teachers showed their low estimate of the doc- 
trine of the cross by concealing it, or, at any rate, casting it into 
the shade. The apostle, on the contrary, showed his high esti- 
mate of it by giving it the greatest possible prominence in his 
exhibitions of Christian truth. Bead his epistles, and you will 
find how closely he kept to his determination to " know nothing, - ' 
among those to whom he made known the gospel. ' : but Jesus 
Christ and him crucified;" that Jesus was " delivered for our 
offences:" that " He died in our room;" that "we have re- 
demption in Him, through His blood, who is set forth a propitia- 
tion ;" that " we are bought with a price ;" that " He was made 
sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him ;" that " we who are far off were brought nigh by the blood 
of Christ ;" that " He gave himself for us, a sacrifice and an 
offering, that He might bring us to God;" — these were the con- 
stant themes of the apostle's discourses. 2 " I declare unto you 
the gospel,'' says he, " which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand ; by which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless 
yc have believed in vain : for I delivered unto you first of all 
that winch I also received, how that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures.'"' " The Jews," says he, " require a 
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom : but we preach Christ 

1 l'hil. iii. 3-9. The words which Chi'Y="btoiii puts in Paul's mouth are 

wry ii|![jr'iprialc : — " Kuv^iicifiui iv ™ arai-pui -aH Xptirriii- iki i: Xj>uTrus 
iV ewe t'f.it'Xoi: jjiij)<l)iji' (S:'i'Ar,-.j( !•■ Kill tmiOfj !i-tp 'STuOfH rV ifti Tim oV'Am' rill/ 
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crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-Mock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness ; but unto thorn which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God." ' 

The Judaising teachers considered the doctrine of the Cross 
as a great obstacle in the way of the spread of Christianity. The 
apostle was of opinion that when the doctrine of the Cross was 
not received, Christianity was not received ; and that that doc- 
trine, opposed, as it is, to the pride and prejudices of men, is yet 
the divinely appointed and divinely adapted method ibr triumph- 
ing over that pride and these prejudices. It was the grand 
weapon of his warfare, and though not "carnal," he found it 
" mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-holds; 
casting down imaginations, and every high thing that, exalteth 
itself against, the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ." 2 

The Judaising teachers shrunk from suffering on account of 
the Cross. The apostle, on the contrary, would not purchase 
life at the price of denying, or even of concealing, this doctrine. 
On the contrary, he thought shame honour, and suffering hap- 
piness, in such a cause. "Neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God." 3 

But why did the apostle thus glory in the Cross of Christ. 1 
He saw, in the fact of the expiation of the sins of men by the 
death of the Son of God on the Cross, such a glorious display of 
the wisdom and power, the holiness and benignity, of the Divine 
character, as destroyed the native enmity of his own heart, quelled 
the jealousies of guilt, sweetly constrained him to love God, filled 
his mind with holy peace and joyful hope, delivered him from 
" the bondage of corruption," and brought him into " the glorious 
liberty of the children of God ;" and he was persuaded that what 
the Cross of Christ was to him it was calculated to be to every 
one of the children of Adam, who, like him, understood and be- 
lieved the truth respecting it. Therefore he gloried in the Cross 
—in Christ — in Christ crucified. 4 



1 1 Cor. i. 22-24. " 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. a Acts xx. 24. 

* " The apostle had reason to glory in the cross of Christ, had it been n 

mure Chan iiial his siitl'iTiiis: on the cross was Ids entrance into jdorv.. . 
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" The doctrine of the Cross," as has been finely remarked by 
John Glas, in his " Testimony on the King of Martyrs," one of 
the most, valuable theological treatises produced in this country 
during the eighteenth century — "The doctrine of the Cross is the 
distinguishing truth of Chrislhmity, whereby it is differenced from 
mere natural religion, and from all the religions of the world, that 
any may compete with it. All the parts of the Scriptural revela- 
tion depend on it, and are connected with it, so that, take away 
this truth out of the gospel, it will become another gospel, and the 
whole of the prophets and apostles will be utterly made of none 
effect as to eternal life and salvation. This truth is the great 
means whereby the power of God is put forth to save sinners 
and to subject them to him in his kingdom. It was by the 
revelation of Christ's righteousness in the gospel that Christ's 
kingdom was first set up and advanced in the world, and it was 
by the renewal of th:> great truth, after it had been bound under 
antichrist's reign, that the Lord began to " consume that wicked 
one." At the Reformation Luther said, " This article reigns in 
my heart, and with this the church stands or falls." Without 
this great truth all other means for promoting or defending the 
kingdom of Christ will lie altogether ineffectual : yea, on the 
contrary, serve to advance the kingdom of Satan, The strength 
of Christ's kingdom, and its safety, lies all in this truth. So 
they who would advance this kingdom in the world must hear it 
about with them in their hearts, in all their preaching, and in all 
their conversation in the ministry ; and truly this would be a 
spring of daily refreshment to themselves, and of great liberty 

cn-ekmslavuv iihich v. ill ivci^t) m'.ich ■•■r.'A: cv.-Ty Imo lover of.Tosns : so bim- 
■vlL' ;;ns to hi-, ili^uii'li.-. ' If w ]nii. : iL me. ye v,-..u;lil rejnicc because I e:o to 
the Father.' But there "was more, greatly more. The cross of Christ sets 
forth the great High Priest - oft'erins himself a sacrifice for the sins of the 
worj!,' ami by rh;i i one- s.ierilico lining v. hat :i'.' the Hjicrifccs o lie red iicninlm,; 
to the Ian" of Moses could never do : a sacrifice which had not. only the pro- 
mise of pardon, but of eternal life, annexed to it. liy the cross of Christ. 
the terms on which the trra.nl and promise of that life which was made to 
man were completely fulfilled, and the grant comes to its Tree as gr::ce itself. 
Co the cross, also, a throne of grace is erected, to which the worst of sinners 
may come, nut only with -afety. but 'villi the latest assignee of ^access, 
that they shall obtain ' mercy and grace to help in every time of need;' 
insomuch that the loast doubting or wavering is a shameful affront ofibvd 
to the faithfulness both of Cod. the promiscr, and his ever-blessed Son." — 
RlOOALTODS. 
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and boldness in all the labours of the gospel ministry, and in all 
the sufferings that attend it. 1 

In this glorying in the Cross of Christ, the apostle sets an 
example which should he followed by every Christian, and espe- 
cially by every Christian minister. Indeed, we are not Chris- 
tians at all, in the true sense of that word, if we are not glorying 
in the Cross — in the Cross alone — as the ground of our hope. It 
is to be feared that multitudes arc deceiving themselves on this 
all-important point. They say they are depending on Christ; 
but, in many cases, if they would but " examine themselves," 
they would find that they are depending on themselves. They 
expert pardon and salvation, not solely because Christ, the just 
One, died in the room of the unjust, but entirely, or in part, on 
the ground of their not being so bad as others, or of their re- 
pentance, their 1'efbriuatiou, their good intentions, their aim* deeds. 
U they think of the Cross as a ground of reliance at all, it is only 
as something to have recourse to in order to supply the deficiencies 
of other grounds of hope. This is not to glory in the Cross ; it 
is to do it foul dishonour. " Other foundation can no man lay, 
save that which is laid." From the beginning to the end of 
Christ's religion, the weight of our eternal hopes must rest solely 
on the Cross. 2 

1 Glas* Testimony of i.l»i Kinfi of Jfarlj/r^-. chap, iv. sect. iii. It may 
be an act of supererogation, but I cannot help taking this opportunity of 
earnestly recommending my readers to study » sermon on the passage under 
consideration by M'Lauhin, the greatest of our Scottish Theologians in 
which the glories of the Cross of Christ are exhibited with a depth of spi- 
riuml understanding and tiding, and a force of argument and eloquence 
seldom equalled, and still more seldom combined. The words of Au-:ii-t ino 
deserve to be quoted: — "Poterat apostolus gloriari in sapientia. Chrisl.i tt 
verum diceret; poterat in maji'siale, poi.evai in pole-state et verum diceret; 
eed dixit, In cbuoe. Ubi mumli philo^ophus orulniil ibi apostolus the- 
saurum reperit niijui gloriatur in Domino glorietur. Quo Domino? Christo 
crueiflxo. TJbi humilitas ibi majesfas. ubi ir.tinuiias ibi potest as, ubi mors 
ibi vita." — De Verbis Apost. Ser. xx. 

1 " Where should the guilty, who has lost 
Jehovah's favour by his sin, 
Find worth that he may safely trust, 
A righteousness to glory in ? 
" Behold the Cross! the blood divine 
That there for sinful man was spilt! 
Here's worth enough to glory in, 
Enough to cleanse the foulest guilt. 
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The example of the apostle deserves to be sedulously followed 
by the ministers of the gospel. Every Christian minister should 
himself be a Christian— should, for himself, as a poor, guilty 
hell-deserving sinner, glory in the Cross ; and if he does so, the 
Cross is sure to occupy its proper place in his public ministra- 
tions. It is thus only that he can be faithful to his Master — it 
is thus only that he can gain the great object of his ministry in 
making men good and happy. Let a man preach with the 
greatest ability and zeal everything in the Bible but the Cross, 
he shall, as to the great end of preaching, preach in vain. 
While, on the other hand, the honest preaching of the Cross — 
though in great weakness, and even when accompanied with 
great deficiencies as to a Ml declaration of the counsel of God 
on some other subjects — has usually been accompanied with the 
divine blessing. The doctrine of the atonement ought not to 
be the sole theme of the Christian ministry, but every doctrine, 
and every precept, of Christianity should be exhibited in their 
connection with this great master principle; and the leading 
object of the preacher should be to keep the mind and the heart 
of his hearers steadily fixed on Christ Jesus — Christ Jesus 
crucified. 

SECT. V. — THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE WORLD TO THE APOSTLE, 
AND OF THE APOSTLE TO THE WORLD, BY THE CROSS OF 
CHRIST. 

The influence which Paul's views of the Cross had on his 
views of the world, and the influence which his boastful mani- 
festation of these views of the Cross had on the views of the men 
of the world respecting him, are powerfully expressed in the close 
of the sentence, — " By whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world." lf 

It was because Paul gloried in the Cross of Christ that the 
world was crucified to him, and be to the world ; and it was 
because the Judaising teachers did not glory in the Cross of 

" When false foundations all are gone, 

Each lying refuge blown to air, 

The Cross remains our boast alone : 

The righteousness of God is there." — Glassite Hymn. 
1 Gal. vi. 14. f See Note F. 
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Christ that the world was not crucified to them, nor they to the 
world. 

The relative whicli connects the two parts of the verse, 1 may 
either refer to Christ, or to Christ's Cross. From the way in 
which our translators have rendered it, it is plain they referred it 
to Christ — "by whom," that is, by Christ. With a large proportion 
of the best interpreters, I think it more natural to refer it to the 
Cross of Christ, and would render it " by which." The apostle's 
declaration then is, by the Cross of Christ ! "the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world." Such is the con- 
struction of the passage : let us inquire into its meaning. 

" The world" 8 is a term that very often occurs in the New 
Testament in a somewhat peculiar sense. It designates present 
sensible things, viewed as exercising a malignant influence over 
the minds of men- — directly opposed to the influence which future 
and spiritual things should exert over them.* It includes in it 
the external frame of nature— mankind — and their institutions, 
honours, pleasures, and wealth — disgrace, pain, and poverty — all 
that originates in this material system, and interests us, as be- 
longing to it. It is plain that one man's world may be very 
different from another man's world. The world of the peasant 
and of the prince, of the theologian and of the statesman, of the 
Jew and of the Gentile, are very different worlds, hut they are 
composed of the same sort of elements ; and " the world" in 
each case means just the various earthly, external, influential 
objects, whether persons or things, objects or events, by whicli 
the individual is surrounded. 

In the passage before us, and in many others, these sensible 
present thing* are per-ionified, and termed " the world." Now, 
the apostle represents this ligurative personage as crucified " to 
him;" that is, in his estimation. It deserves notice that the 
Apostle Paul is peculiarly attached to the word " crucify." He 
often uses it, when another word would nearly at least have ex- 
d his idea, and when a person, whose mind and heart were less 



' By giving, aa a marginal rendering, " whereby," our version indicates the 
ambiguity of the original 3 ° noaftos- 

4 1 Cor. vii. 31, 33; 2 Cor. vii. 10; James iv. 4; 1 John ii. 15, 16. 

Tlicod nret's note is good: " noapov Si cudXtirt to @ibti*u 7rpayiiaTa, ■n/v 
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occupied with the cross, ajid Him who hung on it, would naturally 
have employed another term,— " Our old man is crucified;" 
"They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh;" and here, 
" The world is crucified to me, and I am crucified to the world." 
But what is the apostle's meaning when he says " the world " 
—that is, present sensible things, as possessing and exercising 
influence— is as a crucified person, in his estimation ? " The 
world," in the estimate formed of it by mankind in general, may 
be compared to a mighty prince, who has unlimited means of 
bestowing rewards and inflicting punishments, and whose favour, 
of course, it is of the highest importance to secure and retain. 
They conceive that happiness is to be found in present sensible 
things. To be rich and honourable, to have all the accommo- 
dation and pleasures of the present state, to enjoy tlie smiles of 
this potentate, is, in their estimation, to be happy. To be poor 
and despised, persecuted and afflicted, to be subjected to the 
frown of this potentate, is, in their estimation, to be miserable. 
This is the mode of thinking and feeling natural to man, and it 
was once the apostle's mode of thinking and feeling. He once 
counted worldly honour, and wealth, and pleasure, and power, 
gain ; but now, instead of viewing the world as a mighty poten- 
tate, he regarded it as a condemned malefactor nailed to a cross. 
He no longer looked to it for happiness ; lie no longer regarded 
it either with admiration or fear ; he no longer courted its smiles ; 
he no longer dreaded its frowns. The wealth, and honours, and 
pleasures of the world could not seduce him, nor all its varied 
evils terrify him into an abandonment of the Saviour or of his 
cause— make him renounce or even conceal one of his doctrines 

neglect one of his ordinances, or violate one of his laws. In 

his estimate, to do anything inconsistent with duty to his Lord, 
in compliance with " the course of this world," in order to attain 
its richest reward, or avoid its severest punishment, would be as 
absurd as if to procure a favourable glance from the eye of a 
worthless expiring felon on a cross, a person were to subject him- 
self to the displeasure of an accomplished and powerful sove- 
reign, who had every claim on his affections and allegiance. 1 

1 Erasmus happily expresses it, " Nee malis illius territor, ncc commodis 
titillor; nee odium metuo nee plausum moror; nee ignomiiiiam reformido 
nee gloriam affeelo." 
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The phrase probably intimates even something more than 
this. The apostle regarded " the world " viewed as maris idol ; 
(for " covetousness " — just another word for the supreme love of 
the world — " is idolatry,") — that from which he seeks for happi- 
ness,- — that which he substitutes in the room of God, and of his 
Son, with a species of horror similar to that with which a Jew 
regarded a crucified person — as oik; accursed of God. He shrunk 
back from the idea of making that which is the object of God's 
curse the object of his supreme affection. 

This complete revolution in the apostle's mode of thinking in 
reference to the world, was brought about by the Cross. It was 
by the cross of Christ that the world was crucified to him ; that 
is, ' It was the doctrine of the Cross, understood and believed by 
him, that led him into this way of thinking and feeling in refer- 
ence to the world.' 

How it did so it is not very difficult to explain. The death of 
the incarnate, only-begotten Son of God on a cross, in order to 
avert the miseries, and secure the happiness of eternity, is cal- 
culated so to impress the mind with the inconceivable import- 
ance of that eternity, as that the man brought under the "power 
of the world to come " is delivered from " the present evil world." 
Eveiy earth-born thing, in such a case, " grows dim and disap- 
pears — shrinks to a thing of nought." Besides, the doctrine of 
the Cross believed gives other and better sources of enjoyment, — 
it makes us acquainted with things far more to be desired than 
any worldly good, and things far more to be dreaded than any 
worldly evil ; and it necessarily leads us to view "the world" 
in the aspect in which all men naturally consider it, as our most 
dangcrou-i enemy, lending the mind away from God, and tend- 
ing to form us to a character directly the reverse of that which 
Christ died onthe cross for us to secure. 1 

But the apostle not only states that by the Cross " the world 
was crucified to him " but that by the Cross too " he was crucified 
to the world." Some interpreters consider these words as just a 
repetition of the same sentiment, under a different form of ex- 
pression. ' I am crucified in reference to the world. I regard 

1 " The apostle had commenced his epistle (chap. i. 4) by stating that 
Christ ' gave himself for the sins of his people, that he might deliver them 
from this present evil world;' and here, at the close, he shows how this was 
effected in his own experience, by : tlie cross.'" — Haldane (J. A.) 
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the world as a crucified person does; what are the riches, and 
honours, and pleasures of the world to one expiring on a cross ? 
I see the world in the light in which he sees it.' In their way 
of understanding the phrase, it is equivalent to, " dead to the 
world." 

But I am not disposed to think this the right mode of inter- 
pretation. There is plainly an antithesis ; and the two parts of 
it must be explained on similar principles. If the first means, 
'The world is as a crucified person in my estimation,' the second 
must mean, ' I am as a crucified person in the world's estima- 
tion.' 1 " The world," in the second clause, is not quite so exten- 
sive in its meaning as in the first. It plainly, from the nature 
of the case, refers to that part of " the world" which is intelli- 
gent — ' the men of the world.' To men of the world the apostle 
was a crucified person ; he was an object of contempt, of hatred, 
and even of horror. There was a time when he was highly 
esteemed by his unbelieving countrymen— his living world — as 
a man of talent and worth. But it was now far otherwise. They 
reckoned him a wicked fool — a mischievous madman. His Jew- 
ish brethren regarded him with peculiar terror as an apostate, 
and hated him nearly as intensely as they did his Lord ; 2 and 
the sentiments of the unbelieving Gentile world in reference to 
him were not materially different, —somewhat less of hatred — 
possibly somewhat more of contempt. What the apostle says 
generally of his apostolic brethren, was peculiarly applicable to 
himself: — " For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles 
last, as it were appointed to death : for we are made a spectacle 
unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for 
Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ: we are weak, but ye 
are strong : ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto 
this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place ; and labour, 
working with our own hands : being reviled, we bless ; being 
persecuted, we suffer it ; being defamed, we entreat : we are 

1 The first clause is equivalent to, ' Ego mundum damno ct cxecrationi 
habeo;' the second is equivalent to, ' Mundus vicissim me anathema et 
catharma reputat.' 

* The force of the two clauses is very well given by Bauer, in his 
Phil. Thv.cU. Paul, — " Ipse nil magni facit mundi, et mundus ipsum coii- 
temnit." 
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made as the filth of the world, and are the off-scouring of all 
things unto this day." 1 

And as the world was " crucified to the apostle by the cross 
of Christ." so " it, was by the cross of Christ that, he was crucified 
to the world." It was the mode of thinking, and feeling, and 
acting, to which the faith of the doctrine of the Cross naturally 
led, that made him the ohject of the contempt and dislike of 
worldly men. It was this that led him to the hold avowal of the 
hated doctrine oi'tlie Cross, and of the doctrines connected with 
if, equally disliked by the worldly ; and to that course of active 
endeavours to overthrow the power of the world over the mind 
and heart of men, wbich formed the business of his life. 

The object of the apostle in making these statements is plain. 
It is as if he had said, ' Your Judaisms' teachers wish to keep 
well with the world ; hut all this is over, completely over, with 
me. Through the Cross, what is the object of their admiration 
and fear, as it was once of mine, is the object of my dislike and 
contempt ; and indeed it were needless for me to attempt to court 
the world's favour, for I know that, through the Cross, I am be- 
come an object of its contempt and execration. Rut in the Cross 
I have infinitely more than the world ever gave me — ever could 
give me, — infinitely more even than I ever expected from it ; 
and I have also what far more than compensates for its contempt 
and hatred. I glory in the Cross. God forbid that I should not 
glory in it, and God forbid that I should glory in anything else.' 

What the apostle here expresses is not a sentiment and ex- 
perience peculiar to him as an apostle, it is a conviction and 
feeling common to him with all in Christ. His declaration ought 
to be employed for the purposes of self-inquiry. Is the world 
(Tiicilied to us Ijv the Cross of Christ, and are we by that Cross 
crucified to the world ? We all naturally love and serve the world. 
In some of its forms it is the great subject of thought, — the great 
object of affection. True faith in the Cross, and in Him who 
hung on it, crucifies the world to us, and makes us cease to love 
and serve it. " This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." Men, to whom the world is not crucified, are 
certainly not believers; and men professing Christianity, who 
are not " crucified to the world" — men whom the world loves 
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and honours, — have cause to stand in doubt of themselves. 
Where the Gross holds the place in the heart which it did in 
the apostle's, and exercises the influence over the character and 
conduct it did in him, it will be equally clear that the world is 
crucified to the individual, and he to the world. 

Christians do not need to be greatly concerned though " they 
are crucified to the world," — though the world should strongly 
dislike them, and very clearly show its dislike. Its smiles are 
more formidable to their best interests than its frowns. It is not 
wise to provoke unnecessarily the ill-will even of the most de- 
cidedly worldly— this is fitted to do nothing but mischief; but 
Christians should do nothing inconsistent with their professed 
attachment to the Cross of Christ to secure the favour of the 
world. Either course of conduct throws obstacles in the way of 
their doing duty to the world, which is, to endeavour to save it 
from itself. They ought especially to be desirous to have the 
world every day more crucified to them — to be every day more 
and more delivered from its demoralising influence; and they 
must never forget that it is the Cross which is the grand means 
of emancipation from the world's power. The thought — Christ 
the Son of God — "the just One died in the room of the unjust," 
for our sins, to deliver us from " the present evil world " — clearly 
apprehended, firmly believed — ought ever to he present to the 
mind. " Forasmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh " 
— let us arm ourselves with this thought, — " He that hath suf- 
fered in the flesh is free from sin, that we no longer live the rest 
of our time in the flesh, to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God." It is the grace of God, manifested in the Cross of Christ, 
that effectually leaches to " deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly ; and to look for the 
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

SECT. VI. — THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY AGAIN STATED.S 

The apostle now, in this Postscript, repeats substantially, as 
of supreme importance, a statement which he had already made 
more than once in a former part of the epistle. 1 This double 

I See Note G. l Gal. iii. 28 ; v. 6. 
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repetition strongly marks at once his sense of the intrinsic value 
of the principle, and his conviction that the Galatians very much 
needed to have their attention directed to it. " For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircum- 
cision, but a new creature." 1 

The first tiling requiring attention here, is the connection be- 
tween this and the preceding statements, indicated'hy the particle 
" for." a I apprehend the following is the apostle's train of 
thought : — ' I do not glory in Jewish peculiarities, such as cir- 
cumcision, for I know that in Christianity these are of no avail ; 
but I do glory in the Cross of Christ, through which that radical 
spiritual change is effected, which is all in all in Christianity. 
These Judaising teachers, calling themselves Christians, are a 
most inconsistent set of men. They glory in what has nothing 
to do with Christianity, and are ashamed of what is its very 
essence. I act a more consistent part : I care nothing for what 
I know to be nothing in Christ's estimation ; I care much for. 
what I know to be everything in his estimation. " For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor un circumcision, 
but a new creature." ' 

The phrase, " in Christ Jesus," may cither be considered as 
signifying ' under Jesus Christ '—that is, under the New Testa- 
ment economy; or it may be viewed as an elliptical expression, 
equivalent to " to the being in Jesus Christ," — that is, to the being 
a true Christian, so related to Christ, as to be treated as if we 
had done what He did, suffered what He suffered, and deserved 
what He deserved, — so as to obtain a participation in all the 
blessings of his salvation, — so as to be partakers with Him of the 
divine special favour ; of the Spirit of truth, holiness, and consola- 
tion, which dwells in Him without measure ; and of all the dig- 
nities, immunities^ and delights of the children of the Lord God 
Almighty, whose only-begotten He is, yet " the first-born among 
many brethren." It does not matter much which of the two 
views you take ; both express important truth, and both express 
truths quite appropriate to the apostle's object. We are rather 
inclined to consider the first as exhibiting the apostle's meaning ; 
under Christ, as opposed to under Moses, " neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor 

' Gal. vi. 15. 
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The term rendered "availeth"' seems a false reading. The 
idea plainly is, ' Neither circumcision nor un circumcision is any 
recommendation to a man under tile Christian dispensation. The 
proper signification of both phrases- — " availeth," and " is" — is 
to have force, to be of importance, whether of a favourable or 
unfavourable kind. Under the law circumcision was something 
— it " availed," or was of force. It never secured salvation, but 
it opened the way to the possession of numerous important privi- 
leges ; and, on the other hand, uncircumcision precluded the 
enjoyment of these privileges. A Gentile, on being circumcised, 
was admitted to the participation in all the external privileges 
of the chosen nation ; and, on the other hand, a Jew, a descend- 
ant from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, if he did not submit to 
circumcision, was cast off from the people of the Lord, and had 
no more interest than an uncircumcised Gentile in the blessing 
of the natural covenant. But under Christ it is otherwise : cir- 
cumcision is nothing ; it has no force in introducing a man into 
the enjoyment of its privileges: iincirciinicision has no force in 
excluding him from them. Submitting to the initiatory rite of 
Judaism has nothing to do with Christianity. He that has sub- 
mitted to it is not on that account the nearer the enjoyment of 
the blessings Christianity promises : he that has not submitted 
to it is not on that account the farther from the enjoyment of 
these blessings. The circumcised and the uncircumcised stand, 
in reference to them, on the same level. 

The words that follow — " but a new creature" 2 — are equiva^ 
lent to, * But in Christ Jesus a new creature, or creation, is 
something — a new creature availeth.' 

But what arc we to understand by this " new creature," or 
new creation, which exists and avails in Christ Jesus ? In the 
passage which is often quoted as parallel to that now before us, 
" If any man be in Clirist, he is a new creature" 3 - — or, there is 



1 «r™>, not Itrxvii, seems the genuine reading, and is placed in the text bj 
Griesbach, Seholz, Lachmann, and Tischendorf. ktxytt seems to have been 
borrowed from chap. v. 6, where it is the undoubted reading. 

1 Kaivrj Krurir. " The translation we have of these words is by much too 
weak to express their meaning. ' A new creature' docs indeed suppose ' a 
new creation.'"— Eiccaltodn. "A new creation" leads the mind more 
direct!} i.o the supernatural character of the change whereby a man becomes 
a Christian. » 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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a new creation,— it is probable that "new creation" describes the 
whole change which takes place when a man becomes a Christian, 
— the change of state, as well as the change of disposition, — the 
change of relation, as well as the change of character. It intimates 
not only that, when a man becomes a Christian, lie becomes a 
new man, but that he comes into a new world. " Old things pass 
away, and all things become new." But, in the passage before 
us, it seems restricted to the change of character. The new 
creature, or creation, is but a figurative phrase for " faith that 
worketh by love." 1 It is that new mode of thinking and feeling 
which, growing out of the faith of the truth respecting the Cross 
of Christ— produced by the Holy Spirit, and manifesting itself in 
love and its fruits,— constitutes the essence of true Christianity, 
and, as the apostle says, crucifies the world to a man, and him 
to the world. The new creature is not a new soul, nor is it the 
addition of new faculties to the old soul— far less is it a portion 
of the Divine essence somehow or other amalgamated with the 
human spirit ; but it is a new way of thinking, of feeling, and 
of acting— a new system of sentiments, affections, and habits, 
all of them the work of the Holy Spirit, growing out of the faith 
of the truth, which he produces in the soul, — " faith working 
by love." 

This is something— this, and nothing else, avails in Christ 
Jesus. A man, though circumcised, if he is not a " new crea- 
ture," has neither lot nor part in the matter of true Christianity. 
A man, though un circumcised, if he is a " new creature," is, 
in all the emphasis of the word, a Christian ; he is one with 
lite Seed, in reference to whom the promise was made, — identi- 
fied with Christ,—" an heir of God— a joint-heir with Jesus 
Christ." 

The great principle here taught by the apostle, though, ac- 
cording to the wisdom given to him, taught with a peculiar 
reference to those whom he was immediately^addressing, is, that 
true Christianity does not consist in anything merely external, 
but in the state of the " hidden man " of the mind and heart. 
Nothing merely external can make a man a Christian. He may 
be baptised, but the washing of water is not " the washing of re- 
generation, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost." 2 He may 
1 Gal. v. 6. 
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3 the Lord's Supper, but eating bread and drinking wine, 
" not discerning the Lord's body," is not " the communion of the 
body and blood of Christ." He may attend the public ordinances 
of religion, but all this may only be bodily service, lie may give 
much alms, and say many prayers, but all this may be to be seen 
of men. He may do many tilings commended by Christ, but 
his motives may be dangerously defective or fatally wrong. 
Nothing will suffice but the new creation — the mind and the 
heart transformed by divine truth regarding the Cross of Christ, 
made effectual by divine influence. 

It is lamentable to think how often religion is placed in what 
has nothing to do with true Christianity, — in counting beads, 
and doing penance, and going on pilgrimages, — in wearing a 
particular dress, or speaking a peculiar dialect ; and it is almost 
equally lamentable that, among those who are somewhat better 
informed, it is often pla.ced in what, at best, is merely the ex- 
pression of real religion, and which, of course, where the reality 
is wanting, is mere show and hypocrisy- -nothing, or worse than 
nothing. It is not connection with religious parents — it is not 
membership in the purest, church in the world — it is not the ob- 
servance of external ordinances — it is not the most decorous 
course of general conduct, which makes (.lie true Christian. It 
is the renewed mind and heart, and the transformation of char- 
acter, which the renewed mind and heart produce. 

" The word of the truth of the gospel " is the instrument by 
which alone, under the iitfluehce of the Spirit, the character 
connected with salvation — the character necessaiy to make a 
person capable of enjoying the bles.-dno-s of the Christian salva- 
tion — is formed. It is this which gives such transcendent im- 
portance to the gospel, and to the faith of the gospel. Some 
seem to think that there is a way of faith leading to heaven 
distinct from that of holiness. But the way of faith and holi- 
ness is the same way. It is by believing that we become holy: 
and if we are not holy, it is the strongest of all evidences that we 
do not believe. It is a lamentable mistake to suppose that some- 
thing called faith may be a substitute for spiritual practical 
religion— for a life of principled obedience and submission to the 
will of God. In believing we obtain a new mind; and if we 
have obtained this new mind, we must, according to its measure, 
be transformed : so closely connected are " the faith which work- 
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eth by love" of chap. v. 6, and "the new creature" of the verse 
before us. 



SECT. VII. — THE APOSTLE'S PRATER FOR ALL WHO POSSES THE 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY, AND ACT ON IT. 

On all who act on this principle, the apostle implores every 
heavenly and spiritual blessing, acknowledging them, and them 
only, as the true people of God. " And as many as walk ' ac- 
cording to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the 
Israel of God." 2 

These words contain the statement of a principle which the 
apostle obviously considered of cardinal importance, and the 
expression of a kind wish in reference to all who regulate them- 
selves by this principle as their rule. Let us attend to these in 
their order ; and first, of the apostle's principle. 

It has been supposed by many good interpreters that there is 
only one class of persons spoken of by the apostle, that they who 
"walk by this rule," and "the Israel of God," are but different 
descriptions of the same class of individuals. They consider the 
particle., "and," as equivalent to, "even." There can be no doubt 
that the particle is used in this way, 1 Cor. iii. 5, and elsewhere : 
at the same time, it is not a common use of it. We apprehend 
that the apostle refers to two classes of persons ; that the first 
application refers to teachers of Christianity, and the second to 
private Christians. 

The "rule" 3 is obviously the principle laid down in the pre- 
ceding verse; and to "walk" by that rule, is to regulate their 
conduct according to this principle. The teachers of Christianity 
who walk by this rule are those who not only boldly avow it, but 
who, in receiving persons into the fellowship of the Christian 
church, will be satisfied with nothing short of, and require nothing 
more than, credible evidence of the new creation— a credible 



1 aroixr)trovirii>. " Ita incedere, ut recta serie et ordine progrediantur, 
Ulud est <rroix*iv" — Raikoluus, ap. Beza. 

5 Gal. v. 16. 

a It deserves notice, merely as a specimen of what fantastic exegesis some 
learned men will occasionally adopt, that De Rhoer interprets the word 
nuwv of Jesus Christ. — Ferite Daventrienses, p. 119. im Kasovi — koto tui> 
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profession of the " faith that worketh by love." The Judaising 
teachers did not walk by this rule. A worldly, immoral man, if 
he would but submit to circumcision, they were ready to acknow- 
ledge as ;i disciple ; and an enlightened, conscientious Christian, 
if he would not submit to circumcision, they were disposed to 
exclude from their fellowship. To such persons the apostle 
wonld not bid God speed, though he did pray " that God would 
give them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth;" but 
on all who walked by the rule, " In Christ Jesus there is neither 
circumcision nor unclreumcision, hut a new creature/' he invoked 
" peace and mercy," that is, every blessing. 

And he invoked these blessings, not only on them, but also on 
" the Israel of God," 1 that is, the spiritual Israel in opposition 
to the carnal Israel. 5 " Ye," says the apostle, speaking to the 
believing Galatians, "Ye are the seed of Abraham, and heirs 
according to the promise." " "We," says he to the Philippians 
—we, that is, believers, whether Jews or Gentiles—" We are 
the circumcision which worship God in the Spirit." ! Paul had 
a strong affection for his unbelieving brethren, Israel after the 
flesh, and " his heart's desire and prayer to God for them was, 
that they might be saved." 4 But he regarded the Israel of God 
with an affection of a peculiar kind. They were his " brethren 
in the Lord ;" it mattered not to him whether they were Jews 
or Gentiles. By faith they had become the Israel of God — God's 
spiritual people — and for them he supplicates all heavenly and 



spiritual blessings. Let us 
our disapprobation of all who ei 
which Christ never made, or d 



tate the apostle. Let us show 

ike terms of communion 

ispense with those terms which 



He has made. The two things commonly go together. Let u 
walk by this rule. Let us cordially love and earnestly pray for 
all who walk by it, whether they follow with us or not ; and let 
our kind regards be as extended as those of our Lord and his 
apostles— let them reach to all the Israel of God. 

1 " IirpnijXiTijtui' yap t6 aktjStvuv, mtvpaTucoti, ml 'liwSa ytvost khi 'itiK&li, 
Kat Io-aaJc, Kni Afipaap, toO (b aKpofiixnia sVi rfj jriWei (i(ipnipij#OTOf !mo 

ol Sia rovrov mavpiodivros X/jhttoO t£> Otiu TrpoaaxSinns." — Just. Mart. 
Dial, cum Tri/ph. It is remarkable that two such learned and judicious 
interpreters as Bengel and Moms (S. F. N.) should refer this phrase to the 
Jews, " Israel Kara rrapKa" 

3 6 'JapaljX Kori, ffdptro— 1 Cor. x. 18. ! Phil. iii. 3. ' Rom. x, 1, 
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SECT. VIII.— AN INJUNCTION TO CEASE TO HARASS THE 
APOSTLE, AS HE HAD BEEN HARASSED BY THE JUDAISEKS 
AND THEIR FOLLOWERS. 

The epistle now draws to a conclusion. The apostle makes a 
request, or rather issues forth a command, that he should no 
more he teased and harassed, as he had been, by these Judaisiug 
teachers in Galatia, and assigns a very good reason for this. 
" From henceforth 1 let no man trouble 9 me : for I bear 3 in my 
body the marks 4 of the Lord Jesus." 5 

The words have received two interpretations. They have been 
viewed as signifying, ' Let no man professing to be a Christian 
act the part of these Judaisers, in disturbing and harassing my 
mind : I am exposed, in the cause of Jesus Christ, to suffering 
enough already : let him look at the marks I bear in my body 
of suffering sustained in the common cause, and let him not 
heap up sorrow upon sorrow upon me.' Others consider them 
as meaning, ' Let nohody, after this clear statement of my views 
and determination, trouble me by seeking my sanction to Juda- 
ising principles or practices : I am a Christian — a thorough 
Christian : the marks which I bear in my body of the sufferings 
I have undergone in defence of the Cross, the grand peculiarity 
of Christianity as opposed to Judaism, are like the signs im- 
pressed on the bodies of priests to mark them as the property 
of their deities, or on slaves to mark them as the property of 
their master: these are evidences that I have taken up my 

.' tov XomtoSj sup. xp° ve ">- The complete phrase is anil r. A. tt. 
'* kuttuvs Ttiipexftv, • to give trouble.' Matth. xxvi. 10; Luke xi. T. 
' " Out (h( « c X a, aUd |3otto£» fflcnrsp Tt rpoirauw 7 tnnuiav /3(htiAumk 
tail rovroit cvaj3pivo)tai." — Theofhylact. 

* " tq tTTiyiiara t. K. L Opponuntur stigmata in corpore note circum- 

ciaionis."— Bengel. * G-al. vi. 17. 

" trriypina, equivalent to undimaTa tov Xptvrov, 2 Cor. i. 5; Tip vtKptooiw 
■rod Kvpiov 'Ijjo-uu, 2 Cor. iv. 10 ; K&rovs, n\ n ds, ipv\a K di, Aw-iVour, 2 Cor. 
li. 23. Prudentius describes the practice referred tor — 
" Quod cum sacrandus aecipit sphragitidas 
Acus minutas in<rerunt fornacibus ; 
His membra pergunt urorc, lit que iguiverint, 
Quamcunque partem corporis fervens not a 
Stigmarit, banc sdbi consi'n-atum prscdicanl." 

— ntpi Snip. Hjmn. x. 1070-80. 
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ground, and that my mottoes are, " Clirist, and Him crucified." 
" None but Clirist — none but Christ." " Christ is all, and in 
all."' The latter appears to me the more probable meaning. 
A third mode of interpretation has suggested itself to me, as not 
without plausibility : ' Let those who harass me take care what 
they are about. They need fear nothing from me ; but I have 
a powerful Master : I am his property, and bear his mark on 
me. He will take care of me, and He will not suffer those who 
abuse his property to pass unpunished.' 

Every Christian, and especially every Christian minister, will 
find it highly advantageous to imitate the apostle in his de- 
cision on such points. There is nothing ultimately gained by 
seeming to " halt between two opinions" in such matters. 1 
Decision commands respect, even when exciting hatred and fear. 



1 Dr Pale/s note on this verse, in connection with chap. iv. 29, v. 11, 
deserves to be quoted : — " From these several texts, it is apparent that the 
persecutions which our apostle had undergone were from the hands, or by 
ilie !;i-tii;-:i.l:im, of the .Tews: that it was not liir preaching Chrir-iiatiil y in 
opposition to heathenism, but it was for preaching it as distinct from Judaism, 
that he had brought upon himself the sufferings which had attended his 
ministry. And this representation perfectly coincides with that which results 
from the detail of St Paul's history, as delivered in the Acts. At Antioch 
in I'iwiiiiii, the ' word of the Lord was published throughout all the region ; 
but the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief 
men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and 
expelled them out of their coasts.' (Acts xiii. 49, 50.) Not long after, at 
Iconium, ' a great multitude of the Jews and also of the Creeks believed; 
but the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentile-, and made their minds evil 
affected against the brethren. (Acts xiv. 1, 2.) At Lystra, ' there came 
certain Jews from Antiocb and Jt'omum, who persuaded the people, and, 
having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.' 
(Acts xiv. 19.) The same enmity, and from the same quarter, our uini-t'e 
experienced in Greece. At Thessalonica, ' some of them (the Jews) believed, 
and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multi- 
tude, and of the chief women not a few. But the Jews which believed not, 
moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and 
gathered a company, and set all the city in an uproar, and annulled the 
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.' (Acts xvii. 
4, 5.) Their persecutors follow them to Berea. ' When the Jews of Thes- 
salonica had knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, 
they came thither also, and stirred up the people.' (Acts xvii. 13.) And 
lastly, at Corinth, ' when Gallio was deputy of Achaia, the Jews made 
insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judg- 
ment seat.' " Erasmus' paraphrase of J3«<ttiiCib k. t. \. is beautiful. Whether 
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The apostle exemplified his own precept, " Let no man despise 
thee." J 



SECT. IX. — CONCLUDING BENEDICTION. 

The epistle closes, according to the apostle's custom, with a 
solemn benediction. " Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. Amen." 2 " The grace 5 of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" is just the favour or kindness of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To possess this is an inconceivable blessing. To be the 
objects of the kind regards of one so excellent, so amiable, so kind, 
so wise, so faithful, who can estimate the value of this? It was 
the apostle's wish that the Galatian Christians might every day 
enjoy new proofs of this unaltered, unalterable love. 

He does not pray simply that " the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be witli them," but that it may be with their "spirit." 
The leading object of the whole epistle is to withdraw them more 
from external things, and fix them on things spiritual : and such 
a prayer is a most appropriate conclusion. May you have tokens 
of the Saviour's kindness in his blessing you with " all heavenly 
and spiritual blessings" — in his making you more and more holy, 
and thus more and more happy — making you grow in knowledge, 
and faith, and comfort, and holiness. "Amen." So may it be ; 
so shall it be. Thus does the apostle conclude tins admirable 
epistle, and show us, by his example, what it is to " do all things 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
by him." 

The illustration of this epistle is now concluded, and nothing 



he does not rather put the sentiment into the words, than draw it out of 
them, would, however, admit of a question : — " Tantum cnim abest ut ab 
KviiriguliiMi vyriUte probris ullis aut afflictionibi!" {.rutinii divclli ut igno- 
miiiijiin oh Christum inustam mibi ut carceres ut virgas ut vincula et lapi- 
diitioiiLH ca?leraque mala quie pro Christ o nomine perpessus sura, ceu notas 
stiu-timtuquo J)oijri:ii mid .Ip.-iiis Cliri-ti moeu:u uhique oircunifi-rjnn in cfirpnre 
meo veluti trophsea quauLiio ns: emails ac gloria: raihi (iutens quod qu;i luvl 
imitari merear Christ i (.tucmii quani priedico." 

'Tit. ii. 4. "Gal. ti. 18. 

* It is of little moment whether by this " grace" we understand that free 
love and favour which He always bears in his heart to all that believe in his 
name, or all that kindness— all those heavenly ami spiritual blessings — in the 
communication of which He manifests this love, this free favour. 

2 b 
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s but the improvement which ought to he made, and the 
account which must be given. God requires the things which 
are past, and so should we. Let me request my readers seriously 
to review the whole epistle— let them ask themselves, ' Do we 
understand it better, and do we feel more powerfully the sancti- 
fying and consoling influence of the doctrines winch it unfolds ^ 
Have we, in the course of studying this very precious portion of the 
volume of inspiration, become more decidedly, more thoroughly 
spiritual 1 Have we seen more distinctly that the finished work 
of the Saviour is the only ground of our hope— that the faith of 
the truth is the only instrument of our justification, the principal 
means of our sanctification— that the Holy Spirit is the grand 
agent who works in us both to will and to do 1 And are we in 
consequence of thus depending more entirely and confidently on 
the Saviour, believing more implicitly the truth as it is in him, 
and seeking with greater earnestness that Holy Spirit who is 
promised to all who ask him ? ' If it be so, even in one instance, 
the author's labour has not been lost ; should it be so in many 
instances, he has received " a full reward," and the church of 
God may another day reap a rich benefit. 1 



In the " textus reccptus" followed by our translators, the fol- 
lowing note is added to the epistle, " Unto the Galatians, written 

1 The prayer with which Parcus closes his course of Lectures on this 
Epistle is so appropriate and excellent, that \te give it a place here : '■ Gratias 
t.ibi clt'iiicntissinie Pater, a-imiis to to jieclorc, quod ad divinksimani hanc 

apostob f ui epislo'.am iutdii-i'tidam et enarrandam cai-VmosaK mentes nostras 
Spiritiis tui radiis illustraveris, tempusque et vires dederis ut cceptiun ejus 
Interprd.ationem ad finem usque feliciter perducere potuermms. Invocamus 
te porro supplier, insi-ribe, oljs:»iiii eodera npiritu tun doelrinam audi tarn 
cordibus nosh-is, ut vires et opera nostra, nosque ipsos ultro abneua:itcs. 
omr.ci:i iuHUtiiiii). vilnni, ssil-.ilnsi i;nstram liim m-i in cnu'e u;ii£emti l''i::i tin 
per fidem quseriiiuus: qui f actus pro nobis cxecratio, lit tios ab CM^'rat-iine 
et srrviude leuis liberiit.i- promi-sa lii'ticdiciiiiiie diiTiiiri':, inque libcrnitem 
fiborum Dei transmit teret. Da etiam ut in libertate quam Cbrislus iilius 
tuus sanp;iiL!ie suo ;in!i!H acquisivit, bnui.UT pirsteiiius, net' ju;;o nnliqua.' legis 
rut huinauarum traditionum denuo nos implieari sinamus: opera insuper 
caniisfriictilicautia in interitum, summo studio i'uLnamus. et fructus Spiritus 
tibi pUiceutcN pi;r;)«uoK feramus : denique secundum canonem hmic aposl.oli- 
cuns'proride iiieeiiontes pacem et iriisericnrdisuii srriijiLimiam coiiscquaiuur 
in Cin-isto Jesu : cui tecum et cum Spiritu tuo Sane to sit benedictio et gloria 
et honor et robur in seciila. Amen." 
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from Koine." ' Those hypographs subjoined to the epistles 
express merely the opinions entertained by the transcribers 
who added them, 110 man can tell when or where; and are 
of value just so far as they can be supported by evidence. We 
have seen 2 that it is not at all probable that the statement 
made here is correct ; and that from whatever place the epistle 
was written, it is all but certain that it was not from Eome. 
"The copiers," says Dr Wall, "could not have pitched on a 
more unlikely place ; a place where St Paul had never been : 
nor did he go thither for several years after this. There is, in- 
deed, no certain character of time or place found in it. But as 
his last being in Galatia was but a little before this time, and he 
rebukes them for being so soon gone off from the principles he 
had taught them, and because Ephesus was the first place he 
settled at after he left them, Usher, Pearson, etc. conclude that 
it was written from thence not long after his settling there." 3 

1 wpos ToXotos ('ypeidij? otto 'Paijirjs. There is n jjve;tt i-ariely in the Codd, 
rcspectinc: (his subscription. The Coptic version adds &a Tirou, anil the 
Arabia Sia TiVou Ko't Aovxii. 

- Prolegomena, pp. 5, tj. 

3 Critical Notes on 1.1' i\v»' Trvf'iment, pp. 173. 174. 
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CALVIN'S EXPOSITION OF GAL. IV. 1-7. 

"Quidam accommodant simlliludinem ad unumquenque hominem : 
quum Paulus de duobus populis loquatur. Faleor quidetn verum 
esse quod dicunt . : sed nihil ad praise tile in locum. Electi, inquiunt, 
tametsi filii Dei sunt ab utero, donee tamen fide in libertalis pos- 
sessionem veni.'int, sub lege mancm, servis similes ; eognito autem 
Christo hoc genere tutel* non amplius indigent. Ut hoc totura con- 
cedum, nego hie Paulum de singulis hominibus tractare: nego eum 
distinguere inter tempus i n fide li talis et vocation is ad fidem. Scd de hoc 
disputul, Quum una sit ecclesia Dei qui fit ut diversa sit nostra et 
Israelitarum conditio? Quum fide simus liberi qui fit ut illi qui 
communem nobiscum fidera habuerunt ejusdem nobiscum libertatis 
compotes non fuerint ? Quum ex asquo simus omnes filii Dei, qui fit ut 
a jugo quod coacti sunt portare, simus hodie immunes? De his enim 
controversia et certamen erat; non autem qualiter lex unicuique 
nostrum dominetur, ante quam per fidem liberemur ab ejus servitute. 
Sit ergo ante omnia hoc constitutum, PauJum hie ecclesiam Israeliti- 
cam, qua; sub Vctcri Tes tamen to full, conferre cum ecclesia Christiana: 
ut inde pateat quod inter nos conveniat, et quod alii ab aliis differamus. 
Ha;c comparatio uberrimam doctrinam continet, atque imprimis utilem. 
Pri-mo. hinc colligimus, ejusdem hasreditatis spom fuisse patribus sub 
Veteri Testamento, quam hodie habemus, quia ejusdem adoptionis par- 
ticipes fnerunt ; et non ad eos minus quam ad nos pertinere spirit ufilcm 
litiiii'dieiioneiii Abnilnr: promi^'im. Scciiado, colliniiiiu;' in externa ser- 
vitnte niliilo minus liljeras fuisse ipsorum. eonseiciitius : neque enim 
Mosem, Danielem, pios omnes reges, saccrdotes, et prophctas, et totum 
Chorum fidelium impediebat adstrictio servanda: legis, quin spiritu 
eesent liberi. Ergo jugum legis ita liumeris portabant, ut libero 
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intorea spiiitu l)eum eolerent: prassertim vere de gratuita potatorum 
remissione edocti, oonsoientia.s haberont a pecati et mortis tyrannide 
solutas. Inde constituendum est, eandem semper fuissc doctrinam, et 
vera fidei imitate nobi^cum I'uisse coajunetos : unius etiam Media I oris 
fiducia nobiseum (retos, Dcnm l'atreni invoeasse, ct cod cm Spirit n 
fuisse gnbernatos. His omnibus consent; men in csl. discrimen inter 
nos et vcteres patres won in substantia esse, sed in aecideuddibus : 
Nam q«ie pracipua sunt in Testament.o vel f.cdere, in iis eonvenimus: 
ca.Teruonia: et totum illud regimen in qnilnis diiferimus, sunt quasi 
access! ones. Pr.Tt.crea observatum est, tempus illud Suisse ecelesi;i: 
pueritiam : nunc rero a Christi adventu ecclesiam adotevisse, ut sit 
quodammodo in astate virili. Clara enim sunt Paul! verba : sed hie 
diflieullas oritur, quia vii.lclur purum sibi conslare. "Nam ad Kphcsios, 
cap. iv. 13, hortatur nos ad quotidianos processus, " donee perveni- 
amus in a; tat em adultam et mensuram plenitudinis ;" et ad Corinthios 
priorc Kpistola, commemorat " se lac potum illis, utpote, puerip, dedissc ; 
quia solidi cibi non erant eapaces;" et paulo post conferet Galatas 
int'antiluis. Respondeo, illtc agi de singulis hominibus et privata 
cujusque fide: hie vero in universum de duobus corporibus, non habita 
person a.rum ratio no. Hu:c ivsponsio pertinebit etiam ad sol vend am 
multo majorem diiiieullatcm. Videmus enim quara incomparabiles 
fuerit Abralia; tides, quanta luce intelligent! ;» polluerint sancti pro- 
phetic. Qua ergo tVonte audebimus nos pra: iliis jactare viros? annon 
potius illi heroes, nos pueri? Ut de. nobis taceamus, qnis inter Galatas 
repertus fuissct par uni ex illis cuilibet? Verum hie, quemadmodum 
jam dixi, non tractatur de singulis personis, sed universalis utriusque 
|iopuli conditio descrihitur. Instruct! tunc fuerunt amplioribus donis 
quidam : sed pauci fuerunt, non totum corpus: deinde ut multi fuerunt, 
non respieiendum quales intus fuerint, sed qualis fuerit in illi; uuber- 
nandis Dei teconomia. Constat autem fuisse ptedagogiam hoc est 
disciplinam puerilcm. Ilodic autein quid? Euptis illi* yineulis, jam 
liberalius ecclesiam suam Deus regit, nee sub tarn arcta custodia tenet ; 
quauquam obiter simul notandum, quamlibet eximia inteliijreiitia 
donati fuerint, illam tarn en rcsipuisse naUiram t em pons, ut in 
rovelalione quam habebant, esset semper illiquid instar nubis suh- 
obscurum. Unde illud Christi, " Beati oculi qui vident qute videtis : 
mull i reges et proplieta' optarunl videre eadem ncc viderunt." Nunc 
tenemus qualiter pnelerumur iis qui longe nobis fuerunt excellentiores: 
neque enim id tribuitur personis: sed totum pendet ex leeonomia 
divini regiminis." 

" Some apply the comparison to the ease of any man whatever, 
whereas Paul is speaking of two nations. What they say, I ae- 
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knowledge, is true; but it has nothing to do with the present pas- 
sage. The elect, though they are the children of God from the 
wornb, yet until by faith they come to the possession of freedom, 
remain like slaves under the law; but from the time that they 
have known Christ they no longer require this kind of lutelage. 
Granting all this, 1 deny that Paul here treats of individuals, or draws 
a disii Million between the time of unbelief' and the calling by faith. 
The matters in dispute were these : Since the church of God is (iiiii, 
how comes it that our condition is different from that of the Israelites'; 
Since we are free by faith, how comes it that they, who had faith in 
common with us, were not partakers with us of the same freedom? 
Since we are all eipially the children of God, how conies it that we 
ai this day an 1 exempt from a yoke which ihey were forced to bear? 
On these points the controversy turned, and not on the manner in 
which the law reigns over each of us before we are freed by faith 
from its slavery. Let this point be first of all settled, that Paul here 
compares the Israelilish church, which existed under the Old Testa- 
ment, with the Christian church, that thus we may perceive in -what 
points we agree, and in what we differ. This comparison furnishes 
most abundant and most profitable instruction. 

" First, we learn from it that our hope at the present day, and that 
of the lathers under the Old Testament, have been directed to the 
same inheritance ; for they were partakers of the same adoption. 
According to the dreams of some fanatics, and of Servetus among 
others, fhe fathers were, divinely elected for the sole purpose of pre- 
figuring to us a people of God. Paul, on the other hand, contends 
that they were elected in order to be together with us the children of 
God ; and particularly attests, that to them, not less than to us, bo- 
longed the spiritual blessing promised to Abraham. Secondly, we 
learn that, notwithstanding of their outward slavery, their enn-iences 
were still free. The ' hard bondage' : of the law did not hinder 
Moses and Daniel, the pious kings, priests, and pruphets, and the 
whole company of believers, from being free in spirit. They bore 
the yoke of the law upon their shoulders, but with a free spirit they 
worshipped God. More particularly, having been instructed con- 
cerning tiie tree pardon of sin. their consciences were delivered from 
the tyranny of sin and death. They held the same doctrine, were 
joined with us in the true unity of faith, placed reliance on the one 
Mediator, called on God as their FatheT, and were led by the same 
Spirit. All this leads to the conclusion, that the difference between 
us and the ancient fathers lies in accidents, not in substance. In all 

>Kxod. i. ii. 
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the leading characters of the Testament or Covenant we agree : the 
ceremonies and form of government, in which we differ, were mere 
additions. Besides, that period was the infancy of the church ; hut 
now that Christ is come, the church has arrived at the estate of 
manhood. 

"The meaning of Paul's words is clear; but has he not some 
appearance of contradicting himself? In the Epistle to the Ephcsians 
he exhorts us to make daily progress ' till we come unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.' J In 
the first Epistle to the Corinthians he says, ' I have fed you with 
milk, and not with meat : for hitherto ye were not ahle to bear it, 
neither yet now are ye able;'* and shortly after this he compares 
the Galatians to children. 3 In those passages, I reply, the apostle 
speaks of particular men, and of their faith as individuals ; hut here 
he speaks generally of two bodies, without regard to persons. This 
reply will assist us in resolving a much greater difficulty. When we 
look at the matchless faith of Abraham, and the vast intelligence of 
the holy prophets, with what effrontery shall we dare to talk of such 
men as our inferiors ? Were not they rather the heroes, and we the 
children ? To say nothing of ourselves, who among the Galatians 
would have been found equal to any of those men? 

" But here, as I have already said, the apostle describes, not par- 
ticular persons, but the universal condition of both nations. Some 
men were endowed with extraordinary gifts ; but they were few, and 
the whole body did not share with them. Besides, though they had 
been numerous, we must inquire, not what they inwardly were, but 
what was that kind of government under which God had placed them, 
and that was manifestly a school,* a system of instruction for children. 
And what are we now? God has broken those chains, governs his 
church in a more indulgent manner, and lays not upon us such severe 
restraint. At the same time, we may remark in passing, that what- 
ever amount of knowledge they might attain partook of the nature of 
the period, for a dark cloud continually rested on the revelation which 
they enjoyed. And hence that saying of our Saviour, ' Blessed are 
the eyes which see the things that ye sec : for I tell you that many 
prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and 
have not seen them ; and to hear those things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them.' 6 We now understand in what respect we are 
preferred to those who were greatly our superiors; for the statements are 
not applied to persons, but relate entirely to the economy of the Divine 
administration." — Pkinole's Trans. Bib. Cab. No. xxx. pp. 94-96. 

■Eph. a, 13. 2 1 Cor. iii. 2. > Gal. iv. 19. ' wnlmw - '*- * Luke x. £3,24. 
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The period when Jesus Christ appeared in our world ia one of those 
circumstances on which the enemies of Christianity, both in ancient 
and modern times, have founded an objection against the truth of 
that religion ; hut, like all the rest of their objections when thoroughly 
examined, it has been found to corroborate the claim which it was 
brought forward to invalidate. 

It has often been asked with an air of triumph by the infidel, ' If 
Jesus Christ he the Saviour of the worid, why did he not make his 
appearance till so late an age T ' Even though the Christian were 
utterly incapable of replying to this question, it ought not, in the 
slightest degree, to shake the stability of his faith. He has abundant 
direct evidence that Jesus Christ is the divinely appointed Saviour of 
the world ; he knows the fact that he did come at the period referred 
to, and not sooner, and brought along with him most siiti?l"iK'lury 
credentials of his divine mission ; and though he were tofally incap- 
able of accounting for his coming at this time, rather than at any 
other, that might prove, indeed, his own ignorance, but it could not, 
in the slightest degree, diminish the force of the proof of the fact that 
Jesus did come at that time, and that he was the person whom he 
professed to be. If we are never to believe a fact, whatever direct evi- 
dence we may have for it, till we are able to account for every circum- 
stance connected with it, the articles of our creed will be few indeed. 

But the Christian can answer the question, and can answer it very 
sai ist'actorily. And the first answer to be given to the question, Why 
did not the Saviour of the world appear at an earlier period ? is this, 
Because the period when he did appear was that fixed in the ancient 
prophetic oracles for his appearance. Had Jesus Christ appeared 
either much sooner or much later, that would of itself have been 
demonstrable evidence that, whoever or whatever he might be, he 
was not the Messiah promised to the fathers. There were three 
different descriptions of the period when the Messiah was to appear 
given by the ancient prophets. Shiloh was to come, and the pother- 
ing of the people was to be to him when the sceptre was about to 
depart from Judah, 1 or, in other words, when the Jewish state was 
about to lose its separate existence. The ^Messenger of the covenant 
was to make his appearance in the second temple, and to fill it with 
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a glory superior to the Shcchinah or resplendent cloud, the visible 
symbol of the Divine presence in the first temple. 1 Messiah was to 
be cut off when the seventy prophetic weeks, or four hundred and 
ninety years, had been accomplished on the holy city from the period 
of its rebuilding-^ Just as the seventy prophetic weeks were expiring, 
when the Messiah must be cut oil', Jesus expired on a Cross ; and, 
within a few years after his death, the Jewish state was merged in 
the Roman empire, and the second temple levelled with the dust. 

This answer is certainly quite a satisfactory one ; but it is not the 
only one which the Christian has to give to the infidel question, Why 
did not the Saviour of the world appear at an early period ? In the 
circumstances of mankind, both Jews and Gentiles, viewed in a 
political, mora!, religious, aspect at this period, there will be found 
much to make it evident that the signatures of wisdom are deeply 
impressed on that divine determination which fixed the era of the 
appearance of the Saviour of the world. " Christianity came into the 
world at a period more full of excited intellect than any preceding 
age had witnessed ; and therefore at a time the best fitted for its 
mental reception, comprehension, and circulation." 3 A general 
expectation, probably excited by the predictions of the prophets, 
made known by the Greek translators commonly termed the LXX, 
of the appearance of some extraordinary personage, very extensively 
prevailed, which was fitted to excite attention when the Messiah 
actually appeared. The political state of the world was peculiarly 
suitable. Had the Jews been an independent nation, with the power 
of death and life invested in them, it seems certain that oa the first 
suspicion tiiat Jesus laid claim to Messiahship, ho would have been 
put to death. In consequence of that power being lodged in a Roman 
governor, not at all interested in a matter connected with the Jewish 
religion, for three years and a half our Lord was permitted to exer- 
cise his ministry, and his death at last secured by practising on the 
fears of the unprincipled Jewish Procurator. The extent of the 
Roman Government, and the universal peace, and the uniform system 
of internal police, which then prevailed throughout the empire, made 
the intercourse between distant nations more free and open than it 
had perhaps ever been, and thus paved the way for the more rapid 
and extensive propagation of the Christian faith. "Polytheism had 
evidently relaxed its hold on all classes. That aged monarch main- 
tained his throne, not from the deep-rooted, rational, or conscientious 
loyalty of his subjects, but for want of a competitor, because mankind 
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were habituated to a government which the statesman thought it 
might he dangerous, and the philosopher, enjoying perfect toleration, 
and rather proud of hi- distinctive superiority than anxious to propa- 
gate liirf opinions throughout the world, did not think worth while, at 
the hazard of public odium, to disturb. Judaism gave manifest indi- 
cation of a preparation for a more essentially spiritual, more purely 
moral, faith." ' 

" The ancient religions were ellete, they belonged to a totally dif- 
ferent state of civilisation than that which the progress of the race 
had brought forward. They retained, indeed, the stronghold of habit 
and interest on different classes of society, yet the general mind was 
advanced beyond them. They could not supply the religious neces- 
sities of the age. The world peaceably united under one temporal 
monarchy, might be compared to a vast hody without a soul — the 
throne of the human mind appeared vacant. Among the rival com- 
petitors for its dominion, none advanced more than claims local or 
limited to a certain class." 2 There was obviously needed a religion, 
rational and simple, suited to mankind in all circumstances. The 
false religions, Greek and Barbarian, had lost their hold on the think- 
ing. Even the true religion of the Jews was obviously unfit to take 
their place. A religion which might deserve the name of the lii'lijrion 
of Man was clearly wanted, and such was the religion which Jesus 
Christ came to introduce. 

By far the justest and most profound views which have been 
presented to the world on this subject are those of the lamented 
Neander, in his introduction to his " General History of the Chris- 
tian Religion and the Church." "It is only from its historical 
connection with the previous development of that portion of man- 
kind among whom Christianity first appeared that its effects can he 
rightly understood ; and such a connected view of the subject is 
necessary to guard against all false explanations. Such a connection 
is hinted at by the Apostle Paul, when he says that Christ appeared 
when the fulness of the time was come. For these words clearly 
imply that the precise time when he appeared had some particular 
relation to his appearance — that the preparations made by the pre- 
vious development of the history of nations had been leading precisely 
to this point, and were destined to proceed just so far, in order to 
admit of this appearance — the goal and central point of all. It is true, 
this iipperir.'ince stands in a highly peculiar relation to the religion of 
the Hebrews, which was designed to prepare the way for it in an 
eminently peculiar sense. It is connected with this religion by the 

1 Millmau's History of Chmtiu»ii,j, vol. i. chap, i. |>. ai. ' Ibid, cliikp, i. p. 8. 
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common dement of a divine revelation — of a supernatural and super- 
rational clement, by tlie common interest o! theism and the theocracy. 
For all revealed religion — the whole development of theism and the 
theocracy— points from the beginning towards one end. And this 
Ix'iuii- once readied, every part must be recognised as belonging to 
one organic whole — a whole wherein all the principal momenta 
served to announce beforehand, and to prepare the way for the end 
towards which they were tending as their last fulfilment and con- 
summation. It is in this point of view that Christ was able to say of 
bis rotation io flic Jewish religion lvliau in (lie same sense, he could 
not say with respect to any other, that he was not come to destroy 
the law and the prophets, but to fulfil, although it is at, the same time 
true that the character of one who came, not to destroy, but. to fulfil, 
best describes the position of Christ relatively to whatever of truth 
lay at the bottom of all religions, and, in short., to all that is pure in 
humanity. But still wo must not here confine ourselves exclusively 
to the connection between Christianity and Judaism. Judaism ilsi'lf, 
as the revealed religion of theism, cannot be understood in its true 
significance except when contracted with paganism as the religion of 
nature. Whilst, on the one hand, the seed of divine truth, out of 
which Christianity .sprung, was communicated to reason by divine 
revelation, so, on the other hand, reason unfolding itself from beneath 
had to learn by experience, especially among 1hat historical people 
the Creeks, bow Jar singly^ and by its own power, it could advance. 
in the knowledge of divine things. To this the Apostle Paul alludes, 
when he says, " God has determined for all nations the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation, that they should seek 
the Lord ; if haply, they might feel after him, and find him." And 
so, too, when he says of the times immediately preceding the revela- 
tion of the gospel, that the world, by its own wisdom, sought to know 
Cod in Ins wisdom, but could not know him. As the duty had been 
laid on the Hebrews to preserve and transmit the heaven desired 
element of the theistic religion, so it was ordained that among the 
Greeks all seeds of human culture should expand in beautiful har- 
mony to a complete and perfect whole. Then Christianity, removing 
the opposition between the divine and the human, came to unite both 
in one, and to show how it was necessary that both should co-nperate 
in preparing lor its own appearance, and for the unfolding of all that 
it contains. Origen therefore did not hesitate to admit what Celsus, 
the great antagonist of Cln'isltaniiy, had maintained when he ascribed 
to the Creeks a peculiar adaptation of talents and fitness of position, 
which qualified them for applying human culture to the development 
and elaboration of those elements of divine knowledge they had re- 
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ceived from other quarters, and especially from the East. Besides, 
anions pagans, the transient Hashes of a deeply-seated consciousness 
of God — the .sporadic revelations of Him in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being, and who has not left Himself without a witness 
among any people — those " tcstimonia aniline naturaliter Christiana;" 
(as it is expressed by an ancient father) which pointed to Christian- 
ity, are too clear to be mistaken. And while it was necessary that 
the influence of Judaism should spread into the heathen world, in 
order to prepare the way and open a point of communication for 
Christianity, so was it needful also that the stern and repulsive 
rigidity of Judaism should be softened and expanded by the elements 
of Hellenic culture, in order to adapt it to embrace the new truths 
which the gospel was to exhibit. The three great historical nations had, 
each in its own peculiar way, to co-operate in preparing the soil on 
which Christianity was to be planted — the Jews on the side of the reli- 
gious element, the Greeks on the side of science and art, the Romans, 
as masters of the world, on the side of the political element. When 
the fulness of the time was come, and Christ appeared — when the 
goal of history had thus been reached — then it was that through him, 
and by the power of the Spirit that proceeded from him, by the might 
of Christianity, all the threads of human development which had 
hitherto been kept apart were to be brought together and interwoven 
in one web." J Olshausen's words deserve to be quoted. " Christ 
forms the centre of the history of the world in which all the radii 
meet, to which all points before him, and from which all proceeds 
after him. The choice of the time is certainly an act of the divine 
decree, but no arbitrary one, rather one determined by the develop- 
ment of the human race." 

It is not our purpose to pursue the subject of the time of the Re- 
deemer's appearance in our world farther. Suffice it to remark that, 
in the fact, es.tabli>hed on most sill u» factory evidence, that the period 
when the Saviour of tin; world appeared was the period fixed by Him 
who alone hath wisdom, we have enough to convince us that it must 
have been the fittest period ; and though his judgments are often un- 
searchable, and his ways past finding out, yet here, as in almost, every 
oil iC!' case, the result of humble devout inquiry will be, that the true 
cause of astonishment is not the difficulty or impossibility of dis- 
covering good reasons for his conduct, but the innumerable variety 
and immense importance of good and great objects gained by the 
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arrangement which He has chosen. Could we but contemplate, in 
contrast, the results of God's haying fixed on this particular period, 
and the results which would have flowed from fixing on some other 
period — which human pride has madly dared to suppose might have 
been a preferable one — how fully would wc be convinced that the 
folly of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and how strongly would we 
sympathise with the apostle's exclamation, " the depth of the 
riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable 
are his counsels and his ways past finding out !" 



ELOLi;\TS OF CHRISTIANITY. 

" If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature : old things 
pass away, and all things become new." The change which takes 
place when a man, by the faith of the truth as it is in Jesus, becomes 
a Christian, is twofold, — a change of spiritual relation, and a change 
of spiritual character. These two changes are indissolubly connected. 
The change of character cannot take place without the change of re- 
lation : the change of relation necessarily produces the change of 
character ; and the change of character is the only satisfactory evi- 
dence that the change of relation has taken place. 

When a man, by the faith of the gospel, becomes a Christian, his 
spiritual relation undergoes a complete revolution. From being the 
object of God's judicial displeasure, he becomes the object of his 
paternal favour. From being his enemy, he becomes his friend ; and 
hi:- happiness, which was formerly utterly inconsistent with the per- 
fections of the Divine character, and the principles of the Divine 
government, is not only rendered compatible with, but is absolutely 
secured by, them. AH this arises from that fundamental law of the 
ivHtorcilivo dispensation, ' that it is the faith of the truth which con- 
nects the sinner with the Saviour, which gives him a personal interest 
in the efficacy of that sacrifice, and which thus makes it a just thing 
in the moral Governor of the world to justify him, though ungodly.' 

Uniformly connected with this change of spiritual relation, is a 
change of spiritual character. The believer thinks, and feels, and 
acts, in reference to God, and things unseen and eternal, in a new 
manner. He becomes a holy, happy being. This is the necessary 
result of the enlightening, and sanctifying, and comforting influence 
of the Holy Spirit, which God bestows on all the objects of his 
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paternal regard ; and the necessary result, too, of the belief of the 
truth as it is in Jeans. The gospel is the mind of Christ. By faith 
the mind of Christ becomes our mind ; and we are necessarily trans- 
forms! by thi.s Li renewing of the mind.'" 

The second of these charges is the appropriate evidence of the first. 
If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, lie is not Christ's. If any 
man have the Spirit of Christ, he is Christ's. The possession of the 
distinctive character of the Christian is the only permaiienily satis- 
factory proof that we possess (lie distinctive privileges of the Chris- 
tian ; and as it is the only satisfactory prooh so it is a completely satis- 
factory one. Wherever the ehuraelerisiie features of (loo's children 
are found in men, there is no reason to question the reality of their 
adoption into the family, or their possession of all the rights and 
privileges of his sons. That character can be formed only by the 
perma ih:ii I. belief of the truth : that truth can be believed only under 
the. iulhienee of the IToiy Spirit : that influence can be communicated 
by God only through (lie medial ion of -lesus Christ, and is bestowed 
on them who are the objects of his peculiar iavour. 

It is on these principles, which may indeed be termed " the ele- 
ments of Christianity," that the apostle appeals to the State of mind 
and heart in reference to God. produced in the minds of the believing 
Caliitinns, as evidence that they were indeed introduced into that 
state of uiirfi.i.re simx/ii//, which rendered the carnal ordinances of the 
Mosaic law utterly unfit for them. The church, previously to the 
coming of Christ, was in an infant state. The revelation of the 
.Divine character was comparatively obscure, — the communication of 
Divine influence was comparatively limited. Of coarse, the spiritual 
character of those, under such a dispensation, was comparatively im- 
perfect. An order of things suited to this infant state of the church 
was established in (he Mosaic economy. The time appointed for the 
church's maturity had arrived. A full and clear revelation had been 
given ; a more liberal effusion of (he Spirit had taken place ; a more 
perfect spiritual character in those who believe was the necessary 
consequence. This was the result of the incarnation and sacrifice of 
the Son of God, which honourably terminated tin: Mosaic economy, 
now rendered useless, and introduced a more, simple and spiritual 
order of things. Into the church, in this matured slate, had the 
Galatians been introduced, by their faith of the gospel,— into the 
church enjoying all the privileges of mature sonship ; and of this they 
had the evidence in their own bosoms, in those child-like sentiments 
which, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, they had been led lo 
cherish towards the Supreme Being. 
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Note D, p. 335. 



It is obviously tho will of Christ that there should be an order of 
men in the church for teaching or instructing their brethren. When 
he ascended on high, " he gave " — that is, he appointed — " some pas- 
tors and teachers for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ." ' It is to the person 
who occupies tin* phiec in the church, not to any one who occasion- 
ally instructs another, that the apostle refers to in the passage before 
us, and in Rom. xii. 7, under the appellation, " Him that teacheth." 
In all ordinary cases, the teacher ought to " wait on his teaching "— 
he oughl lo ' : yivc himself' wholly" to the work of the ministry — " to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word of God" 2 — and the person 
who considers the extent and difficulties of the duties of the Christian 
pastor, must be persuaded tli.it nothing but absolute necessity should 
ever make the Christ ism teacher engage in pursuits not necessarily 
connected 'with his office. But then, seeing this order of men are 
precluded by their duties to tho church i'rom obtaining the means of 
support for themselves and families, by employing their time and 
talents in secular business, provision must be made for their suitable 
maintenance. 

But how is this provision to be made, and who are to make it 1 
The answers which have been given to these questions have been 
various. ' Let them,' says one class, ' be maintained, like the Jewish 
priests, by the tithes of the land's produce' 3 — or, ' Let a compulsory 
tax be raised from the whole community, and apportioned among 
those Christian teachers who shall profess that particular form of 
Christianity which iias received the approving sanction of the civil 
government ; or among Christian teachers generally, leaving the in- 
habitants of each district to choose both their own form of Christianity 
and their own teacher.' ' Let them be maintained.' sav another class, 
' out of a general fund composed of the voluntary contributions of the 
whole body, consisting, it may be, of a great number of particular 
churches, and administered by persons chosen for that purpose, ac- 
cording to the necessities of individual teachers.' The two former are 

i Eph. it. 11, 12. > l Tim. iv. 15 ; Acts vl. i. 

' It wouid seem from tiiis tr-xl, -list, ;is Dr Chamlki' says, " the doctrine of the 
Divine origin of tithes" (as a source of maintenance for the Christian ministry) " bus 
of later origin than the limes of the apostles." 
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maiorially the system adopted ia all civil establishments ; the latter 
is the system adopted by the large, ami active, and useful body of 
Cliristiims denominated Methodists, and to a great extent by the Free 
Church of Scotland. The apostle's answer seems to indicate a mode 
of maintenance for Christhut lynchers different from both. "Let him 
dint is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all 
good things;" that is, plainly, ' Let the teacher be supported by the 
voluntary contributions of those whom he teaches.' With regard to 
the kind and measure of maintenance to which tho Christian teacher 
is entitled, that must vary according to tin: stain of society, and the 
ability of those whom he instructs ;* but whatever be its measure, it 
might in come from the free-will offerings of those whom he instructs. 2 
The mode of supporting Christian teachers seems equally a subject of 
Divine legislation as the mode of commemorating our Lord's death ; 
and it is hazardous for us to interfere with cither. 

This arrangement is at once just, generous, and useful. 

It is a just arrangement. According to the principles of the New 
Testament, no man is called to submit to a spiritual toucher again^i 
his will. They who are taught choose their teacher ; and, when this 
is taken into account, nothing can appear more reasonable and equit- 
able than that " they who are taught should communicate to him 
that teacheth." At their own request, either explicit or implicit, he 
■: tcaclicih" — devotes his time and talents to their instruction ; and 
surely it is not unreasonable that, when he does so, he should ho 
maintained. "The labourer is worthy of his hire." 3 " Who goeth 
a warfare any time at his own charges? who plantcih a vineyard, ami 
oateth not of the fruit thereof? or who fecdeth a flock, and eateth not 
of the milk of the flock ? Say I these things as a man ? or saith not 
the law the same also ? For it is written in the law of Moses. Thou 
shall not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. 
Doth God take care for oxen ? Or, saith He it altogether for our 
sakes ? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written : that he that ploweth 

1 The expression in the text indicates, as Morns says, "gradum magnum liberali- 

t.'lti- "Milium tla^ri.r:- juvandi." 

2 Tliis is In no degree inconsistent with individual Christians or societies volun- 
liii-ilv ns-isii:.^ a puor church to mahitrim their turn 'hers— linn Hinging the law of 
Christ, " Bear ye one another's burdens." 

1 Whitby's note is worth quoting : * If this was the duty of the Christian people 
tov.ards fciifli trai:lir>rs a- ha'i no iieoil of books or study tu tit themselves for the 
work, they being enabled for it by imnif-iliaic ji-sisi.anre iirii] gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
—bow mnch more towards them who spend much time and money to fit themselves 
fur thai, work, and must still be employed in studying and reading to make themselves 
such workmen as need not to be ashamed." "Est modestius dictum comm ii'ri,:/! , nun 
largialur omnia sua bona; quodpostea sedulitas monaehoruul suasit, ut donrnio ■irnii! 

2c 
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should plow in hope ; and that he that thrasheth in hope should be 
partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is 
it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? If others be 
partakers of this power over you, are nol we rather ? Nevertheless 
we have not used this power ; but suffer all things, lest, we should 
hinder the gospel of Christ. Do ye not know, that they which min- 
ister about holy things live of the things of the temple ? and they 
which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath 
the Lord ordained, that they which preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel." 1 

2. It is a generous arrangement. The principles of genuine Chris- 
tianity are in the highest degree generous. The teachers are required 
to act on the principle laid down by our Lord to his seventy disciples. 
"Freely ye have received, frc.eiy give." They are to go forth, asking 
nothing of the Gentiles. " If they receive you," says our Lord, " eat 
such things as ihey set. before you." They arc to east, themselves on 
the faithfulness of the Master-, who has promised lo tu!;c care of them. 

Wherever the principles of Christiuuily are received — .wherever the 
mind and heart are made subject to the authority of Christ— and it is 
only where these things appear to have taken place that a Christian 
church ought to be formed, — provision is made, in the operation of 
the love and law of Christ on the mind and heart, for (lie maintenance 
of those who labour in word and doctrine. The truth known and be- 
lieved will, by its native influence, secure both the support and dif- 
fusion of Christianity. To think otherwise is to think unworthily of 
Christianity and of its author, and is to think inconsistently with fact, 
as the period of the rapid progress of Christianity was the period of 
voluntary churches. During the first three centuries ibe church was 
not only not assisted, but fiercely opposed by all the secular powers. 

The claim of a Christian teacher lor maintenance from those to 
whom he ministers is, as we have seen, undoubted. It rests on the 
express appointment of Jesus Christ. But that claim is not of the 
nature of a civil right. It cannot, without desecration, be embodied 
in such bonds as may lay a foundation for prosecution in civil courts. 
Everything in the kingdom of Christ partakes of its spiritual nature. 
The Christian teacher's hold is on the judgment, conscience. ;uiil affec- 
tions of his people. His services and their support ought to he equally 
the spontaneous result of love, and of submission to the law of Him 
whose they are, and whom they serve ; and this principle of generous 
love to " the brethren," implicit submission to " the Master," on the 
side both of the teacher and the taught, is taken for granted in the 



v Google 



PRINCIPLES OF THE SUPPORT OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS. 403 

precept : " Let him that is taught in the word communicate to him 
tli at teaeheth in all good things." 

3. It is a useful arrangement. This mode of supporting the teachers 

of Christian! t y not only beautifully harmonises with the genius of re- 
ligion, but is calculated to produce the best effects both on the teachers 
and the taught. It connects, in the closest manner, the duty and the 
interest of the teacher; and when this voluntary, yet commanded, 
support is cheerfully yielded, he is bound to his people by the tie of 
gratitude, as well as duty. It gives the taught a much deeper interest 
both in the person and ministrations of the teacher, than otherwise 
they would be likely to take, — an interest which if necessary to their 
own edification, and which exercises a. strong and salutary reaction 
on the mind and conduct of the teacher. 

It has often been urged by those who Lave endeavoured to improve 
on the divine and primitive mode of supporting Christianity, that to 
make Christian teachers dependent for temporal support on the volun- 
tary contributions of those to whom they minister, is to degrade their 
character, and prevent the honest discharge of their duties, by sub- 
jecting I horn to almost invincible temptations to secure the good-will 
of their hearers by a compliance with their prejudices and humouTS ; 
that it makes the maintenance of the Christian ministry very insecure ; 
and that it even puts in hazard the continued existence of Christianity. 
A plain expression of Christ's will, like that contained in the text, in 
a rightly constituted Christian mind, hars all reasoning of this kind. 
-My ,-peeula'ions about probable con sequences must not lead me to 
disobey, or neglect, or tamper with, any of his commands. Let me 
do what he bids me, and I may safely leave consequences to him, 
who not only ibresees them, but controls them as he pleases. But 
let us glance at these objections. 

(1.) What influence can dependence, divided into some hundred 
parts, have in debasing the character? Our physicians and lawyers, 
not generally — assuredly, not necessarily — men of low time-serving 
habits, are dependent on their patients and clients, and are not likely 
to retain their means of support unless they are active and skilful in 
their respective professions. Besides, ought a Christian minister to 
think himself, or to be thought by others, degraded, because Jesus 
Christ has appointed him to be supported in the same way as He 
himself was when on the earth, by the voluntary contributions of such 
as believed in II im? 

But has the arrangement any tendency to lower the character of the 
Christian teacher? If a Christian church consist, in any good mea- 
sure, of the kind of persons it ought to consist of, can the good opinion 
of the majority be secured in any way but by a conscientious discharge 
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of duty on the part of the minister? In cases where the arrange- 
ment is followed, has it any such effect t Are the most lime-scrying 
ministers those who are ministers of voluntary churches? and is it 
among these churches that we experience the greatest diiiionlty in 
finding honest preaching, hoth on doctrinal and practical subject.-, 
and strict and impartial discipline? 

(2.J As to its rendering the support of the Christian ministry 
insecure, it is enough to say that, if it renders it no more insecure 
than Christ's ordinance leaves it, where does this objection seek to 
attach blame? And is there not something like presumption in 
acting as if we supposed that we could improve on his institutions? 
It has pleased God to make the support of all classes of men, in the 
present state, to a certain degree precarious. Important advantages 
arise out of this arrangement, and why should ministers of religion 
be excluded from these advantages? 

(3.) As to the last objection, we have only to say, the security of 
the church depends not on human expedients, but on the power, and 
mitlifnlness, and grace of her great Author; and the most likely 
method for either ministers or people to secure that, is not to usurp 
his authority, but to submit to it, — not to alter his laws, but to obey 



OPPOSITION OF THE NATURAL MIND TO THE PECULIAR DOC- 
TRINES OF CHRISTIANITY, ESPECIALLY THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
CROSS. 

" The natural man receiveth not the things of God, neither doth 
he know them, for they are spiritually discerned." The peculiarities 
of Christianity — its distinctive doctrines — in which its great strength 
lies, have always been an amazement and an offence to the mind 
unchanged by Divine influence, however powerful its faculties, and 
however extensive and varied its acquirements. What is divinely 
wise appears to such a mind, folly ; what is divinely powerful, irabe- 

The most striking illustration of these remarks is to be found in 

1 The whole subject of the support of the gospel ministry is discussed in " The 

Financial Law of the Christian Church," appended to the author's I.au- of Christ 
respecting Civil Obedienet. 
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n which what may well be termed the cardinal article 
of the Christian faith — the expiation of the sins of men by the 
death of the incarnate only-begotten Son of God on a cross, — has 
been regarded and treated by men the most distinguished for " the 
wisdom of the world," in every age since its promulgation to man- 
kind. It is impossible for a man of intelligent mind to read the New 
Testament with attention, without perceiving that it contains in it 
far more religious and moral truth than any other book, or, indeed, than 
all the other books in the world. There is, too, such a sobriety, and 
consistency, and rationality in the views which it gives of the Divine 
character and government, and both in the general principles and 
particular details of that system of human duty which it unfolds, 
as cm scarcely fail in making a deep impression on every lair and 
reflecting mind ; and there is something so simple and satisfactory 
in the divine attestation given to its contents, by a long series of 
minute predictions accurately fulfilled, and an almost endless variety 
of miraculous operations publicly performed, thoroughly scrutinised, 
and carefully ami eiivmu.-tumudly deJ<;]'il>ed by cyu anil ear-wilnuSKiS. 
that we may safely put it to the enlightened and unprejudiced sceptic 
or infidel, if such characters exist, whether, on the supposition of there 
being such a thing as a divine revelation, a more natural and con- 
vincing method of accrediting it could have been devised. 

I believe that many a man has distinctly seen all this, and yet has re- 
jected Christianity, jus! because it contained the doctrine of the atone- 
ment, and those other doctrines which are necessarily connected with 
it. It has appeared to him that in the New Testament are to be 
found the elements of a more perfect system of religious and moral 
truth and duty than bad ever previously been given to the world ; 
but it has appeared to him also that there has been strange misman- 
agement in the employment of these elements, and that the whole 
effect has been destroyed by mingling them up with such mystical, 
ujiirui'lligiiik, incredible statements about guilt, so heinous as to re- 
quire expiation by the sufferings and death of one who, though in 
fashion no more than a man, was in truth an incarnation of the 
Divinity ; and depravity so deep, as that a divine physical influence 
is necessary to give effect to the moral influence of plain, well-attested 
truth to remove it. There is something in all this so utterly different 
from, so completely incompatible with, the principles which he has 
been accustomed to consider as indubitably true— something so mor- 
tifying to his pride, as well as perplexing to his intellect, — that he 
rejects the whole system, being persuaded that it is impossible to 
disentangle what appears to him the rational parts of it from those 
obnoxious peculiarities with which they are so closely inl 
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We find the same principle, which leads many men to reject Chris- 
tian dy altogether, operating in the minds of unre;:enernu: men, who have 
been brought professedly to embrace it ; in leading them to endeavour 
to strip it, as far as possible, of what, as exhibited in the Xew Testa- 
ment, form its characteristic features. The fact that Jesus Christ, 
the author uf Christianity, died the death of a felonious slave, can- 
not be denied, widiout giving up with the truth of fhe gospel bi-i.ory 
altogether. But, in the system of many sc.li'-called Christians, the 
i'aiib (.if this fact does not occupy the prominent place which it does 
in the writings of the evangelists and apostles ; and then, in conse- 
quence of their reducing Jesus Christ to the level of mere humanity, 
thefact of his death loses its character of mystery ; and when brought 
forward, it is not as the expiation of guilt, which is treated as a wild 
superstitious dream, but merely as a display of the suffering virtues, — 
a proof of the truth, and an illustration of the excellence, of the Chris- 
tian system. 

It is thus that human wisdom has endeavoured lo make the "offence 
of the cross" to cease. The natural man thus receives not the doc- 
trine of the cross. Rather than receive it, he will reject Christianity 
altogether ; and if he receives Christianity in profession, he will fail 
on some plan or other of concealing this doctrine, or neutralising it. 
or explaining it away, — he will " make the cross of Christ of no 
effect." 

Such was the conduct of those Jews, who falsely supposed that they 
had become Christians by merely admitting the Messiahship of Jesus 
Christ, while their notions wilii regard to die nature and design of 
the Messiah's kingdom remained unchanged. The doctrine of the 
Cross was by them cast into the shade, — it was a part of the history 
of Jesus they were very willing to forget. They saw no inconsistency 
between depending on legal observances for an interest in the Divine 
favour, and the acknowledgment of Jesus as the Messiah. They had 
no just views of the expiatory efficacy of the death of Christ on the 
cross as the victim for human transgression. They did not perceive 
its bearing on the spiritual nature of the Messiah's kingdom, nor did 
they understand the transforming inthu-nce of tlr.jiitth '/'this truth on 
all who really believed it. 

But while the Cross ever has been a stumbling-block and foolish- 
ness to the natural man, lo the spiritual man it has as uniformly ap- 
peared " the power of God and the wisdom of God." It has appeared 
to him that which gives life and efficacy to the whole system ; and, 
persuaded that it is so, while he relics on the Cross for himself — 
viewed as the most striking demonstration ol Divine holy love — as 
the only ground of his hope, and kiss recourse to it as the unexhausted. 
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inexhaustible source of motive to duty, and consolation under afflic- 
tion, he is persuaded that the preaching of the Cross — the full, dis- 
tinct, exhibition of the erucilk'd Stiviour — is the direct and only way 
of putting men in po^es-ion of that inward peace, and that thorough 
truiisdurmuuon of character, which at once fit them for acceptably 
juul coniibrtahlv .serving God on the. earth, and prepare them for that 
stale of absolute perfection, to which they are looking forward, in a 
better world. Such obviously were the convictions of the apostle, 
when he adopted the strong language in reference to the cross of 
Christ, which he employs in the 14th and 15th verses of the sixth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians : — " But God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ 
Jesns neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncireumeision, but 
a new creature." 



Note F, p. 370. 

PRACTICAL POWER OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH. 

The New Testament uniformly represents Christianity as a religion 
which exercises a most powerful influence both over the inner and 
the outer man of those who embrace it. " If any man is in Christ 
■Jesus, lie is a new creature ; old thing-; pass away — all things become 
new." His character is transformed — his conduct is altered. 

This claim of powerful efficiency has often been called in question 
by the enemies of Christianity. They have asserted tnat such state- 
ments as that which I have just quoted from the apostle are not 
consistent with the fact, and are, indeed, little better than " great 
swelling words of vanity :" that Christianity, so far from being the 
most influential species of religion on the mind and conduct of those 
who embrace it, is of all other systems the most inefficient : that its 
leading principles are of an abstract, mystical nature, which can have 
but little direct bearing on the duties ami inicresls of mankind; and 
that the being a Christian, or the not being a Christian, are circum- 
stances which but very slightly, if at all, affect either the worth or 
the happiness of an individual. 

And they appeal to facts in support of their view of the case. 
They tell us that Paganism, that Jlohammedism, that Judaism, obvi- 
ously influence the- character and conduct of their respective votaries, 
—whether that influence be a favourable one, is a different question, 
— but that, generally speaking, a man's Christianity has no sensible 
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effect on his general opinion, and feelings, and behaviour ; that he is 
just what he would have naturally been without being, a Christian, 
though he had never heard the name of Jesus Christ ; and that, 
in ninety-nine cases out of an hundred, you may live a considerable 
time on habits even of intimacy with self-ealkd, generally recognised. 
Christians, without even knowing, except by the occasional observ- 
ance of its external offices, or unless the subject becomes a topic of 
direct, discussion, whether Christianity be their religion, or whether, 
indeed, they have any religion at all. 

This charge against Christianity, though ill-founded, is plausible ; 
and it may be worth while briefly to inquire into the causes of its 
plausibility ; by doing which, we are persuaded, genuine Christianity 
will be completely justified, and all her claims proved to be legiti- 
mate — though it may be by showing that much that is called Chris- 
tianity, and many that are called Christians, have no rightful title to 
the names they hear. The allegation of the inefficiency of Chris- 
tianity, when compared with some other systems of religion, may, to 
a certain extent, be accounted for by the specific nature of Chris- 
tianity, as contrasted with that of these other systems of religion. 
Externality, if I may use the word, is their character ; spirituality is 
the character of Christianity. Almost the whole of Paganism, Mo- 
hammedism, and modern Judaism, consists in external rites. These 
strike the senses of the observers. The man cannot be a Pagan, or 
a Mohammedan, or a Jew, without appearing to be so, even to the 
most heedless observer. But Christianity has to do directly with the 
mind and heart : its external services are few and simple ; and its 
character is the reverse of obtrusive and ostentatious. With regard 
to food and dress, there is no marked difference between the Christian 
and the men of the world, among whom he lives. The Christian has 
no superstitious respect for times and places. The seat of the influ- 
ence of Christianity is within. Its efficiency is displayed, not so 
much in leading men to conform themselves to a certain form of ex- 
ternal observances, as in influencing the whole frame of opinion, and 
feeling, and conduct. To use the words of one of the earliest of 
Christian writers, 1 — " Christians are not separated from other men 
by country, nor by language, nor by customs. They dwell not in 
cities of their own, nor make use of a peculiar dialect, nor affect a 
singular mode of life. They live in the cities of the Greeks, or the 
Barbarians, as each one's lot may be ; and, with regard to dress and 
food, and other matters of every-day life, they follow the customs of 
the country. Yet they dwell in their own native land as sojourners ; 

The Author of tins Epistle tu Diugnetiis. 
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and, while they lake a part in everything as citizens, they endure all 
l-hings as strangers." 

But this will not of itself account for the plausibility of the charge 
of apparent inefficiency brought against Christianity by its enemies. 
The true reason is, that there are various things which bear the 
name of Christianity, that are not. Christianity; and a multitude of 
persons, who bear the name of Christians, that are not Christian.;. 
There is a great deal of what may be called nominal Christianity, lalse 
Christianity, and speculative Christianity, all of which, are either in- 
efficient tilings, or exert an efficiency of a kind very different from 
that which the New Testament ascribes to genuine Christianity. 

The greater part of what is ordinarily termed Christianity ig mere 
nominal Christianity. The greater part of those who are termed Chris- 
tians are mere nominal Christians. They have been born in a country 
where Christianity is the religion generally professed — they have 
been baptized in the name of Christ — they have received, it may be, 
what has been termed a Christian education, — but they are very im- 
perfectly, if al all. acquainted either with the principles of Christianity, 
or the evidence on which they claim our implicit belief and obedience. 
It would be a very extraordinary thing if this mere name were 
efficient l'or any purpose but that for which it is fearfully efficient — 
for deluding to their everlasting destruction tho.se who have embraced 
the shadow for the substance. 

But there is not only much nominal Christianity in the world, there 
is also much false Christianity. There are numerous false systems 
of religion, all bearing the general name of Christianity, all of them 
excluding some of the characteristic doctrines of the New Testamentr— 
some of them almost the whole of these doctrines, and including 
principles different from, and inconsistent with, them. These systems, 
even when sincerely believed, will not have the efficiency ascribed to 
Christianity in the New Testament, for two reasons : they are not, 
in their own nature, fitted to exert such an influence ; and they are 
not the divine ordinance for this purpose. They will have their 
influence both on the character and conduct, but it will be an in- 
fluence lotally different from, in many cases directly opposite to, that 
which genuine Christianity exerts. 

But, besides nominal and talse Christianity, there is what may be 
termed a speculative Christianity, which does not, which cannot, put 
forth the practical transforming influence which characterises genuine 
( ■hrisiianity. Christian truth is a system — a connected setof principles ; 
and it may be viewed just as a hypothesis, much in the same way as 
the Newtonian system of the universe may be contemplated merely 
as a theory, without adverting to, or being at all acquainted with. 
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the evidence on which it rests. A man may speculate on Christianity 
as he may do on any other subject, and his theory may be the truth ; 
but, while he merely speculates, it is not to him the truth, but merely 
a theory. He can talk fluently about it; he can argue conclusively 
in its defence ; he can contend earnestly for it ; and yet he has never 
believed it,— -he does nol account it " a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation." He does not know, he is not sure of, the real 
existence ol" the things about which be speculates. Now, this kind 
of Christianity, however efficient it may be in making a man proud, 
self-conceited, and contentious, will certainly not have the kind of 
efficiency which we find in the New Testament ascribed to genuine 
Christianity. 

We are quite ready to admit to the infidel that nominal, false, and 
speculative Christianity has not the efficiency to which the Chris- 
tianity of the New Testament lays claim ; and that nominal, false, 
and speculative Christians are not, what all " in Christ Jesus" are, 
" new creatures." But, with regard to genuine Christianity, we 
must still insist that it has an omnipotent efficiency in trans-forming 
the character, and that its principles cannot really be believed with- 
out such a change being produced on those who believe them, as will 
change their views respecting almost everything, and as will also 
ehange the views of men around them respecting their character and 
conduct. 

This fact is very strikingly stated in the 15th verse of the sixth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians. One of the grand peculi- 
arities of genuine Christianity is the doctrine of the Cross of Christ — 
the fact that the incarnate Son of God, in human nature, suffered on 
a cross, in the room of sinners, in order to obtain their salvation. 
This grand peculiarity of Christianity was firmly believed by the 
Apostle Paul ; he gloried in it, and he determined to glory in nothing 
else. And this principle produced a most important change on the 
apostle — such a change, as totally revolutionized his opinions and 
reelings in reference to the world ; and such a change, too, as com- 
pletely revolutionized the opinions and feelings of the world in refer- 
ence to him. 



Note G, p. S77. 

TENDENCY OF MAN TO REST IN A MERE EXTERNAL RELIGION. 

There is a strong disposition among mankind to rest in a mere 
nominal and external religion. They mistake the appearance for the 
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reality — the name for the thing — the expression for the signification 
— the means for the end. This disposition was strikingly displayed 
by the unbelieving pari of llie ancient people of God. Their language 
was, " We have Abraham for our father," — the seal of God's cove- 
nant is impressed on us. We are "Jews" — worshippers of the true 
God, — " and not sinners of the Gentiles" — worshippers of idols. 
" The law of the Lord is with us." " The temple of the Lord — the 
temple of the Lord— the temple of llie Lord are we." And yet all the 
while they were titter strangers to true spiritual religion ; and, while 
they made their boast of the law, through breaking of the law they 
dishonoured Him whom they gloried in calling their God. Their 
conduct was no doubt highly foolish, criminal, and inexcusable ; 
in the comparative obscurity of llie revelation of spiritual truth, 
the correspnndiug comparative scantiness of the communications of 
spiritual influence, and the complicated system of external observ- 
ance.-) which characterised that economy, we lind what, though it does 
not certainly excuse, goes far to account for the prevalence and dis- 
play of this disposition. 

Under the New 'Pes lament, dispensation, however, where the reve- 
lation of spiritual truth is at once extensive and distinct, where the 
l.i.uly Spirit is given to all who ask him, and where the external ser- 
vices of religion are comparatively few and simple, ami obviously 
siguilii-anl. it might surely have been expected that, as the means of 
such solbdelusion were in a great measure removed, there should be 
found but, few, if any, claiming the mime of Christian, who were not 
in reality what that name denotes, 

But no excellence of external dispensation will cure man of this fatal 
tendency of bis nature to rest, in mere nominal, prolessioual religion. 
What a prodigious majority ol" those who have the name Christian, 
have nothing else but ihe name, — ignorant or misinformed as to 
Christian doctrine— in spirit and in conduct unchristian- a:.li -chris- 
tian ! How many are flattering themselves that all is safe as to their 
everlasting interest*; because they are not. Pagans, nor Mohammedans, 
nor Jews, hut Christians, — not Pion.iau Catholics, but Protestants, — 
not Churchmen, but Dissenters, — or not Dissenters, but Churchmen ! 
Plow many think themsehes religious, merely because they regularly 
go to church, and occasionally, as they phrase it, take the sacrament '. 

To cherish such a mode of thinking, under the spiritual economy 
of the gospel, is surely far more foolish, criminal, and obviously 
inexcusable, than under the comparative carnal dispensation of the 
law, especially as ITk, who knows what is in man, has in so 
many instances, in the plainest and most impressive terms, both 
personally and by his apostles, warned us against so deep and so 
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dangerous a delusion. " Except a man be born again, he cannot 
eater into the kingdom of heaven." " Not every one that callelh mo 
Lord, Lord, but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven, 
shall enter into the kingdom." " Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things which I command you ? " " If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, ho ia none of his." " If any man be in Christ 
Jesus, he is a new creature ; old thing? are passed away, and all 
things are become new." " For in Christ Jesus neither c 
availed i anything, nor uncircumeision, but a new creature." 



The distinctive characters of Judaism and. Christianity. — These have 
been concisely, but upon list whole accurately, treated by Winer, in the 
First Excursus to his Translation and Commentary on the Epistle to 
ilie (inhitians : " (I'.um'tui-, qwenmi! r".lio di.K-i/ilinarri Judaieain (yp'lppa, 
adpttn) inter ef. Chriitiam.im (n-jwCjin) e made Puidi Ap. intereedet." The 
following is an abstract. 

1. The sum of Paul's doctrine is this: From the time of Moses 
(Gal. iii. 17) the Jews were bound (vvyKiKXiio-itivoi, Gal. iii. 28) by a 
divine kiu\ ™ ™'jjim, the sign of which was cirtvinnrisioi', 7rtpirop.ii, Gal. 
v. 3; compare Rom. iv. 11. If they had fully satisfied the demands 
of this law, they would have acquired its rt'///i.Lroiisness (rip dtKatoa-ivijv 
s'k tov v6p.ov, Roin. x. 5 ; Gal. iii. 12 ; Phil. iii. 9),— would have been 
(iixumi, righteous, in the sight of God, and would have received eternal 
life as the reward. — Rom. iv. 4 ; compare chap, xi, 5, 6. But no one 
observed all things which the law required ; nay, so far were they 
from eheijimj the law (vdyioj/ noieiv, ropa SovXeietv). that, deriving from 
its very commands incentives to sin (Horn. vii. 8, 11), they practised 
all manner of wickedness (Rom. ii. 1 7, et ■;''''/'/.). and so became di-.ad 
in trespasses, ytupol iv row ^apaTrrafumi (Col. ii. 1 8), and in sins, not rats 
ApapTiais (Eph. ii. 1, 5). Hence Lhcy /idled in htciirin'j G'.id' a ii/ipmb'.i- 

tion (ivnpovvrts rijs Sogtji toO GeoG, Rom. iii. 23), and had to fear 
divine punishment (Rom. ii. 12 ; Col. ii. 14). being under a, curse, i-nu 
nardpav Sites (Gal. iii. 10, 22). For it is of the nature of law to 
threaten punishment (Rom. iv. 15; 2 Cor. iii. 8). The punishment 
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here was eternal death (Rora. v. 16, 18, 21; vii. 13; viii. 6), as 
introduced by the first sin of Adam. — Bom. v. 12, et seqq. But out 
of this great misery the kindness of God would rescue them ; for He, 
moved by mere compassion towards men, sent Christ into the world, 
who, clothed in human nature, and himself subject to the law (Eom. 
viii. 3; Gal. iv. 4), hut without sin (2 Cor. v. 21), suffered a cruel 
death in the room of men, that he might render God propitious to us 
(Eom. v. 10; 2 Cor. v. 18; Eph. ii. 16; Col. i. 20), and free us 
from punishment (Gal. i. 4 ; Eph. i. 7 ; Col. i. 14 ; ii. 13). Both 
these ideas are included in the phrases, iucatoirvvi), Sitaiaxris, SminoiirSm. 
And thus the Mosaic economy has been abrogated (Gal. iii. 13 ; iv. 5 ; 
Bom. s, 14). Hence it appears, 

(a) That no one can he f'lstifi.ed, l>j the law, (k tov vopov SinoioOo-ftu, 
Gal. ii. 16 ; iii. 11 ; v. 4 ; but that all justification-, SiKaioaivr/, ifows 

solely from the kindness of God (SiiaiovtrStu datpeav rrj GeoO x°P" l < 

Rom. iv. 24; kbt& x"P l "i ^o" 11 - iv - 16 ' X«/"« <"owjmW, Eph. ii. 5, 
8 ; Eom. is. 12, seqq.), and comes by virtue of the death of Christ to 
behoving men (SiKatoaiin, oironaXinTtTai « jriWeos, Bom. i. 17 ; Phil, 
iii. 9 ; irbrrci, cc rimw SuhuoCtoi Sv6., Eom. iii. 28 ; Gal. ii. 16 ; &a> 
iSLVTcvirys aa6if<rri, Bom. X. 9). 

(A) The law, vojios, and consequently circumcision, mpirnp-lj, have lost 
their power and authority, Rom. vii. 4 ; 1 Cor. x. 25 ; Gal. ii. 19 ; 
iv. 10, seqq. ; Col. ii. 16, 21, seqq. ; Gal. v. 2 ; vi. 15. 

(c) Gentiles may now aspire to eternal happiness ; for God desires 
the salvation of all (Rom. iii. 29) : Christ died for men of all nations 
(Eph. ii. 12, seqq. ; iii. 6); heathens, who have faith in Christ, re- 
semble Abraham, T S> mora, the believer, and are thus his true children 
(Eom. iv. 11 ; Gal.' iii. 10). The law, v6poc, which was t£ pttrfrotxoy 
rot) rppaypov, the. middle u-oll of partition between Jews and Gentiles, 
has fallen (Eph. ii. 14). The happiness which awaits men reconciled 
to God, and believing in Christ, t£ X/wtb smrrnJoiTos, is contained in 
life, t$ fajj, or fag mavfo (Eom. v. 17 ; viii. 6, 30 ; Gal. vi. 8 ; Col. 
iii. 3 ; 1 Thess. v. 10, al.), and is commonly called the inheritance, ij 
^povojda (Gal. iii. 18 ; Eph. i. 14 ; Col. iii. 24 ; compare Gal. iii, 
29; iv. 7), and the kingdom, of God, Rao-CKiia ™S Gtoi (Gal. v. 21). 
(See, however, on this phrase, Koppe's First Excursus to 1 Thess., 
p. 92, etseqq.). 

2. Though the Jewish dispcnssition was divinely appointed (Kom. 
vii. 12), yet Paul describes its genius under the designations of the 
rudiments or elements of the world, aroixiia rod Kovpov (Gal. iii. 4, 9, 
the letter, ypfyp-a {2 Cor. iii. 6), the oldness of the (i. q. the old) letter, 

iriAatoTtjs ypiipparos (Eom. vii. 6), servitude, Snvkeia (Gal. V. 1). On 
the other hand, he describes ChrHiiiinitv by the mimes of spirit, m-ripa 
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(2 Cor. iii. 6), ™iw!njr wwv/mtos, newness of the letter (i. e. new letter) 
(Rom. vii. 6) ; freedom, iXevStpia (Gal. v. 1, 13). Hence he calls the 

Jews Imbiis, mpriovs (Gal. iv. 3) ; persons in bondage, (W'AfiWiw (Gal. 
iv. 9, 24, et aeqq.), tcdovlwfiivovs (Gal. iv. 3) ; but Christians, vhbs tov 
e™5, sons of God (Gal. iv. 6), &«,fcp 0(w , /ree (Gal. iv. 26). It is 
manifest thiit, by these epithets, be represents Judiiisin as rude and 
imperfect ; Christianity as nobler and more perfect. But upon what is 
this representation founded ? (1) He designates the -Mosaic law servi- 
tude ; because (like all other laws) it rather compelled the Jews to the 
practice of what was right, by the terror of punishment, and did not 
gently influence and persuade their iri'Rs to the love of virtue — for it 
is the condition of slaves to be ruled by fear; whereas Christians 
pursue holiness of their own accord, of their own free choice, actuated 
by the love of God and their fellow-men (Rom. vii. 6), and are there- 
fore with propriety termed free, iXtidtpot, because they are so in truth : 
and this condition is indicated by the term adoption, vhSedias (Rom. 
viii. 15; Gal. iv. 5). (2) The Jewish economy is likewise styled ■yad/i/ia, 
the letter, because it was contained in a uritten law, which appealed to 
their outward senses ; but it is the property of genuine Christianity to 
be interna/, or to have its seat in the mind and heart. For a similar 
reason, the term onp£, flesli, is also applied to Judaism (Gal. iii. 3 ; 
vi. 12; Phil. iii. 3); intimating that its observances had chiefly 
reference to the body, — e. g. circumcision, saciiliccs, abstinence from 
certain kinds of food,— but Christ appeared, that he might instruct 
men to worship God eV jrvnipteri ko'i o\i/6e!a, in spirit and truth. 

(3) That the law has no longer any force or authority, is proved 
by the aposllc in various ways. First, He simply teaches, from the 
Old Testament Scripture, that no mortal can be justified by the hue («, 
to/la 8i<taioi,o6ai mipii ih Qia), Gal. iii. 11. Compare Ilabak. ii. 4. 
Then he shows that Abraham himself was approved by God, on 
account of faith, morir, and not on account of koHs, Zpyu (Horn. iv. 1, 
et seqg. ; Gal. iii. 16); and that the promise, iirayyf\iu, was given long 
before the law was promulgated (Rom. iv. 10, et. segq. ; Gal. iii. 16, 
wqq.). He nest uses this argument : " If righteousness be by law, 

then Christ has died in vain," 4 8(n vopov ftiKmaavvi], iipa Xpitrros Sapeav 

tareSave (Oal. ii. 21, al.) : he afterwards lias recourse to allegories 
(Gal. iv. 21, et segq.). He Anally adds this : Spiritual gifts, x^l"-™ 
TrvtvfianKti, were bestowed on men, not by laio, v 6)xov, but by faith, rj)n 
nunw, therefore the former wants efficacy (Gal. ii. 3-5). From all 
this, it followed that Christians, whether of Jewish or pagan extrac- 
tion, were to abstain from the observance of the law of Moses ; but 
this was to be done in a spirit of love, lest the weak might be offended 
(1 Cor. viii. 1, segq. ; Rom. xiv. 13, negq.). But though the Jewish 
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economy is abolished by Christ, yet the pristine splendour and ancient 
honours of the nation are not to be forgotten : for, 1st, They received, 
through Abraham, their founder, the divine promises (Rom. iii. 2) ; 
2d, To them belonged the divinely- written law (Rom. ix. 4); 3d, 
Of them sprang the Messiah, according to the flesh, K ara trap™ (Eom. 
ix. 5). 

(4) Christians who have faith in Christ, and are governed by the 
Spirit, Kvevium, are not free from all sin ; nay, through the force of 
inward corruption, they may sometimes bo incited to the commission 
of what is manifestly contrary to the divine will (Eom. vii. 14, seqq. 
See the Rabbinical Quotations of Wetstein, ii. p. 233). But God, 
bung now rendered prooilious through Christ, pinions those sin? 
which proceed ano rtjs trapes. From this it is evident, — 1st, With 
what propriety SuuiuhtIvt), riiilfe.'.iiusr'iss, is said (o proceed entirely 
from the grace of God, for the sake of Christ's death ; for no man 
can perfectly obey the will of God, or claim hy right eternal happi- 
ness, as the reward of his virtue : we must always betake ourselves 
to the clemency of the Supreme Being. 2d, It is clear that the wiims, 
failh, which the apostle demands, must not be vmpa, dead, but joined 
with the pursuit of virtue {Rom. vi. 1, seqq. ; Gal. v. 13 ; Eph. v. 9). 
Hence it is that lie so frequently exhorts Christians, under the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, to put on Kamov SvBpamov, the new man (Eph. iv. 
23, 24; 2 Cor. v. 17; Col. iii. 10); to renounce sin (oWWele rg 
apapria, 1 to die to din, Eom. vi. 2. Compare Col. iii. 5); to pursue 
holiness (tViriAf It uyt.«,<rii-r;v, 2 Cor. vii. 1) ; to live in a maimer v:uiihj/ 
of their tailing, o|hbi rijs KXr/irewf (Eph. iv. 1 ; Col. i. 10) ; to follow 
after every kind of virtue (1 Cor. vi. 1 ; Eph. iv. 22, seqq. ; Phil. ii. 
1, seqq. ; Col. iii. 12 ; 1 Thess. iv. 1, seqq. ; 2 Thess. iii. 6, seqq.). 

' I consider this, pace r«5 tk.u, as a i«( ; ;,«-.=; <■«. ■. Christians are never exhorted 

i«0a-.v!;'« r>. i,<,*<«'» ; ttlljv arc CXliOrtdl >.«).,'>!. fa, ia.jri.lt 1's.sW rf. ia^trilt. FRASEH's 
clilliijriiiC' ivcrk <in " Tin: Christian lU.rtritic n:' S:i:n-lit:r.ili;iii :ui .1 :_X] :-,T~i tJt;r j uf 'Jtijrt:. 
vi. vii. viii. 1-1," may he consulted with advantage on this subject, which ig an im- 
portant one in its binriiiys bi.ii':i (hi doctrine ami cspci'icnce. — J. 1J. 
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Prolec. § 1. 

The account of Galatia in Conybeare and Howson's " Life and 
Epistles of St Paul," 1 is the most complete and condensed I have met 
with. Vol. i. ch. viii. p. 261-267. 



Proi-eg. § 8, p. 14. 

The passage referred to in Bunyan's Autobiography deserves to be 
quoted at large. 

" But before I had got thus far out of these my temptations, I did 
greatly long to see some ancient godly man's experience, who had 
writ some hundreds of years before I was born ; for those who had 
writ ia our days, I thought (but I desire them to pardon me) that 
they had writ only that which others had felt ; or else had, through 
the strength of their wits and parts, studied to answer such objections 
as they perceived others were perplexed with, without going down 
themselves into the deep. "Well, after many such longings in my 
mind, the God in whose hands are all our days and ways, did cast 
into my hand, one day, a book of Martin Luther's. It was bis 
' Comment on the Galatians.' It also was so old that it was ready 
to fall piece from piece, if I did but turn it over. Now I was pleased 

■ This truly pfliiiliL^y book did not come into a:\ liiiud? till lira greater part of the 
JJs[-ii)sitioi] l-.riil parsed I.liii.u^li. the piw, Its atcoir.plislrad authors will I'orsivo 
tliu freedom I have used with their work in these Addenda, The hook tins suir.raed 
in some respects, Irani its hsin^ de-i^nod for ilu> dowiu^-room table as well as the 
library shelf ; but the fact of such a book brain;; tbou.ditof for surli a purpose, is full 
of promise. 
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much, that such an old book had fallen into my hands ; the which, 
when I had but a little way perused, 1 found my condition, in his 
experience, so largely and profoundly handled, as if his book had 
been written out of my heart. This made me marvel; for thus, 
thought I, this man could not know anything of the state of Chris- 
tians now. but. must needs write and speak the experience of former 

" Besides, he doth most gravely also, in that book, debate of the 
rise of these temptations, namely, blasphemy, liesrieration, and the 
like ; showing that the law of Moses, as well as the devil, death, and 
hell, hath a great hand therein : the which at first was very strange 
to me ; hut, considering and watching, I found it so indeed. But of 
particulars here, I intend nothing ; only thisj methinks, 1 must let 
fall before all men, ' I do prefer this book of Martin Luther npon the 
Galatians (excepting the Holy Bible) before all the books that ever I 
have seen, as most fit for a wounded conscience." ''—Gran A hnn::dl::;i 
to the Chief of Sinners, chap. ii. 

Gal. i. 1. 

IlaSXotf. " It cannot be denied that the words in Acts siii. 9 — 
■ Haul, who is also Paul' — are the line of separation between two 
very distinct portions of St Luke's biography of the Apostle Paul, in 
the former of which he is uniformly called ' Suul,' while in the latter 
he receives, with equal consistency, the name of ' Paul.' " — " We are, 
however, inclined to adopt the opinion that the Cilician apostle had 
this Roman name, as well as his other Hebrew name, in his earlier 
days, and even before he was a Christian. This adoption of a Gentile 
name is so far from being alien to the spirit of a Jewish family, that 
a similar practice may be traeed through all the periods of Hebrew 
history. Beginning with the Persian epoch, we find such names as 
Nehemiah, [Attirshatlia], Schammai, Relteshazzar, which betray an 
oriental origin, and show that Jewish appellatives followed the growth 
of the living language. In the Greek period, we encounter the names 
of Philip, and his son Alexander; and of Alexander's successors, 
Antiochns, Lysimaehus, Ptolemy, An ti pater ; the names of Greek 
philosophers, such as Zeno and Epicurus ; even Greek mythological 
names, as Jason and Menelaus. Some of these words will be recog- 
nised as occurring in the New Testament itself When we mention 
Ko.mi.m names, the coincidence is still more striking. Crispus, Justus, 
Niger, are found in Josephus as well as the Acts. Drusilla and 
Priscilla might have been Roman matrons. The Aquila of St Paul 
is the counterpart of the Apella of Horace. Nor need we end our 
2 D 
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survey of Jewish names with the early Roman Empire ; for, passing 
by the destruction of Jerusalem, we find Jews in the earlier part of 

the MLiidk A g<:$ calling themselves Basil, Leo, Theodosius, Sophia; 
aod, in the latter part, Albert, Benedict, Crispin, Deny 5. We might 
pursue our inquiry into the nation.-- of modern Purope : but enough 
lias been said to show, that as the Jews have successively learned to 
speak C.'lial dee, Greek, Latin, or German, so Ihey have adopted into 
their families the appellations of those Gentile families among whom 
they have lived. It. is indeed remarkable thai the spanned nation 
should bear, in the very names recorded in its annals, the trace of 
every nation with whom it has come into contact, and never united, 

"It is important to our present purpose to remark that, double names 
often occur in combination, the one national, the other foreign. The 
earlies! instances arc KeltC'sha^ar-Daniel. and Eslher-fiadasa. Fre- 
quently there was no resemblance or natural connection between the 
two words, as in i (erod- Agrippa, Salome- Alexandria. Judn-Aris:obu- 
li.is, Simon-Peter. Sometimes the meaning was reproduced, as in 
Alalieh -Kleodenius. At other times an alliterating resemblance of 
sound seems to have dictated the choice, as in Jose-Jason, lliilel- 
Julus, Saul-PauLis. 

" Thus, it seems satisfactory reasons can be adduced for the double 
name borne by the apostle, without having recourse to the hypo- 
thesis of Jerome, who suggests that, as Scipio was called Africanus, 
from the corn] west of Africa, and Wetellus Crei.ieus, irom the conquest 
of Crete, so Saul carried away his new name as a trophy of his victory 
over the heathenism of the Proconsul Paulus ; or that notion, which 
Augn.-linc applies iviili much rhetorical ellect in various parts of his 
writings, when he alludes to the literal meaning oC the word Puithm. 
and contrasts Saul, the unbridled king — the proud, self- confident per- 
secutor of David, — with Paul, the lowly, the penitent, who deliber- 
ately wished to indicate, by his very name, that he was f the least of 
the apostles,' and ' to, 1 . 1 than tin:- knU of all saints.' Yet we must not 
neglect the coincident occurrence of these two names in the narrative 
of the events which happened in Cyprus. We need not hesitaie to 
dwell on the associations connected with the name of Paulus, or on 
the thoughts naturally called up when we notice the critical passage 
in the sacred history, wdicre it is lirst given to Saul of Tarsus. It is 
surely not unworthy of notice, that, as Peter's first convert was a 
member of the Cornelian House, so the surname of the noblest family 
of the JEmilian House was the link between the apostie of (he G-en tiles 
and his convert at Paphos. Nor can we find a nobler Christian 
version of any line of a heathen poet, than by comparing what Horace 
savs of him who fell at Cann« — ' animir ma/picr- prwiitjvm i'oultim.,'- — 
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with the words of him who said at Miletus, ' I count not my Ufi <lmr 
unto my?.dj\ mo that I may finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus."' — Howsox, vol. i. p, 



Gal. i. 6. 

" raxeras. This word the apostle uses, 2 Thess. ii. 2, where he ex- 
horts the ThessaJonians ^ ra^e'ois irAtvdijrat, not rashly to let them- 
selves be shaken ; where rn^tun- refers not so much to the time as to 
the manner in which t.hey were affected, like, the English /;«*/#</."— 

conybeabe. 

Gal. i. 17. 

aKijXdov fh'ApafHav. " Many questions have been raised concerning 
this journey into Arabia. The first question relates to the meaning 
of the word. From the time when the word ' Arabia ' was first 
used by any of the writers of Greece or Home, it has always been a 
term of vague ami uncertain imparl. Jiometimcs ii. includes Damascus; 
sometimes it ranges over the Lebanon itself, and extends even to the 
borders of Cilicia. The native geographers usually reckon dial stony 
district, of which Petra was the capital, as belonging to Egypt ; and 
that wide desert toward the Euphrates, where the Bedouins of all ages 
have lived in tents, as belonging to Syria ; and have limited the name 
[Arabia] to the Peninsula between the lied Sea arid the Persian Gulf, 
where Jemen, or ' Araby the Blest,' is secluded on the south. In the 
threefold division of Ptolemy, which remains in our popular languages 
when we speak of this still untravelled region, both the first and the 
second of these districts were included under the name of the third ; 
and we must suppose St Paul to have gone into one of the two 
former, either that which touched Syria and Mesopotamia, or that 
which touched Palestine and Egypt. If he went into the first, we 
need not suppose him to have travelled far from Damascus. For 
though the strong powers of .Syria and Mesopotamia might check the 
Arabian tribes, and retrench the Arabian name in this direction, yet. 
the gardens of Damascus were on the verge of the desert, and Damas- 
cus was almost as much an Arabian as a Syrian town. 

" And if he went into Petr&an Arabia, there still remains the 
question of the motive of his journey, and his employment when 
there. Either retiring before the opposition at Damascus, he went 
to preach the gospel ; and then in the synagogues of that singular 
capital, which was built amidst the rocks of Edom, whence 'Arabians' 
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came to the festivals at Jerusalem (Acts ii. 11), he testified of Jesus : 
or he went for the purpose of contemplation and solitary tmnummion 
with God, to deepen his repentance, and fortify his soul with prayer -, 
and then, perhaps, his steps were turned to those mountain heights 
by the Bed Sea, which Moses and Elijah had trodden before him. 
We cannot attempt to decide the question. The views which iliifov- 
ent inquirers take of it will probably depend on their own tendency 
to the practical or to the ascetic life. On the one hand, it may be 
anriK'ii; (.hat such zeal could not be restrained — that Saul could not 
be silent,— but that ho would rejoice in carrying into the metropolis 
of King Aratus the gospel which his Ethnarch could afterward* hinder 
at Damascus (2 Cor. xi. 32). On the other hand, it may be said that, 
with such convictions recently worked in his mind, he would yearn 
for solitude, — that a time of mature meditation, before the beginning 
of a great work, is in conformity with the economy of God, — that we 
find it quite natural, if Paul followed the example of the great law- 
giver and the great prophet ; and of one greater than Moses and 
Elijah, who, after his baptism, and before his ministry, ' returned 
from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness ' (Luke 
iv. 1)."— Howson, vol. i. p. 104-106. 

" Those will take the right view of this sojourn of Saul in Arabia, 
who regard it as a still retirement, in which he lived in communion, 
in the Spirit, with the Lord in heaven, as the original apostles had 
conversed with the Lord on earth." — Baumgakten. 

Gal. r. 18. 

IsToptjtrai TltTpop. " To become acquainted with Peter." — " The 
first meeting of the fisherman of Galilee and the tent-maker of Tarsus, 
the chosen companion of Jesus on earth, and the chosen Pharisee 
who saw Jesus in the heavens — the apostle of the circumcision, and 
the apostle of the Gentiles, — is passed over in a few words. The 
divine record does not linger in dramatic description on those pas- 
sages, which a mere human writing would labour to embellish. What 
took place in the intercourse of these two saints, — what was said of 
Jesus of Nazareth, who suffered, died, and was buried— and of Jesus 
the glorified Lord, who had risen, and ascended, and become " head 
over all things to the church, — what was felt of Christian love and 
devotion, — what was learnt, under the Spirit's teaching, of Christian 
truth, has not been revealed, and cannot be known. The intercourse 
was full of present comfort, and full of great consequences. But it 
did not last long. Fifteen days passed away, and the apostles were 
compelled to part." — Howson, vol. i. pp. 111-118. 
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Gal. i. 23. 

" The Greek words, d«otWs s ^aav ■ . ■ . vSv eiayyAiferiu, seem to 
imply a continued preaching of the gospel, the intelligence of which 
came now and then to Judea." — Howson, vol. i. p. 116. 

Gal. ii. 1. 

imira Sid SsKaTi<radpav e'jw trdkiv avignv fls 'IepocrdXu^a. 0/1 rfe time 
(if /he I'l-'tl to Jr.rnml''in mentioned m Galaticmg, chap. ii. " To avoid 
circumlocution, we shall call the visit mentioned in Galatians ii. 1, 
the Galatian visit; and we shall designate the visit mentioned in 
Acts ix. as visit (1) ; that in Acts xi. and xii, as visit (2) ; that in 
Acts xv. as visit (3) j that in Acts xviii. as visit (4) ; that in Acts xxi. 
as ■r-iii! (:>). 

I. The Galatian visit was not the same with tiu't (1), because it is 
mentioned as subsequent by St Paul. 

II. Was the Galatian visit the same with visit (2) ? The first im- 
pression from reading the end of Gal. i. and beginning of Ga!. ii. 
would be that it was ; for St Paul seems to imply that there had been 
no intermediate visit between the one mentioned in Gal. i. 1 S, which 
was visit (1), and that in Gal. ii. t. which we- have called the Gala- 
tian visit. On the other side, however, we must observe that St 
Paul's object in this passage is not to enumerate all his visits to Jeru- 
salem. His opponents had told his converts that Paul was no true 
apostle, that he was only a Christian teacher authorised by the 
Jud;ear) apostles, that he derived his authority and his knowledge 
of the gospel from Peter, James, and the rest of " the twelve." St 
Paul's 'inject is to refute this statement. This he does by declaring, 
firstly, that his commission was not from men, but from God; secondly, 
that he had taught Christianity for three years without seeing any of 
" the twelve " at all ; thirdly, that, at the end of that time, ho had 
only spent one fortnight at Jerusalem with Peter and James, and 
then had gone to Cilicia, and remained personally unknown to the 
Judtean Christian- ; fourthly, that, fourteen years afterwards, he had 
undertaken a journey to Jerusalem, and that he then obtained an 
acknowledgment of his independent, mission from Lhe chief apostles. 
Thus we see that his object is not to enumerate every occasion, where 
he might possibly have been instructed by " the twelve," but to assert 
(an assertion which he confirms by oath, chap. i. 20) that his know- 
ledge was not derived from their instruction. A short visit to Jeru- 
salem, which produced no important results, he might naturally pass 
over, and especially if he saw none of " the twelve" at Jerusalem 
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when he visited it. Now, this was probably the cast: at visit (2), be- 
cause it was just at the time of Herod Agrippa's persecution, which 
would naturally disperse the apostles from Jerusalem, as the persecu- 
tion at Stephen's death did ; with regard to St Peter it is expressly 
said, that after his miraculous escape- from prison, lie quitted Jeru- 
salem (Acts. xii. 17). This supposition is confirmed by finding that 
Barnabas and Saul were sent to the ehltrs of the church at Jerusalem, 
and not to the apostles (Acts si. 30). A further objection to sup- 
posing the Galatimt visit identified with visit (2), is that, at the time of 
the Galatian visit, Paul and Barnabas arc described as having been 
already extensively useful as missionaries to the heathen; but this 

they had not been at the time of visit (2).- Again, St Paul could 

not have been, at. so early a period, considered on a footing of equality 
with St Peter. Yet this he was at the time of the Galtitum visit (T do 

not think there is much force in this reason). Again, v'sit (■>) could 

not have been so long as iourteen years alter visit (1) : for visit (1) 
was certainly not later than 45 a.d. ; and if it was the same as the 
(■tilano.n vi'i.t, visit (1) must have been not later than from 31 to 33 
a.d. (allowing the inclusive Jewish mode of reckoning io be possibly 
employed); but Aretas was not in possession of Damascus till about 

37 A.D.— Again, if visit (2) was fourteen years after visit (1), we 

must suppose nearly all this time spent by St Paul at Tarsus, and yet 
that all his long residence there Is unrecorded by St Luke, who merely 
says, that he went to Tarsus, and from thence to Antioeh (Acts ix. 
30 ; xi. 26). 

III. The Galatian visit not being identical with (1) or (2), was it 
identical with (3), (4), or (5)? We may put (5) at once out of the 
question, because Paul did not return to Antioeh alter ('.)), whereas 
he did return after [lie Gahitiau- visit. There remain, therefore. (;!) 
and (4) to be considered. We shall take (4) first. 

IV. Wieseler has lately argued very ingeniously that the Galatian 
visit was the same with (4). His reasons are : — 1. He states that, at 
the Gohiti'iu visit, the apostles allowed unlimited freedom to the Gen- 
tile convert?, i. e. imposed no conditions upon them, such as those in 
the decree passed at visit (.">). This, however, is an inference not 
warranted by St Paul's statement, which speaks of the acknowledg- 
ment of his personal independence, but does not, touch the question of 
the converts. 2. That, till the time of visit (4), St Paul's position 
could not have been so far on a level with St Peter's as it was at the 
Gulolkin visit. 3. That the condition of making a collection for the 
poor sainls at Jerusalem, which St Paul says he had been forward to 
fulfil (Gal. ii. 9), must have been fulfilled in that great collection 
which we know that St Paul set on foot immediately after visit (4), 
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because we read of no other collection made by St Paul for this pur- 
pose. 4. That St Paul would not have been likely to take an uncir- 

cumcised Centih-. like Titus, with him to Jerusalem at a period earlier 
than visit (4). And, moreover, he conceives Titus to be the same 
with the Corinthian Justus, who is not mentioned as one of St Paul's 
companions till Acts xvi.ii. 7, that is, not till a.fier visit (?i). It is evi- 
dent that these arguments are not conclusive in favour of vit.it (-1). 
even il" there were nothing on the oilier side ; but there are. moreover, 
the following objections against supposing the (ialalkui visit identical 
with ci-it !l). 1, Barnabas was St Paul's companion in the OulMioii 
visit ; he is not mentioned as being with him at visit (■!■). 2, Had so 
important a eouference between St Paul arid the other apostles taken 
place at risit (4), it would not have been altogether passed over by St 
Luke, who dwells so fully upon the council held at the time of visit 
(3), the decrees of which (in Wieselers view) were inferior in import- 
ance to the concordat between St Paul and the other apostles, which 
he supposes to have been made at visit (1). 3. The whole tone of the 
second chapter of Galatian.s is against, Wieseler's hypothesis : for in 
that, chapter St Paul plainly seems to speak of the Jim conference 
which he had held, after his success among the heathen, with the 
chief apostles at Jerusalem, and he had certainly seen and conferred 
with them during visit (3). 

V. We have seen, therefore, that, ;/" the Ciob.tVmn visit be mentioned 
at all in the Acts, it must be identical with visit (3), at which the ("so 
called) council of Jerusalem took place. We will now consider the 
objections again- 1 the idetitily of these two visits, urged by Paley and 
others, and then the arguments in favour of the identity. 

Objections to the identity of the Gala- 

timi visit with visit (3). Answers to the Objections. 

1. St Paul mentions l.lus journey 
as if it had been the next visit to 
Jerusalem after the time which he 
spent there on his return from Da- 
mascus: he does not say imytbin™ of 
any intermediate visit. This looks 
as if he were speaking of the journey 
which he took with Barnabas to Je- 
rusalem (Acts xi. 30), to convey with 
him alms to the Jewish Christians in 
the famine. 

2. In the Galatians, the journey is 2. The journey may have taken 
said to have taken place nor ano- place in consequence of a revelation. 
Ki'iXv^-vj (Gal. ii. 2), but in Acts xv. and yet may also have been agreed to 
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by a vote of the church at Antioch. 
Compare Acts is. 29, 30, and xxii. 



3. In the Galatians, Barnabas and 
Titus are spoken of as St Paul's com- 
panions ; in the Aets, Barnabas and 
others (rwis SWoi, Acts xv. 2), but 
Titus is not mentioned. 

*. The object of the visit in Acts 
xv. isdiffereutfrom that of the Gala- 
ttan visit. The object in Acts xv. 
was to seek relic:!' from the imposition 
of the Mosaic law, that of the Oala- 
liati rh-ii. was to obtain the recogni- 
tion of St Paul's independent apostle- 

5. In Acts xv. a public assembly 
of the church in Jerusalem is de- 
scribed, while in the Galatians only 
private interviews with the leading 
apostles are spoken of. 

6. The narrative in the Epistle 
says nothing of the decision of the 
Council of Jerusalem, as it is com- 
monly called, mentioned Acts xv. 



7. It is inconsistent to suppose that, 
after the decision of the Council of 
Jerusalem, St Peter could have be- 
haved as he is described doing (Gal. 
ii. 19); for how could he refuse to eat 
with the uncircumcised Christians, 
after having advocated, in the coun- 
cil, their right of admission to Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

8. The Epistle mentions St Paul 
as conferring with James, Peter, and 
John, whereas in Acts xv. John is not 
mentioned at all ; and it seems strange 
that so distinguished a person, if pre- 
sent at the council, should not have 
been mentioned. 

9. Since, in the Galatians, St Paul 
mentions James, Peter, and John, it 
seems most natural to suppose that he 



5. The private interviews spoken 
of in the Epistle do not exclude the 
supposition of public meetings having 
also taken place, and a communica- 
tion to the whole church is expressly 
mentioned, Gal. ii. 2 (avrols). 

6. The narrative in Galanans givis 
a statement intended to prove the 
recognition of St Paul's authority, 
which is sufficient to account for this 
omission. Also, St Paul might as- 
sume that the decision of the council 
was well known to the churches in 
Galatia; for Paul and Silas had car- 
ried it there. 

7. This objection is founded on a 
misunderstanding of St Peter's con- 
duct. {Vide Exposition.) 



8. This argument is mAy as silentio, 

nii'.l ubvinuKly ino inclusive. 



9. This objection proceeds on the 
nere assumption, that because James 
s mentioned first, he must he James 
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speaks of the well-known triumvirate the greater. James the less became 

so often classed together in the gos- even a more conspicuous leader of the 

pels. If so, it must have been before church at Jerusalem than James the 

the death of James the greater, and greater had previously been, as ap- 

therefore before the Council of Jeru- pears from Acts xv. James the 

sftlem. greater is never mentioned first in 

the apostolic triumvirate — the order 

of which is Peter, James, and John. 

10. St Paul's refusal to circumcise 10. Timothy's mother was a Jewess, 

Tii us (OjiI. ii,),and voluntary circum- and he had been brought up as a Jew, 

rising of Timothy (Acts xviii. 21) so whereas Titus was a Gentile. 

soon afterwards. 

Thus, we see that the objections against the identity of the Galatian 
visit with visit (3) are inconclusive, consequently we might at once 
conclude, from the obvious circumstances of identity between the two 
visits tliiit they wen.; actually identical, lint (his conclusion is fur- 
ther strengthened by the following arguments : — 1. The Galatian visit 
could not have happened before visit (3) ; because, if so, the apostles 
at Jerusalem had already granted to Paul and Btirnabas the liberty 
which was sought for, the cvayyt\tav rijs dupo^wrrias. And atiain, the 
Galatian visit could not have happened njhr visit ('■'.) ; because almost 
immediately after that period, Paul and Barnabas ceased to work 
together as missionaries to the Gentiles ; whereas up to the time of 
the Galatian visit they had been working together. 2. The diranohj'jy 
of St Paul's life agrees better with the supposition that the Gala- 
tian visit was visit (3), than with any other supposition. Reckoning 
backward from the ascertained epoch of 60 a.d., when St Paul was 
sent to Rome, we find he must have begun his second missionary 
journey in 51, and that, therefore, the council, i, c. tail (3). must have 

I..-.H .-iili.r in ' r ■!. Tlii' >*iil<*ul ill 1 I . ■ I or->n ■!•■ hi i ■ 

in the Acts. Now, turning to the Epistle to the Galatians, we find 
the following epochs. A. Conversion. B. 3 years interval (pro- 
bably Judaically reckoned = 2 years). C. Flight from Damascus 
am! vii/i (1). J). 14 years interval (probably Judaically reckoned — 
13 years). E. Galatian visit. And since Aretas was supreme at 
Damascus at the time of the flight, and his supremacy thus probably 
begun about 37, we could not put the flight at a more probable dale 
than 38. If we assume this to have been the case, then the (Salt-man 
visit was 38 + 13 = 51, which agrees with the time of the council, 
i. e. visit (3), as above. — Howson, vol. i. p. 244-252, somewhat 
abridged. I consider this elaborate Note as quite a master-piece — 
enough to stamp a volume as valuable. — See also Davidson's Intro- 
duction to the New Testament, vol. ii. 
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Gal. ii. 4. 

Conybeare supplies the ellipsis thus, — " But this communication " 

(referred to in verse 2) " I undertook on account of the false brethren," 
etc. This is ingenious. This mode of exegesis agrees- exactly with 
the narrative, Acts sv. 



" He who wrought in Peter a fitness for the apostleship of the 
circumcision, wrought also in me the gifts needful for an apostle of 
the Gentiles." — Conybeare, vol. ii. p. 140, 

Gal. ii. 12. 

"The peculiar character of the religion which isolated the Jews, 
was .such as to place insuperable obstacles in the way of social union 
with other men. Their ceremonial observances prec'uded the possi- 
bility of their eating with the Gentiles. The nearest parallel we can 
find to this barrier between the Jews and Gentiles is the inslkuiinn 
of caste among the ancient populations of India, which presents itself 
to our politicians as a perplexing fact in the government of the presi- 
dencies, and to oar missionaries as (he great obstacle lo the progress 
of Christianity in the East." — Howson. 

Gal. ii. 15, 16. 

" It is important to notice, ihat in this passage the apostle refers 
specially to the Mosaic system, — nol ; indeed, to the ritual observances 
alone, but to the whole of Ihat law which was delivered to the fathers 
of the Jews at Sinai, and by the observance of which they had been 
distinguished tn.m tin- t.ientihrs. It is important to notice | Ids. becanse 
it proves tliat this law was not intended to form the substance of a 
covenant of works for salvation to the Israelites, or was not, revealed 
to them in order that they might, attain eternal life by a 
filment of the terms which it announced. It was in reality a 
of works to them, in so far as it promised outward prosperity ami the 
possession of Canaan as the reward of adherence to its institutions ; 
but to convert this covenant of works for temporal blessings into a 
law of works for [obtaining] justification before God and eternal 
happiness, was entirely to misapprehend the design of that revelation 
of God's claims on fallen man which it contained." — Dukcas's Lair 
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of Moses: its Character and Desi-jn, p. 217. This treatise contains 
more satisfactory statement on its important subject than any book in 
our language. 

Gal. hi. 1. i» v^h. 

" Verba iv vi&>, si gcnuina sunt (etenim non leguntur in A. B. C. 

Vers. Syr. JEthiop. etc.), addita puto ad oi«, ut magis appareret, 

quomnuHlo its depielus fuerit Christu*, nimirum in i/mrvm aniiitm." — 
Winer, Corf. Gramm. N. T. p. 63. 

Gal. hi. 10. 

Serai yip eg epymii rdfiou tlaiv, W Ktcripav tltri " Provision, indeed, 

was made in the -Mosaic system for the transgression of its precepts 
by those who were subject to it. Atonement might be made by 
sacrifice. But nothing can be more obvious to right reason, than 
that ' it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins,' or that animal saciiliees could expiate the moral 
guilt of intelligent and responsible beings. They gave exemption 
from temporal penalties and ecclesiasticitl incapacities ; but their efii- 
cacy in regard to moral guilt was wholly dependent on their typical 
import, and the faith of the offerer in regard to what was prefigured 
by them." — Duncan. 

Gal. hi. 15. opus. 

The following note, for which I am indebted to a learned friend, 
will be duly estimated by Grecians. 

" 1 think Semler (page 140, foot-note) might have brought out the 
meaning of Spies a little more simply by keeping a little nearer itself. 
ofios, 'same, equal; like;' Spas, ' equally,' etc. c'k roirav Spas dpfportptov, 
from, both those, ' alike, equally, from the one equally — as well — as 
from the other' (LvemiG. til), nam pa> ovk ifSekty, Spas Ss tinayiuurdrj 
ojioXoyfjo-ai, ' he was quite averse, but equally (as if he had felt no 
reluctance) he was constrained to '—or the disinclination, and the 
actual consenting, are put on the same, an equal, or !il:tt footing, as 
matters of fact (Pl. Prot. 338). <fiajifi> ys mm aSivaTOii ttivu, uAX' 
Spas, ' equally (as if it were not) (PlI^D. 08). KaWot Haxm y tpaorov 
a\\' Spas ytXSi, ' and reaOy (toi) I bit my lip hard (yt), hut equally (as 
if I had made no such repressive effort) I laughed (Ae. Ran. 43). 

a-tpakevrts 8' iv SiKfAio SXXfl re iraparr«ijij . . Spas rpia pin enj avriixav, 

1 they held out equally (as if they had not failed in Sicily)' (Thuc. 
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2, 65 (8). Observe, it comes to the same thing when we render it 
by ' notwithstanding:' the one event did not witfatand the other—did 
not stand with, against, the other (so as to prevent it). 

" Sometimes one of the terms or members of comparison is sup- 
pressed, or left to be inferred : ori pivroi r/)v yiipvpav Spas <Pu\a*!)v 
wtpfav, ' they actually sent a guard to the bridge equally (as if they 
had believed the report that the Persians were going to break it 
down ; every word of which they discredited)' (Xen. An. 2, 4, 23). 
See also, 2, 2, 17, — ol piv oZv jrpSroi Spms . . tVrpa7-owe6eicrojTo, ' en- 
camped equally (as if the houses had not been dismantled).' Hel~ 
lenistic usage is exactly the same, Gal. iii. 15, Spas ivSpanov KtKvpa- 
fjtVije &ia6t)Kt)i> oiMs adtrt'i % in&«na<rniTat, q. d. ' My brethren, to 
explain this in a way quite familiar to your conceptions, the deed 
of a man equally (as of a higher being), if duly executed, no person 
tries to annul or alter;' 'Men hold valid a confirmed human deed 
equally— just as, not less than, etc.— they hold a confirmed divine 
promise.' The English ' as well ' is often, I think, almost an exact 
equivalent: ' The confirmed deed of a man as well (Spas), nobody 
thinks of making void, or even modifying;' leaving the contrasted 
object or member unexpressed. Among men, a legal deed takes effect 
in due time, unless revoked in whole or in part by the testator, ete. 

" ' Even (Spas) a man's covenant, if confirmed, no one annuls or 
meddles with'— {and I would not be surprised if this should strike you 
as the more compact and exact way of rendering the verse). Now, 
on my theory, even is just equal, equally. Look at John v. 23, 'should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.' Would it alter the 
meaning here, to say, ' equally' as 1 And though the Greek is not 

" Our translators have rendered o/im, ' even,' 1 Cor. xiv. 7 : Sum 
ra &fv X a, ' even things without life.' Here, as in other cases, there is 
a reference of equality — ' Things without life, equally (Spas) with living 
creatures.' At John xii. 42, perhaps the only other instance in the 
New Testament, the reference is not so obvious. Our translation is, 
' Nevertheless (Spas), among the chief rulers also many believed on 
him.' Now, ' never-the-kss ' is just ' not a whit the less,' or the equiva- 
lent, ' equally.' — ' Equally as if the prophet had not uttered the pre- 
diction,' at least the previous words ; or, some of the Jews believing 
was a fact, equally with the declaration of the prophet. 

" If the reference is to the 37th verse alone, or chiefly, it will come 
to the same tiling, with a slight change in the application. 

" Assuming that it does refer to the 37th, ovk zwIvtivov eU alrrov, 
don't you think our translator* would have gained their object 
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GAL. ill. 24; IV. 13. 429 

as well by rendering the 42d, so, ' nevertheless, many even (mi) of 
tile chief rulers believed on him'?-— More nearly, (o^ius /ieWoi koi) 
' Yet, in fact, and (an additional circumstance) of the chief rulers 
many belie\ed on him,' — ' Yet, in fact, many — and (you may marvel, 
etc. etc.)— of the chief rulers believed on him.' I would not be sur- 
prised if this, or something like it, was the origin of this v.snge of 
«ii. We come near it with our usage of ' aye.' — ' Many aye («ni) of 
the chief rulers believed.' The knowledge of the hUtoiy of a phrase 
is often a prime help towards understanding its exact amount, and 
shades, of meaning." 



Qxl. in. 24. 

o vo/ios naifiayayds r/fiSiv yiyovtv els XpUTriv. — " The law was as the 
slave who leads I he. child lo Uio house of the schoolmaster." "The 
misimnslation of the word jraiScrya^oc in the A. V. has led to a mis- 
conception of [lie n hole metaphor." 1 Cor. iv. 15, waiBa-yoiydf, "the 
gunrdian slave who led the child to school." " As a Jewish illustra- 
tion of a custom well known among the Greeks and Remans, see the 
quotation in Buxtorf's Synagoga Judaiea, cap. vii. — ' Quando quis 
filium suum studio legis coitsecnit, pingebam ipji, super pcrgamena 
vel tabella aliqua, element'.: lileniruin, ijuibus etiam mel ill ine bant, deinde 
eum bene lotum, niundis vcsuhu.s indulum, piaeentis ex melle et lac.te 
confectis, ut et fructibus ac tragematis instructum, tradebant alicui 
Rabbino, qui cum (k-ducal in fdtoi.uit ; hie cum ora pallii opertum ad 
praeeplorena ducebat, a quo literas cognoseere discebat, iOectus 
suavitate deliciarum illarum et sic" reducebatur ad matrem suam." 7 — 
Cosybeaee and Howson, vol. i. p. 54; vol. ii. p. 33, 145. 



Gal. iv. 13. 

Si aaOiveiav -rijs vap<6s. Howson gives a different turn to this ex- 
pression from that adopted by our translators. " There can be no 
doubt that the literal translation of the phrase is, ' On account of 
bodily weakness,' — see Winer, § 53 ; — and there seems no good reason 
why we should translate it differently, though most of the Knglish 
commentators take a different view. — See Meyer and De Wette. 
Bottger, in harmony with his hypothesis that St Luke's (ialatia 
means the neighbourhood of Lystra and Derbe, thinks that the bodily 
weakness here alluded to was the result of the stoning at Lystra, 
Acts xiv." In this case, we may suppose thai the ,-tate of his bodily 
health arrested his progress as he was passing through (Ialatia to 
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some other district, probably Poiitus.— Conybeabe and Howsok, 
vol. i. p. 294. 

Gal. iv. 26. 

'H Se d™ 'Itpova/A!iii. The following Rabbinical notes, for which I 
am indebted to Wctstein, are interesting : — Targwrn, in Psal. exxii. 2, 
— "Jerusalem qua: Eudificata est in cu;Iis, nt civitas conjuiicta ei qua; 
in terris est." Alulrns TiUlm, oxxii. — '■ Iliei-usuicm sursura. Dixit 
R. Josua F.Levi: Civitas qua 1 fiicit. oimies Judaeos socios." The 
following is a very striking specimen of ttabbinical ingenious irilling : 
—Berackith, R. lxx. 6,—" Dixit R. Simeon F. Jochae : Domus sanc- 
tuarii superior non est altior domo sanctuarii inferiore nisi xviii. M. 
Unde probas*"— -A very natural question, — easier asked, one would 
think, than answered. But the Rabbi has his reply ready, — " Et 
htec est porta eceli. nn Humerus xviii." Such adding to the words 
of the book of God, by drawing out of it what was never in it, is 
unhappily not confined to Jewish commentators. 

Gal. v. 5. 

(W8a SiKawirCi^is. Coriyln'iuv translates this phrase. " the hope of 
righteousness," and explains it as equivalent to, " The hope of eternal 
happiness promised to the righteousness." ajr«flfx rf /"# — " We look 
with earnest longing" for this mtvitan, not /rapid, — <k wiarta;, not t¥ 
tpyav. — Life and Writinya of Si. ./-'aid, vol. ii. p. 148. 

Gal. v. 6. 

iriDTit St nyiinr/s evepyovy-iy^. — " Faith, whosfi work is love." Note. — 

"Literally, 'whose essential opcn.it ion consists in the production of 
love.'" — Conybeare, vol. ii. p. 149. 

Gal. v. 12. 

" I would wish that these agitators, who disturb your quiet, would 
execute upon themselves, not only circumcision, but excision also." — 
Conybkabe's Translation. He adds in a marginal note, "Observe 
the force of the nai and of the middle voice here; the A. V. is a mis- 
translation." — Vol. ii. p. 149. 
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GAL. V. 17, !R, 10, 21. 



wa /17 iroaiTt. — " Not, ' so that i/ou cannot' (A. V.); but, ' tending to 
prevent you from-' " — Conybeabe. The exact rendering is, " so that 
you do not." 1™ v.!/ expressing a negative consequence. 

Gal. v. 18. 

oIk nm' vnh vopov. " They who ' arc led by the Spirit,' of course, 
' have the Spirit ;' and none 'have the Spirit of Christ' but. those who 
are ' his,' ' in liim ;' and all who are ' in him' are ' dead to the law 
by his body.'" " When il appears, by ' the fruits of the Spirit.' that 
men are thus ' in Christ,' the law has nothing to say to them : they 
are, as we may say, out of its jurisdiction, and under another govern- 
ment, where the measure-;; of judgment, both in justifying and con- 
demning, are altogether different. The law had its course on Jesus 
Christ, and, in him, on all who are ' made conformable to him in his 
death ;' and has no more to say to them. They are left dead in the 
hands of their great Creator, and are quickened by his sovceeignly 
i'ree grace ; for surely nobody will pretend that God was under any 
the leant obligation to employ his creating power to raise any of the 
apostate race; and if He was bound to none, lie may quicken whom 
He will; and none can complain of being injured when He leaves 
them where they have chosen to be. 

"But this same sovereignty of grace, wherever it is exerted, is so 
far from inferring the conclusion, which some who reckon themselves 
very wise very ignorantly fasten upon it, to wit, that it encourages men 
to continue in sin, and neglect the study of holiness, — that it is ab- 
solutely impossible for those who have tasted of the grace of God in 
truth to draw any such conclusion from it. It is true, the external 
doctrine of grace may he, and has been, turned into wantonness; hut 
that is only grace in the theory. But wherever it is received and 
entertained in the heart, it teaches what the law could never effectually 
teach, 'to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.' The- apostle gives 
the reason, Rom. vi. 2-11." — Riccaltodn. 

Gal. t. 19-21. 

"The order in which the apostle lays these works of the flesh 
merits our attention. By indulging these fleshly lusts in wbulzrii. 
fornication, unctcann&s, and. I.rm:ivimisness, the aoul is so degraded and 
debased below the simple animal life, that it can relish nothing — not 
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to say of the pure spiritual pleasures to be found in the favour, and 
iVkiutkliip. and love of God — but such as human reason would re- 
commend, to wit, the intercourses of love and friendship among men. 
Henee they are plunged deeper and deeper in the love of a present 
world ; and that, we are well informed, is enmity against God. The 
only tie that can unite men and keep them together is broken ; and 
while every one grasps what be can of the unsatisfying pleasures of a 
present world, the devilish symptoms necessarily break out, to wit, 
ivroih, strife, seditions, and running into divisions and parties (for that is 
the true import of the word which we have formed out of the Greek, 
and call heresies) ; and the native effects of party spirit, envyings, 
murder; and lands in the most unnatural vices, drunkenness and revel- 
lings, as if they wanted of all things to extinguish those glimmerings 
of reason our kind Creator bas been pleased to indulge us with, in 
order to receive the instructions He has favoured us witb in his 
blessed Son, by whom He has condescended to speak to us in these 
last times." — Rice Aurora. 

Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

There is a degree of haze over the apostle's illustrations bere in all in- 
terpretations I have met with. There seem to he two figures employed 
to illustrate the certainty of the connection God has established be- 
tween present character and conduct, and future destiny. The seed 
sown, and the soil cultivated, to a great degree determine the nature 
and the extent of the crop reaped, which is their mutual produce. It 
is so in the spiritual world. Ho who sows in his mind error, or mere 
human earthly knowledge, though it be true, will reap a very different 
harvest from the man who sows in his mind the word of the kingdom, 
the truth as it is in Christ ; and he who cultivates the soil of " his 
flesh," — that is, bis unchanged nature, — sowing it with the seed which 
suits it, giving it its appropriate cultivation, planting it with what 
best grows in it, will have a very different harvest from him who 
makes bis nature, transformed by the Spirit through the truth, bis 
field of cultivation, — sowing in it the seed suitable to it, planting it 
with what best grows in it, giving it its appropriate cultivation. The 
one field "is nigh unto cursing ; " the other " receives blessing of God." 

The force of the exhortation and motives seems to be this : ' Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked : for as certainly as he that sows 
weeds or poison shall reap weeds or poison, and he that sows good 
grain shall reap good grain,— so certainly shall he who leaves his 
mind in ignorance, or allows it to be occupied with vanity and lies, 
and he who fills his mind with divine truth, find in the future state 
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ishes him, will find he has brought up his own murderer; while he 
who devotes himself to securing the health and strength of " the new 
man," will find that the heavenly stranger whom he has entertained 
shall richly recompense all the care bestowed on him.' 

Gal. ti. 11. 

TSert mjKiKois ypaftjtaat. Cony be; im ti'iinslnn-s. ;i Observe the size of 
tin 1 characters." etc.; and remark.'; in a note. "Thus we must under- 
stand the phrase, unless we suppose (with Tholuck) that jnjX.itoir is 
used for woioit, as in the later Greek of the Byzantine writers. To 
take ypiiiifiora as equivalent to Arumfluj appears inadmissible. St Paul 
does not here say that he wrote the whole epistle with his own hand ; 
but this is the beginning of his usual autograph postscript, and equi- 
valent to the oBtib yputpw in 2 Thess. iii. 17. We may observe, as a 
further confirmation of this view, that scarcely any epistle bears more 
evident marks than this of being written from dictation." [This I 
doubt.] " The writer received a letter from the venerable Neander 
a few months before his death, which illustrated this point in a manner 
the more interesting, because lie (Neander) takes a different view of 
this passage (P. u. L. p. 368). His letter is written in the fair and 
flowing hand of an amanuensis ; but it ends with a few irregular lines 
in large and rugged characters, written by himself, and explaining 
the cause of his needing the services of an amanuensis, namely, the 
weakness of his eyes (probably the very malady of St Paul). It was 
impossible to read this autograph without thinking of the present 
passage, and observing that he might have expressed himself in the 
very words of St Paul : "l&c nrjKiKots (roi ypippainv iypa\fra r/j epij x el p'-" 
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'■ Abba," meaTlilljr ( ,i' [he word, 199. 
Abraham, history of Justification of, 114. 
Aimsiinr Christian 'liberty, danger of, 
2S5. 

i be," meaning of the 

s," meaning of the 

1 eli-IILCIII s 



" Accursed, let h 
phrase, 46. 

" Adoption of s 

pnra-e, Vj-i. 
" Adoption of son 



Ajj.ir, [lie Arabic, name for a mountain, 

and Mount. Sinai, 234. 
Allegorical illustration, 228. 
Amanuenses, irenorallv used by the 
■ apostle, 354. 
" Amen," import of, 35. 
" AtLOihor snspei,' 1 nii.-nuii]^ of the phrase, 

A unionism of the natural mind to the 
peculiar doctrines o:' Christianity, -li.i 3 , 

A.ntioch, account of, 81, 82. 

Antioch, Peter's visit to, probable ilar.e 
of, 81. 

Auxicfy, apostle's, respecting Hie Gala- 
tians, 225. 

Apostasy, nascent, proper mode of deal - 



in- ii 



!i, ll-i. 



A pontic, import of the dc-ir-nation, It*. 
Apostle, '■ not of men," " not by men," 

" of find," " bv Jesus Christ," meaninj- 

oft.be phrases, 1!), >>{>. 21, 22. 
Ados tic. the crucifixion of, to the world, 

373— how ? 375. 
Apostolic bene lieu hi if, prayers, 25. 
Arabia, what the reiiion so named to 

which Paul retired, 419. 
Associates, Paul's, in writing to the Gala- 



e Spirit," meaning of the 



meaning ol the 
term, •}£&. 

Uiirdensomeness of the .Mosaic law, llib. 

" Calling," import of the word, 38, 

Caiiin- ascribed to tie Father, ;i9. 
Character and conduct, with destiny, 

Character and relation, how connected, 

398. 
"Children of Abraham," import of the 

phrase, 119. 
" Children of God," meaning of the term, 

■' Christ crm-ilieil," import of the phrase, 

104. 
Christian truth, practical power of, 407. 
(liristiunii.v, essence of. stated. 371). 
" C)urch/''iu:;iort of -.1:0 tcrm,'l'3. 
Church, Christian, desorilied, 332. 
Church, state of. under the lin 
Church, state of, after « faith 



170. 



176. 

"Churches of .ludea," reference of the 

Church's tiro states, fi^uratirfi illustra- 
tion of, 182. 

Cireumci.sion, submission to, an acknow- 
ledgment of i he obligation' of the whole 
.Mosaic law, 260. 

Ciri.'-.jiiis-.aiiecs of the a- 
Galatians, 210. 

Civil taw, dictum of, 234. 

Coincidences, undesigned, evidence de- 
rivable from, 353. 
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oimnentaries, use of, xssii. 
Compiii," force of the word, 89. 

dude under sin," meaning of t.l 

d blood," ineaoii 



" ClOlll'l' Milt' 

of the phxaa , .. 
Consequence and evidence of the church 
having entered on a state of mature 
sonahip, 198. 

Contentious, evil consequences of, 2811. 

" f: (in versa! ion," meaning of the terin so 
rendered, 59. 

Conversion of Paul, CI. 

Conversion ol Paul, apt subject for de- 
vout gimitudc to the church in etery 



gurdcil. 44. 
" Counted for righteousness," i 
the phrase, 117. 



"Cross of Christ," i 



uiug of the phrase, 
oing of the phrase, 



" Cnu'ify t.l 1 1- flesh," import of the phrasi 



Defence, apostle's, of iiiiuself and his 

office, 52. 
Defence of the apostle's doctrine, 101. 
Delicacy of feeling manifested by the 

apostle, a 13. 
Delusion, caution against, 
Depra-. ii.v of man, proof and illustration 



Of, 3 
Dealgi 



■ ofgi 



___triual,85. 

Discipline, church, importance of, '.ill. 
Division of chapters and verses in the 

Xiw Test anient often injudicious, 181. 
Dosology, 33. 

"Eating with them," meaning of the 
phrase, Si. 

F.goliHin to be guarded against by i 

latere, fi3. 
Elements of Christianity, S-'iA 
" Elements of the wurid," uni.umg 

reference of the phrase, 188. 
" Envy," meaning of the word, 314. _ 
Epistolary composition. ch:)::ici.enstics 

of, 102. 



Error and sio 



betwe 



Estahii-hmeni.s, civil, Iheir mode of sup- 
porting the Christian mi 
Kviilc-nei ■, external, of the 



the Epistle to the Calatians, 6; i 

Expostulations and warnings, 20ft. 
" ' ~nal religion, tendency of tr.i 



" Fait: i," meaning of (he term, 117. 

■' Faith, dead,'' meaning o'' the phrase, libit. 
"Faith of Christ/- meaning of the term, 'J:!. 
False Christianity, 409. 
"Flesh and blood," meaning of the phrase, 



, LJS1. 



Formation of Christ in men, what it 

means, 226. 
" Fouii'I si oners," meaning of the phrase, 

!I4. 

Free Chureh of Scotland, their mode of 
supporting (he Christian ministry, 401. 

" Fruit, of (he Spirit," import of the phrase, 
305. 

" Frustrate the grace of Gnd," meaning 
of -he phrase, 98. 

« Fulness of [he times," meaning and re- 
ference of the phrase, 191. 

Ga'.atia, geographical situation of, I ; ori- 
gin of toe name, 1; state of. »hen 
visited jiv Paul, 2; ornhable date uf his 
(its: visit, 2; results of, 3. 

Galatiiins. origin of, 1 ; manners, lan- 
guage, and religion, 2: epistle 10, oc- 
casion of, 3 : subject of, 3 ; date of, 5 ; 
when! written from, 3; genuineness of, 
I! : gencfa! character of, 10: division 
Of, 11; interpreters of, 1 Li ; similarity 
to the Epistle to the Roman*, 4, 8; 
diversity, i ; inscription of, 16. 

'■ Gave himself riir o"ij- sins," import of, 25. 

Generosity of the Viilumary principle oi" 
supporting tin; Cbrldian ministry, 302. 

<. entiles, their obligation to the Apostle 
Paul, HO. 

("iriuiii-m. ii'ialoav of, to ,Ti;i!:ii-m, 25!. 

iientleuess. how the iVuit of the Spirit, f«:b'. 

'■ Give, life," force, of (he expression, 164. 

Closing in the cross, tin; apostle's de- 
termination respecting, 363. 

Gospel, Paul's, ilivino both in its sub- 
stance and form, 57. 

" (iospel preached by Paul among the 
<; entiles," import of the phrase, 71. 

' iojpel, tnu leading principles of, 45. 

Creek passive used for the Hebrew 



1, ;,:,s-ive 
dial, 2U7. 



" He that ministereth the Spirit," refer- 
ence of the phrase, 113. 

; ' Near," force of the word in Scripture, 

239. 
"Hearing of faith/'mcaningof the plu'iise, 

110. 
■' Heresies.'' proper meaning of the word, 

301. 
Heretic, a, in)' -clf-coiidimncd. "M. 
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" Him that called you," meaning and re- 
ference of the phrase, 39. 

" Household of fiiii.li,'' [[leaning and re- 
ference of the term, 347. 
Hypograpb of the epistle, ;.!37. 

Impossibility (if justification by the law, 
123. 

" In the hand," import of the phrase, 1 53. 

Incompatibility of jusiilioatiou by ftiith 
and justification by the law, 127. 

Inconsisteucv widi Scripture of justifica- 
tion bv the law, 125. 

Insidious nature of ,.:r,0[- ami vice, 2M. 

" Israel of did," nmanins ami reference 

of ilm term, 382. 
Interval between the rjivi'ii,- of tbe promise 

and of the law, 146. 

Jews, unbclievmjr, must bitter persecutors 

..,;' Christian-, 242. 
" .lu'biicus fisotis," 359. 
Judaisms, inconsistency (if, 360. 
Judnising an implicit, reiiiinciatum of 

Ch:i n tianity,256. 
Judaisiii;; teachers, their attempts and 

success in Galatia, 3. 
Judaism and Christianity in their rela- 

Justiec'uf the Voluntary princii.de of sup- 
porting the Oluisiian ministry, 401. 

.testification, mcimini: of the tcr;:i, 1)1. 

Justification by faith ami justification bv 
the law in compatible, 127. 

Justification, free, tl'irouedi bchoiin;;, a 
ratified Divine uvraii;_'eiiient, 140. 

J us: ideal inn, the method (,f. great schjtct. 
dft.be Epistle to the Galatians, 8. 

" Kingdom of God, the," meaning of the 

" Know," used as equivalent to acknow- 



l.mv of Christ, spirituality of, 343. 
Law of Moses not obligatory on Chris- 
tians, 264. 
" Law, the," meaning and reference of the 



Live to God." meaaiiu; of the phrase, flti. 
Lord's Supper, possible allusion 1e, liifi. 

live not the primary principle of faith, 

269. 

nve the fulfilment of Hie law, 287. 

Purine against, I he spirit/' lliejniujr of 

the phrase, 294. 

Luther, ins character as a commentator- - 

count of his f:v.no-iiiiiii uf ti;.. Kpi-dle 

the Galatians, V-S; extracts from,];*. 

Luther's description of Christian liberty, 



Law, I ae, en 

Lais ti e,"[n 
,e ph.at 



ln.it su!i-...rv : c 



Law, the, not contrary t( 

ti. the ic'iiiiise, 162. 
Law under which Christ was made, 19. 

" Learn-;," figiirui.ii.' nk-amue- of, -'<'■'>■ 
" Led by the Spirit," meaning of the 

phrase, 298. 
Liberty, abuse of, caution against, 283. 
Liberty, C '■ i r i ~ i i : i ii , in what it consist 

t!,W, pootiea/. dtM.>ril*i ■:'. -J ■"'■"'. 

'■ Live in the Spirit," force of the expic- 

sic>n,31L 



£52. 



phrase, l!M. 
Made pci'fei 



phca: 



'," meaning of the phrase, 
woman," meaning of the 
; in the flesh," meaning of 
the law," meaning of the 



Marks of the Lord Jesus," meaning of 

the phrase, 383. 
leans bv which the ele.-n.di was brought, 

into th'estate of c;fOv,:i-up children, V,y.\. 
Let.hodists, 1ti.de mode of snpphrl.mg the 

Christian ministry, 101. 

Minister the Spirit," meaning of the 

phrase, 113. 
Ministers, limv ,,f supporting, 334. 
Minisi re, Christian, ditheulties and satis- 
factions of, 218. 
Ministry, gospel, ineneliiuce of, 1 Id. 



\fui.-kiug God," 



fmg of the phra. 
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